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help to our research over the years, several stand out:

University of California at Berkeley: John Creaser, Lois 
Farrell, Norma Kobzina, Ingrid Radkey.

Northern Regional Library Facility (NRLF), Richmond, 
California: Martha Lucero, Jutta Wiemhoff, Scott Miller, 
Virginia Moon, Kay Loughman.

Stanford University: Molly Molloy, who has been of special 
help on Slavic-language documents.

National Agricultural Library: Susan Chapman, Kay Derr, 
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history of this subject.
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INTRODUCTION

Chronology / Timeline of Fouts Family Work with 
Soybeans and the Founding (Sept. 1920) of the American 
Soybean Association on the Fouts Family Farm

1896 or 1898 – Solomon Fouts (father of Noah, Finis, and 
Taylor Fouts) receives two varieties of soybean seeds, free 
of charge from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. He 
plants these in rows across a cornfi eld on his farm near Deer 
Creek, Carroll County, Indiana. These were probably the 
fi rst soybeans grown in Carroll County. Solomon’s soybeans 
attract considerable attention as a legume that grows upright 
(erect) and produces abundant seeds. A lasting impression 
was made on Taylor Fouts (born 14 Dec. 1880), the 
youngest of Solomon’s eight living children.

1902 – Taylor Fouts graduates from Purdue University 
(which is Indiana’s state agricultural college) with a bachelor 
of science degree in agriculture; he was the only member of 
the Fouts family to graduate from college. During the early 
1900s, several faculty members in the Purdue College of 
Agriculture were very interested in soybeans; these included 
W.C. Latta, John H. Skinner, Alfred T. Wiancko, and C.O. 
Cromer. Taylor was now “convinced that the whole Cornbelt 
needed soybeans and would like them for keeps.”

1904 spring – Taylor Fouts collects enough soybean seed 
from the Indiana Experiment Station and “Soybean” Smith 
– an Indiana soybean pioneer from Warren County – to plant 
4 acres, 1 acre each of the Ogema, Ito San, Early Brown and 
Hollybrook varieties. Since he planted them incorrectly, only 
a few grew, but he saved that seed for another trial in 1905. 
Each year he planted more “soys” and by 1907 his varieties 
were Ito San and Hollybrook.

1907 Feb. – The fi rst published report of Taylor Fouts’ 
growing of or experiments with soy beans appears in the 
Indiana (Purdue) Agricultural Experiment Station, Bulletin 
No. 117. Titled “Results of cooperative tests of varieties 
of corn, wheat, oats, soy beans and cow peas,” by A.T. 
Wiancko, it describes variety trials conducted in Indiana 
during 1906. One of the three experimenters in northern 
Indiana was Taylor Fouts of Camden, Carroll Co. He tested 
Ito San, Early Brown, and “Soy Bean 12339.” Since his 
yields were signifi cantly lower than those of the other two 
growers, they were not included in the averages.

1907 April 2 – Solomon Fouts (born 16 Dec. 1826 in 
Montgomery Co., Ohio) dies at his home near Deer Creek, 
Indiana. He is buried at Deer Creek Cemetery, near Deer 
Creek, Carroll County, Indiana.

1907 Oct. 24 – Taylor is married to Lillie May Wagoner 
(born 4 Nov. 1883) at Flora, Carroll Co., Indiana. Lillie May 
is obliged to postpone their wedding day until Taylor fi nished 
threshing his soybeans. “We fi nally set October 24 as being 
amply late, but I just fi nished threshing at noon that day. We 
were married at 3 p.m. and were off for the long-planned 
honeymoon.” Taylor now had 200 bushels of seed soybeans – 
a unique possession.

1908 spring – Noah Fouts (born 25 Jan. 1864 in Indiana) and 
Finis Fouts (pronounced FAI-nus, born 21 Nov. 1866), join 
Taylor for the fi rst time in planting soybeans. “We ventured 
drilling soybean with the corn so that our western lambs, 
to be purchased in September, would have a more balanced 
ration. My two older brothers took readily to this plan and 
thereafter grew soybeans as a habit.”

1908 April 1 – Nellie M. Pottenger, Finis’ wife, dies in 
California at age 35. Finis had gone with her to California to 
help with her care, and he suffered a “nervous collapse” after 
her death. He was in critical condition for a while, then was 
left to raise their fi ve children, devastated by her death.

1909 April 21 – Pauline Fouts, the fi rst child of Taylor and 
Lillie May Fouts is born at their home near Deer Creek. They 
would have two more children: Frederic Fouts (born 20 Sept. 
1910) and Mary Margaret Fouts (born 26 Dec. 1919).

1909 June – Taylor writes his fi rst article for an 
agricultural journal, the Purdue Agriculturist (p. 3-5). Titled 
“Opportunities on the farm for the trained man,” it discusses 
the many benefi ts of an agricultural education, but does not 
discuss soybeans – or any other crops. He will later write four 
more articles in various other agricultural periodicals.

1910 Sept. – The fi rst “Soybean day” in Indiana is held at 
Taylor Fouts’ farm – sponsored by the Purdue agricultural 
extension department and the Carroll County agent. “It 
proved quite a help in creating interest in the crop. Report of 
this demonstration reached Illinois and a few days later in 
drove two ‘suckers’ – Chas. L. Meharry and Wm. Riegel, all 
the way from Tolono.” They soon became close friends and 
soybean pioneers in Illinois.

1914 – Taylor buys an old pioneer-type elevator at Camden. 
It is remodeled and equipped with a recleaning and grading 
mill for preparation and storage of the growing amount of 
seed beans. “This was perhaps the fi rst soybean elevator 
devoted exclusively to the handling and shipping of soybeans 
in the U.S.”
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1915 Jan. – Taylor writes his fi rst article about soy 
beans, titled “Soy beans – A coming crop,” in the Purdue 
Agriculturist (p. 9-13). He discusses four advantages of 
planting corn and soy beans (especially the Hollybrook 
variety) together. Three photographs accompany the article – 
including one of “hogging off” soybeans.

1916 fall –  A second soybean day is held at the “Fouts Bros. 
Farms – more acres, varieties, and experiences, and more 
folks to see and talk.” Interest in the new crop is growing.

1918 – “The name Soyland was adopted for the farm and 
seemed to fi t.” The Fouts brothers soon fi nd themselves 
working as seedsmen, selling soybean seed. For many years 
the price had stayed around $2.00 to $2.50 a bushel, but in 
1917, because of demand and shortages during World War 
I, the price rose to $3.00, climbing to $5.00 in 1918, then 
$6-8/bushel in 1919. “At the end of that period we were 
offered $10.00 per bushel so we scoured the community for 
remnants from seeding and shipped 30 bushels for $300.00” 
(Taylor Fouts 1944, p. 15).

1920 Sept. 3 – The biggest event in the history of the 
soybean in America to date takes place on Taylor Fouts’ 
farm, Soyland. It’s “The Corn Belt Soy-bean conference,” 
under the auspices of the Extension department of Purdue 
University (especially W.A. Ostrander) and the Carroll 
County Farm bureau (A.L. Hodgson, agricultural agent). 
The Fouts brothers planted a number of variety test plots 
for the occasion; they grew 150 acres designed for seed 
and hay, and planted soybeans in over 200 acres of their 
corn. One thousand people attend and have a great time. 
Taylor demonstrated a “small direct harvesting machine” for 
soybean which he apparently developed or invented. W.E. 
Riegel wrote of this machine in 1944 as a forerunner of the 
combine, fi rst used to harvest soybeans in 1924 (in Illinois). 
The combine revolutionized soybean production in America.
 Taylor wrote a song about soybeans, which is sung by 
a quartet of local growers. Lunch includes soybean salads 
and crunchy roasted and salted soybeans – “a rare treat.” A 
panoramic photograph (three feet wide) is taken showing all 
attendees with the Fouts home in the background. Another 
photo shows the three Fouts brothers, each wearing a hat, 
coat, and tie, standing in front of the “Soyland” barn. The 
National Soybean Growers’ Association is formed at this 
meeting. Taylor Fouts is elected its fi rst president and W.A. 
Ostrander is elected secretary. It is unanimously agreed that a 
soy bean fi eld day be held each year as a vital activity of the 
association.

1923 – A 24-page mail-order seed catalog titled “Soyland 
Seeds: Soybeans our specialty” is published by the “Fouts 
Brothers” (company name) of Camden, Indiana. It describes 
many soybean varieties that are for sale and gives details on 

growing and harvesting soybeans. They also sell Michikoff 
seed wheat, Victory Oats, Calico Seed Corn, and clover 
seeds. By 1925 they have added Red Star fertilizer to their 
product line.

1925 Sept. – Taylor writes an article titled “Putting soybeans 
on the hoof,” published in the Proceedings of the American 
Soybean Assoc. (p. 123-26). In late 1925 Taylor is one of 
four members of a committee that draws up a constitution 
and by-laws for the reorganized The National Soybean 
Growers’ Association, which is renamed the “American 
Soybean Association” (ASA). Today it is considered one 
of the world’s most powerful agricultural commodity 
associations.

1927 Jan. 14 – Taylor Fouts is one of the fi rst ten Indiana 
Master Farmers honored by Prairie Farmer (Indiana) 
magazine. He receives the prestigious Master Farmer award 
and a gold medal in a public ceremony.

1927 Nov. 28 – Taylor Fouts is elected president of the ASA 
for a second time. He is the second person ever elected to 
the ASA presidency for two terms; the fi rst was William J. 
Morse of the USDA in 1923-24, and 1924-25. Taylor, Noah, 
and Finis write a light and witty article titled “Soyland – 
Fouts Bros., Camden, Indiana,” published in the Proceedings 
of the American Soybean Assoc. (p. 92-97).

1928 – The Fouts brothers have sold their seed business, 
Soyland Seeds, with its offi ce by the railroad tracks in 
Camden, to Roy M. Caldwell and Chester Joyce, who 
rename the company Soy Seed Co. Soyland Seeds’ offi ce 
had been run by Rufus Fouts (son of Finis) until his untimely 
death on 25 July 1926, at age 24 years and 8 months.

1929 March 5 – Taylor Fouts’ home (built by his father, 
Solomon, in about 1876-1877) burns to the ground. In 1930 
Taylor and a hired man fi nish building a new house on the 
foundation of the old one.

1938 Feb. 24 – Noah Fouts dies in Dallas, Texas, as he is 
returning home from a trip to California.

1943 April 3 – Finis Fouts dies in Logansport, Cass Co.

1944 Sept. – Taylor writes “Soyland saga,” published in 
Soybean Digest (p. 15-16). This is the single best history 
of the Fouts brothers’ pioneering work with soybeans. It 
contains two good photographs and the lyrics to the song he 
wrote about soybeans in 1920.

1950 Aug. 29 – Taylor Fouts is honored at the 30th annual 
convention of the American Soybean Association, where 
he is named an honorary life member and presented a gold-
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plated medallion for his contribution to the soybean industry. 
ASA’s fi rst honorary life members were chosen in Sept. 
1946; two to three were named each year.

1952 Dec. 11 – Taylor Fouts dies at his home near Deer 
Creek, Carroll Co., Indiana. He had grown soybeans on his 
farm for 49 consecutive years – longer than any other farmer 
in America.

1999 Oct. – Son-in-law, Leo Bowman, continues Taylor’s  
tradition; soybeans are still being grown each year on that 
farm. In March 1999 Leo Bowman was one of three men 
inducted into the Carroll County Agriculture Hall of Fame.

2012 Oct. 12 – Soybeans are still being grown each year 
on the farm once owned by Taylor Fouts, as part of a corn 
and soybean rotation. The family farm is still a Hoosier 
Homestead, having been owned by the same family for 
100 years or more. Taylor’s granddaughter, Mara, still 
lives in the house once owned by Taylor. Dave Minich, the 
farmer who grows the soybeans, has been recognized for 
his excellence as a farmer both in Indiana and nationally. 
In 2008 he was chosen “Top Producer of the Year” by Top 
Producer magazine - a national award. In 2009 Dave Minich 
and his family (including his wife, his daughter, Angie May, 
her husband, Steve, and their two children), were awarded 
Indiana Farm Family of the Year. 

ABOUT THIS BOOK 

This is the most comprehensive book ever published about 
the Fouts family of Indiana and their work with soybeans. 
It has been compiled, one record at a time over a period 
of 35 years, in an attempt to document the history of this 
subject. It is also the single most current and useful source of 
information on this subject.

This is one of more than 100 books compiled by William 
Shurtleff and Akiko Aoyagi, and published by the Soyinfo 
Center. It is based on historical principles, listing all known 
documents and commercial products in chronological order. 
It features detailed information on:

• 27 different document types, both published and 
unpublished.

• 194 published documents - extensively annotated 
bibliography. Every known publication on the subject in 
every language.

• 41 unpublished archival documents.

• 11 original Soyinfo Center interviews and overviews 
never before published.

Thus, it is a powerful tool for understanding the development 
of this subject from its earliest beginnings to the present.

Each bibliographic record in this book contains (in 
addition to the typical author, date, title, volume and pages 
information) the author’s address, number of references 
cited, original title of all non-English language publications 
together with an English translation of the title, month and 
issue of publication, and the fi rst author’s fi rst name (if 
given). For most books, we state if it is illustrated, whether 
or not it has an index, and the height in centimeters.

A complete subject/geographical index is also included.



  FOUTS FAMILY OF INDIANA   8

Copyright © 2012 by Soyinfo Center

A&M = Agricultural and Mechanical
Agric. = Agricultural or Agriculture
Agric. Exp. Station = Agricultural Experiment Station
ARS = Agricultural Research Service
ASA = American Soybean Association
Assoc. = Association, Associate
Asst. = Assistant
Aug. = August
Ave. = Avenue
Blvd. = Boulevard
bu = bushel(s)
ca. = about (circa)
cc = cubic centimeter(s)
Chap. = Chapter
cm = centimeter(s)
Co. = company
Corp. = Corporation
Dec. = December
Dep. or Dept. = Department
Depts. = Departments
Div. = Division
Dr. = Drive
E. = East
ed. = edition or editor
e.g. = for example
Exp. = Experiment
Feb. = February
fl  oz = fl uid ounce(s)
ft = foot or feet
gm = gram(s)
ha = hectare(s)
i.e. = in other words
Inc. = Incorporated
incl. = including
Illust. = Illustrated or Illustration(s)
Inst. = Institute
J. = Journal
J. of the American Oil Chemists’ Soc. = Journal of the 
American Oil Chemists’ Society
Jan. = January
kg = kilogram(s)
km = kilometer(s)
Lab. = Laboratory
Labs. = Laboratories
lb = pound(s)
Ltd. = Limited
mcg = microgram(s)
mg = milligram(s)
ml = milliliter(s)

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS BOOK

mm = millimeter(s)
N. = North
No. = number or North
Nov. = November
Oct. = October
oz = ounce(s)
p. = page(s)
photo(s) = photograph(s)
P.O. Box = Post Offi ce Box
Prof. = Professor
psi = pounds per square inch
R&D = Research and Development
Rd. = Road
Rev. = Revised
RPM = revolutions per minute
S. = South
SANA = Soyfoods Association of North America
Sept. = September
St. = Street
tonnes = metric tons
trans. = translator(s)
Univ. = University
USB = United Soybean Board
USDA = United States Department of Agriculture
Vol. = volume
V.P. = Vice President
vs. = versus
W. = West
°C = degrees Celsius (Centigrade)
°F = degrees Fahrenheit
> = greater than, more than
< = less than
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Most Important Thing: The KEY to using this digital book, 
which is in PDF format, is to SEARCH IT using Adobe 
Acrobat Reader: For those few who do not have it, Google: 
Acrobat Reader - then select the free download for your type 
of computer. Then...

Type [Ctrl+F] to “Find.” Near the top right of your screen a 
white box will appear.

Click the small down-pointing arrow just to the right of that 
box to get a menu.

Click “Open Full Acrobat Search.”
At the left side of your screen a “Search” box will open.
When asked: “What word or phrase would you like to search 

for?” type that word or phrase in the box. For example: 
China or Rockefeller Foundation. No need to use 
quotation marks. Then click “Search.”

At “Results” click any line that interests you.

For those using a Mac without Acrobat Reader: Safari is 
often the default browser. Click “Edit” in the toolbar at 
top. In the dropdown click “Find,” then click “Find...” 
again. A search bar will open across top of screen with 
a search box at right. In this box type a word or phrase 
you would like to search, such as China or Rockefeller 
Foundation. Click “Done” then scroll through the various 
matches in the book.

Chronological Order: The publications and products in this 
book are listed with the earliest fi rst and the most recent last. 
Within each year, references are sorted alphabetically by 
author. If you are interested in only current information, start 
reading at the back, just before the indexes.

A Reference Book: Like an encyclopedia or any other 
reference book, this work is meant to be searched fi rst - to 
fi nd exactly the information you are looking for - and then to 
be read.

How to Use the Index: A subject and country index is 
located at the back of this book. It will help you to go 
directly to the specifi c information that interests you. Browse 
through it briefl y to familiarize yourself with its contents and 
format.
 Each record in the book has been assigned a sequential 
number, starting with 1 for the fi rst/earliest reference. It 
is this number, not the page number, to which the indexes 
refer. A publication will typically be listed in each index in 
more than one place, and major documents may have 30-40 
subject index entries. Thus a publication about the nutritional 

HOW TO MAKE THE BEST USE OF THIS DIGITAL BOOK - SEARCH IT

value of tofu and soymilk in India would be indexed under 
at least four headings in the subject and country index: 
Nutrition, Tofu, Soymilk, and Asia, South: India.
 Note the extensive use of cross references to help you: 
e.g. “Bean curd. See Tofu.”

Countries and States/Provinces: Every record contains 
a country keyword. Most USA and Canadian records also 
contain a state or province keyword, indexed at “U.S. States” 
or “Canadian Provinces and Territories” respectively. All 
countries are indexed under their region or continent. Thus 
for Egypt, look under Africa: Egypt, and not under Egypt. 
For Brazil, see the entry at Latin America, South America: 
Brazil. For India, see Asia, South: India. For Australia see 
Oceania: Australia.

Most Important Documents: Look in the Index under 
“Important Documents -.”

Organizations: Many of the larger, more innovative, or 
pioneering soy-related companies appear in the subject 
index – companies like ADM / Archer Daniels Midland Co., 
AGP, Cargill, DuPont, Kikkoman, Monsanto, Tofutti, etc. 
Worldwide, we index many major soybean crushers, tofu 
makers, soymilk and soymilk equipment manufacturers, 
soyfoods companies with various products, Seventh-day 
Adventist food companies, soy protein makers (including 
pioneers), soy sauce manufacturers, soy ice cream, tempeh, 
soynut, soy fl our companies, etc.
 Other key organizations include Society for 
Acclimatization (from 1855 in France), American Soybean 
Association, National Oilseed/Soybean Processors 
Association, Research & Development Centers (Peoria, 
Cornell), Meals for Millions Foundation, and International 
Soybean Programs (INTSOY, AVRDC, IITA, International 
Inst. of Agriculture, and United Nations). Pioneer soy protein 
companies include Borden, Drackett, Glidden, Griffi th Labs., 
Gunther, Laucks, Protein Technologies International, and 
Rich Products.

Soyfoods: Look under the most common name: Tofu, Miso, 
Soymilk, Soy Ice Cream, Soy Cheese, Soy Yogurt, Soy 
Flour, Green Vegetable Soybeans, or Whole Dry Soybeans. 
But note: Soy Proteins: Isolates, Soy Proteins: Textured 
Products, etc.

Industrial (Non-Food) Uses of Soybeans: Look under 
“Industrial Uses ...” for more than 17 subject headings.
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Pioneers - Individuals: Laszlo Berczeller, Henry Ford, 
Friedrich Haberlandt, Artemy A. Horvath, Englebert 
Kaempfer, Mildred Lager, William J. Morse, etc. Soy-
Related Movements: Soyfoods Movement, Vegetarianism, 
Health and Dietary Reform Movements (esp. 1830-1930s), 
Health Foods Movement (1920s-1960s), Animal Welfare/ 
Rights. These are indexed under the person’s last name or 
movement name. 

Nutrition: All subjects related to soybean nutrition (protein 
quality, minerals, antinutritional factors, etc.) are indexed 
under Nutrition, in one of more than 70 subcategories.

Soybean Production: All subjects related to growing, 
marketing, and trading soybeans are indexed under Soybean 
Production, e.g., Soybean Production: Nitrogen Fixation, 
or Soybean Production: Plant Protection, or Soybean 
Production: Variety Development.

Other Special Index Headings: Browsing through the 
subject index will show you many more interesting subject 
headings, such as Industry and Market Statistics, Information 
(incl. computers, databases, libraries), Standards, 
Bibliographies (works containing more than 50 references), 
and History (soy-related).

Commercial Soy Products (CSP):  See “About This Book.” 

SoyaScan Notes: This is a term we have created exclusively 
for use with this database. A SoyaScan Notes Interview 
contains all the important material in short interviews 
conducted and transcribed by William Shurtleff. This 
material has not been published in any other source. Longer 
interviews are designated as such, and listed as unpublished 
manuscripts. A transcript of each can be ordered from 
Soyinfo Center Library. A SoyaScan Notes Summary is a 
summary by William Shurtleff of existing information on 
one subject.

“Note:” When this term is used in a record’s summary, it 
indicates that the information which follows it has been 
added by the producer of this database.

Asterisks at End of Individual References:
 1. An asterisk (*) at the end of a record means that 
Soyinfo Center does not own that document. Lack of an 
asterisk means that Soyinfo Center owns all or part of the 
document.
 2. An asterisk after eng (eng*) means that Soyinfo Center 
has done a partial or complete translation into English of that 
document.
 3. An asterisk in a listing of the number of references 
[23* ref] means that most of these references are not about 
soybeans or soyfoods.

Documents Owned by Soyinfo Center: Lack of an * 
(asterisk) at the end of a reference indicates that the Soyinfo 
Center Library owns all or part of that document. We own 
roughly three fourths of the documents listed. Photocopies of 
hard-to-fi nd documents or those without copyright protection 
can be ordered for a fee. Please contact us for details.

Document Types: The SoyaScan database contains 135+ 
different types of documents, both published (books, 
journal articles, patents, annual reports, theses, catalogs, 
news releases, videos, etc.) and unpublished (interviews, 
unpublished manuscripts, letters, summaries, etc.).

Customized Database Searches: This book was printed 
from SoyaScan, a large computerized database produced 
by the Soyinfo Center. Customized/personalized reports 
are “The Perfect Book,” containing exactly the information 
you need on any subject you can defi ne, and they are now 
just a phone call away. For example: Current statistics on 
tofu and soymilk production and sales in England, France, 
and Germany. Or soybean varietal development and genetic 
research in Third World countries before 1970. Or details on 
all tofu cheesecakes and dressings ever made. You name it, 
we’ve got it. For fast results, call us now!

BIBLIO: The software program used to produce this book 
and the SoyaScan database, and to computerize the Soyinfo 
Center Library is named BIBLIO. Based on Advanced 
Revelation, it was developed by Soyinfo Center, Tony 
Cooper and John Ladd.

History of Soybeans and Soyfoods: Many of our digital 
books have a corresponding chapter in our forthcoming 
scholarly work titled History of Soybeans and Soyfoods 
(4 volumes). Manuscript chapters from that book are now 
available, free of charge, on our website, www.soyinfocenter.
com and many fi nished chapters are available free of charge 
in PDF format on our website and on Google Books.

About the Soyinfo Center: An overview of our publications, 
computerized databases, services, and history is given on our 
website.

Soyinfo Center
P.O. Box 234,
Lafayette, CA 94549 USA
Phone: 925-283-2991 Fax: 925-283-9091 
www.soyinfocenter.com
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1. Helm, Thomas B. 1882. History of Carroll County, 
Indiana, with illustrations and biographical sketches of 
some of its prominent men and pioneers. Chicago, Illinois: 
Kingman Bros. 352 p. Illust. 32 cm. Reprinted in 1966, but 
without the fi rst 100 pages.
• Summary: On page 282 is a nice biography of Solomon 
Fouts, who was born on 16 Dec. 1826 in Montgomery 
County, Ohio. In 1802 his father, Noah Fouts, came to that 
county with his parents from North Carolina; Noah grew 
to manhood there, marrying Eve Zech. In 1833 Noah and 
his family moved to Carroll County, Indiana, settling near 
Camden. After several changes of location, they fi nally 
settled on a farm in Cass County, Indiana, where Noah died 
in March 1845. “He was a man of upright character and 
possessed the warm regard of all who knew him.”
 Solomon Fouts, his son and the subject of this 
biography, fi rst attended school in Ohio. He was 7 years old 
when the family moved to Indiana in 1833. “In the spring 
of 1838, he accompanied his father’s family to what is now 
Deer Creek Township in Cass County, Indiana, where their 
family and the family of Joseph Neff were the fi rst white 
settlers. It was here that he grew to manhood...
 “On 11 August 1860 he was united in marriage with 
Miss Margaret E. Bridge, daughter of James Bridge, a 
prominent and highly respected citizen of Carrollton 
Township. In 1863, he returned to Carroll County and 
purchased a farm in Washington Township, but subsequently 
purchased and located again in Cass County, where he 
remained until the spring of 1872. At that time he purchased 
the farm where he now resides on the line of the Logansport 
and Burlington Turnpike in Carrollton Township.”
 He is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 
Solomon and his wife had nine children. One, James Judson 
Fouts, “is deceased, while Laura J., Noah, Finis Ewing, Mary 
Eve, Emma, Alma, Clara, and Taylor still survive.”
 A large illustration between pages 282 and 283 shows 
the handsome two-story home and barn of Solomon and 
Margaret Fouts. In front of it is a horse and carriage, and a 
split-rail fence.
 A table titled “Members of the Old Settlers’ Society (p. 
163) includes: (1) George S. Fouts, born in Ohio, age 54 in 
1859. Date of settlement in Carroll County: 10 Oct. 1831. (2) 
Martin Wagoner, born in Pennsylvania, age 62 in 1861. Date 
of settlement: May 1832.
 A history of individual Civil War regiments states (p. 
204) that the 51st regiment was organized on 11 Oct. 1861 
at Indianapolis, and mustered into service on 14 Dec. 1861. 
John W. Foutz of Carroll County was drafted into Company I 
of this regiment, then mustered out on 26 Dec. 1865.
 A history of Carrollton Township (p. 277) notes that it 

is located in the eastern extremity of Carroll County. There 
is “no unanimity as to who was the fi rst white family to take 
up its abode here for purposes of improvement. The history 
of the early settlement begins with the year 1832, when 
George Trapp, Johnson Kirkpatrick and George Fouts [born 
9 July 1806; brother of Noah Fouts who was born 28 March 
1801] came to live on lands which they had purchased in the 
preceding year at the Government Land Offi ce. Kirkpatrick 
settled in Section 10; Fouts, in Section 20; Trapp, in Section 
2.” With their axes, they cleared the giant trees of the forest. 
In 1833 Martin Wagoner and family entered land in Section 
5.
 A history of Clay Township (p. 284) notes that it is the 
southwest township of Carroll County. The fi rst settlement, 
in 1835, comprised John Beard, Daniel Wagner, John 
Wagner, Joel Fouts, and Samuel Mooney, all of whom settled 
in the western part of the township. The North Fork Church 
(p. 287), of German Baptist denomination, was erected 
in 1852. Joel Fouts and his wife were among the original 
members.
 A table (p. 350) gives information about the residents of 
various townships. In Carrollton Township: (1) S.W. Fouts, 
in Section 20, settled in 1831. Born in Ohio, his P.O. address 
is Deer Creek. Business: Farmer. (2) Solomon Fouts, in 
Section 22, settled in 1832. Born in Ohio, his P.O. address is 
Deer Creek. Business: Farmer.
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2012) 
concerning the Fouts family, many of whom later did 
pioneering work with soybeans in Carroll County, Indiana. 
Address: Lawyer, Logansport, Cass County, Indiana.

2. Lafayette Daily Journal (Indiana). 1887. Matrimonial: 
Patton-Fouts. Dec. 2. p. 1, col. 5. Friday morning.
• Summary: “The home of Andrew J. Patton, Shelby 
Township, was the scene of a joyous wedding last evening at 
6 o’clock. At that hour his charming daughter, Miss Lillian, 
united her fortunes for life with Noah Fouts, a worthy and 
prosperous young farmer from Carroll county. Elegant 
refreshments followed the vows and the presents were 
innumerable and handsome. They will make their home in 
Carroll county, where the best wishes of a host of friends will 
follow them.”

3. Portrait of the family of Solomon and Margaret Fouts of 
Camden, Indiana (Photograph). 1891. Undated.
• Summary: This handsome 8-by-10 inch black-and-white 
photo, which was taken against an attractive living room 
backdrop, shows Solomon and Margaret Fouts, and their 
eight children. Front row, seated, left to right: Noah Fouts, 
Solomon Fouts, Taylor Fouts (about age 10-12), Margaret 
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(Bridge) Fouts (Solomon’s wife), Laura Fouts (Wickard). 
Back row, standing, left to right: Mary Fouts (Guard), Finis 
Fouts, Emma Fouts (Jones), Clara Fouts (later Grace), and 
Alma Fouts (Getty). Note: Taylor Fouts (born 14 Dec. 1880) 
is the youngest child. The men are dressed in two-piece suits, 
the women in Victorian high-collar tightly-laced dresses. 
Solomon has a slightly curly, white beard.
 The children were born in this order: (1) Laura J. born 
19 July 1861. She married John Wickard on 27 Sept. 1882 
in Carroll Co., Indiana. (2) James Judson born 22 Jan. 1863 
(died at about age 6 months). (3) Noah born 25 Jan. 1864. 
Married Lillie Jane Patton on 1 Dec. 1887 in Indiana. (4) 
Finis Ewing (pronounced FAI-nus) born 21 Nov. 1866. 
Married fi rst Nellie Pottenger on 29 Oct. 1892 in Hamilton 
Co., Ohio. Married second Louanna Kitchel Shanks on 
27 July 1911. (5) Mary Eve born 28 Sept. 1868. Married 
George Thomas Guard on 27 Nov. 1890 in Indiana. (6) 
Emma born 21 Nov. 1870. Married Oliver Morton Jones on 
7 Oct. 1891 in Carroll Co., Indiana. (7) Alma born 27 Sept. 
1872. Married John Albert Getty on 15 June 1897 in Cass 
Co., Indiana. (8) Clara born 29 Aug. 1878. Married Edward 
Henry Judge Grace on 28 Dec. 1904 near Deer Creek, 
Carroll Co., Indiana. (9) Taylor born 14 Dec. 1880. Married 
Lillie May Wagoner on 24 Oct. 1907 in Flora, Carroll Co., 
Indiana.

 Talk with David Fouts of Camden, Indiana. 1998. Nov. 
16. He is related (distantly) to Taylor Fouts and he has a 
large family tree (about 3 feet wide and almost 2 feet high) 
which contains all of the birth and marriage information 
given above, plus genealogical information on the Fouts 
family going back to about 1769. David provided the birth 
dates and names of spouses shown above. Taylor Fouts’ 
daughter (Mary Margaret Bowman) and granddaughter 
(Mara Bowman Hendress) both go to the same church as 
David.

4. LaFayette Journal (Indiana). 1892. Death of Andrew J. 
Patton. Jan. 14. *
• Summary: Andrew J. Patton, one of the prominent 
residents of Perry Township, died Tuesday evening, on 12 
Jan. 1892, at 6:20 o’clock at his home near Monitor.
 Mr. Patton was born in Floyd County, Kentucky, on 10 
March 1816. The family came to Indiana in 1819, locating in 
Orange County, where Mr. Patton’s father died the following 
year. His mother remarried the next year and in 1826 the 
family moved to Montgomery County, removing to this 
County [Tippecanoe] in 1827. In 1838 the family went to 
Arkansas and then to Missouri, but in 1845 they returned 
to this County. On 28 Dec. 1849 the deceased married Miss 
Mary Girrard, a native of Perry Township. In 1856 Mr. 
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Patton moved to Iowa and purchased land in Jones County, 
but returned to Perry Township, where he purchased a fi ne 
farm. All of the Patton’s children survive; their names are 
given, and include Mrs. Lillian Fouts of Carroll County, 
Indiana [wife of Noah Fouts].
 Note: Accompanying this is a two-page typescript titled 
“Andrew J. Patton: Biography.” It has no date or author.

5. L.W. 1902. Experience [with soy beans] dates from the 
“Indiana Farmer” distribution (Letter to the editor). Indiana 
Farmer 62(5):3. Feb. 1.
• Summary: This is the second of three letters published 
under the bold heading: “Experience department–Give 
experience in growing, harvesting and feeding soy beans. 
Give all information possible.”
 “2d Premium.–My experience with the soy bean dates 
from the time the ‘Indiana Farmer’ sent sample packages of 
the beans to its subscribers about 5 years ago [i.e. in about 
1897-1898]. I have been raising them every year since then, 
planting more every year. As a source of protein there is 
nothing a farmer in this section can raise that will compare 
with them, and every animal on the farm will eat them. The 
Dwarf soy bean seems to do the best in the central part of the 
State, producing the most seed, but not so much forage as the 
Medium, for which the season is not long enough to mature 
the seed. When to plant: Do not plant too early. Wait till the 
ground is warm. From the 20th of May till the 10th of June 
would be the proper time. Work the ground down fi ne and 
fi rm with harrow, roller and drag, making it as smooth and 
level as possible, to facilitate harvesting.
 “For planting I use a two horse corn drill, going over 
the fi eld once, and then returning and going over the second 
time, drilling between the rows already planted and making 
the rows 22 inches apart. This is rather close, but it is the 
best that can be done with a 3-ft. 8-in. planter. But by using 
a steady horse they can be cultivated very well. Do not plant 
too deep, 1½ and 2 inches is deep enough. Do not plant in 
a farrow, but put on top, setting the drill so it will plant the 
bean about 3 to 4 inches apart in the row for a seed crop; but 
for a hay or ensilage crop they can be planted with a wheat 
drill set so the beans will be about 2 inches in the rows. 
Should a heavy rain fall after planting, and the ground bakes 
hard before the beans get through, take a light iron harrow 
or weeder and go over to break the crust; otherwise they will 
come up poorly on clay ground. When the beans are about 
3 inches high, if the ground is hard, I would use a one horse 
cultivator with 14 small teeth, to loosen the soil without 
throwing the dirt too much. After this would use the weeder 
or harrow, unless the ground would get packed again, when 
I would use the cultivator followed by the weeder, till the 
plants get 8 or 10 inches high, when cultivation should cease, 
as they will keep ahead of the weeds if properly cultivated 
till this time.
 “The Dwarf will grow from 10 inches to 30 inches high, 

according to the season and the quality of the ground. If 
wanted for hay, cut with a womer [mower] when the seeds 
are in the dough, then the stock will eat every thing up clean. 
But if wanted for seed, wait till the pods are yellow and the 
leaves are mostly fallen off. Now comes the tug of war and 
the main drawback of the crop. In 1900 I had an acre planted 
from which I threshed 36 bushels of seed. I cut and bound 
them with the self-binder, but I lost a great deal of the seed, 
as they grew down close on the stalk and the binder could 
not cut low enough to get them. When I would tilt the binder 
the leaves on the ground would strip on the guards and choke 
the binder, so I had to cut them about 3 inches high. I set 4 
sheaves together in a shock, without capping, and left them 
in the fi eld till cured, and then threshed them on a wheat 
separator, which should have been the concaves taken out 
and a board in the place to prevent splitting the beans. They 
thresh easily.
 “This year I rented 5 acres of good ground to see what 
they would do there, but I found out the better the ground the 
better the crop. Owing to the season, and not being cultivated 
as they should have been, I only got 30 bushels from the 5 
acres. I learned they would do better by cultivating them. I 
only went over them twice with weeder, while I should have 
used the cultivator once. As the beans were not very tall, I 
thought I would use the self rake to cut them, with which I 
could cut closer than with the binder, but still nearly half of 
them were left on the ground. I left them lying on the fi eld 
until ready to thresh, but here is a loss there, as the pods 
burst open when lying in the sun. Taking all in consideration, 
the binder is preferable for harvesting. I saw an illustration of 
an attachment to be used on a two-horse cultivator to cut the 
plant off under the ground, which, if it will work, would be 
the thing, but I have my doubts about it, as the stalk is hard 
and woody to cut.”
 Note 1. In a letter of 23 Aug. 2000 to William Shurtleff, 
Lee Parsons notes: Concerning the statement that “the 
‘Indiana Farmer’ sent sample packages of the beans to 
its subscribers about 5 years ago...” “I have not found 
published references in earlier volumes of The Indiana 
Farmer to such a distribution. I believe that sometime in 
1898 that publication did announce a general distribution 
of soybean seed offered by the USDA. I wonder if either of 
these instances is when Solomon Fouts got the seed he fi rst 
planted.”
 Note 2. In 1896 or 1898–Solomon Fouts (father of 
Noah, Finis, and Taylor Fouts) received two varieties of 
soybean seeds, free of charge from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. He planted them on his farm near Deer Creek, 
Carroll County, Indiana.
 Note 3. This is the earliest document seen (Jan. 2003) 
that mentions the term “self-binder” in connection with 
soybean production.
 Note 4. Talk with Ted Hymowitz, soybean historian and 
professor of plant genetics, Univ. of Illinois. 2000. Aug. 29. 
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A number of early American farm publications distributed 
new seeds to their readers by announcing in the publication 
that interested readers were invited to write for a free sample 
package. They did not (as far as Ted knows) send free seed 
samples to all of their readers. In exchange, they hoped to 
write about the farmers’ experiences in growing the new 
seeds. Address: Hamilton County, Indiana.

6. Portrait of the family of Solomon and Margaret Fouts of 
Camden, Indiana (Photograph). 1902. Undated.
• Summary: This handsome 8-by-10 inch black-and-white 
photo, which appears to have been taken against an attractive 
living room backdrop, shows Solomon and Margaret Fouts, 
and their eight children.
 Front row, seated, left to right: Laura Fouts (Wickard), 
Solomon Fouts, Margaret (Bridge) Fouts (Solomon’s wife), 
Noah Fouts. Back row, standing, left to right: Alma Fouts 
(Getty), Finis Fouts, Mary Fouts (Guard), Taylor Fouts, 
Emma Fouts (Jones), Clara Fouts (Grace).
 Note 1. As of 1902, only two of the Fouts children 
shown in this photo had not yet married: Taylor Fouts, the 
youngest, married in Oct. 1907. Clara Fouts, the next to 
youngest, married in Dec. 1904.
 Note 2. Talk with Bill Fouts. 1999. March 28. Bill says 
that his brother Tom (Captain Stubby) has the original of this 
photo.

7. Fouts, Solomon. 1905. Last will and testament of Solomon 
Fouts. Carroll County, Indiana. 4 p. Unpublished manuscript.
• Summary: This is typewritten copy of Solomon’s will, 

signed 24 July 1905. Solomon died on 1 April 1907. The 
original will, recorded April 27, 1907, is found in Will 
Record 7, page 387, Carroll County Courthouse, Indiana. 
“First:–I bequeath my soul to God who gave it being, and my 
body to the earth from whence it came.
 “Second:–I order and direct that there be a memorial 
headstone placed at the head of my grave, of suitable size 
and proper construction to admit the following obituary 
inscription on the front face, ‘Here lies a pioneer of this 
county’ and on one end of said head-stone, my epitaph, and 
my beloved wife’s on the other end, it being my desire that 
she be buried by my side.”
 Fourth: His wife shall “be left in full possession of the 
homestead, being one hundred and sixty acres, to-wit:–the 
North East quarter of Section twenty-two (22) township 
twenty fi ve (25)...
 “Fifth:–I order and direct my executors by the consent 
of my wife, to rent to Taylor Fouts, my youngest son, the 
above said homestead for a time indefi nite, on the following 
basis of value for said farm at fi fty dollars per acre, being 
eight thousand dollars at four per cent on said value, making 
three hundred and twenty dollars, annual rent to be due each 
succeeding tenth of April...”
 Eighth: Noah Fouts shall pay $150 annual rent to 
Solomon’s wife until she dies, for the 80 acres of land lying 
adjacent to Noah’s farm.
 Tenth: Finis Fouts shall pay $90 annual rent to 
Solomon’s wife until she dies, for the 80 acres of land lying 
adjacent to Noah’s farm.
 Twelfth through Sixteenth: Divides up his real estate 
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among his children after he and his wife have died. 
Seventeenth: He appoints the following to execute his will: 
Noah Fouts in behalf of his sons, and John E. Wickard 
in behalf of his daughters. Address: Deer Creek, Carroll 
County, Indiana.

8. Fouts, Solomon. 1906. An old settler’s reminiscences 
of early the early settlement of Carroll and Cass counties, 
Indiana: Written for the Indiana Farmer. Indiana Farmer 
61(19):9. May 12.
• Summary: “In the fall of 1833 my father with his family 
moved from Montgomery county, Ohio, along the National 
road to Indianapolis, thence north on the Michigan road, then 
just opened, to Deercreek, ten miles south of Logansport; 
thence down said stream seven miles, near Camden, Carroll 
county, Indiana, where we located, on land previously 
bought from Uncle Sam, right in the bush, not a stick cut. 
Father secured a cabin from a neighbor for two weeks, till we 
enclosed ours. The fi rst meal that we ate in our new home we 
sat around the fi re hearth, the chimney only partly cased up. 
We dined on mulled butter-milk, corn bread, pork, and other 
things to fi ll in.
 “Now the trials of a pioneer commenced; neighbors 
were very scarce; the cabin had to be made comfortable for 
winter, our means were scant...”
 “Every year increased our ability and strength to cope 
with obstacles that lay in the way of the pioneer, to bring the 
country to its present stage of development. I do not suppose 
that the present generation realizes but faintly the trials and 
hard knocks the fi rst settlers of this country endured.”
 “In the winter of ‘37 and ‘38 father and Mr. Joseph Neff, 
a neighbor, sold out at a good profi t on their investment, 
and moved east to the Michigan road, three miles, on what 
was then known as the Miami reserve, secured from the 
Miami Indians, in the treaty of 1826, and ceded to the State 
of Indiana to construct the Wabash and Erie canal. This land 
was not yet surveyed... Our neighbor moved on the 26th 
of March, 1838; we moved on the 28th. On the 29th we 
roofed our cabin... We were the fi rst white settlers in Deer 
Creek township, Cass county, Indiana. Wild game of almost 
every kind was plenty, also Indians, who were a frequent 
annoyance to us.”
 Solomon also describes: The many deer who came near 
the family home during the winter. Carrying sugar water in 
the spring, then boiling it. Clearing the land and growing 
corn for food and fodder. The great meteoric shower of 1833. 
Discovering in the spring that they had built their cabin 50 
yards from a snake den. When the two boys were bathing in 
the creek 60 rods from home, being surprised by Indians and 
escaping naked through a big patch of stinging nettles.
 “Continued next week.” Address: Camden, Indiana.

9. Fouts, Solomon. 1906. An old settler’s reminiscences 
of early the early settlement of Carroll and Cass counties, 

Indiana: Written for the Indiana Farmer. Indiana Farmer 
61(20):3. May 19.
• Summary: “Continued from last week.
 “But the aggravating thing to us young folks just 
commenced when we had to hoe the corn and fi ght 
mosquitoes, gnats, dig out nettles, grass and kill snakes. The 
black and yellow rattlers were plenty and a terror to us, but 
we fi nally subdued them... Every succeeding year was a little 
better for us.
 Also discusses: Trapping and shooting wolves for 
bounty money. It was “the fi rst wolf catch in Deer creek 
township, Cass Co. Trapping was quite a business for a time. 
Four young men went to Delphi, then our county seat, with 
13 scalps in the spring, that they had taken during the winter. 
Wolf trading still went on with success, but after the Indians 
were transported west, wolves gradually disappeared. Deer, 
raccoons, mink and otter were also plenty. To hunt them was 
fun and recreation for the boys, and their pelts were a source 
of revenue, it being their usual means to secure Sunday fi x-
ups.”
 Hunting deer on moonless nights, behind a blind in the 
bow of their canoe. They made a special bright candle by 
mixing bee’s wax and tallow. They could usually approach 
within two rods. Solomon and his brother killed two deer one 
night.
 “The pioneer of this country had to depend on himself 
and family largely for their own comfort; hence it was 
necessary to create, invent and appropriate all the means 
in reach to become as near self sustaining as possible. 
Our family made all their own wear, even down to shoes. 
Spinning wheels and looms were a necessary part of 
household furniture. That fl ax patch that some of your 
correspondents have written about, was in demand from year 
to year. Well do I remember the fl ax-pulling; it was fun for a 
dozen boys and girls...” The fl ax was then dried on the fl oor, 
and in the fall it was spread out on the green grass to rot. 
“When the fi ber loosened nicely from the stalk, it was put 
in the dry, till it was wanted at the factory, where it would 
undergo the siege of breaking, scrutching, and hatcheling 
[hackling = combing] then to the spinning wheel and reel, 
and fi nely [sic] it was run through the loom, to be made to 
cut, fi t, and wear. The best of the lint was used for linen, for 
the men folks’ shirts and women folks’ dresses, after being 
suitably colored. Wool was made into fl annel for shirts and 
dresses, for winter wear.”
 The long winter of ‘42 and ‘43. In early April, a team 
of horses heading for Logansport could cross the Wabash 
River on the ice. The corn was planted in mid-May. This 
harsh winter destroyed many wild animals–quail, squirrels, 
raccoon and some deer. Turkeys survived by living on 
browse. Only your oldest readers will remember this long 
winter, which was two winters in one. Address: Camden, 
Indiana.
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10. Wiancko, A.T. 1907. Results of cooperative tests of 
varieties of corn, wheat, oats, soy beans and cow peas. 
Indiana (Purdue) Agricultural Experiment Station, Bulletin 
No. 117. p. 367-94. Feb. See p. 390-91.
• Summary: The section titled “Results of tests of varieties 
of soy beans” (p. 390-91) states that in 1906 some 56 tests 
of soy bean varieties were conducted throughout the state 
of Indiana. “Of these 47 consisted of the regular sets of 
varieties and only 8 satisfactory reports were received.” Two 
tables, which occupy a full page (p. 391) show the results 
of satisfactory tests in northern and central Indiana, with the 
name of each “experimenter,” his post offi ce and county, the 
varieties tested, and the yield for each variety (in lbs total dry 
matter of the plants, and bushels of grain). The experimenters 
in northern Indiana were G.W. Newcomer (Waterloo, 
DeKalb Co.), T. Fouts [Taylor Fouts] (Camden, Carroll 
County), and C.E. Hatch (Kentland, Newton Co.). Four 
varieties were tested. The seed yields (in bushels per acre) 
were: Ito San (30.4), Early Brown (31.6), Soy Bean 12399 
(31.4), and Ogema [Ogemaw] (16.0). Average: 27.3. Note: 
Fouts tested only three varieties: Ito San, Early Brown, and 
“Soy Bean 12339.” Since he had the lowest yield for each 
variety among the three growers who reported from northern 
Indiana, his yields were not included when calculating the 
averages.
 The growers in central Indiana were W. Essig (Tipton, 
Tipton Co.), C. Eichinger (Montmorenci, Tippecanoe Co.), 
and the Experiment Station (Lafayette, Tippecanoe Co.). 
Four varieties were tested. The seed yields (in bushels per 
acre) were: Ito San (27.0), Early Brown (20.0), Ogema 
(20.0), Dwarf Early Yellow (18.0).
 The Medium Early Yellow does not appear in either 
of these tables, but it is discussed on p. 390: “The Medium 
Early Yellow is a late maturing variety and probably suitable 
only to the southern portion of the state. At the Station it 
ripens about October 20, or in about 150 days from time of 
planting. It usually requires a severe frost to ripen it. The 
freezing however, seems to do little harm to the quality of 
the seed. This variety has relatively large plants, with long, 
slender stems and branches, and an abundance of foliage, 
making it the most suitable variety for feeding green of 
making into hay.”
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Jan. 2005) that 
mentions Taylor Fouts (of Camden, Carroll County, Indiana), 
or any of the Fouts Brothers, in connection with soybeans. 
This is also the earliest document seen (April 2001) that 
mentions specifi c soy bean varieties grown by Taylor Fouts. 
Address: Agriculturist.

11. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1907. Death 
Solomon Fouts at home at Deer Creek. April 6. p. 5.
• Summary: “Solomon Fouts one of the best known and 
most highly respected citizens of this county, died at his 
home at Deer Creek Monday, April 1, 1907, aged 80 years, 3 

months, and 15 days. He was born in Montgomery County, 
Ohio, Dec. 16, 1826 and moved to Indiana with his parents 
in the fall of 1833 and has been a resident of Carroll county 
ever since, save 5 years he spent in Cass county. He was one 
of the most successful farmers in the county and amassed 
considerable wealth.”
 “He was united in marriage Aug. 11, 1860, to Margaret 
E. Bridge, who survives him. To this union nine children 
were born, all living except James who died in infancy. They 
are Mrs. Laura J. Wickard, Noah, Finis, Mrs. Emma Jones, 
of Danville, Illinois; Mrs. Mary Guard, Mrs. Alma Getty, of 
Logansport [Indiana], Mrs. Clara Grace, of Logansport, and 
Taylor.”
 “In politics he was a republican and in former years was 
quite active in the affairs of the county, having served as 
county commissioner. In 1842 he united with Camden C.P. 
church and soon afterward became a charter member of the 
Hopewell congregation at Wheeling. In the winter of 1845-
6 he was elected a ruling elder and served as such until the 
time of his death.”
 “He was laid to rest in the beautiful Presbyterian 
cemetery at Deer Creek Wednesday, April 3. The following 
elders, some of whom he had served with for many years, 
acted as pallbearers: Jos. Trent, J.W. Bridge, T.C. Forgey, 
S.W. Fouts, James Stone, I.N. Wagoner, James Delaplane, 
I.N. Landes, assisted by George Shanklin and John A. Blue, 
of the Cutler and Flora Presbyterian churches.”
 “The services were conducted by the pastor, Rev. H.W. 
Steen.”
 “Anticipating the end Mr. Fouts had prepared a sketch 
of his life which was read at the funeral services. He had also 
selected texts of scripture and songs to be used. The music 
was beautifully rendered by a quartette, composed of Dr. J.E. 
Kitchell, Dr. W.B. and Mrs. Egan and Miss Lilly Wagoner, 
accompanied on the piano by Miss Mary Fouts.”
 “Mr. Fouts leaves a wife, eight children, twenty-fi ve 
grand children and a large circle of friends to mourn his 
death.”
 Note 1. Solomon’s wife, Margaret, died in 1911. Note 
2. Talk with Bill Fouts. 1999. March 27. Solomon started 
the church that Bill still attends–with a meeting in his log 
cabin. Bill (who is about age 70) is the fourth generation of 
Fouts that have attended that church. The Hopewell Church 
and the Camden Church merged; the name was changed 
about 15 years ago to Deer Creek Presbyterian Church. 
Hopewell was the name of a group of American Indians. 
The Hopewell Cemetery and the Deer Creek Cemetery are 
one and the same; this cemetery is presently located about 
35 rods [200 yards] east of the Deer Creek Presbyterian 
Church in the little town of Deer Creek. Members of the 
Fouts family buried is this cemetery include Solomon and 
his three sons. The other cemetery, where many of the early 
pioneer Fouts are buried, is the Center Cemetery, located 
out in the countryside in Cass County, about 2 miles from 
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the Hopewell Cemetery. The Center Cemetery is located 
on the same piece of land on which the early Noah Fouts 
(1801-1845), the father of Solomon Fouts, built his original 
log cabin. A new gravestone for that Noah Fouts, his wife 
Eve Zech (1796-1846), and their children now stands on the 
family plot. For details see Nov. 1992 letter from Bill Fouts 
to Fouts family cousins.

12. Carroll County Citizen-Times (Delphi, Indiana). 1907. 
Over the county: Brief news items that are of general interest 
to our local readers. Oct. 26. p. 1, cols. 1-2. Saturday.
• Summary: “Thursday evening at the home of the bride’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Wagoner, in Flora, occurred the 
marriage of their daughter, Miss Lillie May Wagoner, to 
Taylor Fouts, of Deer Creek. They are popular young people 
of the county and the Citizen-Times joins their many friends 
in extending congratulations.”
 The section titled “Marriage Licenses” on this same 
front page includes: “Taylor Fouts and Lillie M. Wagoner.”

13. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1907. Prominent 
Carroll county families are united by marriage. Oct. 26. p. 1. 
Saturday.
• Summary: “At the home of the bride’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. Wagoner, in this city [Flora] Thursday evening 
[Oct. 24], occurred the nuptials of Taylor Fouts of Deer 
Creek and Miss Lillie Wagoner. Promptly at the appointed 
hour the young people unattended marched into the room 
and were met at the marriage altar by O.L. Prentice, who 
performed the marriage ceremony, using the ring ceremony 
of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Fouts is one of the most 
worthy, as well as prosperous young men of Carroll county. 
He, after graduating from the agricultural department of 
Purdue University, took charge of one of the fi nest farms in 
the county, which he now owns and manages. Miss Wagoner 
is a graduate of the musical department of Valparaiso and 
holds a teachers’ certifi cate from that institution. Since 
graduating she has engaged in teaching and also served the 
Presbyterian church as organist. The wedding was witnessed 
by a large number of relatives of both the young people. 
They left on an evening train for Detroit [Michigan] to enjoy 
a brief wedding trip. After the 15th they will be home on the 
farm. Many friends rejoice in the happy union and bid them 
Godspeed on life’s fair journey.”

14. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1908. Dies in 
California where she went in search of health. April 18. p. 3, 
col. 2.
• Summary: “Nellie M. Pottenger [who died on 1 April 
1908] was born in Hamilton county, Ohio, in 1873. Being 
surrounded by Christian infl uences in the home and 
community she united with the United Brethern church at the 
age of ten years. She developed into womanhood surrounded 
by good educational and social advantages and had equipped 

herself creditably for life’s work. Oct. 29, 1892, she was 
united in marriage to Finis E. Fouts, to whom she had been 
a loving and devoted wife. She affi liated with the Hopewell 
Presbyterian Church in 1893, where she continued to live 
a consistent christian [sic] life. In recent years her health 
became impaired and in company with her immediate family 
went to California in search of medical aid and treatment. 
With the advice of relatives and specialists she entered the 
California hospital at Los Angeles and on April 1 succumbed 
to the inevitable. The deceased leaves a father and mother, 
three brothers and one sister, a devoted husband and fi ve 
loving children to mourn their loss.”
 Note: Nellie went to California largely to obtain the 
advice and care of her brother, Francis M. Pottenger, M.D., a 
tuberculosis specialist in Monrovia, California.

15. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1908. Suffered 
nervous collapse after death of his wife. April 18. p. 2, col. 3.
• Summary: “As a result of the recent loss of his wife 
[Nellie M. Pottenger Fouts] and the long journey to and from 
California, Finis Fouts, a farmer living east of Deer Creek, 
has suffered a nervous collapse and is lying in a serious 
condition at his home east of Deer Creek. The constant 
attendance upon his sick wife, the long journey and the 
distress of mind at her death caused a nervous collapse and 
his condition is considered critical by his many friends.”

16. Fouts, Taylor. 1909. Opportunities on the farm for the 
trained man. Purdue Agriculturist (Indiana) 3(9):3-5. June.
• Summary: Writing in this “Alumni” section, Taylor Fouts 
argues that a farmer with an agricultural education has 
numerous advantages over one without it, in such fi elds as 
soil improvement (where one must known something of soil 
chemistry, general chemistry, bacteriology, and geology), 
crop improvement, livestock improvement, farm economics, 
farm management, farm mechanics, etc. “The writer believes 
that the time and money used by him in preparation for 
life on the farm, by attending Purdue has already been 
amply repaid to say nothing of the pleasant experiences 
and associations of college life, a better acquaintance with 
the work of men, and the satisfaction enjoyed by a brighter 
outlook upon life.”
 Note: This is the earliest of 7 articles seen (Oct. 2012) 
written by Taylor Fouts. Soy is not mentioned. Address: 
Class of 1902, Purdue, Indiana.

17. Proceedings of the Farmers’ National Congress of the 
United States. 1909. Abstracts from correspondence. 29:128.
• Summary: “I take great pleasure in forwarding my 
membership fee of one dollar. I consider it both an honor 
and privilege to hold my membership in this worthy 
organization.–Taylor Fouts, Camden, Indiana.” Address: 
Secretary.
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18. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1911. Mrs. Fouts 
stricken with apoplexy and death sudden. Nov. 4. p. 1.
• Summary: Mrs. Solomon Fouts was born on 6 July 1838 
in Butler County, Ohio, the daughter of James and Eve 
Bridge. Mrs. Fouts moved with her parents to Carroll county 
in 1852 and settled on a farm near Deer Creek on which 
she has since resided. She died on 1 Nov. 1911 in her home 
near Deer Creek, Indiana, at age 73 years and 4 months. The 
cause of death was apoplexy. She was buried at Deer Creek 
Cemetery. F.H. Deer Creek Presbyterian church. She was 
united in marriage to Solomon Fouts on 11 Aug. 1860. To 
this union were born nine children, one son dying in infancy. 
The eight surviving children are: Mrs. John Wickard, Noah 
Fouts, Finis E. Fouts, Mrs. George Guard, Mrs. O.M. Jones 
(Danville, Illinois), Mrs. Alma J. Getty (Ft. Wayne, Indiana), 
Mrs. E.N. Grace (Logansport), and Taylor Fouts. There is 
also one sister, Mrs. Jennie Gates (Decatur, Illinois) and one 
brother, J.C. Bridge (Logansport), plus 27 grandchildren, and 
one great grandchild. Her husband, Solomon Fouts, died on 
1 April 1907. Religion: Member of Hopewell Presbyterian 
church.
 “They were prominent pioneers of this county and 
did much in building up our institutions and making our 
present favorable conditions. Grandma Fouts came into the 
Hopewell Presbyterian church at an early age and by her 
godly example she was infl uential in having her children and 
grandchildren in connecting themselves with the Church of 
Christ.”

19. Wiancko, Alfred T. 1913. Cow peas and soy beans. 
Revised ed. Purdue University Agricultural Extension 
Bulletin No. 2. 8 p. March.
• Summary: Contents: Introduction. Soil adaptation. Soil 
preparation. Inoculation. When and how to sow cowpeas 
and soy beans. Harvesting and threshing (for hay, for seed). 
Varieties for Indiana.
 This Bulletin begins: “Cowpeas and soy beans are 
leguminous crops which are rapidly gaining favor in 
Indiana agriculture. Farmers all over the state are becoming 
interested in them and are learning their great value as grain 
and forage crops and for the improvement of soil fertility. 
Their power to gather nitrogen from the air, the large amount 
of organic matter they are capable of producing, and their 
benefi cial effect upon the tilth of clay soils are qualities 
which commend them in the highest degree, to say nothing 
of their value as feeding stuffs.
 “On most Indiana soils the cowpea is primarily a forage 
crop, while the soy bean will generally give best results 
as a grain crop. Both are excellent as cover crops or green 
manures for plowing under, providing large amounts of 
organic matter rich in nitrogen. Of the two, the cowpea is 
perhaps to be preferred for the latter purpose, but that point is 
not settled. Of similar sized varieties, sometimes one will do 
better and sometimes the other, according to soil adaptation, 

degree of inoculation, etc.”
 “Varieties for Indiana (p. 7): There is great variation in 
the time of maturity among varieties of both soy beans and 
cowpeas. Large numbers of varieties (over 200 of soy beans) 
have been tested in this state, some ripening inside of three 
months, while others were still grass green when destroyed 
by frost. It is very important, therefore, to give careful 
attention to the selection of varieties.”
 Page 8: The following varieties of soy beans may be 
recommended:
 “Northern Indiana:–Ito San, Early Brown, Black Beauty.
 “Central and Southern Indiana:–Hollybrook, Ito San, 
Early Brown, Sable, Mikado.
 Where to get seed–Soy beans [all in Indiana]:
 “Taylor Fouts, Camden.
 “Isaac A. Smith, Warren.
 “C.L. Meharry, Attica.
 “W.R. Butler, Kokomo.
 “Troyer Bros., Losantville.
 “F.W. Greenwell, Jr., Huntertown.
 “A.H. Hadley, Monrovia.
 “R.G. East, Worthington.
 “A.B. Talmage, Wabash.”
 Footnote: “Farmers are cautioned to examine samples 
of the seed before purchasing. The names and addresses are 
given for the convenience of farmers and the Station should 
not be held responsible for the quality of the seed.” Address: 
Dep. of Soils and Crops, Purdue University Experiment 
Station.

20. Reynolds, Will. 1914. A crop with many profi ts: Soy 
beans are good for fertilizer, for pasture, for hay, for seed. 
Country Gentleman 79(12):9. March 21.
• Summary: “Soy beans have been grown in the United 
States for the past twenty years, yet comparatively few 
farmers are interested in the crop. Soy beans will be our 
salvation when clover fails. They can be used for green 
manure, for pasture, for hay, for seed... Why should we not 
grow our supplement for corn in the Corn Belt? In nearly 
every system of rotation in the Orient, described by Prof. 
F.H. King [Farmers of Forty Centuries, 1911], we fi nd the 
soy bean... The oil from the beans is extracted and the bean 
cake is used for both feed and fertilizer.”
 “Beans should be inoculated: Certain varieties of soy 
beans are better adapted than other to certain uses and 
conditions. The earlier-maturing varieties may be grown 
in Northern latitudes with more certainty of the crop’s 
maturing than later ones.” “Varieties that have done well 
in the North are Ito San, Early Brown, Black Beauty, and 
Parson’s Auburn. Ito San is more extensively grown and is 
better known than any other early maturing variety, but some 
growers prefer Auburn, which is a higher yielder and as early 
as Ito... Wilson is a promising hay and forage variety, but is 
not a good yielder. For a general-purpose bean, Sable and 
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Mikado are both good, while Ito San is the best all-around 
bean for its locality.”
 “For best results, soy beans should be inoculated. The 
most practical method is to secure soil from men who have 
grown them, using two quarts of soil to each bushel of seed. 
This can be mixed with the seed at planting time. When the 
beans are drilled in rows from eighteen to thirty pounds of 
seed will be required to the acre. An ordinary corn planter 
may be used to drill the seed by setting over the shoes and 
wheel so there will be forty inches between the rows. Set the 
planter to drop about eight beans to the foot in the rows.”
 “Taylor Fouts, of Carroll County, Indiana, has 
successfully followed the following practice: For some 
time he has grown Hollybrook soy beans and corn together 
for silage, hogging off, and lambing off. A corn planter 
with fertilizer attachment is used, mixing twelve pounds 
of beans with fertilizer for each acre. At one operation the 
corn and beans are drilled; both appear at the same time, 
and cultivation is practiced as for corn alone. If there is 
no fertilizer attachment the corn and beans may be drilled 
together, equal quantities of each being mixed in the grain 
box and the speed and plates adjusted to suit.
 “About September fi rst the feeding lambs are turned into 
the fi eld to feed on the bean foliage, pods and corn blades. 
Mr. Fouts also fi nds the combination highly profi table in 
hogging off, saying: ‘There is no produce that compares 
with it acre for acre. The hogs keep thrifty and make rapid 
and economical gains.’ Another point in favor of this 
intercropping of corn and soybeans is that it makes a very 
valuable and complete ration to put into the silo.”
 “Harvesting for seed: Various implements are employed 
in harvesting soy beans for seed–the mower with a side-
delivery buncher, the binder, the bean harvester, the self-
rake reaper–or they may be pulled by hand.” The self-rake 
is good, inexpensive machine for “harvesting soys... For 
varieties of soys with an erect and tall growing habit the 
binder is very satisfactory.”
 Photos show: (1) A single stalk of Black Champion 
variety soy beans against a ruler to show its size. (2) A fi eld 
of soy bean plants that have been harvested and piled in 
cocks. “The less the vines are handled the greater will be the 
crop of seed.”
 Note 1. This is the earliest article seen (August 1996) in 
Country Gentleman which contains the word “soys.” This 
word was used in at least 20 articles in Country Gentleman 
from March 1914 to Nov. 1929.
 Note 2. This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2004) 
that mentions “lambing off” (or “lambing down”) soybeans.
 Note 3. This is the second earliest document seen (Oct. 
2012) that mentions specifi c soybean varieties grown by 
Taylor Fouts, and the earliest article seen stating that he 
grew the Hollybrook variety. “For some time he has grown 
Hollybrook soy beans and corn together for silage, hogging 
off, and lambing off.”

 Note 4. This is the earliest document seen (Aug. 2004) 
that mentions the soybean varieties Black Champion [later 
renamed Peking], Mikado, Parson’s Auburn, or Sable. As of 
June 2008, the variety “Parson’s Auburn” is mentioned only 
twice in the SoyaScan database; the second mention was also 
in Country Gentleman in May 1916. Parson’s Auburn was 
probably developed by Adrian Parsons (of Indiana) who also 
developed the Mikado (see above; Adrian Parsons wrote to 
the USDA in about 1914 that Auburn was his 2nd heaviest 
yielder after Mikado). The regular “Auburn” variety was fi rst 
mentioned in a 1910 document.

21. Fouts, Taylor. 1915. Soy beans–A coming crop. Purdue 
Agriculturist (Indiana) 9(4):9-13. Jan.
• Summary: Contents: Introduction. Rotation. Seeding. 
Cultivation. Beans and corn. Soy beans for hay and seed. 
Effect upon the soil. This article begins: “We regard soy 
beans as one of our regular crops. Given a place in our crop 
rotation, it has proven itself to be a soil improver, a meat 
producer, and a money getter. It is truly a worthy crop, 
and can certainly be grown for profi t on our Indiana stock 
farms. Some ten years ago our attention was directed to 
the soy bean because of its essential properties, and each 
succeeding year’s experience has made it possible for us to 
grow and utilize the crop more economically. Really, the soy 
bean has become a habit, as it were, in our crop and feeding 
operations.”
 “Rotation: Our rotation consists of corn, soy beans, 
wheat and clover. When clover fails we substitute the legume 
that is reliable–soy beans... we are now drilling soy beans 
in all our corn, the combination being utilized for silage, 
‘hogging off,’ or for fattening range lambs.”
 Lists four advantages of sowing corn and soy beans 
together. The Hollybrook variety is especially well adapted 
to this use. “We know that soy beans net us more profi t per 
acre than any of our other crops, with the possible exception 
of alfalfa, if sold in the market. We had one fi eld of beans 
that threshed out over 30 bushels per acre but 16 to 20 
bushels is the average on our clay soil.”
 The article ends with a prediction: “Uses of soy beans: 
New uses are constantly being made of soy beans. It seems 
probable that the next few years will see the development of 
a new industry converting the commercial soy bean into soy 
bean oil and meal. The latter will be used to supplement corn 
in grain rations, or better still, to add a very rich protein meal 
to the human food list to balance up the long list of starchy 
carbonaceous foods now consumed. The extracted oils will 
enter into many preparations similar to other well known 
vegetable oils. When these outlets are opened soy beans will 
indeed become one of our substantial crops.”
 Photos show: (1) Many hogs on a fi eld of mature soy 
beans. “Hogging off soy beans. A profi table method of 
utilizing the crop.” (2) Piles of soy bean hay on the farm 
of Mr. Taylor Fouts. (3) Harvesting soybeans. Two horses 
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are pulling a man seated on a mower having a side-delivery 
attachment.
 Note: This is the earliest article seen (Oct. 2012) written 
by Taylor Fouts about soy beans. Address: Class of 1902, 
Purdue, Indiana.

22. Smith, William C. 1915. Food for men, stock and 
soil: Soy beans–a single or a combination crop for farms 
everywhere. Country Gentleman 80(15):685-86. April 10.
• Summary: The author planted soybeans on his 
Vetchfalfa Farm in Indiana in 1914. The crop is a strong 
drought resister. In Indiana the most widely used variety 
is Hollybrook. Four methods of planting soybeans are 
described: (1) Broadcast or put through a common wheat 
drill. (2) Put the seed into the corn planter, using the smallest 
drill plate, and drill as you would corn; then go back, straddle 
the rows, and drill between the fi rst rows. (3) Same as the 
second method but without the second planting; use 1 bushel 
of seed per acre. (4) The method now most frequently used 
in Indiana and one of the most profi table. At corn planting 
time, after the soil has been prepared as for planting corn, 
drill with the corn 12 pounds to the acre of soy-bean seed. 
“The beans may be mixed with the corn and the two kinds of 
seed run through the drill together...”
 The soy beans can be harvested by sheep and hogs. 
“The crop should be cut with a self binder and shocked the 
same as wheat, or cut with a mower, cured for several days, 
raked into windrows and put into small cocks. To have 
clean-looking seed all the beans must be mature... The beans 
may be threshed with a regular threshing machine with the 
concaves taken out.”
 “Soy beans will yield from twelve to twenty-fi ve bushels 
of seed to the acre. My crop in 1914 yielded twenty bushels 
to the acre. The seed in Indiana sells for two dollars and a 
half a bushel retail, and two dollars a bushel wholesale...
 “Carroll County, Indiana, was the fi rst county in the 
state to celebrate Soy Bean Day. The meeting was held last 
September on the farms of Taylor and Noah Fouts, who 
have grown hundreds of acres of soy beans, and hundreds 
of people were in attendance... In the afternoon the crowd 
assembled upon the lawn of Taylor Fouts’ home to hear 
addresses by Purdue University’s soy-bean expert, Isaac 
Smith, a pioneer Indiana grower of soy beans, the author 
and others.” Soy beans are offensive to chinch bugs [Blissus 
leucopterus].
 Photos show: (1) “A promising fi eld of soy beans on 
the author’s Vetchfalfa Farm that produced twenty bushels 
of seed to the acre in the driest season in thirty-fi ve years. 
These beans were not inoculated, but were sown in rows 
with a corn planter and cultivated the same as corn.” A man 
(perhaps the author), wearing a hat, is shown standing in 
the fi eld. (2) Soy beans that have been raked into windrows 
then put into small cocks. (3) Three typical soy-bean plants 
of Hollybrook variety, uprooted, with leaves and pods, 36 

inches in height. “Each plant bears about a hundred pods.” 
(4) Two men standing in a fi eld of soy beans grown in corn. 
“The corn produced ninety bushels to the acre. The beans 
were inoculated, the corn was gathered for seed, and the 
beans were hogged off.”

23. Beavers, J.C. 1915. Soy beans with corn: A good 
combination for hogs, lambs and silos. Country Gentleman 
80(20):28. May. 15.
• Summary: “In 1910 Dr. Isaac A. Smith, of Huntington 
County, Indiana, grew six and a half acres of soy beans, 
which were hogged off. The hogs were turned on the fi eld 
during the fi rst half of September and remained on the fi eld 
about seventy days.”
 “The amount of corn fed per acre of beans hogged off 
was 27.5 bushels. The gain in live weight averaged 823 
pounds an acre... If pork is valued at seven cents a pound 
the return per acre would be $34.51. This is not a bad return 
for a leguminous crop that is grown partly for the purpose of 
improving the soil.”
 “Another profi table way of growing soy beans for hogs 
is to plant them in the rows with the corn. In the fall of 1914 
Taylor Fouts, of Carroll County, Indiana, turned ninety-nine 
head of Duroc-Jersey shotes into a small fi eld of corn and 
soy beans. This lot of hogs made an average gain of 961 
pounds for each acre of corn and beans harvested in this way. 
At seven cents a pound, the gain in live weight was worth 
$67.27 an acre.
 “For Indiana the Hollybrook is the best all-around 
variety for growing with corn for the silo or to be hogged off. 
Mikado is also a very good variety for either purpose... Sable 
and Black Champion mature with the standard varieties of 
corn growing in South Central Indiana.” A photo shows four 
large hogs feeding on a fi eld of soy beans planted with corn.

24. Butler, William Reynolds. 1916. The labor-saving soy: A 
crop for seed, feed and the soil of run-down fi elds. Country 
Gentleman 81(19):964-65, 994-95. May 6.
• Summary: The fi nancial importance of the soybean crop 
is emphasized, and fi gures on expenses and profi ts from a 
soybean demonstration given by Herman Hughel in 1914 are 
reproduced. The Fouts brothers of Carroll and Cass Counties, 
Indiana, have grown soy beans for a number of years in an 
extensive way for hogging and lambing off. In the fall of 
1913 Noah Fouts turned 500 lambs on a thirty-acre fi eld 
of soys and corn, where they were allowed to range for a 
month. They made excellent weight gains.
 “In Northern latitudes, the earlier varieties will mature 
more certainly than later ones. Varieties that have done well 
in the North are Ito San, Early Brown, and Parsons’ Auburn. 
Ito San is more extensively grown and is more widely known 
than any other early maturing variety, but some growers 
prefer the Early Brown and the Auburn, which are heavier 
yielders than the Ito and as early.
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 “For central and southern latitudes, Hollybrook, Ito San, 
Early Brown, and Mikado have all done well... Wilson is a 
promising hay variety, but is a low yielder of grain. Sable, on 
account of its tall habit of growth and fi ne hollow stems, is 
probably the best hay variety and at the same time is one of 
the heaviest yielders we have. Mikado is used as a grain and 
forage plant... Early Brown is probably the best all-around 
bean for the North.”
 Photos show: (1) A Hollybrook variety of soy bean 
plant, with leaves and pods. The Hollybrook “has proved its 
superiority for planting in rows with corn for silage and for 
hogging off.” (2) A man standing in a tract of soy beans that 
yielded 30 bushels per acre.

25. Beavers, J.C. 1916. Soybeans with corn. Breeder’s 
Gazette 69(22):1160-61. June 1.
• Summary: Increased yields per acre, better silage, and 
increased pork production per acre are cited as some of the 
advantages of planting soybeans with corn. “In 1913 Taylor 
Fouts, Carroll County, Indiana, hogged off 5½ acres of 
soybeans and corn grown together in rows. About Sept. 20 
99 Duroc-Jersey shotes averaging 108 pounds were turned 
into the fi eld. They remained in the fi eld for 27 days and 
gained 5,288 pounds in weight, or practically 2 pounds each 
per day.”
 Feeding trials at Purdue University showed that 8.8 
lb of corn plus 2.2 lb of soybeans are equivalent, for pig 
fattening, to 15.2 lb of corn alone. In yield trials, corn always 
gave higher yields on the plots where it was planted with 
inoculated soybeans.
 Many trials growing corn and soybeans together for 
silage showed, on average, an increase of 2,521 lb/acre of 
silage over the yield of corn grown alone; in wet years, the 
average increase was 3,600 lb. Moreover, the resulting silage 
is richer in protein substances then when made from corn 
alone. The Hollybrook variety is praised. Three methods 
presently used to plant soybeans with corn are described. 
Address: Purdue Univ., Indiana.

26. Odell, John C. 1916. History of Carroll County, Indiana: 
Its people, industries, and institutions. Indianapolis, Indiana: 
B.F. Bowen & Co. 679 p. Illust. Index. 28 cm. Facsimile 
edition reprinted in 1973 (with 42-page index and 33 pages 
of new front matter) by Unigraphic Inc. in Evansville, 
Indiana.
• Summary: This is a comprehensive, updated country 
history. The new index contains six references to members 
of the Fouts family of their spouses. In Chapter 3, the section 
on organization of the townships notes that Carrollton 
township was organized in 1835 by the board of country 
commissioners. The fi rst election was held on the fi rst 
Monday in April 1835, at the house of E.W. Lake, and 
George Fouts was elected justice of the peace. The fi rst 
settlements were made in 1832. The fi rst settlers included 

George Fouts, Martin Wagoner, and Abner Shanks. The state 
Michigan road runs through this township.
 Deer Creek township was organized in May 1828 by 
the board of county commissioners; at that time about 200 
people lived in the township.
 The table of Carroll County Commissioners (p. 95) 
shows that S. Fouts [probably Solomon] held that position in 
1889-90.
 In the long section titled “Biographical,” on pages 350-
52 is a biography of William F. Wagoner, whose daughter, 
Lillie May, married Taylor Fouts. William F. was born in 
Carrollton township, Carroll county, Indiana on 16 April 
1851, the son of Martin Wagoner and Rosanna Martin. 
Martin Wagoner was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, 
in 1799, and was a mill-wright by trade. Rosanna was 
born in 1811. After their marriage in Ohio, they moved to 
Lafayette, Indiana, and then (in about 1832, with an ox 
team) to Jackson township, Carroll county. Here Martin 
Wagoner entered 160 acres of land in section 5, of Carrollton 
township. He built his home and lived there until his death 
on 20 Sept. 1868. His wife, Rosanna, died in July 1881. 
Martin and Rosanna had twelve children, of whom fi ve are 
now living–including William F., who began life without a 
cent, fi rst renting the home farm until he was 25 years old. 
On 27 Jan. 1876 William F. Wagoner was married to Mary 
E. Niccum, who was born in Clinton county, Indiana, on 
15 Nov. 1853, the daughter of Thomas Niccum and Mariah 
Kingery. William F. and Mary Wagoner had fi ve children, 
including Lillie May, who was a student at Valparaiso 
University [in Valparaiso, Indiana] and a teacher and student 
of music; she is now the wife of Taylor Fouts. William and 
Mary Wagoner are members of the Presbyterian church. 
Mr. Wagoner is one of the deacons of the church. He is a 
Democrat in politics.
 On pages 425-27 is a biography of George T. Guard, 
who married Mary E. [Eve] Fouts. George is a farmer and 
stock raiser on 2863 acres of land. He was born on 31 Jan. 
1861 in Dickson, Illinois–one of fi ve children. His father, 
Rev. John L. Guard, was a minister who was born in Stevens 
City, Fredericks county, Virginia, which is in the Shenandoah 
valley; his mother, Anna Mary Gable before her marriage, 
was a “self-forgetting, pious woman.” In June 1870, when 
George T. was age 9, the family moved from Kickapoo, 
Illinois, to Camden, Indiana. Active in many churches, Rev. 
Guard died in Oct. 1895. On 27 Nov. 1890 George T. Guard 
was married to Mary E. Fonts [sic, Fouts], a daughter of 
Solomon Fouts, who was a pioneer in this county. After their 
marriage, George and Mary Guard set up housekeeping on 
the farm which is now their home. He began farming on 
160 acres, which has now grown to 263 acres [in Carrollton 
Township]. He raises a large quantity of stock. To him and 
his wife three girls have been born: Margaret, Helen, and 
Edith, all of whom are at home. George and Mary have been 
deeply involved with the Deer Creek Presbyterian church. 
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Mr. Guard has been a deacon and an elder in this church for 
nearly 7 years. He is an honored member of the Knights of 
Pythias Lodge No. 346, at Young America. A Republican in 
politics, Mr. Guard has for ten years been on the advisory 
board of the township. He is practically a self-made man.
 On pages 508-09 is a biography of Leonidas P. Shanks. 
His father was Henry Shanks and his wife Mary Blue; they 
had 11 children. His sister, Alice A. married Jasper Fouts [of 
Washington township] and moved to Deer Creek, where they 
now live (see also p. 510 [says Anna married Jasper], and 
528).
 Pages 590-91 give a biography of Solomon Ulrey. His 
parents, Jacob and Susan Ulrey, were the parents of ten 
children. The fi rst, Esther, born on 19 Jan. 1832 in Ohio, 
married Samuel Foutz and both are now deceased.
 On pages 611-12 is a biography of Isaac Swartz, born 
on 17 July 1860 in Montgomery county, Pennsylvania. A 
well-known farmer of Clay township, Carroll county, his 
parents were John Swartz and Suzanna Hendricks. John was 
married twice, fi rst to Suzanna and later to Esther Fouts. By 
his second marriage there were two children: Anna and John 
Swartz. Anna is a resident of Pyrmont and John has a large 
farm.

27. Meharry, C.L. 1917. Eight years growing soy beans: 
This crop destined to become as staple as oats. Orange Judd 
Farmer 62(7):1, 6-7. Feb. 17.
• Summary: “Our eight years’ experience with soy beans, 
beginning with 20 acres in 1909, has convinced us that the 
crop is a valuable one, both from the fi nancial and the soil 
fertility standpoints.”
 “We knew very little about soy beans when we made 
our fi rst attempt. Clover had failed on land which needed 
organic matter and nitrogen badly, and we were obligated 
to try a substitute or resow the ground to a cereal. It was 
white, sour thin land, the kind that with good care and season 
may produce a 40-bushel corn crop. Providence was kind 
and favored us with seasonal conditions, which gave us a 
19-bushel seed crop, with very little effort on our part after 
the seed was germinated. We had not neglected, however, 
to prepare an excellent seed bed. A few acres cut for hay 
surprised us very favorably, making a good yield of splendid 
feed. This success tempted us to increase the acreage in 
1910 and we harvested 21 bushels of seed, which sold for 
$2 per bushel. The author gives details, year by year, on his 
experiences in growing and harvesting the soybean crop.
 “The beginner will fi nd that a visit to some farm where 
soys have long been grown is of great value. At least our 
visit to the Fouts brothers of Carroll county, Indiana, proved 
so to us. C.H. Oathout, now adviser in Champaign county, 
Illinois, and W.E. Riegel, who manages our farm, are the 
men who made soy beans a success on our farm.”
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (June 2008) 
that mentions any Meharry or Riegel in connection with soy 

beans. This document also contains the earliest date seen for 
Meharry’s work with soybeans (1909), which were probably 
grown in Tolono, Champaign County, Illinois. Address: 
Indiana.

28. An atlas and plat book of Carroll County, Indiana. 1919. 
Delphi, Indiana: Delphi Jornal; Flora, Indiana: Hoosier 
Democrat. *
• Summary: George T. and Mary E. Guard are owners of 
land in Carrollton Township, including one farm of 159.72 
acres. Note: Their residence in Carrollton Township is 
confi rmed by the 1920 census.

29. Burns, William A. 1919. Practical sheep husbandry. 
Chicago, Illinois: Published by the author. 84 p. See p. 48-
49. Illust. 24 cm.
• Summary: In the chapter on “Field feeding,” the section 
on “Better fall feeds provided” states: “The most successful 
fi eld feeders have found it expedient to provide more and 
better fi eld feeds to go along with the ordinary roughage 
found on the average farm. Such forage crops as rape, soy 
beans, fi eld peas, etc., sown in with the corn, or in a fi eld 
alone, make excellent sheep feeds, and sometimes no grain 
need be added at all;...”
 “Noah Fouts, a lamb feeder of Camden, Indiana, writes 
as follows regarding the merits of soy beans as sheep feed:
 “’We turned to sheep several years ago because of the 
available roughage we saw going to waste every year. We 
soon learned, however, that this roughage alone would not 
produce the fi nish required at the market. We began looking 
for a supplement for high priced grain and think we have 
found it in soy beans. We do not claim that we can always 
fi nish our sheep or lambs without adding some grain but we 
have reduced it to a minimum.
 “’We have found soy beans a wonderful sheep feed. 
We generally sow them in with the corn or rape and turn 
the sheep in on them. We always produce an abundance 
of clover, alfalfa and soy bean hay as well as corn stover. 
We have found it imperative to have an abundance of dry 
roughage for winter feeding.
 “’We seldom miss the top of the market and our last load 
or tail end feeding was good enough to put an extreme top 
on the lamb market. When feeding in the dry lot, we feed a 
ration of about equal parts shelled corn and soy beans. We 
are raising bigger and better crops and have increased the 
value of our land considerably. We fi nd sheep practical on 
our high priced land.’” Address: Secretary.

30. Lafayette Journal Courier (Indiana). 1920. Soybean rally 
set for Friday at Fouts farm: Several hundred growers in four 
states to assemble and discuss problems of special interest. 
Aug. 31. p. 2, col. 2.
• Summary: “Arrangements have been completed for 
the meeting of the soybean growers of Indiana and four 
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neighboring states, Ohio, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin, 
at the farm of Fouts Bros., Camden, Indiana, Friday, 
September 3. The meeting has been called for the purpose 
of discussing methods of handling the soybean seed crop 
this fall, harvesting and threshing problems, standardizing 
varieties, etc. From 500 to 1,000 growers are expected.
 “The morning will be given over to inspection of 
soybean fi elds on the Fouts farm and at noon a soybean 
dinner will be served the visitors. The program will open at 
1:15 o’clock with an address by Prof. G.I. Christie, director 
of experimental and extension work at Purdue university. 
Wallace E. Hanger, of Ohio; W.L. Burlison, of Illinois; 
George Briggs, of Wisconsin; J.W. Nicholson, of Michigan, 
and W.E. Riegel of Tolono, Illinois will discuss soybean 
growing in their respective state.
 “L.J. Mathews, agricultural agent in Pulaski county, will 
discuss cost of production, presenting fi gures obtained in 
demonstrations which he has conducted, and E.B. Newton, 
of Bowling Green, Ohio, an extensive grower, will tell you 
of his methods of harvesting and threshing the crop. Guy 
McKinnis, of Lafayette, who has achieved a wide reputation 
as a soybean and corn grower, will discuss the varieties.”
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Jan. 2000) that 
mentions Prof. G.I. Christie of Purdue in connection with 
soybeans.

31. Morse, W.J. 1920. Re: Trip report. Letter to Prof. C.V. 
Piper, Bureau of Plant Industry, USDA, Washington, DC, 
Aug. 31. 2 p. Handwritten, with signature on hotel letterhead.
• Summary: “Dear Prof. Piper: Received the transportation 
requests O.K.
 “My trip this far has been one of the best soy bean trips 
I have ever experienced. It is remarkable how interest in the 
soy bean has increased throughout the northern and central 
states. It is rather gratifying to note how the varieties sent 
out by our offi ce are taking hold. The Virginia especially is 
coming into favor. Near Quincy, Illinois last week I saw an 
eight acre fi eld of the Virginia. It would average 6 feet easily 
and was a pretty sight, and needless to say the grower is 
mighty proud.
 “The Morse variety which I thought was being grown to 
only a slight extent is one of the coming ones. One county in 
Missouri will produce about 7,000 bushels of seed of it this 
season.
 “Varieties at stations and in the hands of many growers 
are somewhat of a mess. I think it would be an excellent idea 
to publish either a departmental Bulletin or Farmers’ Bulletin 
just on varieties, and if at all possible to have colored plates.
 “Expect to visit the Meharry Farms at Tolono, Illinois, 
tomorrow where they have 170 acres of soy beans for seed.
 “Thursday I leave with Prof. Hackleman by auto for 
Camden, Indiana, for a visit to the famous soy bean farms of 
the Fouts Bros. They call it ‘Soyland.’ Will probably reach 
Washington Sunday Sept. 5. Very truly yours.”

 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2012) that 
mentions “Soyland.”
 Location: National Archives, College Park, Maryland. 
Record group 54–Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils and 
Agricultural Engineering. Subgroup–Div. of Forage Crops 
and Diseases. Series–General Correspondence, 1905-29. Box 
92–Morgan-Morse. Folder–Morse, W.J.–#2 F.C.I.
 Sent to Soyfoods Center by Jacob Jones of Purdue 
Univ., Aug. 1998. Address: The Beardsley [hotel], 
Champaign, Illinois.

32. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1920. Purdue 
expert to address soybean conference Fri.: Farmers to 
exchange views on growing, handling and marketing 
soybeans. Sept. 3. p. 5, col. 1. Friday.
• Summary: “The Cornbelt Soybean conference, under the 
auspices of the Extension department of Purdue university 
and the Carroll County Farm bureau, will be held at Soyland 
farm, ten miles south of Logansport, on the Michigan pike, 
Friday. Every soybean seed producer of the county is issued 
an invitation to attend the conference, which is being held for 
the purpose of exchanging ideas on the growing, handling 
and marketing of the soybean crop more successfully and 
more profi tably. The soybean farm is owned by Fouts 
Bros. of Camden, and every arrangement has been made 
to entertain the visitors who will be in attendance from all 
sections of the state.
 “The conference proper will begin promptly at 11 
o’clock with an inspection of the soybean fi elds, corn and 
beans, hogs and lambs in the fi elds, and will be followed by 
the serving of a typical soybean dinner by the Ladies’ Aid 
society of Camden, at noon. A brief musical program will 
be given at 1 o’clock, and will be followed by an address by 
G.I. Christie, director of the agriculture experiment station at 
Purdue.
 “Many other prominent agriculture instructors will also 
speak to the soybean producers who attend this meeting, 
among them being Wallace E. Hanger of the Agriculture 
college of Columbus, Ohio, who will speak on ‘Soybeans 
in Ohio’; W.L. Burlison of the Agricultural college of 
Urbana, Illinois, who will speak on ‘Soybeans in Illinois’, 
and George Briggs, of the Agricultural college of Madison, 
Wisconsin, who will speak on ‘Soybeans in Wisconsin,’ 
the other speakers and topics being: J.W. Nicholson of the 
Agriculture college at East Lansing, Michigan, on ‘Soybeans 
in Michigan’; W.E. Riegel, Tolono, Illinois, ‘Growing 
the Crop’; I.J. Matthews, Pulaski county agent, ‘Cost of 
Producing Soybeans,’ and Guy McKinnis, Indianapolis, 
‘Varieties of Soybeans.’”
 Note 1. This announcement of the conference, published 
on the day of the conference, is the earliest document seen 
(Oct. 2012) concerning that historic conference.
 Note 2. This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2012) 
which contains the term “Soyland farm” and which states 
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that it belongs to the “Fouts Bros.”

33. Lafayette Journal Courier (Indiana). 1920. Soybean 
raising advocated at large meeting: Growers from fi ve 
middle western states convene at farm of Fouts Brothers. 
Sept. 4. p. 4, cols. 4-5. Saturday evening.
• Summary: “(Special to the Journal Courier) Delphi, 
Indiana, Sept. 3–Soybean growers from middle western 
states, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan and Ohio, 
attended the fi rst annual corn-belt meeting of soybean 
growers held today at the Fouts Brothers farms in the east 
part of Carroll county. Nearly 1,000 persons attended the 
meeting, some driving machines as far as 150 miles in order 
to be here. All sections of Indiana were represented.
 “The meeting was called for the purpose of discussing 
methods of seeding, cultivating, and harvesting soy beans 
and also for the purpose of standardizing varieties as much 
as possible. It fi nally was agreed that Ito San should be the 
standard variety for planting with corn, especially where an 
early variety was needed, and that Hollybrook or Mongol, 
commonly known as Early Yellow, was best adapted to this 
state for a late variety. Efforts will be made by the soybean 
growers to have most of the crop in this state planted from 
one of these two varieties, depending on what the beans are 
to be used for.
 Morning inspection: The morning program was given 
over to an inspection of the soybean fi elds on the Fouts 
farms, where 100 acres are being grown for seed purposes 
and 150 acres more are being grown with corn for hogging 
or lambing down. The visitors also were given a trip through 
the community to see the large number of soybeans being 
grown.
 “Following a big dinner, at which baked and parched 
soybeans were served free by the Fouts brothers, pioneer 
soybean growers in this state, the afternoon program 
opened with an address by Prof. C.L. Christie, director of 
the agricultural extension and experimental departments at 
Purdue university.”
 Note: This is the earliest English-language document 
seen (Jan. 2011) that contains the term “parched soybeans.”
 “’There are about 200,000 acres of soybeans in Indiana, 
less than one acre to every farm in the state,’ he said. ‘When 
we consider that an acre of soybeans puts back from 40, 60, 
80, and sometimes 100 pounds of nitrogen into the soil, we 
sometimes wonder that they are not being grown much more 
widely than they now are. Thus, they are doing something 
for the soil. They also help solve the labor problems by 
letting hogs and lambs and sometimes cattle harvest the 
crop.’
 “’One of the biggest problems which the next 
administration will have to face will be the agricultural 
problem,’ he said.
 “’Sometimes, folks are going to wake up to the fact that 
they cannot pay a man in a factory four or fi ve times as much 

as a farm hand gets and still keep these men on the farm. If 
the big proposition now going on of building up industrial 
centers at the expense of the country is halted somewhere 
within a reasonable time, the problem will solve itself by 
forcing many of the men in the city back to the country in 
order for them to live at all.’
 “Modern homes: He urged construction of more modern 
homes or the modernising of farm homes as one of the best 
means to maintain a permanent set of people on the land.
 “Wallace E. Hanger, of Ohio State Agricultural college, 
discussed the outlook for the soybean business in Ohio. He 
estimated only 10,000 to 15,000 acres in the state.
 “Dr. W.L. Burlison, of the University of Illinois, told of 
the effects of soybeans on the yield of corn in experimental 
work in his state. Results obtained over the last fi ve years, 
he said, showed that the loss on the corn yield averaged 
6.7 bushels per acre, but that the yield of beans, with 
considerably more per bushel, as 5.4 bushels per acre, which 
more than offset the corn loss. He also urged standardization 
of varieties.
 “George Briggs, of the University of Wisconsin, told 
of methods used in handling soybeans in his state, declaring 
that farmers there were interested in it as a means of 
lowering the cost of milk production. He discussed various 
phases of the business. E.C. McGee [sic, Megee], of the 
Michigan Agricultural college, told of the soybean industry 
in Michigan.
 “’Soybean Bill’: William Riegel of Tolono, Illinois, 
known as ‘Soybean Bill’ in Champaign county, where he 
manages 800 acres for A.J. [sic, A.P.] Meharry, of Attica, 
Indiana, discussed methods of growing the beans in his 
state. C.B. Newton, a grower at Bowling Green, Ohio; Guy 
McKinnis, of near Indianapolis, discussed growing and 
harvesting problems, and I.J. Matthews, Winamac, county 
agricultural agent in Pulaski county, gave cost of production 
fi gures for the crop, showing that it took at least $43.79 per 
acre to produce them. Taylor Fouts, one of the brothers, 
discussed methods employed by himself and two brothers in 
seeding, cultivating and harvesting their crop.
 “All three men were former students at Purdue 
university, Taylor having been graduated in 1902. One 
brother, Noah, was a student there in 1885-86 and another 
brother, F.E., in 1888.
 “Plans were made for a similar gathering in 1921, which 
may be sent to another state, as the fi rst one was held in 
Indiana. The meeting today was arranged by W.A. Ostrander, 
of the soils and crops department at Purdue, and County 
Agent A.L. Hodgson, in co-operation with Fouts Brothers.”
 Note 2. This is the 2nd earliest document seen (Oct. 
2012) describing this historic conference.
 Note 3. This is also the earliest document seen (Oct. 
2012) that mentions W.A. Ostrander in connection with 
soybeans.
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34. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1920. Soybean 
meeting in Cass County attracts hundreds. Sept. 4. p. 1, col. 
7. Saturday.
• Summary: “Over one thousand persons attended the Corn 
Belt Soybean conference which was held yesterday at the 
Soyland Farm of the Fouts Brothers, ten miles south of 
Logansport.
 “The meeting was opened promptly at 11 o’clock with 
a general inspection of the fi elds of the Soyland Farm, 
which also included a general inspection of the stock. The 
inspection was followed by the serving of an old-fashioned 
soybean dinner by the Ladies’ Aid societies of Deer Creek 
and Wheeling.
 “At 1 o’clock the chief assembly of the day was held. 
Instructive talks by many of the prominent instructors were 
given, the address by G.I. Christie, director of agriculture at 
Purdue university, being the big feature.”
 “At the close of the speaking program, a brief business 
session was held at which time a selection of a meeting place 
for next year’s conference was held, the next meeting to 
be held in Ohio. No date for this meeting has been decided 
upon nor has the exact meeting place been determined at the 
present time.”
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2012) 
which contains the term “Soyland Farm” (with a capital “F” 
in Farm); it belongs to the “Fouts Brothers.”

35. Purdue Exponent (Lafayette, Indiana). 1920. Soybean 
conference held near Camden, Indiana. Sept. 4. p. 4, col. 2.
• Summary: “A corn belt soybean conference was held 
yesterday at Soyland farm owned by Fouts Brothers near 
Camden, in Carroll County. The purpose of the conference 
was to bring together soybean seed producers in order that 
they could become better acquainted and exchange ideas 
on growing, handling and marketing the soybean crop more 
successfully and more profi tably.” Address: Purdue Univ.

36. Delphi Journal (Indiana). 1920. Soybean raising 
advocated at large meeting. Sept. 9. p. 2, col. 4.
• Summary: This is a condensed version of the article that 
appeared in the Lafayette Journal Courier on Sept. 4.

37. Carroll County Citizen-Times (Delphi, Indiana). 1920. 
Carroll county center soy bean industry in U.S. Sept. 11. p. 7, 
col. 3. Saturday.
• Summary: “’Soyland,’ the farm of Taylor, Noah, and F.E. 
Fouts, in Carrollton township, was the scene, Friday, of the 
fi rst annual national meeting of soy-bean growers... There 
were one thousand in attendance and every part of Indiana 
was represented. There are 400 soy-bean growers in Carroll 
county and this section is known as the center of soy-bean 
production in the United States. The program consisted of 
talks on the methods of sowing, harvesting and marketing 
soy beans and the standardization of varieties. Taylor Fouts 

served baked and parched soybeans to the crowd. They were 
shown to be good to eat, as well as being good for silage and 
fertilizer. Soy bean oil is said to be as good as linseed oil in 
paint and is also used instead of olive oil in salad dressing. 
Taylor Fouts has been growing soy beans since 1902 and is a 
pioneer in this work.”
 “Plans were made for a similar gathering in 1921, 
which may be sent to another state, as the fi rst one was 
held in Indiana. The meeting Friday was arranged by W.A. 
Ostrander, of the soils and crops department at Purdue, and 
County Agent A.L. Hodgson in co-operation with Fouts 
Brothers.”

38. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1920. Soybean seed 
producers’ meeting Friday a success. Sept. 11. p. 3, col. 3. 
Saturday.
• Summary: “The big soybean seed producers’ meeting held 
at the Fouts brothers farms near Deer Creek, in Carrollton 
township last Friday was attended by a great number of men 
and women from Indiana and neighboring states. There were 
297 machines on the ground at one time, which may give one 
an idea of the number of people there were present, variously 
estimated at 800 to 1000 people. The morning was given 
over to visiting and an inspection tour of the soybean fi elds 
in the neighborhood. About 50 machine loads of people 
made this tour of inspection where beans were seen growing 
for seed, with corn for hogging-off, silage, and lambing-
off, all of which purposes looked good to the visitors. A 
thing which was interesting to the visitors was the fact that 
the soybeans can be grown successfully for seed with few 
weeds in the fi elds, as the Fouts brothers and neighbors 
have especially clean, well-tended and rank growing fi elds 
of soybeans which made a very favorable impression on the 
visitors. The dinner furnished by the Ladies Aid was served 
in cafeteria style and was greatly relished by the visitors, 
most of whom had driven great distances by automobile. A 
very unique part of the menu, furnished free to all visitors 
by Fouts brothers, was the baked and roasted soybeans. 
The parched beans were very appetizing indeed and soon 
disappeared. The afternoon program consisted of a very 
forceful address by G.I. Christie, superintendent of Extension 
in Indiana, a regular soybean song by Deer Creek male 
quartette, and short, but snappy, talks...”
 Details are then given on the afternoon program, with 
the name of each speaker and the subject of his talk.
 “W.A. Ostrander, of Purdue, who was chairman 
of the meeting, then introduced the ‘Soybean Kings of 
Indiana’ to the crowd and the Fouts brothers were lined 
up for explanation of their evident successful methods in 
growing and utilizing the soybean crops. Certainly Carroll 
county should be complimented for having the privilege of 
having the fi rst big corn belt soybean seed producers’ fi eld 
meeting and conference. It was a great day. Fouts brothers 
are considered pioneers in the soybean industry and their 
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experience is being followed throughout the corn belt states. 
It was therefore very appropriate that this meeting should 
be held on their farms. From this meeting will develop an 
‘Association of Cornbelt Soybean Growers.’ Next meeting 
to be held at Stryker, Ohio. Carroll county and ‘Soyland’ are 
now on the map.”
 Note 1. This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2012) 
which mentions that an association of soybean growers is 
being developed. The name of the association is not given. 
The National Soybean Growers’ Association–the forerunner 
of the American Soybean Association (ASA)–was formed at 
this meeting. Several photographs taken at the meeting (but 
not shown in this article) prove this. The earliest article seen 
that mentions the National Soybean Growers’ Association 
by name was that by Ostrander in April 1923. Nevertheless, 
this is the earliest publication seen related to that Association 
or to its fi rst meeting, or to its fi rst involvement with foods 
made from soybeans–they were served baked and roasted.
 Note 2. The Association’s second meeting (Sept. 1921) 
was not, in fact, held in Stryker, Ohio, but rather in Illinois, 
at the University of Illinois and at the A.P. Meharry Farm, 
near Tolono, Illinois.
 Note 3. This is the earliest document seen (Nov. 2004) 
describing food uses of soybeans in connection with the 
American Soybean Association. Baked, roasted, and parched 
soybeans were served here at ASA’s founding meeting.
 Note 4. This is the earliest English-language document 
seen that uses the term “parched beans” to refer to soynuts.
 Note 5. This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2012) 
which contains the term “Soybean Kings” or “Soybean 
Kings of Indiana,” and the earliest document in which the 
term “Soybean Kings” is used to refer to the three Fouts 
brothers–Taylor, Finis, and Noah.

39. Indy Live Stock–Five Star (Indiana). 1920. See beans, 
talk beans, eat ‘em at Delphi: They sure had a “beany” time 
at the soy-bean conference. Friday. Sept. 17 or 24? p. 1.
• Summary: “Delphi, Indiana, Sept. 17.–Soy bean growers 
from fi ve middle western states, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Michigan, and Ohio, attended the fi rst annual corn belt 
meeting of soy bean growers held here recently [on Friday, 3 
Sept. 1920] at the Fouts Brothers’ farms, in the eastern part 
of Carroll county...”
 Note: The text of this article is a reprint of one titled 
“Soybean raising advocated at large meeting: Growers 
from fi ve middle western states convene at farm of Fouts 
Brothers,” fi rst published in the Lafayette Journal Courier 
(Indiana) Sept. 4. p. 4, col. 4-5. Saturday evening.

40. Indiana Farmer’s Guide. 1920. Corn-belt soy-bean 
growers. 32(38):1728-29. Sept. 18.
• Summary: This is an account of the big soy-bean meeting 
at the Fouts farm in Indiana. “Standardization of varieties 
and closer cooperation among growers were the two main 

subjects discussed at the corn-belt soy-bean conference held 
at Soyland, the Fouts Brothers’ farms, in Carroll county, 
Indiana, September 3. The large number of variety names 
is confusing to the prospective grower and the advantage 
of having a few standard varieties adapted to corn-belt 
conditions was pointed out.
 “This soy-bean conference was held under the joint 
auspices of the extension department of Purdue university, 
the Carroll county farm bureau and Fouts Brothers and it was 
attended by over 1,000 farmers of Indiana and the four states 
of Ohio, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin. Undoubtedly, it 
was the biggest meeting of its kind ever held in the United 
States.
 “The Fouts Brothers, three in number, operate about 600 
acres of fi ne, level land and are making themselves famous, 
as soy-bean growers. They are really pioneers in the growing 
of this crop. Fully twenty-fi ve years ago [about 1895], the 
father of the three boys [Solomon Fouts] procured some soy 
beans from the Purdue experiment station and planted them 
on his farm.”
 Note 1. This is the earliest document seen (Sept. 2000) 
which states that Solomon Fouts grew soybeans before 
Taylor Fouts, and that he got them in 1895, 1896 or 1898.
 Note 2. Lee Parsons, the source of this important 
document writes: “I suspect the correct year was 1898 [not 
1895], when Farmer’s Guide facilitated a general seed 
distribution.” That is, the Farmer’s Guide published an 
announcement that they had soybean seeds available. They 
sent them free of charge to any reader who requested them.

41. Bean-Bag (The) (Lansing, Michigan). 1920. Soy bean 
growers. 3(4):38. Sept.
• Summary: “Soy bean growers from fi ve states–Wisconsin, 
Illinois, Ohio, Michigan and Indiana–met Sept. 3 at the 
farm of Taylor E. Fouts, east of Delphi, Indiana, in the fi rst 
national gathering of soy bean growers. Approximately 
1,000 attended and every part of Indiana was represented. 
Four hundred soy bean growers live in the county where the 
meeting was held. The program included talks on methods 
of sowing, harvesting and marketing soy beans and the 
standardization of varieties.
 “Mr. Fouts served baked and parched soy beans to those 
attending and showed them they were good to eat as well as 
being good for silage, fertilizer and oil. He has been growing 
soy beans since 1902 and is a pioneer in the business. He is a 
graduate of Purdue university.
 “The meeting was attended by Wallace Hanger, of Ohio 
State University; Dr. W.L. Burlison, of the University of 
Illinois; George Briggs. of the University of Wisconsin; C.E. 
McGee, of Michigan Agricultural College: W.A. Ostrander 
and G.I. Christie, of Purdue University, and other school 
men, growers and representatives of farm journals.”
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42. Participants in Corn Belt Soy Bean Field Day & 
Conference at Soyland, Fouts Bros., Camden, Indiana, Sept. 
3, 1920 (Photograph). 1920. Undated.
• Summary: The words shown above as the title of this 
photo are actually written in the upper right hand corner of 
the photo. The panoramic black-and-white original is owned 
by Bill Fouts’ aunt, Laura Morton, whose father was Finis 
Fouts. Bill Fouts of Galveston (Cass Co.), Indiana, owns a 
enlarged print, 43 inches long by 9.375 inches wide, made 
from Laura’s original. Other copies are owned by Margaret 
Fouts Rinehart and Tom C. Fouts. It shows the roughly 1,000 
people who participated in this milestone event on the farm 
of Taylor Fouts. Most attendees are dressed formally, in a 
coat and tie; many are holding (but none are wearing) a straw 
hat. In the background is a house, a barn, and many shade 
trees. Soyfoods Center obtained from Bill Fouts two glossy 
prints, each showing one-half of the whole. Each image is 
3.5 inches high by 8¼ inches wide on 8 by 10-inch paper. 

Two similar, very clear prints were published in Soybean 
Digest (Aug. 1970, p. 26-27).
 Note: The fascinating story of how such a remarkable 
panoramic photograph was taken is told in an article titled 
“Evolution of the Cirkut No. 10: An authoritative history,” 
by Bill McBride (published in International Association of 
Panoramic Photographers Newsletter, fall 1988, p. 5-12; 
sent by Bill Fouts). This photograph was made using a “No. 
10 Cirkut Camera” for 10-inch fi lm, invented and patented 
(No. 776,403) in 1904 by Wm. J. Johnston of Wyoming, and 
manufactured from 1904 to 1940 in Rochester, New York, 
by the Rochester Panoramic Camera Co. and its successors. 
An internal clockwork motor pulled the fi lm past the vertical 
exposure slot counter-clockwise at a pre-selected speed. At 
the same time, a motor rotated the camera in the opposite 
direction (clockwise) on the geared tripod at the same 
relative speed that the fi lm was moving past the exposure 
slot. Thus, that portion of fi lm being exposed was, in effect, 
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stationary. The camera could hold a roll of fi lm up to 20 feet 
long and 10 inches wide. The overall length of the negative 
was determined by the focal length of the lens and the 
desired horizontal angle of view. The earliest camera had red 
leather bellows 27 inches long. All those being photographed 
had to be equidistant from the camera (70 feet or more) and 
to avoid moving during the long exposure time. Thus, the 
group will appear in a straight line on the photo.
 This camera was invented for military use. In the early 
days, a photographer made a circuit (hence the name Cirkut 
camera) around an enemy encampment to take photographs 
of tents and troop maneuvers. These could then be analyzed 
to assess enemy size and tactics. Later the camera was used 
to photograph large groups of people and panoramic views–
such as Niagara Falls.
 In the lower right corner of the photo is written: “Photo 
#173, by F.M. Kirkptrick, #619 W. Wash St., Indpls, Ind.” 
[Indianapolis, Indiana].
 Note: That same day the National Soybean Growers’ 
Association (later renamed the American Soybean 
Association) was formed.

43. Photographs taken at Soyland, the farm of Taylor Fouts 
near Camden, Indiana, in Sept. 1920 during the foundation 
meeting of the American Soybean Association. 1920. 
Camden, Indiana.
• Summary: Four black-and-white photographs (each about 
3 by 5 inches) were sent to Soyfoods Center in June 1998 by 
Mara Hendress, the granddaughter of Taylor Fouts, who still 
lives on his farm near Camden, Indiana. These photos show: 

  (1) The three Fouts brothers, Taylor, Finis, and Noah 
(from left to right, each wearing a hat, coat, and tie) standing 
in front of a barn on which is written “Soyland–Taylor 
Fouts,” at the fi rst Corn Belt Soybean Conference, in 

September 1920. This was the birthplace of the American 
Soybean Association.

  (2) Portrait of Taylor Fouts, wearing a coat and tie. He 
has a bald head. 

  (3) The Farm of Taylor Fouts taken from a fi eld when 
there was snow on the ground. Four buildings are shown 
(from left to right): A large dark barn with a silo attached 
to its right. A smaller white barn with “Soyland” written on 
the front. A small shed. The large two-story family home 
(originally built by Taylor’s parents, Solomon and Margaret 
Fouts), with three brick chimneys coming out the ridge of 
the roof and two tall evergreens growing just to the right. (4) 
Several fi elds of soybeans growing in rows with the varieties 
identifi ed on markers at the near end of each row. In the 
foreground are three piles of soybean hay. Across the bottom 
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of the photo is written by hand: “Soyland. Sept. 3, 1920.”

44. O’Brien, Harry R. 1920. A visit to Soyland: Enthusiasts 
say this wonder crop fi lls a gap in Corn Belt rotations. 
Country Gentleman 85(44):11, 30. Oct. 30.
• Summary: The article begins with the lyrics to a song in 
praise of soy beans: “Oh, my name is Soja-bean; its a good 
name, don’t you see? / And we’re growing soy beans to get 
along. / They are good for lambs and piggies and for all you 
folks and me, / So we’re growing soy beans to get along.
 Chorus: Soy beans, oh soy beans, we are growing 
soy beans to get along. / Soy beans, oh soy beans, we are 
growing soy beans to get along. / For the land’s sake grow 
more soy beans, in this Corn Belt, don’t you see? / ‘Twill 
make fat pocketbooks and credits long. / But if you haven’t 
any money, then we’ll let you have ‘em free, So you’ll grow 
soy beans to get along.”
 “Four middle-aged Indiana farmers stood up before 
an audience of nearly a thousand people one day in early 
September and sang, to the tune of Kindling Wood, the above 
song. The four men who comprised this quarter, Taylor 
Fouts, Garfi eld Todd, Vern McCloskey and J.E. [Jacob 
Emmet] Kitchell, are all soy-bean growers, and they sang 
with all the fervor of a choir at a Methodist revival meeting. 
And like unto an old-fashioned revival meeting it was.
 “But the church was the lawn at Soyland, the home of 
Taylor Fouts, the one who wrote the song. The preacher was 
W.A. Ostrander, farm crops extension specialist from Purdue 
University. The head deacon was A.L. Hodgson, county 
agent of Carroll County, Indiana.
 As visiting talent there were assembled on the platform 
Prof. G.I. Christie, director of the Purdue Agricultural 
Experiment Station; Dr. W.L. Burlison, head of the 
Department of Agronomy at the University of Illinois; W.J. 
Morse, in charge of soy-bean investigational work for the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture; and A.T. Wiancko, head of 
the Agronomy Department of Purdue University.
 “There were also George Briggs of the University of 
Wisconsin–’Soy Bean Briggs, whose story appeared in a 
recent issue of The Country Gentleman; Dean J.H. Skinner, 
of the College of Agriculture at Purdue; Prof. Wallace E. 
Hanger, from Ohio State University; J.C. Hackleman, of 
the University of Illinois; C.R. Megee, from the Michigan 
Agricultural College; and Dr. R.S. Smith, head of the 
Soil Physics Department, from the University of Illinois. 
There were county agents there by the dozen, including I.J. 
Matthews, of Pulaski County, Indiana; C.H. Oathut, from 
Champaign County, and I.S. Brooks, of LaSalle County, 
from Illinois; and C.G. Fiedner, of Williams County, Ohio, 
who had driven 150 miles in an auto to be present at the big 
gathering.
 “For audience, there were nearly 1000 farmers and 
their families, assembled from at least six states...: Ohio, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Kentucky, Illinois, and Indiana.

 “The occasion was a Corn Belt soy-bean conference 
held on the Fouts’ brothers’ farms at Camden, Indiana, 
south of Logansport, by the extension department of 
Purdue University in cooperation with the Carroll County 
Farm Bureau and Fouts Brothers. The purpose was for 
the leading soy-bean growers of the Middle West to get 
together, become acquainted, exchange ideas as to growing, 
handling and marketing soy beans and, if possible, lay the 
groundwork for an Indiana organization, and perhaps a Corn 
Belt organization, that would work toward standardization 
of varieties and business methods in a wider distribution of 
good seed... If we are to believe what we heard, the soy bean 
is destined to sweep the country... Speakers declared that it 
was destined to become the second biggest crop in America, 
second only to corn.”
 “It was particularly fi tting that this meeting should be on 
the farms of the Fouts brothers. For these three men, pioneer 
growers, have been the means of setting the whole country 
for miles round to growing the beans until at least seventy-
fi ve per cent of the farms in Carroll and Cass counties have 
beans on them–10,000 acres in Cass County and 4000 acres 
or more in Carroll County–this year.
 “So fi rmly convinced are the Fouts brothers that their 
salvation lies in soys that they have built their whole system 
of farm management round the crop.
 “They bake ‘em and feed ‘em to the children. They roast 
‘em and eat ‘em in place of salted peanuts. For at the dinner 
which was served by the good ladies of the Presbyterian 
Church there were baked soy beans and parched soy beans 
furnished, with the compliments of Fouts Brothers, suffi cient 
for the whole crowd. They tasted right good too.”
 Taylor Fouts, the youngest son, heard about soy beans 
while at Purdue University. “So when he came home and, 
in 1903, went to farming on the home place for himself, he 
put out some beans and began to talk them up to his brothers 
and neighbors. He began in a small way. His brothers planted 
beans also” [starting in 1908]. His neighbors thought the idea 
of trying to grow beans by the acre was crazy. “They just 
laughed at Taylor Fouts and his fool notions–his high-toned 
college ideas.”
 “But the three brothers stuck to it. Their crops grew 
larger in yield. The neighbors saw the Fouts lambs top the 
market and bring special fancy prices year after year. So 
gradually the soybean idea soaked into the heads of the 
farmers round that part of Indiana, and they began to grow 
the beans too.
 “On our trip we fi rst drove round Soyland, the 160-acre 
farm of Taylor Fouts. Next came the 225-acre farm of Noah 
Fouts, and then the 160-acre farm of Finis E. Fouts, where 
the same characteristics were noticeable.
 “In the fi elds where soys were grown with corn, the corn 
was tall, green and thrifty looking. But across the road, in 
fi elds on exactly the same soil, corn without the soys was not 
nearly so tall; it was somewhat fi red and of a sickly-yellow 
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color.
 “The three brothers own separate farms and are not in 
any partnership except that they pool their soy-bean seed and 
sell it under the name of Fouts Brothers.
 “Last year round 2000 bushels of beans were sold for 
seed at an average of about eight dollars a bushel. They 
averaged twenty-six bushels to the acre.”
 “The Ito San seemed to have no opposition for being the 
best smaller, early variety and for hogging or lambing down. 
Fully half of the men present were in favor of the Hollybrook 
for a larger, later variety that could be grown for seed. Others 
spoke up for the Mongol, which was decided by the experts 
to be practically the same as the Hollybrook. All told, there 
are only about thirty or forty good varieties.
 “The enthusiasm of all the soy-bean growers present 
at this meeting cannot be described. Soy beans to them 
are a wonder crop destined to work a change in Corn Belt 
agricultural rotations, particularly on the lighter types of 
soils, and run alfalfa a close race. For the soy bean furnishes 
hay. It provides a good concentrate as well as silage. It 
makes the land more fertile. Finally, it seems to put pep and 
optimism into the growers.”
 Photos show: (1) “The conference crowd lining up for a 
soy-bean dinner” beside a big white barn on which is painted 
“Soyland–Taylor Fouts.” 
 (2) The three Fouts brothers (from left to right; see next 
page): Taylor (owns a 160 acre farm), Finis E. (160 acre 
farm), and Noah (225 acre farm); they are standing in front 
of a large sign that says “Soyland–Taylor Fouts.” (3) People 

in a rowboat on a large pond, with many ducks on the water, 
in Noah Fouts’ front yard.
 Note 1. This is the earliest English-language document 
seen (Oct. 2002) that uses the term “parched soy beans” to 
refer to soynuts. Note 2. This is the earliest document seen 
(Oct. 2012) which states that Taylor Fouts has “Soyland” 
written on a large sign on his barn.
 Note 3. Jacob Emmet Kitchell, a physician in Deer 
Creek, was a relative of the Fouts family. He was the brother 
of Finis Fouts’ second wife, Louanna Kitchel.

45. Morse, W.J. 1920. Re: What is the soy bean growers’ 
organization perfected in Chicago? Letter to J.C. Hackleman, 
Illinois Agric. Exp. Station, Urbana, Illinois, Dec. 14. 1 p. 
Typed, without signature (carbon copy).
• Summary: Morse will be very glad see Prof. Hackleman 
again and to help him work on his soy bean projects. “I 
fi gure that such cooperation will result in the greatest good to 
the introduction of the soy bean not only in your state but in 
other states as well.
 “I note you refer to a soy bean growers’ organization 
perfected in Chicago. This is the fi rst that I have heard of 
such an organization and am wondering if it is the result of 
the meeting at the Fouts Bros Farm, Camden, Indiana, the 
fore part of the September and if the same minds are behind 
this proposition as led the one at Camden. I will be very glad 
if you can give me further information regarding this subject 
as I endeavor to keep in touch with anything that has to do 
with the soy bean and its possibilities.”
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 Location: National Archives, College Park, Maryland. 
Record group 54–Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils and 
Agricultural Engineering. Subgroup–Div. of Forage Crops 
and Diseases. Series–Correspondence with State Agric. 
Exp. Stations, 1899-1928. Box 10–Idaho-Illinois. Folder–
Illinois–#3.
 Sent to Soyfoods Center by Jacob Jones of Purdue 
Univ., Aug. 1998. Address: Agronomist, Bureau of Plant 
Industry, Washington, DC.

46. Hackleman, J.C. 1920. Re: The soy bean growers’ 
organization perfected at Chicago. Letter to W.J. Morse, 
Forage Crop Investigations, USDA, Washington, DC, Dec. 
18. 1 p. Typed, with signature on letterhead.
• Summary: “The Soybean Growers’ Organization perfected 

at Chicago was a defi nite outgrowth of the Indiana meeting. 
Offi cers elected were: Will Riegel, Tolono, Illinois, 
President; Taylor Fouts, Camden, Indiana, 1st vice-president; 
C.T. Newton, Bowling Green, Ohio, 2nd vice-president, and 
W.A. Ostrander, W. Lafayette, Secretary. The main reason for 
perfecting an organization was merely to have a committee 
working on arrangements for a summer meeting next year. 
Campaign County has been selected as the meeting place 
and we’re planning on having a much larger meeting than 
they had in Indiana and hope to have the cotton belt as well 
as the corn belt soybean men in attendance. We have already 
extended invitations to the Kentucky, West Virginia and 
Carolina growers asking them to keep this matter uppermost 
in their minds and put Champaign county on their itinerary 
if they are planning a western trip. You should also keep this 
in mind, as needless to say, we are expecting you to be at the 
meeting.”
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2007) 
concerning offi cers of the American Soybean Association–
originally named the National Soybean Growers’ Association 
(until 1925).
 Location: National Archives, College Park, Maryland. 
Record group 54–Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils and 
Agricultural Engineering. Subgroup–Div. of Forage Crops 
and Diseases. Series–Correspondence with State Agric. 
Exp. Stations, 1899-1928. Box 10–Idaho-Illinois. Folder–
Illinois–#3.
 Sent to Soyfoods Center by Jacob Jones of Purdue 
Univ., Aug. 1998. Address: Crops Extension, Agric. Exp. 
Station, Urbana, Illinois.

47. Bean-Bag (The) (Lansing, Michigan). 1921. Soy bean 
growers form national association. 3(8):26. Jan.
• Summary: “A movement which has big possibilities is the 
organization of the National Soy Bean Growers’ association, 
which was formed early in December at Chicago, during the 
live stock exposition. Offi cers are as follows: President, W.E. 
Riegel, Tolono, Illinois; fi rst vice president, Taylor Fouts, 
Camden, Indiana; second vice president, C.B. Newton, 
Bowling Green. Ohio; secretary, Prof. Ostrander, Purdue 
university. Lafayette, Indiana.
 “While members of the association are working hard 
on plans for future activities, there is nothing defi nite for 
publication yet. At the Chicago meeting the invitation of the 
Champaign county (Illinois) delegation to hold the summer 
meeting at Urbana was accepted. Sessions will be held at 
the university and at the Meharry farm, one of the heaviest 
producers of soy beans in the country.”
 Note: This association was formed in September (not in 
December as this article says) as described in an article titled 
“Soy bean growers” in the Sept. 1920 issue of this magazine 
(p. 38).

48. Purdue Agriculturist (Indiana). 1921. Soy beans. 



FOUTS FAMILY OF INDIANA    32

© Copyright Soyinfo Center 2012

15(5):213. Feb.
• Summary: “The demand for soy beans has been increasing 
each year so that it is still very diffi cult for seed houses and 
seedmen to supply the farmers.
 “The Corn Belt Soy Bean Association, which is of recent 
formation, has done much to help remedy this condition and 
produce seed of acceptable purity and quality. Farmers of 
Indiana who have produced certifi ed seed which can well be 
used for distribution in this state are:
 “Lloyd H. Maddus. Medaryville, Hollybrook; Geo. 
Stout, Medaryville, Hollybrook and Ito San; Roy Smiley, 
Odon, Blacks; Ralph Lowman, Cutler, Hollybrook; R. D. 
Clark, Medaryville, Hollybrook; Ward Parnell, Greenfi eld, 
Hollybrook; C. A. Henry and Fout Bros., Camden, 
Hollybrook; W. R. Butler, Kokomo. Hollybrook; Joe Raub. 
Ellettsville, Hollybrook; Morrison De Prex, Shelbyville, 
Hollybrook; P. Turner, Lebanon, Ito San and Hollybrook; 
Walter Sturdevant, Noblesville, Hollybrook.
 “This certifi ed seed is not only pure but is true to variety 
so that a farmer knows exactly what he is buying. The 
Association has decided that the price this year should range 
from $4 per bushel for the poorer quality and the mixed 
beans, to $6 for the certifi ed seed.”

49. Morrison, Charles B. 1921. Meet Fouts brothers–Soy 
bean pioneers: They grew 100 acres of seed and 150 
acres with corn in northern Indiana–Corn and soys are 
fed to live stock for profi t. Farm and Home (Springfi eld, 
Massachusetts; and Chicago, Illinois). March 21. p. 4, 17. 
Western edition.
• Summary: “In no state in our union is the story of the 
introduction and spread of the soy bean as extraordinary 
as that of Indiana. Interwoven in the tale of the leading soy 
bean producing state, with her annual crop covering over 
200,000 acres, is a minor story of co-operation, correlation 
and community enterprise which is outstanding in the annals 
of corn belt agriculture.
 “It involves the farming history of the three Fouts 
brothers of Carroll county, Indiana, who have worked 
together–shoulder to shoulder–under a system of family co-
operation and unifi ed effort, which is unique and unusual. 
The three brothers, as well as the son of one of them and the 
son-in-law of another, have all attended Purdue agricultural 
college. Today the quintet are pulling together in one of the 
leading soy bean businesses of the corn belt.
 “Taylor Fouts is the father of the soy bean business in 
Indiana. A graduate of the state agricultural college [Purdue], 
in 1902 he began raising soy beans as soon as he started 
farming.”
 The three Fouts brothers–Noah, Finis, and Taylor–
operate their three farms as individual units, but they work as 
one in marketing their crops. “Taylor Fouts, who has learned 
the soy bean business from personal experience assisted 
by the facts and fi gures furnished by the Purdue college of 

agriculture, initially raised the beans for several seasons 
and used sheep and hogs to harvest the crops and convert 
them into more concentrated and valuable form, before his 
two brothers essayed the work.” Their early work showed 
the effi ciency of “soys” in increasing crop productivity and 
lowering production costs in making mutton, pork, and wool, 
plus the chances to raise seed crops of considerable value. 
Local farmers took notice. “The results are really amazing. 
From practical oblivion and obscurity, the soy bean has come 
to be one of the leading cash crops in eastern and central 
Indiana. More than 20,000 acres of soybeans for seed and 
hay and corn and beans were raised within a 10-mile radius 
of the Fouts’ farms during the 1920 season... Recently the 
fi rst corn-belt soy beans conference, attended by more than 
1000 farmers, was held at Soyland, the farm of Taylor Fouts. 
“A cafeteria style luncheon was served, which featured the 
use of soy beans as palatable and nutritive articles in the 
human dietary. Then various specialists made short addresses 
concerning the culture, harvesting, and marketing of soy 
beans. The meeting was so successful that another similar 
soy bean day will probably be held next year.
 “The three farms aggregated 545 acres. The old 
homestead owned by Taylor Fouts covers 160 acres; that 
owned by F.E. Fouts [Finis Fouts, in southern Cass County, 
just east of Deer Creek] is also a quarter section [160 acres], 
while the farm of Noah Fouts aggregates 225 acres. The 
brothers pool their crops each season. They raise 100 acres 
of cultivated beans in rows annually which are harvested 
and sold for seed purposes as well as an additional 150 
acres of corn and beans which are largely harvested by hogs 
and sheep after reservations are made for fi lling the three 
silos. From a soil improvement standpoint, the fact that 
250 acres are planted to soy beans each year is outstanding. 
This system means that at the end of every second season, 
practically all the land on the three farms has been cropped 
to beans.
 “Develop seed business: The Fouts brothers were 
virtually forced into the seed business by the demands 
of their neighbors and corn-belt farmers. When the local 
farmers got the hunch that soy beans were prime assets for 
them to annex to their coterie of farm crops, they–one by 
one–applied to the Fouts boys for seed. Glad to aid in the 
expansion of the bean business, the Fouts brothers supplied 
these needs. The trade grew. Soon, farmers were coming 
from a 50 to 100 mile radius. Then the mail and express and 
freight ends of the business began to grow like quack grass 
in an infested meadow. Noah Fouts, the oldest brother–or 
by the way, all rattling good business men–saw that they 
must specialize in seed production and feed live stock as a 
subsidiary activity to furnish a home market for the surplus 
roughage and to assist in maintaining soil fertility.
 “At present, the Fouts’ seed package of 100 acres 
produces about 2000 to 2600 bushels of high quality seed 
each season. Early Hollybrook soys are grown, as they have 
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proved to be best adapted to local conditions. The boys grow 
Hollybrooks in their corn, as this variety produces a wealth 
of fodder and forage. They also grow a limited seed acreage 
of Ito San for their northern Indiana seed trade, as beans of 
this sort better weather the season farther north and yield 
dependably and bountifully. The Fouts brothers sell their 
select seed at fair prices. Last year, they received between 
$6 and $8 a bushel for seed, their total sales amounting 
to approximately $14,000. They sell directly to farmers 
and thus eliminate the services of middlemen and seed 
purveyors.”
 There follows a detailed description of the methods 
and equipment used by the Fouts brothers in growing soy 
beans. “The four year rotation followed by the Fouts family 
consists of corn, soy beans, clover and some small grain such 
as wheat, oats or barley. The corn and soy beans are both 
profi table feeding crops and invaluable soil enrichers.”
 Photos show: (1) The three Fouts brothers (oval 
portrait). (2) Many farmers at the fi rst Corn Belt Soy Bean 
Conference in 1920 standing in front of a barn on which 
is written “Soyland–Taylor Fouts.” (3) Two teams of two 
horses each pulling old fashioned self-rake reapers for 
harvesting soy beans. The brothers have found these work 
better than mowing machines equipped with a special 
bunching attachment. (4) Two people standing in a large fi eld 
of soy beans. “On the three Fouts farms aggregating 545 
acres at the end of the second season practically all of the 
land has been cropped to [soy] beans.”

50. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1921. District 
soybean meeting will be held at Fouts Bros. farm Tuesday. 
Aug. 19. p. 10, col. 1-2.
• Summary: “A District Soybean meeting under the direction 
of the Agricultural Soils and Crops Extension Department of 
Purdue university, will be held on Tuesday, Aug., 23rd, at the 
famous Soyland farms, the home of Neal and Taylor Fouts 
located three quarters of a mile south of Deer Creek on the 
Michigan Pike. The meeting which will consist of discussion 
and demonstrations of the various varieties of the bean in 
one of the twelve district soybean demonstrations which will 
be held in the state and many farmers of this vicinity and 
neighboring counties will attend.
 “The program will consist of practical soybean talks 
by state representatives, dealing with the various phases of 
the crop while a representative of the Soybean Oil Mill will 
also be present to explain the future commercial uses of the 
soybean.”

51. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1921. Big crowd 
at soy bean meeting Aug. 24. p. 10, col. 1.
• Summary: “The Soy bean conference which was held 
Tuesday at Soyland on the farm of Noah, Taylor and Finis 
Fouts, 10 miles south on the Michigan highway in Carroll 
county was well attended by Soy Bean raisers from all over 

the central states. The Fouts brothers are the largest raisers of 
Soy Beans in Indiana, and every year a meeting is held there 
under the auspices of the county agent of Carroll county.
 “At the noon hour a basket lunch was enjoyed, which 
was spread on the beautiful shaded lawn at the Fouts 
home. After the picnic dinner the following program was 
carried out: For men: Soy Beans from all angles, varieties; 
Inoculation (commercial and soil), Cultural methods, Uses, 
(commercial and farm), Place in Rotation, Harvesting and 
Threshing.
 “For Women: A study in Beautifying the Farm House 
and Modern Home Convenience. A lady being in charge of 
this work.
 “The main address of the afternoon was given by Ward 
Ostrander, of the agriculture etxension department of Purdue 
university. He discussed the value of the soy beans to the 
soil, explaining that while clover can be produced only on 
certain kinds of soil, soy beans can be raised on any kind 
of soil. It makes good hay, or the beans can be threshed out 
for seed and sold and the straw used for feed purposes. He 
explained that the soil is much enriched by the growing of 
the beans. Other speakers of the day discussing the value of 
the soy bean were William Schrock, winner of the fi rst prize 
for soy beans at the National Hay and Grain show at Chicago 
last year; Noah and Finis Fouts, William Brand, representing 
the Huntington Chemical company of Huntingon Indiana, 
and M. Matts, county agent of Warsaw.
 “A musical program was furnished by the Carroll 
township quartette.”

52. Dungan, G.H. 1921. Program: Second Annual Corn Belt 
Soybean Day. Held at Urbana and Tolono in Champaign 
County, Illinois. Thursday, September 1, 1921 (Leafl et). In: 
R.W. Judd, ed. 1979. 50 Years with Soybeans. Urbana, IL: 
National Soybean Crop Improvement Council. 86 p. See p. 
72-74. Also In: Windish 1981, p. 184-85.
• Summary: On the cover, near the bottom: “University of 
Illinois, Extension Service, Corn Belt Soybean Growers, 
Champaign County Soybean Club, A.P. Meharry Embarrass 
Farms Cooperating.”
 The 2-page program states: “8:30 A.M.–Soybean 
experiments, South Farm, University of Illinois. Soybeans 
in Illinois rotations. Soybean varieties in Illinois: Striking 
differences may be noted among the varieties and strains 
which will be seen. Special–Soybean variety test: Here will 
be seen sixteen common varieties of soybeans from ten 
states. Your ‘pet’ variety growing side by side with the same 
variety from other states as well as alongside other good 
varieties. Soybean varieties–How they are made: Notice 
several new varieties in the process of making. Discussion 
of the principles of breeding and their application to natural 
crossing on the farm.
 10:25 A.M.–Some relationships. Dean Eugene 
Davenport.
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 10:45 A.M.–Urbana to A.P. MeHarry Farms, Tolono, 
Illinois.
 11:15 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.–MeHarry Farm. Events: 11:15 
Auto Tour–400 acres soybeans on one farm, 300 acres for 
seed and hay and 100 acres soys in corn. 12:00 Noon–
Soybean Luncheon for those who do not bring their own 
dinner. (Served by the Crittenden unit of the Champaign 
County Home Bureau.)
 1:30 P.M.–Welcome to Embarrass Farm, Chas. L. 
Meharry. Address–Henry J. Waters, Editor, Weekly Kansas 
City Star, former president Kansas Agricultural College. 
Then fi ve-minute talks by the following soybean growers 
of the states mentioned: Edward E. Evans–West Branch, 
Michigan. Ralph Kenney–Lexington, Kentucky. F.S. 
Wilkins–Ames, Iowa. Taylor Fouts–Camden, Indiana. F.E. 
Russell–Columbia, Missouri. Geo. H. Briggs, Madison, 
Wisconsin. C.B. Newton–Bowling Green, Ohio. W.E. 
Riegel–Tolono, Illinois.
 “At the conclusion of this program there will be a series 
of demonstrations with the machinery used in the production 
and handling of the soybean crop on The Embarrass Farms. 
This will include the actual thrashing of soybeans, with 
a modifi ed wheat separator, the Rotary Hoe being used 
in cultivating beans, cutting soys for hay, harvesting the 
beans for seed with a binder, followed immediately by drill, 
seeding wheat in soybean stubble.”
 “An excellent entertainment is planned for Wednesday 
evening to accommodate those who come that afternoon and 
evening.
 “Autos provided: The Champaign County Soybean Club 
will furnish autos for those who do not have transportation 
provided. These cars will be available Thursday morning at 
8:15 and will make the entire tour of the day.”
 On the back panel a map shows where events will be 
held. Tolono is located just south of Champaign, on the same 
road (Egyptian Trail).

53. Dungan, G.H. 1921. Soybeans again assert their value: 
The Second Annual Corn Belt Soybean Day–September 
1, 1921. In: R.W. Judd, ed. 1979. 50 Years with Soybeans. 
Urbana, IL: National Soybean Crop Improvement Council. 
86 p. See p. 68-71. Also In: Windish 1981, p. 181-84.
• Summary: On the morning of 1 Sept. 1921, a little after 
8:30 in the morning, “350 people were assembled on the 
Agronomy South Farm, University of Illinois. There were 
those in this crowd who had grown soybeans extensively for 
many years... There were representatives from Washington, 
D.C., 35 counties of Illinois, 9 counties of Indiana, 3 counties 
of Kentucky, and one county each of Missouri, Ohio, and 
Wisconsin.
 Dr. W. Burlison fi rst explained the layout of the 
Agronomy South Farm, dwelling particularly upon the 
rotations on which soybeans appeared. Professor J.C. 
Hackleman outlined the experimental work that is being 

done with soybeans. The soybean series in the Northwest 
rotation is devoted to a preliminary variety trial of new 
and untried strains.” A tour of these plots showed: “The 
Arlington, the Columbian and Wilson No. 5 promise to be 
good for hay. The Morse, Hahto, and Christian County soys 
because of their coarseness will likely be better for seed 
than hay. The Hahto has such large seed that it is diffi cult 
to thresh without injury. The Manchu is an early bean, 
similar in some respects to the Ito San. The extremely early 
Mandarin has no place in the corn belt alongside our better 
varieties.
 “On the South Central Rotation older, well established 
varieties are grown. Of these the Sable is the most beautiful. 
The Virginia and the Illinois 13-19 are the best for hay. Other 
good hay beans are the A.K., Mongol, Haberlandt, Hongkong 
and Ebony. The early beans in this rotation include the Ito 
San, the Manchu and the Black Eyebrow.
 “In another plot the choice soys from all the corn belt 
states were being grown side by side. This demonstration 
showed that Ito San from Wisconsin is slightly earlier in 
maturity than the same variety from Iowa and the states 
south. It also seems quite clear from these tests that Mongol, 
Medium Yellow and Hollybrook are practically one and the 
same bean. The Lexington bean makes a very promising 
showing under Illinois conditions...”
 Dr. C.M. Woodworth “discussed the tendency of beans 
toward natural variation. He showed between 20 and 25 
different plant types that he had selected out of the one 
variety, A.K.” Natural crossing helps to bring about the 
occurrence of these multiple types. He also reported his 
special experiments showing that “hybridization occurred 
in nature 16 times in 10,000. This does not seem frequent 
enough to be signifi cant, but if two varieties were grown 
side by side they would be hopelessly ruined as to purity 
in the course of a few years. New varieties are made then 
by plant selection which may or may not be preceded by 
hybridization.”
 At the “Embarrass Farm” in Tolono a fi eld of Mongol 
variety soybeans “took the eye of all who saw them. They 
were absolutely free of weeds and almost as tall as rye.” 
Demonstrations “included the rotary hoe in operation and 
the threshing of soys with a wheat separator... The rotary hoe 
will kill small beans but its greatest value as a soy cultivator 
lies in breaking the soil crust, enabling 100% seedling 
emergence and furnishing proper soil aeration.”
 “It is reported that during the noon hour, 1,627 people 
were counted on the grounds. After lunch, which consisted of 
sandwiches, soybeans in various forms, pie, ice cream, and 
coffee... came the program and reports from various states.”
 Prof. Hackleman as chairman fi rst introduced Chas. L. 
Meharry, who described the crop rotation system. Each of 
the fi ve minute talks was then given. Prof. Ralph Kenney 
(Lexington, Kentucky) reported variety uses in his states as 
follows: “Mammoth Yellow for hay; Haberlandt, Lexington, 
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and Virginia for seed; and Haberlandt for growing with 
corn.”
 “Taylor Fouts, Camden, Indiana, spoke of the increasing 
importance of the soybean and predicted that it would have 
been impossible to have such a meeting as the present one in 
the interest of any other crop.”
 Prof. C.E. Carter of Columbia, Missouri, said that in 
Missouri they were recommending the varieties Morse and 
Medium Yellow for seed, and Wilson and Virginia for hay.
 “Dr. [sic] W.J. Morse, Washington, D.C. gave the 
principal use of soys as hay and pasture. The possibility of 
utilizing soy oil on a large scale is a problem for the future.” 
Address: Associate in Crop Production [Univ. of Illinois, 
Extension Agronomist].

54. Morse, W.J. 1921. Re: Standardization of soybean variety 
nomenclature. Testing varieties at Arlington Farm. Letter 
to Mr. W.E. Riegel, A.P. Meharry Embarrass Farm, Tolono, 
Champaign County, Illinois, Oct. 15. 3 p. Typed, without 
signature (carbon copy).
• Summary: “Dear Mr. Riegel–I have your letter of 
September 27 in regard to the appointment of the committee 
on standardization and nomenclature of soybean variety [sic]. 
I am very glad indeed to know that the matter of varieties is 
to receive your attention. One of the most important things 
in regard to varieties I think is the standardizing of the names 
of the most popular varieties. As to the states that should 
be represented on your committee I would like to suggest 
the following: Illinois, Iowa, Ohio, Indiana, Missouri, 
Wisconsin, Kentucky, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and possibly 
Minnesota and South Dakota. I suggest these states in view 
of the fact that there is more confusion in varietal names and 
a larger number of varieties grown in these states than in the 
southern states. Throughout the South the mammoth yellow, 
biloxi, otootan, Tokio, and mammoth brown [sic, Mammoth 
Yellow, Biloxi, Otootan, Tokio, and Mammoth Brown] are 
most generally grown and there is no confusion to these 
sorts.”
 “Varieties which I think should receive your attention in 
the matter of standardization are the Pekin, Mongol, Ito San, 
and Guelph. Each of these varieties is grown or sold under 
several different names...”
 “We have been doing a very large amount of work in 
the classifi cation of soybeans at Arlington this season. In 
our classifi cation tests we have about 700 samples of named 
varieties of soybeans which were obtained from growers 
and seedmen throughout the United States. Of course I do 
not mean that we have 700 different varieties as in many 
cases we have fi ve or ten samples of the same variety from 
different sources.”
 Morse encloses (p. 3) a list of 19 men (mostly from 
colleges or experiment stations) from eleven states who he 
believes are qualifi ed and would be interested in serving 
on the committee to standardize soybean nomenclature: 

Illinois–J.C. Hackleman, Urbana. C.M. Woodworth, Urbana. 
Iowa–F.S. Wilkins, Iowa College of Agriculture, Ames. 
Ohio–C.G. Williams, Ohio Experiment Station, Wooster. J.B. 
Park, Ohio College of Agriculture, Columbus. E.C. Johnson, 
Stryker. J.W.R. [“John”] Smith. Indiana–A.T. Wiancko, 
Indiana Experiment Station, Lafayette. Taylor Fouts, 
Camden. Missouri–W.C. Etheridge, Missouri Experiment 
Station, Columbia. C.E. Carter, Missouri Experiment Station, 
Columbia. Wisconsin–E.J. Delwiche, Green Bay. R.A. 
Moore, Wisconsin Experiment Station, Madison. Kentucky–
E.J. Kinney, Kentucky Experiment Station, Lexington. 
Michigan–O.R. Megee, Michigan Experiment Station, E. 
Lansing. E.E. Evans, West Branch, Michigan. Minnesota–
A.C. Arny, Minnesota Experiment Station, St. Paul. South 
Dakota–A.N. Hume, South Dakota Experiment Station, 
Brookings. Pennsylvania–C.O. Cromer, Pennsylvania 
Experiment Station, State College.
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Jan. 1999) 
that mentions E.C. Johnson of Stryker, Ohio. William Morse 
almost certainly knew him personally. It seems very unlikely 
that Morse confused E.C. Johnson with Elmer S. Johnson, 
another soybean pioneer from Stryker, Ohio, who had died 
1½ years earlier, on 22 Feb. 1920.
 Location: National Archives, College Park, Maryland. 
Record group 54–Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils and 
Agricultural Engineering. Subgroup–Div. of Forage Crops 
and Diseases. Series–General Correspondence, 1905-1929. 
Box 88. Folder–Meharry Farms #1 F.C.I.
 Sent to Soyfoods Center by Jacob Jones of Purdue 
Univ., Aug. 1998. Address: Agronomist, USDA.

55. Dungan, George H.; Brown, P.T. 1921. Soybeans as 
an aid to stock-farming: Recent fi eld demonstrations and 
discussions of varieties, culture and uses indicate the 
multiple virtues of this legume crop in many states. Breeder’s 
Gazette 80(16):553-54. Oct. 20.
• Summary: The fi rst half of the article is by Dungan and the 
second half by Brown. The article begins: “Taylor Fouts of 
Soyland Farm in Indiana explained the future of the soybean 
crop on the occasion of the recent second annual cornbelt 
Soybean Day in Champaign County, Illinois. The University 
of Illinois extension service, the cornbelt Soybean Growers’ 
Association, the Champaign County Soybean Club and the 
A.P. Meharry Farms cooperated in planning, advertising and 
directing this successful and inspiring meeting. The ‘seeing 
is believing’ idea was carried out, so far as possible. Varieties 
grown on the University of Illinois plots: Mandarin (short 
season), Wilson, Virginia, Illinois 13-19, and Arlington (hay), 
and Sable (beauty and hay), Hollybrook, Mongol, Medium 
Yellow, Ito San, Haberlandt, Morse, Hahto, and A.K.
 Dr. C.M. Woodworth of the plant breeding division, 
Univ. of Illinois, discussed soybean breeding and the 
importance of choosing good varieties. “On the A.P. Meharry 
farm in Champaign County, Illinois, the soybean was 
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observed in all its glory. Four hundred acres of deep-brown 
silt loam soil is growing soybeans on this farm There are 300 
acres of beans growing alone–some for hay and others for 
seed. One hundred acres of soybeans were growing in corn, 
to be used for pasture, for silage, and for soil improvement. 
The varieties most extensively used are the Mongol and the 
A.K.
 Prof. J.C. Hackleman of the University of Illinois was 
chairman of the formal meeting, at which various experts 
spoke. These included Chas. L. Meharry (crop rotation), 
Taylor Fouts of Indiana (soybeans as a substitute for clover), 
Geo. H. [sic, M.] Briggs of Wisconsin (using soybeans to 
build up a good dairy herd), Dr. [sic, Mr.] W.J. Morse of the 
USDA (expansion of soybean acreage in South Dakota from 
200 acres a few years ago to more than 4,000 acres in one 
county today), and W.E. Riegel (the value of soybeans as 
feed).
 “Prof. Ralph Kenny of the University of Kentucky says 
that Mammoth Yellow is the best variety in his state for 
hay; Haberlandt, Lexington and Virginia are valued, in that 
order, for seed; while Haberlandt stands as a choice bean for 
combination with corn.”
 “C.E. Carter of Missouri listed Morse and Medium 
Yellow as the best seed varieties for Missouri; the Wilson 
and Virginia make the best yields of hay.”
 The second half of the article describes the recent 
soybean meeting on the Margaret Lake Farm of Chas. 
Bower in Union township, Benton County, Indiana. Some 
120 men from nearby counties attended. “R.S. Thomas, 
soils and crops extension man from the experiment station 
at Purdue University, declared that this was the largest and 
most enthusiastic of the eight soybean meetings conducted in 
Indiana this year. He pointed out the necessity of including 
legumes in rotations, in order to help maintain soil fertility, 
and furnish cheap protein feed for live stock.”
 A photo shows some of Indiana’s agricultural leaders at 
that meeting: County agent P.T. Brown, Ray Atkinson, Chas. 
Bower, John Jansen, and Prof. R.S. Thomas. Address: 1. 
Univ. of Illinois; 2. County Agent, Benton County, Indiana.

56. Ostrander, W.A. 1921. Re: Request for list of 
companies making soybean products, and for statistics 
on soybean production in various states. Letter to W.J. 
Morse, Agronomist, Forage-Crop Investigations, Bureau of 
Plant Industry, Washington, DC, Oct. 31. 1 p. Typed, with 
signature on letterhead.
• Summary: “Dear Mr. Morse: I am trying my best to get 
information from commercial concerns as to the utilization 
of soybean products. Have you at your command any lists of 
concerns that are used them? Also, have you any information 
at hand as to the number of products soybeans are made 
into? Any suggestions you can give me as to how best to get 
a collection of soybean products will be appreciated.
 “I expect you will be at the International and I have 

some very urgent questions to talk over with you at that time.
 “Have you any data at hand as to the relative crop of 
soybeans this year? Our men are asking for this kind of 
service and I am trying to get it for them.
 “We had three pickers this year in operation in Indiana. 
All of them developed since our meeting at Fouts’ a little 
over a year ago. One of them proved very successful. 
Another one that was not quite completed, I believe was 
good. The third one still had the same old faults.”
 Note: On 7 Nov. 1921 Morse sends Ostrander a list 
“giving the names and addresses of fi rms that are engaged 
at the present time in the manufacture of products involving 
the use of soybean cake, meal or oil.” He asks if the 
three pickers “are the types obtained from eastern North 
Carolina or if they are something new, developed by Indiana 
growers.”
 Location: National Archives, College Park, Maryland. 
Record group 54–Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils and 
Agricultural Engineering. Subgroup–Div. of Forage Crops 
and Diseases. Series–Correspondence with State Agric. 
Exp. Stations, 1899-1923. Box 12–Illinois-Indiana. Folder–
Indiana Experiment Station–#9.
 Sent to Soyfoods Center by Jacob Jones of Purdue 
Univ., Aug. 1998. Address: Assoc. in Soils and Crops 
Extension, Purdue Univ., Dep. of Agricultural Extension, 
Lafayette, Indiana.

57. Ostrander, W.A. 1921. Re: Soybean pickers developed 
in Indiana. Letter to W.J. Morse, Agronomist, Bureau of 
Plant Industry, Washington, DC, Nov. 10. 1 p. Typed, with 
signature on letterhead.
• Summary: “The [soybean] pickers in question are home 
talent construction [i.e., developed in Indiana]. One of them 
I think a lot of as it beats the beans against the side rather 
than at the bottom, and not near as many are lost through the 
opening that is necessary to allow the beans to come into the 
machine. Walter Sturdevant, Noblesville, Indiana, has this 
one. One of his neighbors has a different type, Taylor Fouts 
of Camden, Indiana, does not as yet have his perfected, and 
Rev. P.L. Marks, Westerville, Ohio, also has one.”
 Location: National Archives, College Park, Maryland. 
Record group 54–Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils and 
Agricultural Engineering. Subgroup–Div. of Forage Crops 
and Diseases. Series–Correspondence with State Agric. 
Exp. Stations, 1899-1923. Box 12–Illinois-Indiana. Folder–
Indiana Experiment Station–#9.
 Sent to Soyfoods Center by Jacob Jones of Purdue 
Univ., Aug. 1998. Address: Assoc. in Soils and Crops 
Extension, Purdue Univ., Dep. of Agricultural Extension, 
Lafayette, Indiana.

58. Bean-Bag (The) (Lansing, Michigan). 1922. Soy bean 
facts. 4(9):10. Feb.
• Summary: “Taylor Fouts, the soy bean king of Indiana, 
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gives the following eleven (11) splendid reasons for growing 
the crop.
 “1. Soy beans make one of the best protein forage feeds, 
grown annually.
 “2. They build up the soil like clover, and nothing beats 
them for a green manure crop, economically grown.
 “3. If inoculated, they make a very satisfactory growth 
on poor soils.
 “4. Soy beans will grow on even an acid soil that fails to 
produce clover.
 “5. They will resist drouth better than any of the 
common farm crops, likewise survive excessive wet periods.
 “6. They may be planted over a period from early spring 
until mid-summer, and as far north as corn or as far south as 
cotton. A most wonderful range of adaptability to climate and 
soils.
 “7. Especially desirable for dairy cows, and introduces 
the best quality of milk and butter. Enlarges quantity.
 “8. Soy bean forage and hay is especially appetizing and 
effi cient for feeding lambs, cattle and horses.
 “9. Soy bean straw is ideal for winter roughage.
 “10. Soy beans and corn are ideal ration for hogs and 
lambs, most pounds of meat per acre.
 “11. Fattens your pocketbooks while enriching your 
soils, absolutely.”

59. Cates, J. Sidney. 1922. More soys: Many farmers see 
in the beans a sound new money crop. Country Gentleman 
87(8):10, 16. April 1.
• Summary: “The three Fouts brothers, at Camden, Indiana, 
own farms close together, and they call the group Soyland. 
They are not only making money selling seed but by feeding 
hogs and sheep. Soys are the main crop on all three farms.”
 “At present the price of soy beans in the Corn Belt is the 
lowest in many years, seed selling on farms at $1.30 to $1.60 
a bushel.”
 “In North Carolina, where more seed beans are raised 
than anywhere else, 34 per cent of the crop is grown for 
seed. Illinois now comes next with 28 per cent of the whole 
planted area harvested for seed.”
 “New varieties, some 300 in number, were brought 
in from Manchuria during the winter of 1913-1914. The 
whole importation was tested out at the government farm 
at Arlington, Virginia, and the markedly inferior ones were 
discarded.”
 Photos show: (1) Soys being cultivated with a rotary hoe 
on the A.P. Meharry Farm in Illinois; a young black boy sits 
on the equipment and 2 mules pull it. (2) Piles of soybean 
plants which were grow for seed and harvested with a grain 
binder.

60. Bean-Bag (The) (Lansing, Michigan). 1922. Soy bean 
facts. 4(11):10. April.
• Summary: “Taylor Fouts, the soy bean king of Indiana, 

gives the following eleven (11) splendid reasons for growing 
the crop.
 “1. Soy beans make one of the best protein forage feeds, 
grown annually.
 “2. They build up the soil like clover, and nothing beats 
them for a green manure crop, economically grown.
 “3. If inoculated, they make a very satisfactory growth 
on poor soils.
 “4. Soy beans will grow on even an acid soil that fails to 
produce clover.
 “5. They will resist drouth better than any of the 
common farm crops, likewise survive excessive wet periods.
 “6. They may be planted over a period from early spring 
until mid-summer, and as far north as corn or as far south as 
cotton. A most wonderful range of adaptability to climate and 
soils.
 “7. Especially desirable for dairy cows, and produces the 
best quality of milk and butter. Enlarges quantity.
 “8. Soy bean forage and hay is especially appetizing and 
effi cient for feeding lambs, cattle and horses.
 “9. Soy bean straw is ideal for winter roughage.
 “10. Soy beans and corn are ideal ration for hogs and 
lambs, most pounds of meat per acre.
 “11. Fattens your pocketbooks while enriching your 
soils, absolutely.”

61. Morse, W.J. 1922. Re: Meeting in Missouri to 
standardize soybean variety names. Letter to Prof. A.T. 
Wiancko, Chief in Soils and Crops, Indiana Experiment 
Station, Lafayette, Indiana, Aug. 14. 2 p. Typed, without 
signature (carbon copy).
• Summary: “Dear Prof. Wiancko: During 1921, Mr. W.E. 
Riegel, Tolono, Illinois, President of the National Soybean 
Growers’ Association, appointed a committee, consisting of 
one prominent soybean grower and one station or agricultural 
man from each state, to make a study of soybean varieties 
now grown, and to try and clear up the great confusion which 
has resulted in the names of varieties, for, as you know, the 
same variety is frequently known under several different 
names. Your name has been handed to me as a member of 
this committee. At a meeting of the committee in Chicago, 
Illinois, Nov. 1921, the position of chairman was wished on 
me, and plans were discussed as to method of standardizing 
varietal names. It was decided to grow the varieties having 
more than one name at the meeting place of the next soybean 
conference, which is Columbia, Missouri, and that the 
members of the committee would meet at Columbia the day 
preceding the conference and study these varieties, check 
them up, and, if possible, assign a single name to each one 
in dispute. Accordingly, this spring I sent Prof. Helm, of the 
Missouri Experiment Station, a large collection of varieties, 
concerning which there is much confusion as to names.
 “It is desired that a report be given at the general 
conference, and in this manner the aid of growers, seedsmen 
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and state agricultural men can be utilized to assist us in 
carrying out the plan of standardizing varietal names.
 “No doubt you have been notifi ed that the regular 
conference is to be held at Columbia, Mo., Sept. 1st. 
Therefore, would it not be possible for you to be at 
Columbia, Mo., Aug. 31st, to meet with the rest of the 
committee on this variety question? In a recent letter, Prof. 
Helm writes, ‘The committee should get together at least by 
9 o’clock in the morning the day before the meeting’. If you 
can see your way clear to attend this meeting, I feel sure that 
we can do much good in straightening out this varietal name 
confusion.”
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2012) that 
mentions the “National Soybean Growers’ Association.” That 
association was formed (but without a clear name) in Sept. 
1920 at the big meeting of soybean growers at Soyland in 
Camden, Indiana.
 Location: National Archives, College Park, Maryland. 
Record group 54–Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils and 
Agricultural Engineering. Subgroup–Div. of Forage Crops 
and Diseases. Series–Correspondence with State Agric. 
Exp. Stations, 1899-1923. Box 12–Illinois-Indiana. Folder–
Indiana Experiment Station–#8.
 Sent to Soyfoods Center by Jacob Jones of Purdue 
Univ., Aug. 1998. Address: Agronomist, Bureau of Plant 
Industry, Washington, DC.

62. Purdue Agriculturist (Indiana). 1922. Soybeans. 
17(12):28. Nov.
• Summary: Soybeans as replacement for clover and for 
pressing for oil are discussed. “Ten thousand acres of 
soybeans were grown last year in Carroll county, mostly with 
corn. Taylor Fouts, a former Purdue student, went back to 
his farm with advanced ideas of agriculture, and despite the 
criticisms of neighbors, developed the soybean idea to its 
present rank, getting his start from seed sent to him by the 
Purdue Agricultural Experiment Station for a co-operative 
variety test in 1906. The three Fouts brothers have a group of 
farms near Camden, which they call ‘Soyland,’ and here they 
demonstrate the value of the new legume...
 “Pressing for oil: An unusually profi table industry 
in soybean growing may soon be developed through the 
demand for oil from the threshed bean. A pressing mill is 
in operation at Chicago Heights, Illinois, and mills may 
be opened in the near future at Peru, Logansport, and 
Huntington [all 3 cities in Indiana]. The Chicago Heights 
company is considering a plan of pressing and grinding the 
soybeans and returning the soybean meal to the farmers, free 
of charge. The profi t of the company is to be realized entirely 
on the oil to be obtained... Hollybrook, Ito San, and Manchu 
are the varieties recommended for Indiana.” Address: 
Indiana.

63. Christie, G.I. ed. 1922. Offi cers of the Indiana Corn 

Growers’ Association. Indiana Corn Growers’ Association, 
Annual Report 22:3.
• Summary: Members of the “Committee on Seed 
Certifi cation” are:
 W.A. Ostrander Lafayette.
 Everett, Aurora. Russell East, Shelbyville.
 B.V. Widney, Albion.
 Taylor Fouts, Camden.
 Note: There is no “Soybean Committee” yet. Address: 
Secretary.

64. Taylor Fouts seated with his wife and three children 
(Photograph). 1922.
• Summary: This 3-by-5 inch black-and-white photo shows 
Taylor Fouts and his wife, Lillie May Wagoner Fouts, seated 
in stuffed chairs in the living room of Taylor Fouts’ home. 
Between and slightly behind them are their three children 
(from left to right): Pauline Fouts, Mary Margaret Fouts (on 
Pauline’s lap), and Frederic Fouts.

 This photo, with caption and date, was sent on loan to 
Soyfoods Center by Mary Margaret Fouts Bowman of Deer 
Creek, Indiana. This home was the original one built by 
Solomon Fouts; it burned in 1929, and was rebuilt on the 
same foundation.

65. Bill, F.W. 1923. Turning soy beans into money: Farmers 
of Piatt county, Illinois, build co-operative soy bean mill. 
Wallaces’ Farmer 48(8):301. Feb. 23.
• Summary: “A group of farmers down in Piatt county, 
Illinois, have undertaken the task of promoting the soy bean 
to the second rank as a cash crop. They have organized 
a coöperative company and established a soy bean oil 
extracting plant at Monticello in order to provide the 
necessary competition in milling, to be sure that the market 
price of beans will be suffi cient to promote the crop. And 
the farmers are not alone in the venture. Business men 
and bankers, some who have no farms of their own, have 
contributed to the capital stock of the mill.
 “The movement has a double purpose. It is intended to 
forward the work of replacing an unprofi table crop, oats, by a 



FOUTS FAMILY OF INDIANA    39

© Copyright Soyinfo Center 2012

profi table one. By reducing the oat acreage, and to an extent, 
that of corn, it is expected to help stimulate the price of those 
crops...
 “The Piatt County Farm Bureau, with its adviser, J.W. 
Watson, originated the idea of having a mill. The acreage of 
beans in 1919 was not worth mentioning in the census report. 
There was only a small acreage in 1920. In 1921, 1,700 
acres were planted in Piatt county and several surrounding 
counties also became interested. There were fully 12,000 
acres in the county last year, and there would have been three 
times that many were it not for a shortage of seed.”
 Photos show:

 (1) Exterior of the Piatt County Soy Bean Mill. 

 (2) Hulling soybeans in front of a barn on the farm of 
Finis Fouts, Deer Creek, Indiana, and transporting the hay up 
to the loft.
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (March 2008) 
that mentions the “Piatt County Soy Bean Mill.”

66. O’Brien, Harry R. 1923. Soy-bean magic: It is shown in 
feedlots as well as in factories. Country Gentleman 88(13):4, 
18. March 31.

• Summary: Describes the results obtained by feeding a 
soy-and-mineral ration in a pasture to hogs, cows, poultry 
and horses. The idea was conceived in 1920 by three faculty 
men at Purdue University (W.A. Ostrander–extension farm 
crops specialist, S.D. Conner–chemist, and C.M. Vestal–dep. 
of animal husbandry). “Soy bean products are being used 
commercially to make salted peanuts and peanut brittle, 
meat substitutes, cheap coffee, synthetic milk, margarine, 
axle grease and other lubricants, chocolate, sardine packing 
oil, lard substitutes, soap, linoleum, artifi cial suet, foundry 
casting-cores, printer’s ink, vegetable cheese, toilet powder, 
fertilizer, high explosives, rubber substitutes, waterproof 
cloth, and salad oil. The Chinaman makes an oil to use in 
lamps as a kerosene substitute.
 “The use of soy-bean products commercially is just in its 
infancy in this country, hitherto the two most important uses 
being paint and soap. Most of the oil used has been imported 
from the Orient... Since 1912, when oil was fi rst produced 
commercially in the United States from home-grown soy 
beans, the oil has been produced by the fl axseed crushing 
mills. But within the past year a number of mills for crushing 
soys alone have been projected. I visited Peru, Indiana, last 
summer, where one was being erected, and Monticello, 
Illinois, where a company was being organized to erect one.
 “The past year there has been a big demand for soys 
from the paint companies who cannot get enough fl axseed.”
 Prof. W.E. Hanger, extension farm crops specialist at 
Ohio State University, says: “It is quite possible that before 
long, instead of feeding many beans, the farmer will sell his 
bean crop and buy back the soy-bean oil meal to feed... Last 
year there were somewhere between 40,000 and 50,000 acres 
of soy beans grown in Ohio, where in 1920 only about 7,000 
acres were grown... and the acreage will doubtless be largely 
increased this year.”
 Photos show: (1) A man standing in a thriving “thirty-
acre fi eld of soy beans on the farm of Noah Fouts, Camden, 
Indiana. For two years previous this fi eld has been in soy 
beans and corn and pastured with lambs. The present crop 
indicates there is nothing wrong with the system.” (2) A 
man driving a tractor “harvesting and hulling soys in one 
operation on the Homer Johnson farm in Sheridan, Indiana.” 
Note: This looks like a primitive combine, which is pulled 
alongside the tractor. Address: Indiana.

67. Thomasson, R.R. 1923. Soybeans to the rescue: In 
Missouri the crop has found a soft spot in the heart of the 
farmer with a rundown farm. Dairy Farmer 21(19):16-17, 
29. Oct. 1.
• Summary: The article begins: “There are two types of 
farmers: One who says ‘Give me the season, plenty of rain, 
and keep the chinch bugs away and I still can grow enough 
crops on the old fi elds to feel my stock;’ and the other who 
says, ‘Give me soybeans I will defy drouths and insect pests.’ 
Any man can have his soybeans, but it is a long, long wait 
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for the other fellow until all seasonal conditions are right. 
The sheriff will pass the farms of a lot of soybean growers 
on his way to foreclose a mortgage on the man who waits for 
the Lord to bless him with rain at the proper times thruout 
the season.”
 In Pulaski County, says County Agent C.C. Keller, 
there are thousands of acres of poor upland soil. “A legume 
in the rotation and more roughage to make more manure 
has been badly needed. And still the farmers knew so little 
about growing soybeans two years ago that I had diffi culty 
persuading fi ve or six to plant small demonstration plots. 
Those demonstrations resulted in fi fty men growing 300 
acres this year, and with hardly an exception they were 
satisfi ed when they cut the hay. They were more than 
satisfi ed when they began feeding that hay to their dairy 
cows.”
 The Virginia variety is best adapted to thin soils, with 
Wilson as a second choice. The Virginia and Wilson were 
the only two that could be harvested with a binder or mower. 
Morse is a favorite on the more fertile farms of the state. 
So is Haberlandt, but it has not been grown as extensively. 
“The greatest objection to the crop that the farmer is fi nding 
is probably the diffi culty in obtaining seed. Machinery is 
not available in most communities for threshing the beans.” 
However counties such as Linn and Pettis are developing 
the seed end of the crop. “Linn county produced a surplus 
of 4,000 bushels this year. It was a pioneer soybean county. 
Two men, E.A. Loomis and W.P. Brinkley, have grown 
soybeans since 1903. For several years they were the only 
men in the county to devote any attention to the crop. There 
are now more than 1,200 men fi nding a place in their rotation 
for the soybean, according to County Agent J. Robert Hall. 
The majority of these men use them for hay and as a soil 
builder. The Linn county soybean growers association was 
organized in 1920 to facilitate selling the surplus seed.”
 The article concludes: “The crop offers itself as a last 
chance for the man on the road to a completely worn-out 
soil who has passed the turn in the road where he might have 
taken on clover in his crop rotation.”
 Photos show: (1) Three men standing in a fi eld of 
soybeans and cowpeas on the farm of D.N. Dabbs in 
McDonald County, Missouri. (2) Hulling soybeans in front 
of a barn on the farm of Finis Fouts, Deer Creek, Indiana, 
and transporting the hay up to the loft.

68. Christie, G.I. ed. 1923. Offi cers of the Indiana Corn 
Growers’ Association. Indiana Corn Growers’ Association, 
Annual Report 23:3.
• Summary: Members of the “Committee on Seed 
Certifi cation” are:
 W.A. Ostrander Lafayette.
 B.V. Widney, Albion.
 Taylor Fouts, Camden.
 J.A. McCarty, Evansville. L.M. Vogler, Hope.

 Members of the Association’s fi rst “Soybean 
Committee” are:
 Chas. Meharry, Attica.
 W.A. Ostrander, Lafayette.
 Walter Sturdevant, Noblesville.
 R.B. McKee, Bunker Hill.
 E.E. Brooks, Salem. Address: Secretary.

69. Fouts Brothers. 1923? Soyland Seeds: Soybeans our 
specialty (Mail order catalog). Camden, Indiana. 24 p. 
Undated. 23 cm.
• Summary: This is a seed catalog combined with a manual 
on soybean cultivation, utilization, and promotion. Internal 
evidence suggests that it was probably published in 1923. 
On the cover, a photo shows a soybean plant in a vertical 
rectangle. Above it is written “Soyland Seeds” (in large 
letters). Below the photo are 3 lines of text: (1) “Soybeans 
our Specialty” (medium size letters). (2) “Fouts Brothers” 
(large letters). (3) “Camden, Indiana” (medium size letters).
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 Contents: Location of Soyland farms. References. 
Thoughts (about life and success). Introduction. Soybean 
facts (“The soybean has long reigned as a miracle crop in 
Eastern Asia countries...”): Soybeans–became our specialty 
(“We started with soys in 1903, in a small way, by testing 
out several varieties.”), Midwest soybeans (This variety 
was previously known as Indiana Hollybrook, Mongol, and 
Medium Early Yellow. The shattering of the 1922 crop of 
Midwests was very unusual, and must have been due to the 
great heat of August), Ito-Sans, Manchu soybean. Growing 
soybeans: Planting, cultivating soybeans, corn and bean 
combination, planting corn and beans. Utilizing the soybean 
crop: As a green manuring crop, for hay, pasturing soybeans. 
Seed production: Introduction (harvesting), threshing, corn 
and bean silage, putting corn and beans on the hoof, those 
beans in the corn, converting corn and beans into mutton, 
soybeans–soil builders, soil inoculation, Soyland inoculation. 
Certifi ed seed (certifi ed by the Indiana Corn Growers’ 
Assoc.–99.5% purity): Seasonal mottling of soybeans, 
uncertifi ed seed beans. Other Soyland seeds: Michikoff 
seed wheat, Victory oats, Calico seed corn, clover seeds. 
Remember. Our guarantee. About ordering: Prices subject to 
change, kindly use order blank. Soyland Seeds bag tag.

 Photos show: (1) A collage of three–Noah, Finis and 
Taylor Fouts. A line of farmers standing in front of Soyland 
barn on Soybean Day–3 Sept. 1920. Two people standing 
in a fi eld of soybeans with a barn and farmhouses in the 
background. (2) One person standing in a huge fi eld of 
soybeans. (3) Corn and soybeans growing in the same 

fi eld. (4) Piles of soybean hay in a fi eld at Soyland. (5) Pigs 
“hogging down” corn and soybeans. (6) Sheep feeding in a 
fi eld of corn and soybeans. Four uprooted soybean plants, 
showing the bare root nodules.

  (7) Two farmers driving two teams of three horses each 
at Soyland. The fi rst is harvesting soybeans, the second is 
drilling wheat. (8) Two teams of horses in a soybean fi eld. 

 (9) A canoe and ducks on a pond at Noah’s house. (10) A 
man examining soybeans in a large fi eld. 
  (11) The home of Finis E. Fouts.
  (12) The home and farm of Noah Fouts (see next page)
  (13) The home and yard of Taylor Fouts (see next 
page), partly obscured by large trees to the left and right.
 (14) On the rear cover is an outline map of the state of 
Indiana, with a star showing the location of Soyland, at 41º 
north latitude. The text at the top of the page reads: “Soyland 
Seeds are the kind you need in your practical farm rotation. 
Corn–soybeans–wheat–clovers.” Inside the outline map (in 
a circular logo) we read: “Soyland. Fouts Bros. Camden, 
Ind. Certifi ed Farm Seed.” Below that: “Soyland seeds are 
selected right, grown right, cleaned right, priced right, by 
Fouts Bros.” And below the map: “The logical location for 
the production of vigorous northern grown seeds.”
 Location: Soyland is in the northern portion of Indiana, 
about 73 miles from the Indiana-Michigan state line, at 
40.7º north latitude. “Our farms are near the village of 
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Deer Creek, in eastern Carroll County, ten miles south of 
Logansport, on the Michigan pike, and eight miles east of 
Camden. Camden, Indiana, is our regular shipping point. 
Being on the Pennsylvania railroad, we get prompt service 
daily... Long distance Bell Telephone connections at Camden 
Indiana. Telegraph service at Camden, but local telephones 
on Deer Creek Co-Operative Telephone Company. Visitors 
are welcome to inspect our farms and crops at any time, 
except Sundays. We will appreciate your acquaintance and 
try to make your visit pleasant and helpful. We always try to 
keep in close touch with scientifi c facts as brought out by the 
Experiment Stations of the Corn Belt. It is our aim to apply 
these instructions to our farm operations.”
 “Seasonal mottling of soybeans: Heretofore the 
mottling of yellow soybeans was thought to be evidence 
of a cross or hybridization with some darker variety, hence 
the impurity. The general mottling of the [variety] Midwest 
in 1922 was the subject of much discussion, and collection 
of experience. There seems to be conclusive evidence that 
it is not an impurity–for with our purest developed strains, 
some sections of a fi eld have shown mottling–whether it is a 
weather, or a soil or a moisture factor during some growing 
stage of the crop, or some genetic reversion, we cannot 
explain. This is a subject for careful experimental work by 
the experts.”
 “Introduction: We are farmers, living upon, and 
managing our own farms.”
 Note 1. This is the earliest (and only) document seen 

(Sept. 2004) which states that Medium Early Yellow is 
a synonym for Midwest. It is also the earliest of many 
documents seen stating that Indiana Hollybrook is a 
synonym for Midwest.
 Note 2. This is the earliest document seen (July 2007) 
that uses the word “miracle” (or “miracles” or “miraculous”) 
or the term “miracle crop” in connection with soybeans. 
Address: Camden, Indiana.

70. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1925. Rotary 
Club to celebrate Farmers day: Fouts brothers “Soybean 
Kings” of state to be honor guests at Monday’s session. Aug. 
7. p. 1.
• Summary: “Farmers day is to be observed at the noonday 
luncheon of the Logansport Rotary club in the Elks’ cafe 
Monday, August 10th. The Fouts brothers–Noah, Finis and 
Taylor, ‘Soybean Kings’ of the state, are to be special guests 
of the club. Each Rotarian is urged to bring with him one or 
two farmers as special guests.
 “Soybean Culture” will be the topic of discussion by 
these three brother farmers at the after luncheon session. The 
Fouts brothers are residents of Cass and Carroll county. The 
farm of Finis Fouts ‘Greenslope’ is located ten miles south 
of Logansport on the Kokomo road. The farm of Taylor, 
‘Soyland,’ is in Carroll county, one half-mile south of Deer 
Creek on the state road No. 15. Across the highway from 
Soyland is the ‘Deer Creek View Farm,’ the home of Noah 
Fouts. The latter farm home is one of the most beautiful 
along the state road. An artifi cial lake, a well shaded green 
slope front yard adds much to the attractiveness of the 
modern and well preserved farm buildings.
 “Production on each of the three places has been raised 
to a very high standard through the scientifi c methods of 
agriculture as practiced by this trio of farmers. Soybeans 
have played the greatest part in this, they state emphatically.
 “Hundreds of farmers visit the Fouts farms each year to 
see how they carry out farming plans. Purdue very frequently 
holds demonstrations along feeding and crop production 
lines on these farms at which occasions; agriculturists from 
over the state gather in large numbers. The state university 
points with pride to the Fouts brothers for the benefi cial co-
operation received from them. These farmers carry out in 
fact what the university proves in theory.
 “In addition to the farming activities of the three they 
have a well organized seed distributing system, owning a 
warehouse at Camden from which they distribute seed at 
fancy prices. Practically all of this seed, principally soybean, 
corn, oats and wheat are produced on the Fouts farms or 
under their direct supervision on neighboring land.”
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2012) 
which states that “Soyland” was the name of Taylor Fouts’ 
farm, and not the name of a farm owned by all three Fouts 
brothers. According to the Logansport Daily Tribute 
“Greenslope” was the name of Finis Fouts’ farm as early as 
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29 March 1919,

71. Fouts, Taylor. 1925. Putting soybeans on the hoof. 
Proceedings of the American Soybean Association 1:123-26. 
Sixth annual fi eld meeting. Held 1-3 Sept. at Washington, 
DC.
• Summary: “The soybean may be utilized in many ways. 
Our fi rst experience with this new crop trained us to look 
to the seed outlet as the most profi table and simple in 
operation... but now other ways of using the crop are being 
advocated. Oil mills are using large quantities of seed and 
after the oil is extracted, the oil meal enters into a multitude 
of feed rations for livestock and fl our for human food. 
These products are destined to become more important and 
necessary as factors in the soybean industry.” The soybean 
crop can also be used for soil improvement and as a source 
of protein to balance the livestock rations.
 “On Soyland Farms, we have specialized in the 
production of high class seed of the most promising varieties. 
We have also made extensive use of some part of the crop for 
hay and the corn-soybean combination for hogs and lambs 
and the straw and seed screenings for winter rations. This 
farm utilization is becoming more attractive each year and 
will eventually become our major outlet... We believe that 
it is more practical to grow protein than spend hard cash for 
it. Grow it, have it, eat it, and the farm still retains it. The 
theory of purchasing high-protein feeds to balance the corn 
ration is often an illusion, easy to pass up when the time 
comes. Soybeans are proving very effi cient as a supplement 
to corn for cattle, hogs, lambs, and the dairy–as the various 
experiment stations are demonstrating.
 “The corn-soybean combination as a fi eld crop affords 
an ideal ration for western lambs. For many years we have 
brought Idaho lambs about September 1 and turned them 
into these fi elds to browse the soybean leaves and pods and 
nibble the ripening ears of corn. It is a progressive cafeteria 
method, comparatively safe in practice, and results in 
vigorous, fat lambs.”
 “The corn-soybean combination is a very effi cient farm 
produced ration for our hogs. Nothing is more ideal for fall 
fattening in the fi eld. When minerals are added freely, it is a 
big self-feeder set at the opportune time for economic gains 
and practical returns. This combination produces 150 pounds 
or more gain to the acre than a ration of corn alone, and is 
a successful competitor of tankage as a supplement to corn. 
Grazing the fi elds late in fall and winter with brood sows and 
shotes is an excellent practice and soil improvement is sure 
to result. Hogs of all sizes feed greedily upon soybean hay 
throughout the winter months and it is an economical method 
of furnishing a protein supplement with exercise involved to 
advantage.
 “Properly made soybean hay is a successful rival of 
alfalfa in the dairy ration. All farm animals greatly relish 
soybean hay and it is economically produced.”

 “To those of us who have adopted soybeans into our 
system of farming and livestock feeding, we can imagine it 
speaks a various language. In our leisure hours as we walk 
through the fi elds of our verdant growth, our musings will 
likely be:
 “Oh, Soybeans, Soybeans, you’re like a musical band
 “To the farmer who’s tuned for the best on his land.
 “Microbic composers on the millionth wave-length
 “Sing love to the rootlets as they’re reveling in strength.
 The chlorophyll hums in the rays of old Sol
 “And frosts, rains, and winds form a medley for soys.
 “The pop o’ the pods is jazz to the pig,
 “Puts pep in the porkers–they grunt and grow big.
 “The rustle o’ leaves to the lamb is sublime,
 “He waltzes to market in zest and on time.
 “The harvest of hay, pasture, and seed
 “Give enchantment to tune and thrill to the chime.
 “The kiddies they hop to the jingle o’ coin
 “That daddy rakes in while your music’s a goin’.
 “Oh, Soybeans, Soybeans, you’re a symphony grand
 “To the farmer who’s tuned for the best on his land.”
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2012) that 
contains the lyrics to this song, by Taylor Fouts. It was later 
published elsewhere. Address: Camden, Indiana.

72. Meharry, Charles L. 1925. First annual fi eld meeting: 
Camden, Indiana–September 1 [sic. September 3], 1920. 
Proceedings of the American Soybean Association 1:39-42.
• Summary: “Under the auspices of the Indiana Experiment 
Station and with the support of the Crops Extension 
Department and the cooperation of the Farm Bureau of the 
Corn Belt states, a Corn Belt Soybean Conference was held 
at the Soyland Farms of the Fouts Brothers, pioneer soybean 
growers, near Camden, Indiana, Friday, September 3, 1920.
 “Wide publicity by the Agricultural Extension Service 
through circular letters and the agricultural press brought 
together more than a thousand people from Ohio, Illinois, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Kentucky, Indiana, and the United 
States Department of Agriculture.
 “The forenoon was spent in getting acquainted and in 
inspection of soybean fi elds, corn and beans, and hogs and 
lambs in the fi elds. Seed fi elds of the Indiana Hollybrook 
and Mongol varieties, methods of planting, cultivation and 
inoculation were discussed under the leadership of County 
Agent A.L. Hodgston and W.A. Ostrander of the Indiana 
Crops Extension Service. Fields of corn and soybeans 
were visited where western lambs were harvesting the crop 
and also where hogs were pasturing corn and beans. An 
automobile tour was made over the Soyland Farms, where 
150 acres of seed beans and 200 acres of the corn-soybean 
combination were growing. Several large fi elds grown for 
seed and for hay in the immediate neighborhood were also 
visited.
 “An excellent cafeteria lunch was served at noon by 
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the Presbyterian Ladies’ Aid Society. Soybean dishes, such 
as baked soybean salad and roasted, salted soybeans were 
served.
 “The meeting was called to order after lunch by W.A. 
Ostrander, of the Purdue Soils and Crops Department, who 
was chosen Chairman of the Conference by unanimous 
consent. Mr. Ostrander gave an interesting review of soybean 
demonstration work throughout Indiana and similar work 
developed in adjoining states.
 “A quartette of local soybean growers sang a very 
appropriately worded song: “Growing Soybeans to Get 
Along.”
 “Dr. G.I. Christie addressed the growers, giving 
numerous facts and reasons for the need of improving farm 
rotations by the more extensive use of legumes. He stated 
that about 200,000 acres of soybeans were being grown in 
Indiana and emphasized the practice of hogging and lambing 
off corn and soybeans to reduce production costs and 
improve soil fertility.
 “Prof. W.E. Hangar of Ohio State University told of the 
increasing popularity of the soybean in Ohio and estimated 
that more than 15,000 acres were being grown in 1920. 
Dr. W.L. Burlison of the University of Illinois commented 
on the status of soybean growing in Illinois. Data were 
presented showing the relative yields of soybeans and corn in 
combination.
 “Prof. George Briggs of the Wisconsin Extension 
Service told of the value of the soybean in Wisconsin, 
especially the dairy sections where soybeans were producing 
‘two squirts of milk where one squirt dribbled out before.’
 “Prof. C.R. Megee of the Michigan Agricultural College 
talked on the use of soybeans as a forage crop for Michigan 
farmers.
 “Mr. I.J. Matthews, County Agent of Pulaski County, 
Indiana, presented very interesting data on the cost of 
production of soybeans on a series of farms under his 
supervision. Mr. W.J. Morse, in Charge of Soybean 
Investigations, United States Department of Agriculture, 
gave a review of the soybean throughout the United States, 
elaborating on the breeding and developing of new varieties 
carried on at the Arlington Experimental Farm, Virginia.
 “Short talks were given by prominent soybean growers, 
W.E. Riegel of Tolono, Illinois; C.B. Newton, Bowling 
Green, Ohio; E.F. Johnson of Stryker, Ohio, and Guy 
McKinnis of Camby, Indiana.
 “After discussion, the growers were of the opinion that 
a defi nite organization seemed necessary for the soybean 
industry, and the name, ‘The National Soybean Growers’ 
Association’ was agreed upon. A motion was presented and 
carried that a business session and program be held during 
the coming International Hay and Grain Show in Chicago. A 
motion was made and carried that a National Soybean Field 
Day be arranged for the fall of 1921.”
 A photo (p. 41) shows “The First Annual Meeting of 

the Association at the Soyland Farms, Camden, Indiana, 
Sept. 1920.” The three Fouts brothers, Taylor, Finis, and 
Noah (from left to right, each wearing a hat, coat, and tie) 
are standing in front of a barn on which is written “Soyland–
Taylor Fouts.” Between the three brothers and the barn, 
many farmers are standing in line. Address: Acting secretary.

73. Meharry, Charles L. 1925. Second annual fi eld meeting: 
Illinois–September 1, 1921. Proceedings of the American 
Soybean Association 1:42-46.
• Summary: “The Second Annual Field Meeting of the 
National Soybean Growers’ Association was held on 1 Sept. 
at the University of Illinois and at the A.P. Meharry Farm 
near Tolono, Illinois, the University of Illinois Extension 
Service, the Champaign County Soybean Growers’ 
Association cooperating in arranging and conducting the 
program. The Champaign County Soybean Association and 
the Champaign County Farm Bureau furnished transportation 
and lunch was served by the Crittenden Unit of the 
Champaign County Farm Bureau.
 “More than 1,600 people representing 35 counties in 
Illinois, 9 counties in Indiana, 3 counties in Kentucky, one 
county each in Missouri, Ohio and Wisconsin and the United 
States Department of Agriculture assembled at the South 
Farm of the University of Illinois, where representatives of 
the Extension Department explained the various soybean 
experiments, and the use and place of soybeans in rotations 
for Corn Belt conditions. Field plot tests of varieties suitable 
for different uses, soil types and latitude were inspected and 
the characters and behavior of each variety discussed. A 
special feature of variety demonstration was a test of sixteen 
varieties secured from each of ten different states... Visitors 
were then shown the work of Dr. Woodworth and others 
who are developing new varieties through selection and 
breeding. Dr. Woodworth discussed quite fully the principles 
of breeding and their application to natural and artifi cial 
crossing.”
 “At 10:30 the visitors started in automobiles for the 
A.P. Meharry Farm near Tolono... After arrival at the farm, 
several hay varieties, Illinois 13-19 (Ilsoy), Virginia, Mongol 
(Mid-west [Midwest]) and others were inspected. Several 
large fi elds of the Manchu, A.K., and Mongol (Midwest) for 
seed production were viewed.”
 “At noon a cafeteria lunch was served in the grove. In 
addition to the regular lunch, the A.P. Meharry Farm served 
a number of soybean dishes, including baked soybeans, 
soybean coffee, soybean milk, and soy sauce. An exhibit 
of soybean products consisting of soybean oil, soybean 
oil meal and fl our, various paints and varnishes, soaps and 
photographs of various operations in the soybean fi eld was 
furnished by County Agent C.H. Oathout.
 “After luncheon President Riegel called the meeting 
to order, and Professor J.C. Hackleman, Illinois Extension 
Specialist in Farm Crops, presided.
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 “Mr. Charles L. Meharry welcomed the visitors to 
the A.P. Meharry Farm and spoke briefl y of the place and 
importance of soybeans on the Meharry Farms.
 Mr. Henry J. Waters, former President of the Kansas 
State Agricultural College, addressed the growers on the 
economic distress of the times and the economic situation at 
the close of the World War.
 Professor E.J. Kinney, of the Kentucky Experiment 
Station, told briefl y of the soybean in Kentucky... 
For Kentucky conditions the Mammoth Yellow was 
recommended for forage and the Haberlandt for seed.
 “Mr. Charles Caldwell, soybean grower of Kentucky, 
told briefl y of ten years’ experience with soybeans.”
 “Mr. Taylor Fouts, soybean grower of Indiana, stated 
that he had been growing soybeans for a great many years, 
and emphasized their value as a soil-building leguminous 
crop on poor soils, especially where clover fails. He 
suggested that while corn is King of the midwest crops, the 
soybean would be known as the Queen, when we realize the 
wonderful possibilities and many uses of the crop.
 Note: This is the earliest English-language document 
seen (July 2007) that uses the word “Queen” to refer to the 
soybean.
 “Mr. C.E. Carter, of the Missouri Experiment Station, 
reported on the soybean situation in Missouri... The Morse 
and Medium Yellow (Midwest) are regarded as the best seed 
varieties and Wilson and Virginia as the best forage sorts.
 “Professor George M. Briggs, of the Wisconsin 
Experiment Station, praised the performance of soybeans in 
his state.”
 “Mr. W.J. Morse, of the United States Department of 
Agriculture, gave a general review of the soybean situation 
in the United States. He stated that the interest in soybeans 
has increased very rapidly during the past few years, not only 
in the Middle West, but also on the Pacifi c Coast, in New 
England and throughout the Northern and Southern States.”
 “Mr. O.L. Cunningham, Kentucky, reported that 
soybeans were so generally grown and favored in Fulton 
County that soybean demonstrations were not essential. Of 
the 20,000 acres of corn, at least 16,000 acres were said to 
be planted with soybeans. The Mammoth Yellow variety was 
grown with late corn and the Haberlandt with early corn for 
pasturage. In Fulton County the corn is cut off and the hogs 
allowed to pasture the soybeans.
 “Mr. C.B. Newton, Ohio, reported on soybeans growing 
in Ohio.”
 “Mr. W.E. Riegel, manager of the A.P. Meharry Farm, 
in a brief talk, stated that there was a place for soybeans on 
every farm to produce whatever amount of feed could be fed 
upon the farm, and that farmers should produce their protein 
feed instead of buying tankage, cottonseed meal and other 
high-priced feeds. It was also thought that soybeans should 
be developed as a human food in the United States as already 
had been done in the Orient.”

 “Chairman Hackleman emphasized his belief that the 
farmer should think of the soybean crop as a feed, forage, 
and pasture crop, and as a legume to enrich the soil. He made 
the point very emphatically that farmers should not depend 
on growing the soybean crop for seed alone, and more 
converts are needed to soybeans for their value on the farm. 
When the farmers get this attitude towards the crop, the seed 
crop will take care of itself.
 “A demonstration of threshing soybeans followed the 
program of speakers. Several loads of unhulled beans of 
the 1920 crop were threshed to demonstrate that the proper 
adjustment of an ordinary grain separator is all that is 
necessary to successfully thresh beans. The growers were 
shown the necessary adjustments and attachments in the way 
of different sized pulleys which reduced the cylinder speed 
without reducing the speed of the remainder of the thresher.
 “The growers and guests after a unanimous vote of 
thanks to the hosts of the A.P. Meharry Farms departed about 
sundown.”
 Four small photos (p. 41) show “The Second Annual 
Field Meeting of the Association at the A.P. Meharry Farm 
near Tolono, Illinois, September 1, 1921.” (1) Men standing 
in a fi eld with silos and barns in the background. (2) People 
and children standing around luncheon tables covered with 
white table cloths. (3) Many men seated on the ground under 
trees, wearing white dress shirts (some wearing straw hats) 
and listening to a speaker. (4) Men standing around talking 
under trees. Address: Acting secretary.

74. Meharry, Charles L. 1925. Sixth annual fi eld meeting: 
Washington, D.C.–September 1, 2 and 3, 1925. Proceedings 
of the American Soybean Association 1:52-54.
• Summary: “Soybean growers, representing eighteen 
states and Canada, convened at the Arlington Experimental 
Farm, Virginia, September 1, 1925, for their Sixth Annual 
Field Meeting.” The “growers were welcomed to Arlington 
Experimental Farm by Dr. W.A. Taylor, Chief of the Bureau 
of Plant Industry.” There followed two papers presented by 
Dr. C.V. Piper and Mr. E.C. Butterfi eld. After the meeting 
was adjourned for lunch, “the visitors had an opportunity of 
inspecting an extensive exhibit of soybean products, showing 
the numerous soybean products from the Orient and those 
manufactured in the United States. Charts were displayed 
illustrating the value of the soybean and its various products 
and enlarged pictures showed the manufacture of products in 
China and Japan, and the various ways in which the soybean 
is grown and harvested in the United States.”
 “After lunch, the growers were taken to the fi elds to 
inspect the variety tests, new introductions, inoculation plots, 
time of planting tests, breeding work and method of culture 
plots. Demonstrations were given of the various methods 
commonly used in the culture of the soybean.”
 “The evening meeting was called to order at 7:30 in the 
auditorium of the New National Museum...” The program 
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included three motion pictures and seven papers. The 
second motion picture is titled “Four men and the soybean.” 
The other two are “Uncle Sam, World Champion Farmer” 
and “Sheep in Psalm and Sage.” Note: This is the earliest 
document seen (Nov. 2004) that mentions a motion picture 
about soybeans. Nothing is known about this movie except 
the title.
 “On the second day, September 2, the growers 
assembled on Union Farm, near Mount Vernon, Virginia. 
This farm was originally part of George Washington’s 
estate and played an important part in the early agricultural 
development of this country. It was on this farm that 
Washington carried on his experiments in soil improvement 
and practical methods of farming far in advance of his 
time. Union Farm is now owned by Mr. Harvey S. Clapp, 
a prominent breeder and grower of soybeans. The growers 
inspected Mr. Clapp’s extensive variety, inoculation, and 
breeding plots, and fi elds of different varieties for seed 
production.”
 Five papers were then presented: Welcome to Virginia, 
by T.B. Hutcheson, Virginia. Soybeans in the Eastern states, 
by Nicholas Schmitz, Pennsylvania. Fertilizers for soybeans, 
by G.L. Schuster, Delaware. Relation between the grower 
and the oil mill, by F.A. Wand, Illinois. Seed frauds in 
soybean varieties, by R.W. Hamilton, South Carolina.
 “The after noon was devoted to demonstrations of 
fi eld machinery used by Mr. Clapp in the culture and 
harvest of the soybean. The broadcast soybean harvester, an 
invention of Mr. Clapp’s proved an interesting feature of the 
demonstration. About 3:00 p.m. the growers adjourned to 
visit Mount Vernon, the home of George Washington.
 On the third day, September 3, the growers met at the 
Maryland Experiment Station, College Park, Maryland. Dr. 
A.F. Woods, President of the Maryland State University, 
welcomed the visitors to Maryland.”
 Six papers were then presented: Community growing, 
handling and sale of soybean seed, by J.T. Smith, Illinois. 
Soybeans in Georgia, by W.J. Davis, Georgia. Soybeans in 
the Mississippi Delta, by W.E. Ayres, Mississippi. Small 
grains after soybeans, by W.E. Riegel, Illinois. Putting 
soybeans on the hoof, by Taylor Fouts, Indiana. The soybean 
mottling problem, J.B. Park, Ohio.
 Long summaries of the welcome address by W.A. 
Taylor, and of the many papers presented are given on pages 
54-129. Address: Secretary.

75. Morse, W.J. 1925. History of the American Soybean 
Association. Proceedings of the American Soybean 
Association 1:9-11. Sixth annual fi eld meeting. Held 1-3 
Sept. at Washington, DC.
• Summary: The best early history of the association. 
“Introduced into the United States, as early as 1804, the 
soybean has met the diffi culties with which a new crop has 
to contend in order to become part of an established farming 

system... About 1900, soybeans were beginning to attract 
more attention through the efforts of the United States 
Department of Agriculture, state experiment stations and a 
number of hopeful growers. Several varieties rather limited 
as to adaptation, as the Ogemaw, Ito San, Early Brown, U.S. 
No. 9414 (Ebony), No. 13399 (Midwest) and Mammoth 
Yellow were being grown at that time in a small way. By 
the dissemination of seed, and literature on cultural methods 
and utilization, the early growers enlisted new friends in 
increasing numbers for the crop. It became possible to 
interest counties in Soybean Days as early as 1910 and by 
1912 in many sections of the Corn Belt states, through the 
efforts of growers and extension crops men of the state 
colleges, Soybean Days were becoming quite common.
 “The meetings offered interesting programs and 
were generally well attended and the increasing number 
of soybean enthusiasts began expressing a desire for a 
representative organization worthy of the coming industry. 
By 1920, the possibilities of the soybean industry had 
become so well recognized through County and State 
Soybean Days that it seemed an opportune time to perfect 
such an organization. Experiment station workers and 
growers of the Corn Belt states responded freely to the idea.
 “Under the auspices of Indiana Experiment Station 
Extension Service and the county agents of Indiana the 
fi rst Soybean Day of a national character was celebrated 
September 3, 1920 on the Soyland Farms of the Fouts 
Brothers, Carroll County, Indiana, and was known as ‘The 
First Corn Belt Soybean Field Day.’ More than a thousand 
were in attendance at this fi rst meeting, representing 
growers and experiment station men from six states and 
representatives from the United States Department of 
Agriculture.
 Following the program the growers agreed that a 
defi nite organization seemed necessary and the name ‘The 
National Soybean Growers’ Association’ was agreed upon. 
A motion was presented and carried that a business session 
and program be held during the coming International Hay 
and Grain Show in Chicago. A motion was also carried that a 
National Soybean Field Day be arranged for the fall of 1921.
 “The second fi eld meeting was held in Illinois in 1921 
at the Illinois College of Agriculture and the Meharry Farm 
near Tolono. The third meeting was conducted in 1922 at 
Columbia, Missouri.” The 1923 meeting was at Madison, 
Wisconsin, the 1924 one at Ames, Iowa, and the 1925 one at 
Washington, DC. At this latter meeting, “eighteen states and 
Canada were represented by growers, seedsmen, experiment 
station men, and others interested in the industrial uses of the 
soybean and its products.
 “The organization founded in 1920 had performed 
the pioneer work and had been of incalculable service to 
the soybean industry in the United States, but by 1924 the 
leaders of the movement became aware of the enormous 
possibilities of a more highly organized association. The 
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original organization required no dues, hence there were no 
funds to further the interests of the movement nor to take 
care of current obligations. Up to this period the little band 
represented the enthusiastic expression of interest on the 
part of experiment stations, colleges and several prominent 
soybean growers in an exceedingly promising experiment. 
The period of experiment was quite over, the soybean was 
beginning to receive the recognition it deserved, the time 
had come for a defi nite organization with defi nite aims and a 
clear cut policy.
 “Accordingly the request was made that a committee be 
appointed and instructed to meet and draw up a constitution 
and by-laws to present at the annual business meeting to be 
held in Chicago, December 1, 1925. Four members of this 
committee, C.L. Meharry (Indiana), J.T. Smith (Illinois), 
Taylor Fouts (Indiana), and W.E. Ayres (Mississippi) 
prepared a tentative constitution and by-laws which was 
presented to and adopted by the Association at the 1925 
winter meeting. The name was changed to ‘American 
Soybean Association,’ and the object of the Association was 
set forth in the constitution which may be found on page 15.
 “The American Soybean Association met as a defi nite 
organization for the fi rst time in the Mississippi Delta in 
1926 where four days of meetings were thoroughly enjoyed 
by members. The 1927 meeting was held in eastern North 
Carolina, one of the oldest soybean producing sections in the 
country.”
 “With an increasing membership, a defi nite organization, 
and available funds [from $1 per year membership dues] the 
Association is now able to be of more value in presenting 
to the members through its annual reports the best available 
information relating to the practical and scientifi c phases of 
the soybean industry.”
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2012) 
which mentions that ‘The National Soybean Growers’ 
Association’ was formed at this meeting in Sept. 1920 in 
Indiana. Address: USDA, Washington, DC.

76. Meharry, Charles L. 1925. Sixth annual business 
meeting: Chicago, Illinois–1925. Proceedings of the 
American Soybean Association 1:25-29.
• Summary: “The National Soybean Association met at 
10:15 o’clock in the morning of December 1, 1925, in 
the Record Building, Union Stock Yards. President W.J. 
Morse was unable to be present and Vice-President J.L. 
Robinson presided. He reported to the meeting that it had 
been Mr. Morse’s plan that as much time as necessary be 
given to the consideration of a constitution and by-laws for 
the organization and, therefore, no program as in previous 
meetings had been prepared.”
 “Mr. I.C. Bradley, in charge of the soybean oil mill of 
the Funk Seed Company, was called upon to talk on the 
soybean industry.”
 Mr. F.A. Wand, of the soybean department of the Staley 

Corn Products Company, discussed the price of soybeans as 
related to the extension of the soybean oil crushing industry. 
It was pointed out that the price to be paid by the oil mills 
was strictly limited by the price of their products. The color 
of soybean seed as related to the crushing industry was 
discussed and it was insisted that the manufacturers preferred 
a light-colored bean, preferably yellow. Mr. Wand stated 
that his company was not pushing the sale of soybean oil 
meal but was trying to develop a demand for soybean fl our 
for human consumption. This would bring a much higher 
price for the product and, therefore, permit the manufacturer 
to pay a higher price to the bean producer. He reported that 
the company had developed two new soybean products, 
namely: a core oil and a core binder which are used in the 
manufacture of iron and steel castings.”
 “Mr. C.W. Tabaka, Mr. W.E. Riegel and Mr. J.T. Smith 
of Illinois, spoke of their experiences in the use of the 
harvester-thresher combine. Mr. Tabaka reported there was 
very little waste and not nearly so much damage to the crop 
when this method of harvesting was used. A yield of forty-
nine bushels to the acre was obtained on one of his fi elds 
of soybeans. Mr. Riegel reported threshing soybeans with 
the combine which showed 14.4 percent moisture. On the 
same day a neighbor using an ordinary grain separator had 
threshed beans which had been bound with a grain binder 
and shocked in the manner customary in Champaign County, 
Illinois, and these beans showed a moisture of 24.6 percent. 
The difference of more than 10 percent would probably 
make a very great difference in the way the seed of these 
two crops would keep in the bin. Mr. Riegel reported a very 
great saving of labor with the combine over the old methods 
of harvesting and threshing. Mr. Smith stated that he had 
successfully harvested soybeans, oats, wheat, clover, and 
timothy seed with the combine.”
 “The members in attendance were urged to join the 
new Association which is to be known as The American 
Soybean Association, and to pay their dues immediately 
in order to have a fund with which to publish a report of 
the Washington, D.C., meeting. The following persons 
were enrolled as members of the new Association: Walter 
Godchaux, G.M. Briggs, Taylor Fouts, W.E. Riegel, J.T. 
Smith, A.G. Obrecht, C.W. Tabaka, I.C. Bradley, W.E. Ayres, 
W. Ostrander, J. Miller, J.L. Robinson, and C.L. Meharry.
 The meeting adjourned about 12:00 noon.
 At a meeting of the Board of Directors, held after the 
adjournment of the regular meeting, Mr. W.J. Morse was 
appointed to edit the publications of the Association.
 Note: The name “American Soybean Association” was 
fi rst used offi cially at this meeting on 1 December 1925. 
Address: Secretary, National Soybean Assoc.

77. Meharry, Charles L. 1926. Seventh annual business 
meeting. Chicago, Illinois–1926. Proceedings of the 
American Soybean Association 1:29-34.



FOUTS FAMILY OF INDIANA    48

© Copyright Soyinfo Center 2012

• Summary: The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m., 
November 30, 1926, by President W.E. Ayres. Members who 
were present outlined soybean experiments being conducted 
in the various states: Prof. G.M. Briggs of Wisconsin; Prof. 
John Buchanan of Guelph, Ontario, Canada; Mr. Munn 
and Mr. E.A. Hollowell of Illinois; Mr. M.O. Pence and 
Prof. K.E. Beeson of Indiana; Mr. E.S. Dyas of Iowa; Mr. 
E.L. Utterback of Missouri; President W.E. Ayres of the 
Mississippi Delta Experiment Station.
 Prof. Buchanan noted that the province of Ontario 
extends as far south as the 42nd parallel. “It is therefore, 
quite possible to grow soybeans in Ontario. The Guelph 
Station has conducted extensive variety tests and one new 
variety, a selection from Habaro, was developed by this 
station. Experiments on time and methods of planting and 
cultivation are in progress. In 1926 about one thousand 
acres of soybeans were grown in Ontario, used principally 
as a substitute hay crop. The corn borer is rapidly forcing 
soybeans and other substitute crops to the attention of the 
farmers.”
 “Professor Beeson stated that soybeans are still 
considered by most Indiana farmers as a substitute crop 
and from 250,000 to 300,000 acres of soybeans are being 
grown in Indiana. Of this acreage from 10 to 12 percent 
are harvested for seed, about 25 percent for hay and the 
remainder grown in corn and for soil improvement. There is 
a marked tendency in Indiana to substitute soybeans for oats 
in the rotation. Professor Beeson reported that in harvesting 
demonstrations very satisfactory work had been done with 
the combine and that several Indiana growers have purchased 
combines. The new Dunfi eld variety was mentioned as 
giving the highest seed yield at the Indiana Station.”
 Three men spoke enthusiastically about the use of the 
“combine harvester-thresher” for soybeans: Mr. Taylor 
Fouts of Indiana, Mr. C.W. Tabaka of Illinois, and Mr. F.R. 
Shultz of the Case Company, Peoria, Illinois. Mr. Fouts 
noted: “If the European corn borer forces a reduction in corn 
acreage, soybeans are much more likely to become a useful 
substitute crop, because combine harvesting will simplify the 
greatest obstacle to soybean culture, that is, the diffi culty of 
harvesting and threshing.”
 “It was moved, seconded, and carried that on and after 
November 30, 1926, the membership dues be fi xed at one 
dollar per year.”
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2012) 
that mentions a combine in connection with Taylor Fouts 
(or any other Fouts brother) of Indiana. Address: Secretary-
Treasurer, American Soybean Assoc.

78. Christie, G.I. ed. 1926. Offi cers of the Indiana Corn 
Growers’ Association. Indiana Corn Growers’ Association, 
Annual Report 26:4.
• Summary: Under Committees: Members of the “Soy bean 
Committee” are:

 Chas. Meharry, Attica.
 K.E. Beeson, Lafayette.
 Walter Sturdevant, Noblesville.
 Fred McKee, Kentland.
 J.B. Edmondson, Clayton.
 Note: Taylor Fouts of Camden is on the “Limestone 
Committee.” Address: Secretary.

79. Prairie Farmer (Indiana Edition). 1927. Ten Indiana 
Master Farmers honored: Prairie Farmer awards gold medals 
to outstanding farmers. 99(3):5-6. Jan. 15.
• Summary: On Friday evening, January 14, Prairie Farmer’s 
fi rst annual Master Farmer banquet was held at the Fowler 
Hotel in Lafayette, Indiana. Ten “outstanding Indiana 
farmers were added to the list of Master Farmers.” In its 
issue of 20 June 1925, Prairie Farmer announced its plan 
to give this recognition to men “who had made a notable 
success as farmers and as citizens.” The world is all too slow 
in recognizing the achievements of farmers. Last year Prairie 
Farmer honored its fi rst two Master Farmers at a very 
inspirational dinner. The awards are made on the basis of a 
special score card which covers fi ve main points: operation 
of the farm, business methods, general farm appearance and 
upkeep, home life, and citizenship. Many boys and young 
men now aspire to win this honor.
 “Following as a brief statement about each of the 1926 
Indiana Master Farmers. A full page story about each of 
them will be printed during the winter.” The ten are R.A. 
Simpson, Chas. M. Trowbridge, Lewis L. White, John M. 
Wissing, Jos. W. Yundt, Taylor Fouts, Harry C. Hathway, 
James N. Rhode, William Hagen, and J.O. Newman. Small 
photos show seven of these men, including Taylor Fouts, of 
Carroll County, who lives on the old Fouts Homestead. He 
farms 320 acres, having added 160 acres to the old home 
farm in recent years. He raises and sells about 1,800 western 
lambs each year; about 600 at a time are on feed, on pasture 
in the corn, or in the feed lots. His average yield of corn is 
about 60 bu/acre and of wheat about 30 bu/acre. “Soybeans 
are an important crop. His home is beautifully located, and 
while of old construction has been remodeled and is modern 
throughout. A wonderful fl owing well supplies running 
water for all purposes of the home and farm.” Taylor is the 
township trustee and very active in community affairs. He 
is also a member of the farm bureau, having served in most 
of its various capacities. He regularly attends church, where 
he is an elder and a teacher in the Sunday school. “His wife 
and three children share with him the joys and sorrows of 
a beautiful family life in a peculiarly beautiful part of the 
Hoosier state.”
 Note: Talk with Sally of Prairie Farmer editorial Dept. 
Prairie Farmer is still being published and each year the 
magazine still names four Master Farmers.

80. Page, Arthur C. 1927. A new day for Indiana agriculture: 
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Master Farmer banquet at La Fayette is inspiring event. 
Prairie Farmer (Indiana Edition) 99(4):13, 19. Jan. 22.
• Summary: Dr. George I. Christie of Purdue University gave 
the concluding address on the evening of Jan. 14, 1927, at La 
Fayette, Indiana. Much of his inspiring speech is quoted. He 
said that this evening marked the beginning of a new epoch 
for agriculture in Indiana. He knew and admired each of the 
men honored, and he praised the grounds on which they had 
been selected–as farmers, family men, and good citizens. 
Ten Indiana farmers (including Taylor Fouts) had received 
the gold medal and the and the title of Master Farmer, and 
eight of them had stood before the gathering of 135 men 
from every corner of Indiana and heard a brief statement of 
why they had been chosen for this great honor. The other two 
were unable to attend, being stuck in snowdrifts and below-
zero weather.
 Each of the Master Farmers, as he received his medal 
from Mr. Burridge D. Butler, Publisher of Prairie Farmer, 
spoke a few words for folks back home who were listening 
on the radio.
 “’I could not miss an opportunity to say a few words 
about soybeans.’ said Taylor Fouts, Master Farmer of Carroll 
county who is perhaps one of the most enthusiastic soybean 
growers in Indiana. He recited an original poem about soys, 
after which Mr. Butler, telling of his own crop killed by the 
early frost this year, said, ‘I wish Taylor Fouts could have 
been on my farm on September 25 to recite that poem, for I 
was speechless.’”
 Photos show: Jas. N. Rhode, J.A. Newman, and H.C. 
Hathaway.

81. Taylor Fouts standing proudly with six other Indiana men 
just after they were given the Master Farmer award by the 
Prairie Farmer on Jan. 14 (Photograph). 1927.
• Summary: This 4-by-7 inch black-and-white photo shows 
the “Class of 1926 Master Farmers.” The seven men from 
Indiana, dressed formally in two-piece suits, each wearing 
his medal and ribbon on the left pocket, are (left to right): 
Lewis L. White (Medaryville, Pulaski Co.), Taylor Fouts 
(Camden, Carroll Co.), R.A. Simpson (Vincennes, Knox 
Co.), Chas. M. Trowbridge (Rush Co.), J.O. Newman 
(Culver, Marshall Co.), Wm. Hagen (Chalmers, White Co.), 
John M. Wissing (Arlington, Rush Co.), Jos. W. Yundt 
(Frankfort, Clinton Co.). In the background is a long dinner 
table covered with a formal white tablecloth.
 This photo, with caption and date, was sent on loan to 
Soyfoods Center by Mary Margaret Fouts Bowman of Deer 
Creek, Indiana.

82. D.O.T. 1927. Taylor Fouts–Master Farmer: Soybeans and 
livestock make his farm profi table. Prairie Farmer (Indiana 
Edition) 99(10):4, 32 March 5.
• Summary: This long article about Taylor Fouts, his family, 
and his Soyland Farm, follows his selection as a Master 
Farmer by Prairie Farmer magazine in January of this year. 
His farm has been in the family for some 75 years. James 
Bridge, Taylor’s grandfather on his mother’s side of the 
family, was the pioneer who obtained this farm along Deer 
Creek–with its well-drained timber land. One large grove of 
the original maple trees still stands on the farm, and the trees 
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are tapped each spring. The sap is boiled down into syrup, 
furnishing lots of fun and a goodly supply of Mapleview 
Syrup. The three Fouts children at Soyland Farm are Pauline 
(a senior in high school), Frederic (a junior in the same 
school), and Mary Margaret–”a little seven-year-old ray of 
sunshine. In 1902 Fouts graduated from the four-year course 
of Purdue University College of Agriculture. He immediately 
“started farming as a renter upon the homestead of 160 acres, 
and also rented 95 acres from a sister. Five years later, upon 
the death of his father, Solomon Fouts [on 2 April 1907], 
the estate was divided. Taylor inherited the 80 acres where 
the homestead buildings are located, and later purchased the 
adjoining 80 acres from the other seven heirs.”
 Soybeans have been grown on this farm extensively 
“every year since 1903. They are used for pasturing lambs 
and for hogging down, both in the cornfi elds and separately; 
they are used for pasture, hay, and seed. The seed is disposed 
of largely through a selling agency composed of the three 
Fouts Brothers, Noah, Finis, and Taylor. Other seed products 
of the three farms are also sold collectively through this 
agency.”
 The fi ne old brick house on Soyland Farms has recently 
been renovated; the many splendid things of the old house 
have been combined with the best of the new. Taylor Fouts, 
who was recently named as Master Farmer by Prairie 
Farmer magazine, willingly acknowledges that a large share 
of the honor should go to his wife, the daughter of Wm. F. 
Wagoner, and the Master Mistress of her home and family.
 Photos show: (1) Taylor Fouts seated at his desk, with 
a typewriter to his right (round photo). (2) The family home 
and two barns at Soyland Farm with snow on the ground.
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2012) 
stating that Taylor Fouts has been named as Master Farmer.

83. Beeson, K.E. 1927. Soybeans in relation to soil fertility 
in Indiana. Proceedings of the American Soybean Association
1:182-87. Eighth annual fi eld meeting. Held 9-12 Aug. in 
North Carolina.
• Summary: Contains the text of a long letter from Taylor 
Fouts, vice-president of the American Soybean Association. 
Representing a host of Hoosier Soybean Growers, he invites 
the American Soybean Association to hold its next annual 
fi eld meeting (in 1928) in Indiana. Eight years have passed 
since the fi rst such ASA meeting was held in Indiana–on 
Taylor Fouts’ farm. Address: Indiana Experiment Station.

84. Meharry, Charles L. 1927. Eighth annual business 
meeting. Chicago, Illinois–1927. Proceedings of the 
American Soybean Association 1:34-39.
• Summary: “Only a few members of the Association met, 
November 28, 1927, in Room 9 of the Administration 
Building of the Union Stock Yards, Chicago, for the annual 
winter business meeting. Vice-President Taylor Fouts 
presided in the absence of President F.P. Latham who was 

unable to attend. Secretary W.E. Ayres could not be present 
and had suggested in a letter to Mr. Fouts that past Secretary-
Treasurer, Charles L. Meharry, be appointed Acting 
Secretary.
 On a motion of Professor K.E. Beeson, the offi cers for 
1928 were elected unanimously: President–Taylor Fouts, 
Indiana. Vice-President–Walter Godchaux, Louisiana. 
Secretary-Treasurer–W.E. Ayres, Mississippi.
 Includes a detailed discussion of resolutions passed 
by the Association at its Eighth Annual Convention, held 
in Eastern North Carolina, 1927. These included: “Be it 
resolved that this Association take all steps in its power to 
secure additional State and Federal aid for such experimental 
and research work, and particularly in connection with 
the growing and utilizing of the soybean; and that all the 
members of the Association be urged to do all in their power 
to secure the support of their Representatives and Senators to 
such end.
 “2. Whereas there is a discrimination against growers in 
the import duties on soybeans and soybean products;
 “Be it resolved that this Association take all steps in 
its power to secure fair and just protection for the soybean 
industry in all its phases, in any tariff schedules that may be 
imposed.”
 It was also decided that “the winter meetings be 
discontinued and the business meeting be combined with the 
summer fi eld meeting.” Prof. Beeson gave a report of the 
fi eld meeting in North Carolina. Mr. Wand and Mr. Meharry 
discussed the need for stronger protective tariffs on soybeans 
and its products. Address: Acting Secretary-Treasurer, 
American Soybean Assoc.

85. Christie, G.I. ed. 1927. Offi cers of the Indiana Corn 
Growers’ Association. Indiana Corn Growers’ Association, 
Annual Report 27:3.
• Summary: Taylor Fouts of Camden is an offi cer of the 
Association–Vice-President, Second District.
 Under Committees: Members of the “Soybean 
Committee” are:
 K.E. Beeson, Lafayette.
 Taylor Fouts, Camden.
 Roy Caldwell, Camden.
 J.B. Edmondson, Clayton.
 Charles Meharry, Attica.
 Paul Morton, Lebanon.
 Perry King, Columbus.
 C.P. Jenkins, Greensfork.
 P.L. Johnson, Vincennes.
 Note: Taylor Fouts is also on the “Limestone 
Committee.”
 On pages 120-21 of this annual report, is a report from 
the Soybean Committee:
 “To the Executive Committee, Indiana Corn Growers’ 
Association:
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 “The invitation extended to the American Soybean 
Association on behalf of the Indiana Corn Growers’ 
Association and the Extension Department of Purdue 
University to hold its annual meeting in Indiana during the 
summer of 1928 extended by the chairman of this committee, 
has been accepted and the Soybean Committee of the 
Association is making plans for this convention. Regional 
meetings in four important soybean growing centers in four 
sections of the state will be arranged to run concurrently on 
August 15th and will adjourn to Purdue University for a joint 
session on August 16th and 17th.
 “More than 150 variety demonstrations were planned 
for 1927, and wherever meetings were held, the attendance 
indicated the increasing interest in this legume. The crop 
estimate for 1927 shows a twenty-fi ve per cent increase 
in the acreage devoted to both seed and hay. Soybean 
growers cooperated in supplying Certifi ed seed for these 
demonstrations.
 “Of special importance were the annual meetings held 
at the Jenkins Farm in Wayne County, and the farms of J.B. 
and Ralph Edmondson in Hendricks and Morgan counties. 
Both meetings were attended by over 200 growers, and this 
plan of holding annual meetings at the farms of specialized 
growers is recommended for other sections of Indiana.
 “Recommendations:
 “1. That the soybean variety demonstrations be 
continued in 1928 and that if necessary the association 
furnish a speaker to supplement the Extension Division for 
these meetings.
 “2. That Certifi ed seed growers co-operate with the 
Extension Division by furnishing high quality seed for these 
demonstrations. The use of Certifi ed seed is an excellent 
means of stressing the value of such seed.
 “3. That the work of the Certifi cation Committee be 
commended and that the high standard set for Certifi ed seed 
be maintained.
 “4. That the importance of soybeans for hay during 
the year 1928 be brought strongly to the attention of the 
Indiana farmer because of the impending hay shortage, 
and that the other outstanding uses of this crop shall also 
be stressed whenever possible. That more emphasis be laid 
upon the feeding value of soybeans in order that farmers may 
appreciate more fully their importance for farm use.
 “5. That the co-operation of soybean growers generally 
be urged in planning and executing the program for the 
meeting of the American Soybean Association, and that the 
membership of the Corn Growers’ Association give special 
support to this meeting.
 “Respectfully submitted.” The names of the soybean 
committee members (including Taylor Fouts) are listed. 
Address: Secretary.

86. Prairie Farmer. 1928. Soybeans–A coming corn belt 
crop: Culture and uses discussed at annual meeting of 

American Soybean Association. 100(34):5, 22. Aug. 25.
• Summary: The ninth annual meeting of the American 
Soybean Association was held in Indiana, at La Fayette and 
other points in the state from August 15-17. “If any crop ever 
deserved glorifying, it is soybeans. Twenty years ago it was 
little known in the United States, while today it rates as a 
major crop, particularly in corn belt states.”
 The American Soybean Association was “organized 
eight years ago on the farm of Taylor Fouts, pioneer soybean 
grower of Carroll county, Indiana, who is now president.”
 The three-day meeting in the Hoosier State began 
on Wednesday with four local tours held in four widely 
separated parts of the state in prominent soybean growing 
regions.” Southern Indiana: the J.B. Edmondson farm in 
Hendricks county. Eastern Indiana (Wayne and Henry 
counties): the J.A. Jenkins farm and the J.P. Ice farm. 
Northern Indiana: the Fouts Brothers’ farms in Carroll 
county. Western Indiana and Illinois: the Charles Meharry 
farm in Tippecanoe county. A total of about 1,000 farmers 
attended these regional meetings. The next day about 
300 people met at Purdue University for a full day of 
soybean activities. “Prominent among the Hoosier farmers 
were Taylor Fouts and his brothers, Noah and Finis, J.P. 
Edmondson, Ralph Edmondson, A.T. Edmondson, J.A. 
Jenkins, Joe P. Ice, Chas. Meharry, Adrian Parsons, Roy 
Caldwell, Chester Joyce, Forrest Modisett, Claude Wickard, 
and Purdue leaders including G.I. Christie, Dean Skinner, 
and K.E. Beeson. From Illinois came Will Riegel, John 
Smith, Bill Tabaka, Wilfred Shaw, J.C. Hackleman, and 
Frank Drury, Jr.”
 “The two days at La Fayette were devoted to studying 
the results of experimental work carried on by the Purdue 
experiment station on all phases of soybean culture and 
utilization.”
 “Soybeans in Commerce: Thursday evening was 
given over to a banquet held at Lincoln Lodge on the 
banks of the Wabash, north of Lafayette. Preceding the 
banquet, an opportunity was given to all attending to see 
and taste most appetizing dishes prepared from soybeans 
and soybean products. These dishes were prepared by the 
Home Economics Extension Department and showed the 
possibilities of including soybeans and soybean products in 
the diet. Recipes for the dishes served were distributed. The 
subject of the discussion after dinner was the utilization of 
soybeans in commerce. President Taylor Fouts turned the 
meeting over to Director Christie of Purdue, who acted as 
toastmaster and presented several men who are prominent in 
soybean utilization industries.
 “Wilfred Shaw, of Peoria county, Illinois, acting as 
a representative of the American Milling Company, told 
of the plan which had been devised to create an acreage 
of soybeans for milling purposes by guaranteeing Illinois 
growers $1.35 a bushel for No. 2 beans this fall. Roy 
Chastine [sic, Chasteen], representing the Blish Milling 
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Company of Seymour, Indiana, which company is equipped 
to mill about 65,000 bushels of soybeans annually, told of 
their work in the bean products manufacturing business. 
He stressed the point that in the opinion of the millers, 
the industry is now waiting for production of beans to 
become large enough to warrant them to put in bean milling 
machinery, so their plants can operate daily the year ‘round, 
thereby guaranteeing buyers of bean products ample supplies 
of oil, meal and other products.
 Note 1. This is the earliest document seen (Aug. 
2011) concerning the Blish Milling Company’s work with 
soybeans.
 “Following the discussion were musical numbers by 
‘Uncle Joe’ Cannon, of Purdue’s dairy extension staff, and 
Roy Caldwell and Chester Joyce, soybean growers of Carroll 
county, Indiana.
 “On Friday were more tours of Purdue University’s 
experimental soybean plots and feeding plants and further 
discussions led by growers, county agents and extension 
men. Prominent among the Friday speakers was W.J. Morse 
of the United States Department of Agriculture...”
 The ninth annual meeting closed at noon following 
committee reports and a brief business session.”
 There follows a brief history of the American Soybean 
Association, which began in 1920 at Soyland in Carroll 
County.
 A photo shows some of the people visiting the Meharry 
farm in Illinois, including E.G. and C.W. Tabaka, O.H. Sears, 
W.E. Riegel, C.M. Woodworth, Mrs. Woodworth, and baby, 
Ruth, Will, Catherine, and Mrs. Riegel.

87. Morse, W.J. 1928. Offi cers of the American Soybean 
Association (1920-28). Special committees. Proceedings of 
the American Soybean Association 2:12-14.
• Summary: 1920: President Taylor Fouts, Camden, Indiana. 
Secretary–W.A. Ostrander, Indiana Experiment Station. 
1921: President–W.E. Riegel, Tolono, Illinois. Secretary–
W.A. Ostrander, Indiana Experiment Station.
 1922: President–C.E. Carter, Missouri Experiment 
Station. Secretary–W.A. Ostrander, Indiana Experiment 
Station. 1923: President–G.M. Briggs, Wisconsin 
Experiment Station. Secretary–W.A. Ostrander, Indiana 
Experiment Station.
 1924: President–W.J. Morse, United States Department 
of Agriculture [Washington, DC]. Vice-presidents–E.C. 
Johnson, Stryker, Ohio, and J.L. Robinson, Iowa Experiment 
Station. Secretary–C.L. Meharry, Attica, Indiana.
 1925: President–W.J. Morse, United States Department 
of Agriculture [Washington, DC]. Vice-presidents–E.C. 
Johnson, Stryker, Ohio, and J.L. Robinson, Iowa Experiment 
Station. Secretary–C.L. Meharry, Attica, Indiana.
 1926: President–W.E. Ayres, Mississippi Delta 
Experiment Station. Vice-president–F.P. Latham, Belhaven, 
North Carolina. Secretary-treasurer–C.L. Meharry, Attica, 

Indiana. Directors–W.E. Ayres, Mississippi Delta Experiment 
Station. F.P. Latham, Belhaven, North Carolina. J.S. 
Cutler, Ohio Experiment Station. E.J. Delwiche, Wisconsin 
Experiment Station. J.T. Smith, Tolono, Illinois. F.S. Wilkins, 
Iowa Experiment Station.
 1927: President–F.P. Latham, Belhaven, North Carolina. 
Vice-President–Taylor Fouts, Camden, Indiana. Secretary-
Treasurer–W.E. Ayres, Mississippi Delta Experiment 
Station. Directors–F.P. Latham, Belhaven, North Carolina. 
Taylor Fouts, Camden, Indiana. W.E. Ayres, Mississippi 
Delta Experiment Station. Walter Godchaux, New Orleans, 
Louisiana. C.W. Tabaka, Ivesdale, Illinois. J.S. Cutler, Ohio 
Experiment Station. E.J. Delwiche, Wisconsin Experiment 
Station.
 1928: President–Taylor Fouts, Camden, Indiana. Vice-
President–Walter Godchaux, New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Secretary-Treasurer–W.E. Ayres, Mississippi Delta 
Experiment Station. Directors–Taylor Fouts, Camden, 
Indiana. Walter Godchaux, New Orleans, Louisiana. W.E. 
Ayres, Mississippi Delta Experiment Station. C.W. Tabaka, 
Ivesdale, Illinois. J.S. Cutler, Ohio Experiment Station. E.J. 
Delwiche, Wisconsin Experiment Station.
 Special Committees–Constitution: C.L. Meharry, 
Chairman, Attica, Indiana. H.S. Clapp, Accotink, Virginia. 
F.P. Latham, Belhaven, North Carolina. J.T. Smith, Tolono, 
Illinois. W.E. Ayres, Mississippi Delta Experiment Station. 
Taylor Fouts, Camden, Indiana.
 Soybean nomenclature: W.J. Morse, Chairman, United 
States Department of Agriculture. J.C. Hackleman, Illinois 
Experiment Station. F.S. Wilkins, Iowa Experiment Station. 
E.J. Delwiche, Wisconsin Experiment Station.
 Soybean score cards: W.J. Morse, Chairman, United 
States Department of Agriculture. K.E. Beeson, Indiana 
Experiment Station. C.B. Williams, North Carolina 
Experiment Station. J.C. Hackleman, Illinois Experiment 
Station. G.M. Briggs, Wisconsin Experiment Station.
 Soybean seal: J.T. Smith, Chairman, Tolono, Illinois. 
W.E. Riegel, Tolono, Illinois. C. Burns, Champaign, Illinois. 
Address: USDA, Washington, DC.

88. Proceedings of the American Soybean Association. 1928. 
Ninth annual meeting, American Soybean Association, 
Indiana: August 15, 16 and 17, 1928. 2:3-11.
• Summary: “Over one thousand farmers and soybean 
enthusiasts from Indiana and adjoining states attended 
the various meetings which comprised the ninth annual 
meeting of the American Soybean Association. On August 
15, regional meetings were held in four different sections 
of Indiana which were attended by Purdue specialists and 
representatives of the Associations and interested growers. 
These meetings were designed to spread the infl uence of 
the Association’s annual meeting over as much territory as 
possible, and the interest certainly justifi ed this plan.
 “Much of the material that follows is extracted from the 
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August 25, 1928, issue of the Prairie Farmer.”
 Note: The portions concerning regional meetings must 
be extracted from a regional edition (or editions) of Prairie 
Farmer.
 The article is divided into the following parts: 
Introduction (incl. list of prominent Hoosier soybean 
farmers). Soybeans in commerce. Northern Indiana regional 
meeting. Western Indiana regional meeting. Central Indiana 
regional meeting. Eastern Indiana regional meeting.
 “Northern Indiana regional meeting: Perhaps no better 
point in the Middle West could have been selected for a 
regional meeting of the American Soybean Association than 
Soyland, the farm of Taylor Fouts, and those of his brothers, 
Noah and Finis, in Carroll county, Indiana, where more than 
150 farmers and soybean growers gathered August 15 to talk 
their favorite subject–soybeans.
 “Soyland, with its 200-odd acres of certifi ed soys of 
the varieties Manchu, Midwest and Dunfi eld, is one of the 
pioneer soybean growing regions in Indiana, and is today one 
of the greatest centers of production of fi ne soybeans in the 
United States.
 “A score or so of years ago, when Taylor Fouts was a 
student at Purdue University, the soybean was being ‘played 
with’ by experimenters at Purdue. Taylor took a small 
quantity of seed home with him and planted the fi rst patch 
on the Fouts farm. Today it is the major crop on the farm, 
and the practice has spread to neighboring farms in Carroll 
county and adjoining counties.”
 “Following an ample repast served by the ladies of 
the Presbyterian church, the ladies assembled on Taylor 
Fouts’ front lawn, where Taylor, who was president of the 
Association, introduced prominent soybeaners,” including 
William Morse. “A comedy sketch was enacted by Chester 
Royce and Roy Caldwell, who kept the crowd in an uproar 
with their humorous discussion of the relative merits of the 
Dunfi eld and Manchu varieties... They closed their number 
by singing the latest rural hit song of the season–’Soybeans, 
That’s All’ by themselves. With their guitars they made 
an excellent harmony team.” At Finis Fouts’ farm, Claude 
Harper of Purdue discussed the results of lamb feeding trials 
in which soybeans and soybean hay played an important part 
in the ration. A photo shows an aerial view of Finis Fouts’ 
farm.
 Western Indiana regional meeting: Between 150 and 
200 farmers from West Central Indiana and Illinois attended 
the meeting at the Charles Meharry farm near Odell in the 
southwest corner of Tippecanoe county. “For 20 years, 
Meharry has been growing soybeans on his farms, the 
one of 320 acres at Odell; two others of the same size at 
Romney, Indiana, in Tippecanoe county, and another of 
about 800 acres in Champaign county, Illinois.” Meharry’s 
farm manager, Edmund N. Stafford, showed the 60 acres of 
soybeans and variety trials. A number of speakers discussed 
various topics.

 Central Indiana regional meeting: Some 250 soybean 
growers met on the J. Ben Edmondson farm, which is “not 
far distant from the home of A.A. [Adrian Alkanah] Parsons, 
Indiana pioneer grower, who fi rst planted soybeans 37 years 
ago [about 1891] and who has grown them every year since 
without a single crop failure. The men who are enthusiastic 
about this crop in this community... know what a good 
crop soys are and they are making money from the crop.” 
At noon, the group transferred the discussion to the grove, 
where the Hazelwood Home Economic Club served a fi ne 
luncheon, with baked soybeans as one of the inviting dishes.” 
After the meeting, a “tour was made of the community where 
nine farmers, members of the Midwest Association, are 
growing Dunfi eld beans for certifi cation.
 Eastern Indiana regional meeting: The meeting, attended 
by 100 people, was held on the farm of J.A. Jenkins in 
Wayne county, where soybean acreage has tripled in the 
last 3 years. Jenkins “has been growing soybeans for 10 
years and is generally considered to be the pioneer of the 
county with this new crop. He was conducting a trial of 13 
different varieties: Dunfi eld, Ito San, Manchu, Mansoy, Illini, 
Midwest (formerly called Hollybrook), Wilson 5 [Wilson-
Five], Virginia, George Washington, Peking or Sable, Laredo 
and Illinois 1319.” Details are given for each variety; each 
has its own particular growing habit and characteristics. The 
earliest maturing is Ito San; the fi rst soybean to be introduced 
into Indiana, it is still widely grown. Manchu, probably the 
most widely grown variety in the state, matures about one 
week after Ito San.
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Dec. 1998) that 
mentions the soybean variety George Washington.

89. Christie, G.I. ed. 1928. Offi cers of the Indiana Corn 
Growers’ Association. Indiana Corn Growers’ Association, 
Annual Report 28:2.
• Summary: Under Committees: Members of the “Soybean 
Committee” are:
 K.E. Beeson, Lafayette.
 Taylor Fouts, Camden.
 Roy Caldwell, Camden.
 J.B. Edmondson, Clayton.
 Charles Meharry, Attica.
 C.P. Jenkins, Webster.
 P.L. Johnson, Vincennes. Address: Secretary.

90. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1929. Taylor 
Fouts home ruined by fi re today: Only brick walls of 
structure are left standing; Believe defective fl ue caused 
blaze. March 6. p. 1, col. 3.
• Summary: The beautiful farm home was destroyed early 
today. An employee, T.R. Lewis, discovered the fi re. The 
loss is placed at $6,000. Mr. Fouts plans to construct a new 
home on the site of the old one. Solomon Fouts, the father 
of Taylor, constructed the twelve room structure that burned; 
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it was one of the oldest residences of Carrollton township, 
Carroll county.

91. Record-News (Camden, Carroll County, Indiana). 1929. 
Camden seed house sold. No. 20. April 10. p. 1.
• Summary: “We are informed that the Fouts Bros. seed 
business has been purchased by Roy Caldwell, Joyce Bros. 
and Clarence Sprinkle and is now operated under the trade 
name of Soy Seed Company. We understand all of the 
owners are practical farmers and specialists in farm seeds 
having handled farm seeds for a number of years. In a small 
way, Roy Caldwell is not only a specialist on soy beans, but 
on seed corn as well, being a licensed judge on seed corn and 
President of the Indiana corn growers Association.”
 “We understand the Soy Seed Co. are now giving the 
farmers of the entire state the much talked about Farm 
Regulation in the form of a guaranteed price for their soy 
beans. Paying $1.25 per bushel at threshing time and one 
cent per bushel additional every fi fteen days the beans are 
held. This not only affords a guaranteed market for soy 
beans, but guarantees a higher price than has heretofore 
been given for the beans at threshing time. Not counting the 
improvement to the soil, it is said, soy bean crop exceeds all 
farm crops for profi t, except corn.”
 Note: See photo of Soy Seed Co. and Roy M. Caldwell 
in 1982 book titled Town of Camden: Our sesquicentennial 
memoir, 1832-1982, compiled by Shirley Schock.

92. Stookey, Charles A., Jr. 1929. How successful growers 
raise soybeans: These methods will work on your farm too. 
Prairie Farmer 101(18):5, 33. May 4.
• Summary: “Profi ts from soybeans come to farmers who 
prepare the seedbed early and who get after weeds while 
they are still in the “white,” say prominent soybean growers 
including Taylor Fouts, Roy Caldwell and Chester Joyce of 
Carroll county, Indiana; C.L. Meharry of Tippecanoe county, 
Indiana, and W.E. Riegel of Champaign county, Illinois.
 “Weeds are the worst enemies of soybeans, and in spite 
of the necessity for care in other practices of bean culture 
such as inoculation, seeding and harvesting, the preparation 
of the seedbed and cultivation to keep weeds down are the 
most important factors in growing this crop. This information 
was gathered last week in personal interview with the men 
named.”
 Taylor Fouts, the youngest of the three Fouts brothers, 
says: “On our farms soybeans fi t into a regular rotation 
of corn, soybeans, wheat and clover. We aim to produce 
certifi ed seed every year. Our chief varieties are the Manchu, 
Dunfi eld and Midwest.”
 Photos show: (1) Two horses pulling a rotary hoe, upon 
which one man is sitting, on drilled soybeans at the Meharry 
farm. (2) Two-row corn cultivators, each pulled by two 
horses, plowing four rows each on Roy Caldwell’s farm. (3) 
A cleanly plowed fi eld of Manchu soybeans.

93. Fouts, Taylor; Fouts, Noah; Fouts, Finis E. 1929. 
Soyland–Fouts Bros., Camden, Indiana. Proceedings of the 
American Soybean Association 2:92-97. Tenth annual fi eld 
meeting. Held 22-23 Aug. at Guelph, Ontario, Canada.
• Summary: Introduction: About Soyland, song in praise 
of soybeans, soybeans for soil improvement, emphasis on 
“farm consumed soybeans,” inoculation essential. Rotation 
suggestions (2, 3, and 4 year). Utilization of the soybean 
crop: Pasture while green, green manure, putting corn and 
beans on hoof, converting corn and soybeans into mutton, 
soybean hay, harvesting for seed. Note: This article is written 
in a light, witty style.
 “The name ‘Soyland’ is but a modern name applied to 
farms that have been under cultivation since earliest pioneer 
days in Carroll County. Our grandparents located where the 
forests were easiest to subdue, and drainage most direct; 
hence the Creek farms along the winding Creek Road have 
been our heritage. We are still exemplifying the pioneer 
spirit in its application to present times, for we take an active 
interest in things pertaining to soil and crop improvement, 
and the betterment of the farmer’s method in managing his 
farm as a producing, profi table, proposition.”
 “In this brief article we will stress only the phases 
of soybeans that relate to soil improvement and practical 
utilization for the crop on the farm. With all due appreciation 
for the splendid commercial outlets or markets for soybeans 
as a concentrate, and cash product–we do feel that a broadly 
used system of ‘farm consumed soybeans’ is the healthiest 
basis upon which to build the industry. Large farm utilization 
will ultimately mean a good surplus for commercial uses–
both seed and oil-mills.”
 “Putting corn and beans on the hoof: This practice is a 
very simple and satisfactory method, and we have the habit 
fi rmly established on Soyland. We never fi gure just bushels 
of corn per acre; forget it; it’s always pounds of meat per 
acre, and the King and Queen of the fi eld are responsible 
from plenty of live, juicy meat. One year, by offi cial test 
of county agent and committee, a... lot of 79 shotes made 
themselves into hogs at rate of 877 pounds per acre off 10 
acres, estimated at 65 bushels of corn.”
 Photos show: (1) Nodules on the roots of four soybean 
plants. Caption: “Some busy-bee bumps that boost.” (2) 
Harvesting the 1927 soybean crop at Soyland using a 
combine pulled by a tractor. (3) “A cheap and effi cient 
method of harvesting corn and soybeans” (using hogs). (4) 
“Lambing off corn and soybeans.”
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2012) 
that mentions Taylor Fouts (or any other Fouts brother) 
of Indiana actually using a combine on his farm. Address: 
1. President, American Soybean Assoc., 1920, 1928. All: 
Camden, Indiana.

94. O’Brien, Harry R. 1929. Soy beans for profi t: Combines 
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and a cash market cause acreage to mount. Country 
Gentleman 94(11):19, 120-21. Nov.
• Summary: “While soy beans have been known in this 
country for 125 years, it was about fi fty years ago that they 
were fi rst grown in North Carolina as a farm crop and about 
25 years ago when they were fi rst introduced into the Middle 
West. In 1917 it was estimated that perhaps 500,000 acres 
were being grown for all purposes. Since then the acreage 
has increased annually until in 1928 around 3,000,000 acres 
were being grown in twenty or more states. Rapid as this 
growth may seem, it has been handicapped by diffi culties of 
harvesting and lack of a commercial market for the beans.
 “But within the past two years the situation has been 
radically changed” because of the combine harvester and 
the new cash market provided by the Peoria Plan and A.E. 
Staley. “These things I learned when late in the past summer 
I drove my car for more than 1200 miles through the 
Midwest to get the details of what was stirring in soy beans... 
There are soy beans everywhere, I found.”
 A star performer in many roles, “Soy beans offer another 
cash crop for the farmer. They are about immune to chinch 
bugs and the corn borer. Planted in corn, they shade the 
ground and protect the corn from the chinch bugs.
 “Then there is the use being made of soy beans in 
industry, as beans, as oil, as meal. The oil is expressed out of 
the beans by the same process used with cottonseed. A ton of 
beans yields roughly from 1600 to 1700 pounds of cake or 
meal and from 250 to 300 pounds of oil.
 “The beans are usable for coffee substitutes, soups, 
baked beans, confections, meat substitutes, vegetable casein, 
vegetable milk and cheeses. There are now several factories 
in this country making soy sauce. I know of one plant 
making chocolate out of soy beans.
 “The oil is suitable for use in soap stocks, enamels, 
varnishes, paints, rubber substitutes, linoleum, waterproof 
goods, celluloid, explosives, glycerin, salad oil, lard 
substitutes and edible oils.
 “Soy-bean meal, in addition to use as livestock feeds, 
is used for fl our, diabetic foods that are supplanting gluten 
fl our, infant foods, macaroni, breakfast foods, fertilizers and 
adhesive glue. Much of the glue used in furniture veneering 
is coming from soybean meal.
 “Such are some of the qualities of this many-sided 
farm legume.” The author then gives fi ve reasons why soy 
beans have made such rapid growth in the past ten years: 
1. Farmers have tried them and liked them, and the news 
has spread. 2. The infl uence of the agricultural colleges, 
experiment stations, extension services, and county agents. 
Experiments have been conducted on varieties, and methods 
of growing and feeding. 3. There have been “certain focal 
points where a few farmer pioneer enthusiasts grew them 
for seed and from these points the acreage has spread in 
concentric circles. There are a dozen of these points.”
 4. Improved harvesting methods; “and this is a story that 

is tied up with that of another focal point, Christian County, 
Illinois, where Claire E. Hay was county agent from 1918 
to 1928. Hay knew beans from boyhood. When he came to 
Christian County chinch bugs had been bad for several years. 
So Hay began boosting soy beans as a means of outwitting 
the bug.
 “Now in Christian County among the biggest growers 
of soy beans are the Garwood brothers, Frank and Harry. 
They had heard of combine harvesters being used out West 
for harvesting and threshing wheat in one operation in the 
fi eld. They had a hunch that maybe this same machine would 
work with soybeans. Some Indiana farmers had rigged up a 
homemade affair that had already been used.
 “But the manufacturers were skeptical. Two fi rms 
turned them down, refused to sell a combine for such a 
purpose. But a third did sell, and in 1924 what was possibly 
the fi rst combine ever used in Illinois for any purpose, 
surely for beans, came to the Garwood farms and a public 
demonstration was held.
 “To most people’s surprise, the combine worked. So in 
one day the Garwood brothers had revolutionized soy-bean 
harvesting. Other growers were quick to seize on the idea, as 
were wheat and oat farmers too.”
 5. The newest development is the creation of a 
commercial market for soy beans. “Lack of a market was 
holding back farmers from growing the soys. So a committee 
of three count agents, headed by Hay, called on A.E. Staley, 
a feed manufacturer of Decatur, and asked him to use soy 
beans in his feeds. Staley built an oil mill, began buying 
beans and a commercial market was opened up.
 “Oil mills were built later at Peoria and Bloomington. 
These mills have bought the beans and thus Illinois has taken 
the lead in growing them.
 “The next step in the story came when along in 1927 
Hackleman at the University of Illinois fi gured out that the 
marketing of soy beans would be much more stabilized if 
farmers could grow them on contract for the mills. He and 
Doctor Burlison, chief in agronomy, suggested this plan 
to H.A. Atwood, a feed manufacturer in Peoria. The idea 
simmered on and several conferences were held.
 “In the spring of 1928 Illinois farmers were faced with a 
wholesale killing out of their winter wheat. A conference was 
called at Urbana in April to consider what to recommend as 
an emergency crop, to which farmers, county advisors and 
feed manufacturers were invited. The advisors said that soy 
beans was [sic] the logical crop but there was no use to urge 
them because of a lack of a market.
 “Mr. Atwood announced that his fi rm stood ready to 
contract at a guaranteed price for a million bushels of beans 
or the crop from 50,000 acres. A fi rm at Bloomington was 
associated with him in the offer.
 “Back of the offer was the Grange-League-Federation, 
representing New York dairy farmers, which farm 
organization buys its feeds from Mr. Atwood’s fi rm. The 
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G.L.F. representative said in effect that if the Illinois farmers 
would grow the beans, the farmers of New York would buy 
the feed made out of them.
 “The outcome was that a minimum price of $1.35 per 
bushel was set, based on farm cost-account records from 
four states in comparison with the price the G.L.F. had been 
paying for other protein feeds. County advisors circulated 
blank contracts through Farm Bureau membership lists, and 
1344 farmers signed up to deliver beans from 48,444 acres, 
which, when marketed, totaled about 1,200,000 bushels 
of beans [24.77 bu/acre yield]. After paying freight and 
handling charges, the crop netted farmers around $1.20 a 
bushel.”
 A large photo shows two farmers, each with a team of 
four horses pulling a piece of farm machinery, on the farm 
of Finis Fouts, Deer Creek, Indiana. The fi rst is cutting 
soy beans with a binder. The second, 10-15 feet behind, is 
drilling wheat for the next crop. Address: Central Ohio.

95. Christie, G.I. ed. 1929. Offi cers of the Indiana Corn 
Growers’ Association. Indiana Corn Growers’ Association, 
Annual Report 29:2.
• Summary: Under Committees: Members of the “Soybean 
Committee” are:
 K.E. Beeson, Lafayette.
 Taylor Fouts, Camden.
 Roy Caldwell, Camden.
 J.B. Edmondson, Clayton.
 Chas. Meharry, Attica.
 Paul Morton, Lebanon.
 Perry King, Columbus. Address: Secretary.

96. Soyland Seeds. 1929. With a conscience–and proved it: 
Taylor Fouts (Ad). Proceedings of the American Soybean 
Association 2:54.
• Summary: This small (2¼ by 1 inch) black-and-white ad 
states: “Pioneer grower with twenty-fi ve years service to the 
Soybean Activities.” Address: Camden, Indiana.

97. Carroll County Abstract Co. 1930. Abstract of title: 
To the following described Real Estate in Carroll County, 
Indiana, to-wit: The NE ¼ of Sec. 22 in Twp. 25, North 
Range 1, East. Prepared for Taylor Fouts, Camden, R.F.D. 1, 
Indiana. Delphi, Indiana. 23 p. 36 cm.
• Summary: A summary of land records (deeds and titles). 
On 1 April 1930 Taylor borrowed $6,000 at 6% interest 
against his land (a mortgage) from the Indianapolis Joint 
Stock Land Bank, probably to pay for the cost of rebuilding 
his home which had burned to the ground in 1929.
 A map shows that Taylor Fouts’ homestead is the 160 
acres in the north east quarter of section twenty two (22) in 
township twenty fi ve (25), north range one, east, containing 
160 acres. It is bounded on the east by State Road 29 
(Michigan Road).

 1854 Feb.–Jacob B. Plank and Elizabeth Plank, his wife, 
sold 40 acres of land (including this land) to James Bridge 
for $4,300.
 1873 March 31–James Bridge and Eve Bridge, his wife, 
sold 18.59 acres to Zachariah Motter for $850.
 1875 March 27–James Bridge sold 6 acres to Zachariah 
Motter for $381. On the same day, Zachariah Motter and 
Hannah Motter, his wife, sold another 6 acres of land to 
James Bridge for $381. On the same day James Bridge sold 
54 acres to Solomon Fouts for $3,825. Note: Solomon built 
his fi nal residence, a two-story mansion, on this land in 
1876-77.
 1880 March 1–Samuel P. Berry and Susan Berry, his 
wife, to 40 acres to Solomon Fouts for $3,200.
 1892 Sept. 2–Hannah Motter, widow of Zachariah 
Motter, deceased [he died on 5 March 1882; they had two 
children, William N. Motter and Metta May Motter], sold 
two parcels of land in the North East ¼ of Sec. 22 Twp. 25 to 
Finis E. Fouts (her nephew; not married) for $433.33. Note: 
Finis married in late Oct. of 1892.
 1894 July 27–William M. Motter (not married) sold 24 
acres to Finis Fouts for $433.
 1894 Dec. 22–Finis E. Fouts, and Nellie M. Fouts, his 
wife, sold 24 acres to Solomon Fouts for $1,000.
 1896 Sept. 26–Metta May Motter (not married) sold 2 
parcels totaling 24 acres to Solomon Fouts for $500.
 Note: These land records show that Davy Crockett 
(1786-1836; American frontiersman and politician) owned 
land touching the SW corner of the Fouts family land. He 
was given about 80 acres of land by the U.S. government 
in 1834 and 1837. The last will and testament of Solomon 
Fouts is on pages 14-17 of this document. Address: Delphi, 
Indiana.

98. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1930. Farm facts: 
Some things your farm friends and neighbors are doing. 
Sept. 12. p. 2.
• Summary: “A beautiful brick bungalow is being erected 
by Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Fouts on their Soyland farm in 
Carroll county along state road No. 29, south of Deer Creek. 
It replaces and is on the site of the Fouts homestead which 
burned several months ago.”

99. Morse, W.J. 1935. The American Soybean Association. 
Proceedings of the American Soybean Association p. 3. 15th 
annual meeting. Held 21-22 Aug. 1935 at Evansville and 23 
Aug. at Lafayette, Indiana.
• Summary: “The soybean crop, a crop of prime importance 
for many centuries in oriental countries, is no longer an 
unfamiliar crop to most American farmers, especially to 
those of the corn belt states. Within the past few years it has 
also become the object of considerable attention of numerous 
industries.
 “Less than 500,000 acres of soybeans, including 
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acreages in combination with other crops, were grown in 
the United States previously to 1917. During the period 
1922 to 1930, inclusive, the acreage in soybeans more than 
trebled, 3,758,000 acres being grown in 1930. The July 1 
estimate of soybean acreage for 1935 indicates 5,463,000 
acres, an increase of 30 per cent over 1934, the north central 
states leading with a 36 per cent increase and the south 
central states with only 3.3 per cent increase. The most rapid 
increases in acreage and production during the past decade 
have been in the corn belt states. The production of seed, 
at fi rst, was carried on in only a few well-defi ned regions, 
the initial movement in the United States being started in 
North Carolina. About 1910 a fairly uniform development 
of soybean culture and utilization began in the region east 
of the Mississippi River and in the states along the west 
bank. In 1924, 22 states produced about 5,000,000 bushels 
of seed and by 1931 seed production had increased to nearly 
15,000,000 bushels, the leading states being Illinois, Indiana, 
North Carolina, and Missouri. In 1934, 17,762,000 bushels 
of seed were produced of which 14,797,000 bushels–about 
84 per cent–were harvested in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, and 
Missouri, 67 per cent of the total production of the United 
States being produced in Illinois and Indiana alone.
 “For many years the culture and utilization of the 
soybean in the United States was the work of pioneers. 
Through the distribution of seed and literature on cultural 
methods, the early growers in the great Corn Belt enlisted 
new friends for the crop in increasing numbers, and through 
the efforts of growers and states colleges and experiment 
stations Soybean Field Days became quite common in many 
sections of the Corn Belt. American agriculture and industry 
soon realized the value of the soybean and its products and 
the American Soybean Association was founded in 1920 
at the Soyland Farms of Fouts Brothers, Camden, Indiana, 
to promote and encourage the culture and utilization of 
the soybean in America. The work of the organization has 
necessarily been educational through the holding of annual 
meetings in cooperation with various experiment stations and 
colleges for the study and discussion of soybean problems 
and its infl uence has been considerable.
 “The Association would be in a position to exert greater 
infl uence in the future development of soybeans in the 
United States if it received the active interest and continued 
support of growers and industry. The potential possibilities of 
the soybean indicate that the crop is to become of still greater 
economic value in the United States.” Address: Bureau of 
Plant Industry, USDA, Washington, DC.

100. Taylor Fouts standing with his wife and three children 
(Photograph). 1935.
• Summary: This 3-by-5 inch black-and-white photo shows 
(from left to right) Frederic Fouts, Lillie May Wagoner Fouts 
(Taylor’s wife), Mary Margaret Fouts, Pauline Fouts, and 
Taylor Fouts. They are standing; two houses appear in the 

background.
 This photo, with caption and date, was sent on loan to 
Soyfoods Center by Mary Margaret Fouts Bowman of Deer 
Creek, Indiana.

101. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1937. Death 
calls Mrs. Fouts: Wife of well know Carroll County farmer 
passes away unexpectedly. May 6. p. 1. Thursday evening.
• Summary: “Death entered the Noah Fouts home near Deer 
Creek unexpectedly Wednesday [May 5] and claimed the 
life of Mrs. Lillie Jane Fouts, 74, wife of the well known 
Carrollton township, Carroll county, farmer.” The Fouts 
family were making plans to observe the couple’s golden 
wedding anniversary late this year. Note: They were married 
on 1 Dec. 1887. A list of survivors is given.

102. Taylor Fouts standing with his wife and two daughters 
(Photograph). 1937.
• Summary: This 3-by-5 inch black-and-white photo shows 
(from left to right) Taylor Fouts, his eldest child and daughter 
Pauline Fouts, his wife Lillie May Wagoner Fouts, and his 
youngest daughter Mary Margaret Fouts. They are standing 
in front of the family home near Deer Creek, Indiana.
 This photo (see next page), with caption and date, 
was sent on loan to Soyfoods Center by Mary Margaret 
Fouts Bowman of Deer Creek, Indiana. It was published in 
Soybean Digest in Sept. 1944, p. 15.

103. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1938. Noah 
Fouts, “Soybean King” dies: Stricken on return trip home. 
Widely known Carroll County farmer suffers fatal heart 
attack at Dallas, Texas. Feb. 25. p. 1. Friday evening.
• Summary: Noah Fouts, age 73, a widely known farmer 
residing on state road No. 29 south of Deer Creek, died 
suddenly after a heart attack at Dallas, Texas, Thursday night 
[Feb. 24]. He was the eldest son of Solomon and Margaret 
Fouts, pioneer residents of the Deer Creek community. His 
wife passed away in May 1937. According to a message 
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received by relatives, he was returning home by automobile 
from California, where he had been visiting a daughter, Alta 
House.
 Last fall, Mr. Fouts had gone to California with Mr. and 
Mrs. F.A. Rouch of Kokomo, Indiana, and was returning to 
his home with them.
 Noah and his “his brothers, Finis and Taylor, were 
pioneers in the production of soybeans in Indiana and for 
many years were widely known as the Hoosier Soybean 
kings.” His home, located on the east side of the old 
Michigan Road, with its beautiful pond between it and the 
highway, is one of the show pieces of the community.
 Surviving are a son, Castyle, who resides on the home 
place; fi ve daughters: (1) Mrs. Alta House of California; 
(2) Mrs. Geneva Modisett of near Clymers; (3) Mrs. Emily 
Davis of Indianapolis; (4) Mrs. Eva Ragan of Indianapolis; 
and (5) Mrs. Marguerite McKee of Bunker Hill; two 
brothers, Finis and Taylor; fi ve sisters: (1) Mrs. Emma Jones 
of Danville, Illinois; (2-3) Mrs. Laura Wickard and Mrs. 
George Guard of Flora, Indiana; (4-5) Mrs. Alma Getty 
and Mrs. Clara Grace of Fort Wayne, Indiana; twenty-one 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
 “A son, Forest, and a daughter, Mrs. Mildred 
Clingenpeel, preceded him in death.
 “The body will arrive at the Baker funeral home in 
Camden at 4 o’clock Saturday afternoon from where it will 
be taken to the residence.”
 Note: Noah Fouts had a daughter named Alta Fouts. She 
married Dr. Howard House, a world-famous otologist–an 
expert on the study and treatment of the human ear. His 
House Institute of Hearing was located in Los Angeles. In 
1989 his address was 2122 W. 3rd St., Los Angeles.

104. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1938. Noah 

Fouts rites Sunday: Funeral services to be conducted at Deer 
Creek Presbyterian church. Feb. 26. p. 1. Saturday.
• Summary: Funeral services for Noah Fouts, age 
73, “widely known Carroll county farmer,” who died 
unexpectedly on Thursday night in Dallas, Texas, will be 
conducted Sunday afternoon [Feb. 27] at the Deer Creek 
Presbyterian church. Rev. William Steen will be in charge; 
burial will be in Deer Creek cemetery.
 The body arrived at the Baker funeral home in Camden 
on Saturday afternoon, Feb. 26, and will be taken to the 
residence on state road No. 29 south of Deer Creek. It will 
lie in state at the Presbyterian church Sunday afternoon from 
12:30 until 2 o’clock.

105. Lafayette Journal Courier (Indiana). 1938. Fouts will. 
March 4. p. 5, col. 1.
• Summary: “The will of Noah Fouts was fi led Thursday for 
probate in circuit court. To his daughters, Marguerite McKee, 
Genevive Modisette, Alta M. House, Emily Davis and Eva 
Regan [sic, Ragan], he left certain shares in real estate. His 
son, Castyle Fouts, was bequeathed all interest in personal 
property which they owned in partnership, his life insurance, 
bank stock, stock in the co-operative store in Camden, 
telephone company and Farm Bureau, also certain real estate. 
Castyle Fouts and Robert McKee were named executors, and 
qualifi ed Thursday. Obear and Obear are the attorneys. The 
personal property was valued at $2,500 and the real estate at 
$16,000.
 “A case venued here from Tippecanoe superior court 
is that of Home Owners Loan corporation vs. Harlan A. 
Stauffer, to foreclose mortgage. Ambrose R. Mayfi eld is the 
attorney.”

106. Latta, William Carroll. 1938. Outline history of 
Indiana agriculture. Indiana: Alpha Lambda Chapter of 
Epsilon Sigma Phi in Cooperation with Purdue University 
Agric. Exp. Station and the Dept. of Agric. Extension and 
the Indiana County Agricultural Agents Assoc. 372 p. For 
soybeans, see p. 146-47, 353-55, 371. [2 soy ref]
• Summary: “Soybeans–Soybeans closely followed cow peas 
into Indiana. It is reported that this crop was introduced into 
Bartholomew, Dearborn, Fountain, Hendricks, Huntington, 
LaGrange, Randolph and Washington Counties prior to 1900. 
The fact that it is now doubtless grown in every county of 
the state shows that its spread has been rapid. Like other 
legumes, the soybean is a valuable soil-renewing crop. It is 
chiefl y grown in Indiana, however, for its seed, which has a 
high feeding value as a supplement to corn... Some dairymen 
consider soybean hay superior to alfalfa or red clover in the 
production of milk.”
 Table 2, titled “Approximate year of introduction of 
improved crops and farm practices” (p. 353-55) gives the 
dates that soybeans were introduced into various Indiana 
counties. Some of the earliest (in chronological order) 
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were: Hendricks 1888, LaGrange 1893, Bartholomew 
1895, Dearborn 1895, Huntington 1895, Washington 1895. 
Randolph 1897, Fountain 1898, Allen 1900, Cass 1900, 
Delaware Co. 1900, Elkhart 1900, Jay 1900, Marshall 1900, 
Ohio Co. 1900, Orange Co. 1900, Porter 1900, Union 1900.
 Note 1. This document contains the earliest clear date 
seen for the cultivation of soybeans in Indiana (1888 in 
Hendricks County); those soybeans were almost certainly 
grown by Adrian Parsons. However page 371 states (in 
error) that soybeans were introduced to Indiana in 1910. Yet 
Soyfoods Center research indicates that the soybean may 
have been grown in Indiana at an even earlier date by G. 
Champley of Oxford, Benton County (in Jan. 1856 he wrote 
to the Agricultural Division of the Patent Offi ce requesting 
seeds of the Japan pea = soybeans), and perhaps by L.D. 
Brown of Tippecanoe County by 1885.
 Note 2. Some of the “earliest” dates in this table seem 
incorrect. In Carroll Co., soybeans were fi rst grown in 1896 
or 1898 by Solomon Fouts (see Indiana Farmer’s Guide. 
1920. Sept. p. 1728-29), then in 1902 by Taylor Fouts, not in 
1908 as the table shows. In Tippecanoe Co., soybeans were 
fi rst grown in 1892 at the Indiana Experiment Station (see 
Plumb 1894), not in 1913 as the table shows. In Hamilton 
Co., soybeans were grown by about 1897-98 (See letter from 
L.W. published in Indiana Farmer, 1 Feb. 1902, p. 3), not in 
1910 as the table shows.
 The section titled “The author” (p. 5-7) notes that 
William Carroll Latta (1850-1935) was especially well 
qualifi ed to write this book. He was born on 9 March 1850 
on a farm in LaPorte County, Indiana, “but grew to manhood 
on a farm in Noble County. In 1877 he graduated in 
agriculture from Michigan State College and after teaching 
rural schools for a few years returned to his alma mater for 
a master’s degree, which he obtained in 1882. In August of 
that year he came to Purdue University [established in 1869] 
as a teacher of agriculture. Although some preliminary work 
had been done, Prof. Latta really organized the fi rst courses 
in agriculture on the campus and taught all of them.
 “Full of ambition and desirous of fi nding new facts for 
farmers he instituted shortly after his arrival on the campus 
the fi rst experimental work in agriculture, laying out plots, 
some of which have been in continuous use since the fall 
of 1882, for experimental purposes...These experimental 
plots served as a stepping stone to the much more extensive 
program inaugurated after the Purdue University Experiment 
Station came into being in 1887, almost fi ve years after the 
pioneer effort on the part of this farseeing instructor. When 
the Experiment Station began to function as such, Professor 
Latta was one of the guiding hands in planning and carrying 
through many of its projects.
 “Realizing that information developed by research in 
laboratory, fi elds, or feed lot meant little unless it could 
be put to work by the actual farmer, Professor Latta early 
conceived the idea of taking this new knowledge to the 

farmers. He started holding farm meetings along the 
highways and byways of Indiana to discuss current problems 
of crop and livestock production, important topics to the 
farmers of the state.
 “These meetings were called farmers’ institutes. The 
legislature of 1889 provided $5,000 to develop this type 
of work. These meetings gained rapidly in popularity and 
became an important medium of contact with the man on 
the land. As many as a quarter million persons per year have 
attended these institutes and more than 100,000 person a 
year still fi nd them sources of inspiration and information. 
Thus, today, after almost half a century of service, the idea 
developed by the tireless worker for the common good, 
remains as a powerful force for the betterment of the state of 
Indiana, a monument to the skill and zeal of Professor Latta.
 “This brief review reveals Professor Latta as the founder 
of teaching, research, and extension phases of agricultural 
education in Indiana.”
 In 1923, at his own request, he was relieved of his 
more strenuous duties as State Leader of Institutes. But 
“he continued as consulting specialist on the staff of the 
Department of Agricultural Extension, that he might a history 
of the fi eld to which he had devoted his life. For this purpose 
he not only drew from his own rich fund of knowledge but 
also from the hundred of sources of information in the state 
that he had learned to known through his years of activity. 
Facts were assembled with painstaking care in every detail, 
corrected and recorrected as he gathered more accurate 
knowledge, until fi nally presented in their present form.
 “The history was practically fi nished in 1930 but 
Professor Latta continued his work, ever making more 
complete the information in his crowning task, which 
was completed only a few months before his fi nal illness. 
Because of lack of funds, the history was not published at 
once, but was deferred until its sponsorship was undertaken 
by Epsilon Sigma Phi, honorary fraternity for agricultural 
extension...”
 “No record of Professor Latta’s activities in the fi eld of 
agriculture would be complete without some reference to his 
exemplary private life which was well summarized in one 
paragraph from an editorial that appeared in the Lafayette 
Journal and Courier at the time of his passing, December 22, 
1935. It reads as follows:
 “’The fi fty-four years he serve the people as a forceful 
factor in the development of the progressive usefulness of 
Purdue University were golden years for both Professor Latta 
and friends of the institution. The memory of this stately, 
modest, serene, poised, and potent Christian gentleman, for 
many years a familiar and courtly personality, will abide 
long, a benediction and a blessing upon the lives and works 
of all who knew him either as a teacher, associate, leader or 
neighbor.”
 Note 2. This book was published 2-3 years after Prof. 
Latta’s death. A full-page photo (p. 3) shows Prof. Latta ate 
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age 80 writing at his desk. Address: Prof. of Agriculture 
and Consulting Specialist, Dep. of Agricultural Extension, 
Purdue Univ., Lafayette, Indiana.

107. Edmondson, J.B. 1939. Why the American Soybean 
Association needs every grower’s and processor’s support. 
Proceedings of the American Soybean Association p. 71-
72. 19th annual meeting. Held 11-12 Sept. at Madison, 
Wisconsin.
• Summary: A brief history of the American Soybean Assoc. 
“The fi rst movement to organize the soybean interests in 
America dates back to September 3, 1920, at a mammoth 
soybean meeting held on the Soyland farms, owned by the 
Fouts Brothers, Camden, Indiana. This meeting was called 
under the auspices of the Purdue Extension Department, 
primarily for the purpose of acquainting corn belt farmers 
with the virtues of this new crop. In contrast to similar 
meetings of today, it is signifi cant that the attendance was 
practically one hundred per cent farmers, county agents and 
members of various educational institutions. No particular 
interests at that time claimed the attention of the industrial 
world to a meeting of this kind.
 “The enthusiasm aroused by the possibilities of this 
crop, expressed itself at this fi rst meeting in the formation of 
an organization which was named, ‘The National Soybean 
Growers Association.’ Its purpose was largely educational; 
no membership dues were provided for...”
 “During this period the soybean rose from a freak crop 
in the garden to one that was threatening to challenge the 
claims of old King Corn himself, to the best acres on the 
farm... Soon soybean production reached a point beyond 
the needs of the farm itself, and new outlets were needed to 
prevent a surplus. As soon as such supplies were available, 
however, commercial fi rms quickly became interested in the 
possibilities offered in the processing of soybeans. In the 
minutes of the third business meeting of the Association, 
held in Chicago [Illinois] in 1922, appears this interesting 
statement: ‘Mr. I.C. Bradley, pioneer in soybean oil 
extraction in the cornbelt states, was called upon to discuss 
the possibilities of using domestic grown beans for crushing. 
Some very interesting and valuable information was given by 
Mr. Bradley concerning his experience in crushing corn belt 
soybeans for oil and oil meal.’
 “Thus the soybean in a few short years moved away 
from the farmers grain bin and entered the commercial 
world.”
 In 1925, at the winter meeting in Chicago, the old 
association was completely reorganized and renamed the 
American Soybean Association. “A constitution and by-laws 
were eventually adopted, a membership fee was included, 
and provisions were made to insure representation in the 
commercial and legislative fi eld through the activities 
of special committees. This last feature was especially 
important since it allowed opportunity for a tremendous 

broadening of the Association’s infl uence in fi elds that were 
sorely in need of attention.
 “For the past fourteen years, now, the American 
Soybean Association has carried on its work with varying 
degrees of success. There have been times when, apparently, 
it was practically extinct, but in each case it came back to 
life, strong and virile as ever, under the guidance of able 
and enthusiastic leaders. No longer was the Association 
able to confi ne its interests to problems of production. A 
highly complex situation has long since brought into the 
fact moving drama a demand that the American Soybean 
Association broaden its activities, not only to include 
production problems, but the more intricate ones of 
marketing, processing, and the ultimate utilization of the 
product.”
 During the past few years the legislative committee 
has been remarkably effective in “demanding and obtaining 
more protection against competing foreign products. Much 
of this committee work has been accomplished in the past by 
men who were willing to give freely of their time and money 
so that soybean growers everywhere might profi t thereby. 
That is the reason why we do not hesitate to insist that every 
grower should support this organization by becoming an 
active member.”
 Note: This is the earliest document seen (Oct. 2007) 
that contains the term ‘The National Soybean Growers 
Association,’ written with the word “Growers” (no 
apostrophe at the end) rather than “Growers’” The weight 
of the evidence favors the spelling “Growers’” (with an 
apostrophe) as being correct: (1) It was written this way 
fi rst (in April 1923), and (2) It was written this way more 
often (13 times vs. 6 times). Address: Secretary-Treasurer, 
American Soybean Assoc. [Clayton, Indiana].

108. Soybean Digest. 1940. Behind the scenes: The 
American Soybean Association, now of age, shifts interests 
with expansion of the industry. Nov. p. 2.
• Summary: This is a good 1-page history of the American 
Soybean Association. Contents: Introduction. First organized 
in 1920. Soybeans attain commercial status. Adopt new 
name. Emphasis shifts. Enter legislative fi eld.
 “For many years the culture and utilization of the 
soybean in the United States had been the work of pioneers... 
Through the efforts of growers and state colleges and 
experiment stations Soybean Field Days became quite 
common in many sections of the Corn Belt.”
 “First organized 1920: The fi rst movement to organize 
the soybean interests of America dates back to September 
3, 1920, at a mammoth soybean meeting held on the 
Soyland Farms, owned by the Fouts Brothers, Camden, 
Indiana. This meeting was called under the auspices of the 
Purdue Extension Department, primarily for the purpose 
of acquainting corn belt farmers with the virtues of this 
new crop. In contrast to similar meetings of today, it is 
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signifi cant that the attendance was practically one hundred 
percent farmers, county agents, and members of educational 
institution staffs.
 “The enthusiasm aroused by the possibilities of this 
crop expressed itself at this fi rst meeting in the formation 
of an organization which was named, ‘The National 
Soybean Growers Association’ [sic, ‘The National Soybean 
Growers’ Association’]. It’s purpose was largely educational; 
no membership dues were provided for, as the leaders 
anticipated no particular need for funds to carry on the 
program of the organization. Working in close cooperation 
with the agricultural experiment stations and extension 
departments in the different states, the Association, 
thus organized, carried on a comprehensive educational 
program during the next four years. This program proved of 
incalculable value to the future development of the industry.
 “Attain Commercial Status: During this period, the 
soybean rose from a freak crop in the garden to one that 
was threatening to challenge the claims of old King Corn 
himself to the best acres on the farm. The great Middlewest, 
somewhat bored by too much corn growing, seized on 
this new plant with gusto and began cultivating it in ever 
expanding acreages. Soon soybean production reached a 
point beyond the needs of the farm itself, and new outlets 
were needed to prevent a surplus.”
 In 1925 in Chicago, Illinois, the old association was 
completely reorganized and renamed “The American 
Soybean Association.”
 “Emphasis shifts: First interests of the organization 
were in the production fi eld. Today the Association is less 
concerned about questions of cultural practice, but is giving 
more and more attention to problems of utilization.”
 “Enter legislative fi eld: It was through the efforts 
of the Legislative Committee of the American Soybean 
Association, in cooperation with the American Farm Bureau 
Federation, the National Grange, and the Dairyman’s League 
that the $6.00 per ton tariff on imported soybean cake and 
meal was levied in 1928. This built the foundation for the 
Legislative Committee. Since that time it has assisted in the 
enactment of the Bailey Amendment to the 1936 Revenue 
Bill which levied a processing tax of from three to fi ve cents 
per pound on the chief foreign oils imported for processing.”

109. Dies, Edward J. 1942. A certain man of science 
(Document part). In: E.J. Dies. 1942. Soybeans: Gold from 
the Soil. New York, NY: The Macmillan Co. 122 p. See 
Chap. 1, p. 1-5. April. 21 cm.
• Summary: This chapter focuses on William Joseph Morse, 
C.V. Piper (his mentor at USDA), and soybean pioneers in 
the United States. Morse was born in 1884 around Lowville, 
New York, the son of John Baptist Morse. On June 20, 
1907 Morse was handed his degree at Cornell University. 
Two days later he reported for duty at the Bureau of Plant 
Industry, within the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 

Washington, DC. There he was assigned to work under 
Dr. C.V. Piper, “a man of intense enthusiasm and vision, 
a plant scientist of superior talent. Young Morse was 
placed in charge of forage crop investigations at Arlington 
Experimental Farm in Virginia, where a dozen or so distinct 
types were being nurtured. Dr. Piper became his constant 
companion there on Sundays, evenings and at other odd 
times, talking, dreaming, painting word pictures of a future 
agricultural economy in which the little bean would play a 
tremendous role.
 “’Young fellow,’ he used to say, ‘these beans are gold 
from the soil. Yes, sir, gold from the soil. One must truly 
stand in awe of their potential power in the life of the 
western world.’
 “In some strange way Dr. Piper seems to have turned a 
switch in the heart of young Morse and created there a strong 
desire to see through to the fi nal act the colorful and exciting 
drama of the soybean.
 “And so for thirty-four years, heedless of material 
gain or personal honor, shy, modest, but with the repressed 
intensity of a crusader, Bill Morse has carried with steady 
hand the lamp lighted by Dr. Piper. By the irony of fate 
Piper the Prophet passed away without tasting the joy of full 
success that came from their joint labors.”
 In the early years, interest in the new crop ebbed and 
fl owed. Most saw it as an oriental curiosity; few believed it 
would become a major crop.
 Morse began writing factual articles about the soybean; 
“he started talking with farmers and to other scientists; he 
made a journey through the South as early as 1914, when 
soybeans were grown principally in eastern North Carolina, 
to study the feasibility of cottonseed mills launching a 
soybean crushing industry, and found the time too early.
 “But the army of Morse disciples grew, his desk at the 
Forage Crops division became an offi cial clearing house of 
information, and in 1919 [sic, Sept. 1920] there was formed 
the American Soybean Association and Bill Morse served as 
president for three terms, helping to unify and direct a new 
and more forceful crusade of research and experimentation. 
He wrote and published more than forty offi cial government 
bulletins, made hundreds of addresses, inspired scores of 
agrarians, research experts, plants scientists and industrialists 
to new endeavors, and brought in from distant lands more 
than ten thousand samples of soybeans, including those 
gathered in the two years (1929-31) as an agricultural 
explorer for the government.
 “So the work of Bill Morse, the agreeable, easy-going 
Senior Agronomist, runs like a bright thread through the 
whole tapestry of soybean development in the western 
world.”
 “Bill Morse would be the fi rst to cry out against any 
implication that credit for the amazing development be 
given to one or two men. True, he has only lighted the way 
with indomitable courage and persistence. There have been 
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many helpers–the brilliant Burlison, the persistent, thorough 
Hackleman of the University of Illinois, Beeson and 
Ostrander of Indiana, Delwiche and Briggs of Wisconsin, 
Wilkins of Iowa, Park of Ohio, Wiggans of Cornell [New 
York], and Williams of North Carolina–all top-fl ight in their 
respective fi elds, and Barr of the Department of Agriculture 
with his research in commercial grades.
 Then there were the real pioneers among the growers–in 
Illinois, John T. Smith and W.E. Riegel; in Ohio, Elmer and 
E.F. (Soybean) Johnson, and G.G. McIlroy; in Indiana, J.B. 
Edmondson, the three Fouts brothers, and the late Charles 
Meharry, charming, lovable enthusiast who sometimes stirred 
fi res that had begun dying out at the universities. All were 
close friends and co-workers of such early processors as I. 
Clark Bradley, the late A.E. Staley, whose life story is closely 
associated with the soybean, and E.D. Funk. All of them 
made their early contributions–important contributions–to 
the birth of a new industry, a hundred million dollar annual 
industry that has changed the Midwest landscape...”
 “Prophet Piper dreamed the dream and saw the miracle 
bean as ‘gold from the soil.’
 “Crusader Morse helped make the dream come true.”
 A table (p. 5) shows soybean acreage, yield, and 
production from 1924 to 1941. During this time acreage 
has increased more than 12-fold from 448,000 to 5,855,000 
acres. Yield as increased 88% from 11.0 to 20.7 bushels/
acre. Production has increased more than 21-fold from 4.947 
million to 106.712 million bushels. Address: USA.

110. Burlison, W.L. 1942. Soybeans. Paper presented on 
Aug. 21. 7 p. 28 cm.
• Summary: It is not known to what group or where Prof. 
Burlison presented this paper, which begins: “Almost 
overnight the midwest has boomed as an ‘arsenal’ of food 
and oil for the United Nations, and it has done it with one of 
Japan’s own crops–the soybean.
 “Today, less than a year after Pearl Harbor, precious war 
material is being rolled out in a record crop of more than 14 
million acres of soybeans, most of which is concentrated in 
fi ve or six midwestern states. Out of those beans will come 
four and a half million tons of oil–oil for explosives, for 
food, for paint and varnish for U.S. fl eets and oil medicines.”
 “If agriculture has any miracles, this is one of them, 
and only the midwest could have done it. Science, fertile 
fi elds, big farms and power machinery, coupled with 
the cooperation and pioneering spirit of industry and of 
organized agriculture, have made a major industrial and 
wartime crop out of what was once little more than a 
curiosity and a luxury. Even until just recently it was just 
‘cattle and hog feed,’”
 In 1804 soybeans were fi rst grown in the United States 
in Pennsylvania. In 1829 Thomas Nuttall tried growing the 
soybean in a botanical garden in the eastern United States.
 “Midwest ‘pioneers’ mentioned along with Morse as 

champions and sponsors of this ‘wonder’ crop are Profs. 
W.L. Burlison, J.C. Hackleman and C.M. Woodworth, of 
the University of Illinois; Illinois farmers such as the late 
Charles L. MeHarry [sic, Meharry], John T. Smith and 
W.E. Riegel; Profs. W.A. Ostrander and Keller Beeson, of 
Purdue University; Fouts Brothers, on whose Indiana farm 
the American Soybean Association was organized; Johnson 
Brothers, Ohio farmers [Edward Franklin “Soybean” 
Johnson (1889-1961), and Elmer Solomon Johnson (1879-
1920) of Stryker, Ohio], and I.C. Bradley, pioneer processor 
of soybeans.
 “As a result of their pioneering efforts single farmers in 
Illinois are now growing more soybeans than were grown 
in the entire United States 40 or 50 years ago. Alfred and 
Eugene Knight, for instance, have 1,040 acres in soybeans 
on the 1,800-acre tract they are farming near Fithian, Illinois. 
They have 700 acres planted in rows for cultivation and 
weed control, and 480 acres in a single fi eld. At one place on 
their land there are beans for a solid mile.”
 J.E. Johnson, manager of the Knight farms, is vice-
president of the American Soybean Association, chairman 
of the Illinois Farm Chemurgic Council, and a member of 
the board of directors of the Illinois Crop Improvement 
Association.
 “As recently as 1909 only 2,000 acres of soybean were 
reported in the census fi gures for the whole of the United 
States, and most of these were grown for hay and feed.” 
“All this has meant a sweeping diversifi cation of midwest 
agriculture.”
 Location: Univ. of Illinois at Urbana Archives, 
Department of Agronomy Subject File, Record Series 8/6/2, 
Box 18. Folder: Soybeans. Address: Urbana, Illinois.

111. Let’s Live. 1942. Soybeans go to war and gain on the 
home front: Highly nutritious vegetable comes into its own. 
Dec. 30. p. 5.
• Summary: “’Ten million boosters for the soybean,’ predicts 
Col. Rohland A. Isker, Q.M.C., Subsistence Laboratory, 
Chicago, for its in the army now... ‘If the soldier is given a 
good soy product, he will come home a booster,’ says the 
colonel. The army goal is ten million; hence ten million 
boosters for this nutritious vegetable.
 The principal use by the army of soybean fl our up to the 
present has been in K Biscuits. The chief function underlying 
its use is to provide as complete a non-meat protein as 
possible.”
 There are also comments by (1) H.A. Olendorf, 
president; Soy Flour Association. (2) A.A. Levinson, Soya 
Products Division, The Glidden Company. (3) Dr. Louise 
Stanley, chief, Bureau of Home Economics, Washington, 
DC.
 “All were lavish in their praise of the soybean and gave 
it high ranking in accomplishing Secretary Wickard’s famous 
saying: ‘Food will win the war and write the peace.’”
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 Note: “Claude Raymond Wickard (February 28, 1893–
April 29, 1967) served as Secretary of Agriculture under 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt from 1940 to 1945. Wickard 
was born on his family farm in Carroll County, Indiana, near 
Camden. He graduated from Purdue University in 1915, with 
a bachelor’s degree in agriculture, and was chosen as ‘Master 
Farmer of Indiana’ in 1927 for his improvements in stock 
feeding and farming. Elected to the Indiana Senate in 1932, 
he was appointed as Undersecretary of Agriculture. When 
Henry A. Wallace resigned as Secretary of Agriculture in 
1941 to become Vice-President of the United States, Wickard 
succeeded to the post. During World War II, Wickard headed 
the War Foods Administration, promoting increased farm 
production as a matter of patriotism. His slogan was ‘Food 
Will Win the War and Write the Peace’” (Source: Wikipedia 
May 2010).

112. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1943. Death 
claims Finis Fouts. April 3. p. 1, col. 7.
• Summary: Finis Ewing Fouts, age 76, of Galveston 
R.R. 2 [Cass Co.], died on Saturday afternoon [April 3] at 
12:05 p.m. in the Cass county hospital, where he was taken 
yesterday. He had been ill for about two weeks.
 The son of Solomon and Margaret (Bridge) Fouts, he 
was born on 21 Nov. 1866 in Deer Creek township [Carroll 
County, Indiana].
 He is survived by his widow, Louanna; one son, Glen, of 
Deer Creek Township; three daughters, Mrs. Roy Thornburn 
(Chicago, Illinois), Mrs. Wendell Morton (Lebanon, Indiana), 
and Mrs. Lawrence Rinehart (Kokomo, Indiana); three 
step-children, Mrs. Alpha Gray (Lafayette), Mrs. Kenneth 
Logan (Chicago), and Frank Junior Shanks (at home); four 
sisters, Mrs. George Guard (Flora, Indiana), Mrs. O.M. Jones 
(Danville, Illinois), Mrs. A.J. Getty and Mrs. Ed Grace (both 
of Fort Wayne, Indiana); a brother, Taylor Fouts, Carroll 
County; 19 grandchildren and one great grandchild.
 The body was taken to the Chase-Miller mortuary and 
will be returned to the residence on Sunday morning.
 Funeral services will be conducted at the Deer Creek 
Presbyterian Church on Tuesday afternoon at 2 o’clock, with 
the Rev. A.C. Ramsay offi ciating. He will be buried in the 
Deer Creek cemetery. Friends are asked to omit fl owers.
 Shorter, less prominent, and later versions of this article 
appeared in: (1) Logansport Press 6 April 1943, p. 2, col. 7. 
“Deaths.” (2) Galveston Leader 8 April 1943, p. 5, col. 1. 
“Finis E. Fouts succumbs at hospital.” None of these three 
articles mentioned his pioneering work with soybeans in 
Indiana.

113. Soybean Digest. 1944. American Soybean Association 
will hold its silver jubilee at Urbana, Illinois, September 12-
13, 1944. May. p. 11.
• Summary: A large table lists the ASA’s annual meetings 
and offi cers, 1920-1944 inclusive. 1st annual meeting. Sept. 

1, 1920, Camden, Indiana. President: Taylor Fouts, Camden, 
Indiana. Secretary: W.A. Ostrander, Lafayette, Indiana. 
2nd. Sept. 1, 1921, Urbana & Tolono, Illinois. President: 
W.E. Riegel, Tolono, Illinois. Secretary: W.A. Ostrander. 
3rd. Sept. 1, 1922, Columbia, Missouri. President: C.E. 
Carter, Columbia, Missouri. Secretary: W.A. Ostrander. 
4th. Sept. 11, 1923, Madison, Wisconsin. President: G.M. 
Briggs, Madison, Wisconsin. Secretary: W.A. Ostrander. 
5th. Aug. 29-30, 1924, Ames, Iowa. President: W.J. Morse, 
Washington, D.C. Secretary: C.L. Meharry, Attica, Indiana.
 6th annual meeting. Sept. 1-3, 1925, Washington, 
DC. President: W.J. Morse. Secretary: C.L. Meharry. 7th. 
Aug. 10-12, 1925, Stoneville, Clarksdale, and Greenville, 
Mississippi. President: W.E. Ayres, Stoneville, Mississippi. 
Secretary: C.L. Meharry. 8th. Aug. 9-11, 1927, Belhaven, 
Washington, and Elizabeth City, North Carolina. President: 
F.P. Latham, Belhaven, North Carolina. Secretary: W.E. 
Ayres. 9th. Aug. 15-17, 1928, Camden and Lafayette, 
Indiana. President: Taylor Fouts. Secretary: W.E. Ayres. 10th. 
Aug. 22-24, 1929, Guelph, Ontario, Canada. President: G.I. 
Christie, Guelph, Canada. Secretary: J.B. Edmondson.
 11th annual meeting. Sept. 10-12, 1930. Urbana, Illinois. 
President: W.L. Burlison, Urbana, Illinois. Secretary: J.B. 
Edmondson. 12th. Aug. 17-18, 1931, Columbia, Missouri. 
President: W.C. Etheridge, Columbia, Missouri. Secretary: 
W.L. Burlison. 13th. Sept. 2-3, 1932, Washington D.C. 
President: W.J. Morse. Secretary: J.B. Park. 14th. Aug. 3-5, 
1933, Baton Rouge and Houma, Louisiana. President: John 
Gray, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Secretary: W.E. Ayres. 15th. 
Aug. 22-24, 1934, Little Rock and Stuttgart and Marianna, 
Arkansas [Jacob Hartz of Stuttgart spoke]. President: C.K. 
McClelland, Fayetteville, Arkansas. Secretary: P.A. Webber.
 16th annual meeting. Aug. 22-24, 1935, Evansville 
and Lafayette, Indiana. President: K.E. Beeson, Lafayette, 
Indiana. Secretary: P.A. Webber. 17th. Sept. 14-16, 1936, 
Ames and Cedar Rapids and Hudson, Iowa. President: E.C. 
Dyas, Ames, Iowa. Secretary: K.E. Beeson. 18th. Sept. 
14-16, 1937, Urbana, Illinois. President: J.C. Hackleman, 
Urbana, Illinois. Secretary: K.E. Beeson. 19th. Sept. 12-14, 
1938, Columbus and Wooster, Ohio. President: J.B. Park, 
Columbus, Ohio. Secretary: K.E. Beeson. 20th. Sept. 11-12, 
1939, Madison, Wisconsin. President: G.G. McIlroy, Irwin, 
Ohio. Secretary: J.B. Edmondson.
 21st annual meeting. Aug. 18-20, 1940, Dearborn, 
Michigan [Hosted by Henry Ford]. President: G.G. McIlroy. 
Secretary: J.B. Edmondson. 22nd. Sept. 12-13, 1941, Ames 
and Des Moines, Iowa. President: G.G. McIlroy. Secretary: 
J.B. Edmondson. 23rd. Sept. 15-17, 1942, Lafayette, Indiana. 
President: D.G. Wing, Mechanicsburg, Ohio. Secretary: 
G.M. Strayer. 24th. Sept. 5-7, 1943, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
President: D.G. Wing. Secretary: G.M. Strayer. 25th. Sept. 
12-13, 1944, Urbana, Illinois. President: J.E. Johnson, 
Champaign, Illinois. Secretary: G.M. Strayer.
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114. American Soybean Association, Silver Jubilee Meeting, 
Urbana, Illinois (Photograph). 1944. Sept. 12-13.
• Summary: Back row–left to right: C.K. McClelland 
(Arkansas). Jacob Hartz (Arkansas). R.G. Wiggans (Cornell 
Univ., New York). K.E. Beeson (Indiana). David Wing 
(Ohio). W.E. Riegel (Illinois).
 Front row–left to right: S.B. Edmondston, Indiana. 
John T. Smith (Illinois). Taylor Fouts (Indiana). W.J. Morse 
(USDA, Washington, D.C.). George Briggs (Wisconsin). J.C. 
Hackleman (Illinois).
 This digital photo, with caption and date, was sent 
to Soyfoods Center by Joyce Garrison (William Morse’s 
granddaughter) of West Hartford, Connecticut (July 2004).

115. Fouts, Taylor. 1944. Soyland saga. Soybean Digest. 
Sept. p. 15-16.
• Summary: “Taylor Fouts was growing soybeans 40 years 
ago [near Deer Creek, in Carroll County, Indiana]. First 
meeting of A.S.A. [American Soybean Association] was held 
on his farm, Soyland, and he served as president in 1920 and 
1928. He gives an account of his experiences with the crop.”
 “About the turn of the century the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, being aware of the potential worth of a seed-
bearing legume, began to distribute soya seeds to farmers for 
experimental purposes. Some seeds fell on fertile soil, such 
as the hands of Isaac Smith (Soybean Smith), of Warren, 
Indiana [in Warren County, southeast of Carroll County]. 
He talked and wrote about them, and his experiences and 
observations were ‘good news’ to many farmers confronted 
with clover problems, and more effi cient rations for the 
livestock. All glory to this man of the late 1890s.

 “About 1896 or 1898 my father [Solomon Fouts] was 
recipient of free seeds from the U.S.D.A. These included two 
varieties of cowpeas and two varieties of soybeans. These 
were drilled across a cornfi eld, one row each, and attracted 
considerable attention by the end of the season, particularly 
the soybeans because of their erect growth and promising 
seed production. A lasting impression was made upon the lad 
[Taylor] who resolved to do something about them when the 
school years were over. Doubtless much seed fell on other 
fertile soil and may have aroused suffi cient interest to start a 
soybean nucleus in many parts of the Cornbelt.”
 During his years as a student at Purdue University, 
Taylor “became convinced that the whole Cornbelt needed 
soybeans and would like them for keeps. So in the spring of 
1904 seed was collected from the Indiana Experiment Station 
and Soybean Smith, enough to plant 4 acres, 1 acre each of 
Ogema, Ito San, Early Brown and Hollybrook. The seed-bed 
was too fi ne, the seed was drilled too deep, rains were heavy. 
Lesson No. 1 was almost a knockout. Fortunately a few spots 
came through and proved their worth by a splendid growth. 
I mowed with a scythe and doodled, fl ailed out the precious 
seed on the barn fl oor, and prepared it for another trial in 
1905. More soys each year and by 1907 the varieties were Ito 
San and Hollybrook.
 “Incidentally, Mrs. Fouts was obliged to postpone her 
wedding day until those soybeans were threshed. We fi nally 
set October 24 [1907] as being amply late, but I just fi nished 
threshing at noon that very day. We were married at 3 p.m. 
and were off for the long-planned honeymoon.
 “So 1907 was an eventful year for three reasons: (1) 
our father completed his career, a true, typical pioneer of 80 
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years, prosperous and honored; (2) I had 200 bushels of seed 
beans, a unique possession; and (3) I had a companion for a 
home, a true helpmate indeed.
 “By 1908 we ventured drilling soybeans with the corn, 
so that our western lambs to be purchased in September 
would have a more balanced ration. My two older brothers 
took readily to this plan and thereafter grew soybeans as a 
habit.”
 “A soybean day in September 1910 [at Taylor Fouts’ 
farm] was sponsored by the Purdue agricultural extension 
department and our county agent and proved quite a help in 
creating interest in the crop. Report of this demonstration 
reached Illinois, and a few days later in drove two ‘suckers’–
Chas. L. Meharry and Wm. Riegel, all the way from Tolono. 
They came in a new, open top Buick roadster, with the 
cute single seat high up behind. I was interested in this car 
(although the new Ford was peeping out of the shed door) 
and they were intensely interested in soybeans. So we talked 
and walked and thus began the friendship that was to be 
mutually helpful through all the years. I think that their visit 
in 1910 inspired the marvelous development of soybean 
production in Illinois.”
 The price of soybeans “ranged for many years 
around $2.00 to $2.50 per bushel due to the big gamble in 
germination and seasonal demand, and the crude tools of 
production. By 1917 war prices began to show up to $3.00 
was a going price. In 1918 it was around $5.00 and I believe 
1919 probably reached the peak at $6.00 to $8.00 a bushel. 
At the end of that period we were offered $10.00 per bushel 
so we scoured the community for remnants from seeding and 
shipped 30 bushels for $300.00.
 “First elevator: An old pioneer type elevator was 
purchased at Camden about 1914, remodeled and equipped 
with recleaning and grading mill and elevators for preparing 
and storage of our seed beans. This was perhaps the fi rst 
soybean elevator devoted exclusively to the handling and 
shipping of soybean in the U.S.
 “Another soybean day was held at Fouts Bros. Farms in 
1916–more acres, varieties and experiences, and more folks 
to see and talk. By this time there were regional meetings of 
this kind and interest was quite general. The name Soyland 
was adopted for the farm in 1918 and seemed to fi t.
 “Thus with the general popularity of soybeans 
throughout all the Midwest states it seemed an opportune 
time in 1920 to stage a Cornbelt soybean conference. This 
was sponsored by Purdue’s agricultural staff with county 
agents cooperating, and also ably assisted by the agronomy 
departments of the adjoining states and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture crop specialist. It was deemed best to stage 
the meeting on some farm with a background of soybean 
experience and a going demonstration of how to grow and 
utilize the crop. Soyland about fi lled the bill. We responded 
for the occasion by seeding a number of variety plots. We 
grew 150 acres designed for seed and hay, and planted 

soybeans in over 200 acres of our corn. It was a favorable 
year and demonstrations showed well. By the ‘Day’ we had 
hay plots showing how and why. In the corn-bean fi eld we 
had a sample load of black-faced lambs browsing on the 
luxurious soy-leaves, and how they liked their new home. 
The gaps in the fence were opened so the shotes roamed at 
leisure in the ‘paradise soon to be.’ Several neighbors also 
had excellent fi elds of soybeans.
 “Yes, ‘Soyland’ was all set for September 3, 1920, and 
the weather man was kind indeed, for you notice it was cool 
enough to wear our coats. The soybeaners came from all the 
Midwest states and the U.S.D.A.–and some stragglers with 
pencils–over 1,000 of them. Inspection of the various fi elds 
was made during the forenoon.
 “At noon they all lined up for the cafeteria lunch that 
the Presbyterian Ladies Aid had so well planned. There were 
sandwiches galore, soybean salads, coffee [non-soy] and a 
sumptuous layout of pies. The soybeaners all crunched the 
roasted and salted soybeans as though they were a rare treat. 
Soybeans were even set to music that day, when a quartet 
of local growers sang a very appropriately worded song, 
‘Growing Soybeans to Get Along.’” Note 1. The lyrics, given 
below, were fi rst published in Vol. II of the Proceedings of 
the American Soybean Association.
 “It seemed an opportune time to form defi nite 
organization. At that time the name, ‘National Soybean 
Growers Association,’ was appropriate, and that name was 
agreed upon. However, in a short time the industrial aspects 
of the potential crop indicated a more comprehensive name, 
and the American Soybean Association was adopted and has 
been most satisfactory.
 “The honor of being its fi rst president was kindly 
bestowed upon the host of this fi rst national fi eld day, and 
its secretary was the late Chas. L. Meharry, par excellence. 
It was unanimously agreed that a soybean fi eld day be held 
each year as a vital activity of the Association.”
 A photo shows Taylor Fouts standing with his wife and 
two daughters. From left to right: Taylor, Pauline Fouts, Mrs. 
Lillie May Wagoner Fouts, and Mary Margaret Fouts.
 Note 2. This article was written by Taylor Fouts for 
the 25th anniversary of the American Soybean Association. 
Address: Camden, Indiana.

116. Fouts, Taylor. 1944. Re: Photo of 1920 soybean 
meeting at Soyland. Letterhead of Taylor Fouts. 1 p. Without 
signature on letterhead.
• Summary: A photo from an article titled “It’s fun to 
remember,” by W.A. Ostrander (published in Soybean 
Digest, Sept. 1944, p. 17) is pasted on Taylor Fouts’ 
letterhead. The photo is titled “1,000 at fi rst meeting.” Below 
it Taylor has written: “In our yard and fi elds.”
 In the top center of the letterhead is written “Taylor 
Fouts.” Directly below that “Camden, Ind.” [Indiana]. In the 
upper left corner is a logo inside the outlines of the state of 
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Indiana. In a circle is written: “Fouts Bros. Soyland Camden, 
Ind. Certifi ed.” Below that: “Soyland seeds are–Selected 
right. Grown right. Cleaned right. Priced right, by Fouts 
Bros.”
 In the upper right corner of the letterhead is written: 
“Soyland Farms, located State Road 29, near Deer Creek, 
Eastern Carroll County, Deer Creek Co-op Tel. Co. + + + 
Products: Certifi ed seeds, soybeans, wheat, corn, live stock.” 
Address: Camden, Indiana.

117. Ostrander, W.A. 1944. It’s fun to remember [the birth 
of the American Soybean Assoc.]. Soybean Digest. Sept. p. 
16-17.
• Summary: One of the best early histories of the A.S.A. It 
all began on the Fouts Bros. farms near Camden, Indiana. 
The author, now a farm manager, was formerly a member of 
the Purdue University faculty. He was one of the founding 
spirits of ASA and served as its secretary for the fi rst four 
years. “The American Soybean Association grew out of 
the soybean campaign that was started in 1920 in Indiana 
because we needed a larger acreage of legumes in the 
cornbelt rotation. Clover was failing us possibly because of 
soil acidity, its biennial growth, or things we didn’t know 
anything about. Soybeans looked like an answer.”
 “It was in the fall of 1920 that we in Indiana decided to 
have a sort of statewide get-together to see where we stood 
on the soybean situation, appraise what we had, and outline 
where we were going. We had had county soybean fi eld 
meetings over the entire state and it seemed right that we 
hold a big get-together to fi nish it up. As we worked out the 
plan for this meeting it occurred to us that a good neighbor 
policy would be to invite the growers and experiment station 
men from our surrounding states to join us. Start it off with 
a bang. So out of that which started to be a state meeting 
was a Cornbelt meeting and out of it the American Soybean 
Association. All this on the Fouts Bros. farms near Camden, 
Indiana. Our idea was to take the soybeans to the farmer 
and the farmer to the fi elds of soybeans in his country. 
Conversion on the ground.
 “The response to this meeting was away above what 
A.L. Hodgson, County Agricultural Agent of Carroll County, 
and I had any reason to expect. Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, and Kentucky sent growers, county agents and 
men from the experiment stations. Over a thousand came. 
We fed them well. The start was made.
 “All speeches were limited to three minutes; it shut off 
some of the long-winded folks but it gave all a chance.
 “G.I. Christie reported for Indiana. He said we had 
200,000 acres and thought he had the record stopped and I 
guess it was for the day. No one dared to go higher, but this 
year it is just 10 times that amount, 2 million acres. In those 
days we counted every acre that had a bean on it, in the corn, 
for hay and for seed.
 “W.L. Burlison of Illinois said there were 25,000 acres 

in his state and more in sight. He was right. Last year they 
had 4 million acres.
 “George Briggs was modest in reporting 4,000 acres for 
Wisconsin and he still is modest for they had 115,000 acres 
there last year.
 “Wallace Hanger of Ohio surmised that Ohio had 15,000 
acres and there the acreage is now 1,500,000.
 “Iowa reported 50,000 acres and now has 2,200,000 
acres and still going strong.
 C.R. McGee [Megee] of Michigan said they were just 
getting going with 5,000 acres but they now have 150,000 
acres.”
 “After visiting the soybean fi elds on the three Fouts 
Bros. farms, eating soybeans and talking our heads off and 
making many new friends, it was decided to hold a winter 
meeting at the time of the International Hay & Grain Show 
at Chicago, to keep the iron hot and to carry on. The fi rst 
meeting was held on the bridge connecting the two exhibit 
rooms as we were not considered important or big enough 
to rate a room. Each year our numbers grew until we had to 
have the largest room they had. At these winter meetings we 
hashed over the latest soybean fi ndings, worked on standards 
for the grading of the crop, talked over certifi cation rules and 
always as a fi nal job selected the state in which was to be 
held the summer meeting. Each year it was to be a different 
state.
 “Our fi rst big problems were better varieties, methods or 
harvesting, and the utilization of the crop.
 “Just by a lucky break we brought the Manchu down 
from Michigan and this was our fi rst unintentional success, 
a bean that was a ‘natural’ for the Cornbelt at that time. It 
did well most anywhere for hay or grain and did not shatter 
as did those we had. We were growing largely the old so-
called Hollybrook (the Association changed its name to the 
Midwest) and the Ito San was our early variety. Our big 
headache was the harvesting of the crop... A combine seemed 
to be the answer.
 “Then came the utilization of the crop. Up to 1920 we 
had been using all soybeans produced in the Cornbelt for 
seed, for hay, hogging off and seed again. It was not a grain 
crop yet. We went to the oil extraction companies and they 
said sure we will put in additional machinery to take care 
of them as soon as you have the quantity to make it worth 
while. Back to the farmers we went but they came right back 
and said sure we will put in more acreage and glad to as soon 
as we are certain we can get rid of the crop at a fair price. 
So–there we were. It is too long a tale to tell all that came 
and went until the oil plant at Chicago Heights was taking all 
beans offered. It was the old hydraulic system and it worked 
fairly well. The late Russel East and I got the corn starch 
plant at Edinboro, Indiana, to try some beans through their 
Anderson Expellers. It worked. It wasn’t long then before 
Bloomington, Monticello, and Taylorville, Illinois, had 
plants and that chapter was ended.
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 “It had not been hard to sell the idea to our farmers that 
they were wise to grow their own protein feed. That was a 
natural. When we fed the soybeans alone as a supplement the 
oil in the beans gave us soft pork and that was a black eye for 
a few years but now that, too, has been eliminated.
 “Where we fell down the worst, as I see it now, was that 
we did not stress the human food side stronger. We talked 
about it enough but got nowhere. The principal reason, I 
believe, was in our shortsightedness in not dropping the word 
‘bean’ and just using the word ‘soy.’ Let’s give away half of 
the name after we work on the grain and open up the road to 
unlimited food uses of this best of all protein grains raised on 
our farms.
 “Many still with us: One of the fi ne things as we look 
back over the past 25 years is that so many of the boys that 
were with us at that fi rst meeting are still going strong for 
soys. I don’t believe the old mainspring, W.J. Morse of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, has missed a single 
meeting, at least not of his own volition. Probably the ones 
we miss most are the two Fouts Bros., Noah and Finis, 
Charles Meharry and Dean J.H. Skinner. They were always 
on hand. You can not meet Burlison, Hackleman or Bill 
Riegel of Illinois without talking soybeans. George Briggs of 
Wisconsin is still his old soybean story self.
 “Helms of Missouri, McGee [Megee] of Michigan, and 
Hanger of Ohio still talk of that fi rst meeting under the trees 
on the Fouts farm. Hughes of Iowa is as strong as ever for 
the beans and Christie, while he has been gone to Canada, 
this some time, can still tell a tall soybean story. Our own 
A.T. Wiancko here in Indiana, who guided us so well from 
behind the scenes, is still the active pusher for soys that he 
always was.
 “We have been making soybean history in the 
Association for the past 25 years. If we can go on as much 
farther in the next 25 years–soybean history will have been 
made.”
 Photos show: (1) “The birthplace of the A.S.A.” The 
three Fouts brothers, Taylor, Finis, and Noah (from left to 
right, each wearing a hat, coat, and tie) standing in front of 
a barn on which is written “Soyland–Taylor Fouts,” at the 
fi rst meeting of the ASA, September 1920. (2) “1,000 at 
fi rst meeting.” The top half of this photo shows hundreds 
of attendees seated on the grass under trees in the yard at 
Soyland listening to a speech. “Attendance was far beyond 
that expected, with representatives from many states.” The 
bottom half shows 25-30 mean and women standing in a 
soybean fi eld at Soyland. Address: Lafayette, Indiana.

118. Riegel, W.E. 1944. Twenty-fi ve years of soybean 
growing in America. Soybean Digest. Sept. p. 23-24.
• Summary: “Prominent among the early soybean growers in 
the Midwest, who began to study and visualize the possible 
future of this new crop as early as 1890 in Illinois was 
J.C. Utter of Wabash County, later followed by Stoddard, 

Hurrelbrink, Rowe, Allen, Meharry, Smith, Oathout, and 
Riegel. In Indiana were the Fouts Brothers of Carroll County, 
J.B. Edmondson of Hendricks County, and Frank Goodwine 
of Warren County. In Ohio were Glen G. McIlroy of Union 
County and Leonard Hill of Miami County. In Iowa, Bert 
Strayer, William McArthur, John Sand, and J.W. Horlacher 
were some of the earlier growers. Many other states like 
Wisconsin, Missouri, and the Carolinas had their earlier 
growers and champions.”
 “As early as 1915 demonstration projects were set up 
in different counties in the various states for the purpose 
of acquainting farmers with the new soybean crop and 
its culture.” “Early processors: The value of such fi eld 
demonstrations may be illustrated by referring to some 
of Illinois’ early progress. First in 1920, Illinois had three 
demonstrations in the state and in 1925, 28 counties had 
demonstration plots. This brought the soybean work to the 
very front door of many farmers.
 “Second in 1922, approximately 50 bushels of a pure 
selection of Manchu soybeans were introduced into the state 
from A.A. Evans, West Branch, Michigan, and certifi cation 
of that seed started. A soybean survey made at the end of 
1927 indicated that the Manchu occupied between 65 to 
70 percent of the commercial soybean-producing area in 
Illinois.
 “Third, the rapidity with which farmers have changed 
to new and better varieties of a crop is illustrated by the 
swing from Manchu to Illini... Illini was introduced into the 
(demonstration) plots in 1924 and was released for increase 
in 1926. A survey made in the fall of 1930 showed the Illini 
on three-fourths of the commercial acreage.
 “A very defi nite ‘bottle neck’ began to show up in the 
soybean production in the early ‘20’s, because of the lack of 
proper harvesting equipment. The small grain harvesting and 
threshing machinery was not at all adequate and satisfactory. 
Due to the fact that soybean were not ready to harvest until 
late fall, the soybean grower encountered many diffi culties, 
such as fall rains, mud, competing with corn harvest, etc.
 “As early as 1920, at a large soybean meeting held on 
the Fouts Brothers farm at Camden, Indiana, Taylor Fouts 
showed us a small direct harvesting machine for soybeans. 
I am sure that the most optimistic persons attending that 
meeting did not realize that the combine harvester would 
become prominent in harvesting soybeans so quickly.
 “In the fall of 1924 Garwood Brothers used the 
fi rst combine in the state of Illinois to harvest soybeans. 
Fortunately the fi rst combines which came into the soybean 
fi elds did a good enough job to prove that they had a future 
in soybean harvesting, but they were far from being perfect. 
Consequently for several years, many of the combine 
builders spent days and weeks with their respective machines 
in the soybean fi elds. From 1926 to about 1930 it was no 
uncommon sight to see a carload of men, including president, 
vice-president, chief engineer and the best mechanics the 
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company had drive into the soybean fi eld and spend plenty 
of time, not only studying to improve their own machine but 
not missing an opportunity to see what improvements the 
other manufacturers had made. The agricultural engineers 
of the various college made a very defi nite contribution in 
helping improve the combine. As an example, during those 
early years Mr. Blauser and Mr. Young of our own [Illinois 
Univ.] Agricultural Engineering Department spent many 
days in the fi elds behind the combine gleaning the straw and 
stubble for wasted soybeans.
 “Another stalemate in the development of the soybean 
industry seemed unavoidable previous to the establishing 
of a commercial market for the surplus beans. The earlier 
popularity and demand for seed kept pace with production 
for a few years but in the early 20’s many of the producers 
began to see the day when the demand for seed beans 
would not be equal to the crop harvested. Efforts to fi nd a 
commercial processor willing to help pioneer a new industry 
made relatively slow progress. The processor immediately 
found it diffi cult to interest manufacturers of mixed-feeds 
in soybean products. They were reluctant to attempt to add 
soybean oil meal to their formulas because there was no 
assurance of being able to get the needed amount each year. 
The producer, at the same time, was thinking about reducing 
his acreage of soybeans because he feared there would 
not be a market outlet for his beans. This rather uncertain 
production program came to a climax in 1928.
 “Peoria Plan: As a result of suggestions made in the 
winter of 1927-28, H.G. Atwood, president, and Arthur G. 
Heidrick, vice president, of Allied Mills offered to discuss 
the possibilities of working out a marketing plan for the 
increased output of soybeans. At a conference attended by 
Messrs. Atwood, Heidrick, James McConnell of G.L.F. 
Farms, Farm Adviser Wilfred Shaw and J.C. Hackleman, 
a plan was formulated for underwriting the production of 
50,000 acres of soybeans. Press and radio helped acquaint 
producers with the program.”
 “This guaranteed price for soybeans did not stop in 1928 
but was renewed in 1929 not only with Illinois but was also 
offered to Indiana and Ohio. This was surely the turning 
point in soybean history.
 “In the winter of 1928-29 a small group of members 
of the American Soybean Association, Walter Godchaux of 
Louisiana, C.L. Meharry of Indiana, John T. Smith and W.E. 
Riegel of Illinois went to Washington [DC] in the interest 
of tariff protection in soybeans, soybean oil and soybean oil 
meal. Until 1930 soybean producers had very little protection 
on beans and oil and none on the meal.
 “With the increased demand for soybean products 
in the United States, many people felt that our soybean 
farmers should not and could not compete with the Orient in 
producing cheap soybeans. As the result of the committee’s 
week in Washington, we now enjoy the protection of the 
tariff passed June 18, 1930, of $1.20 per bushel on soybeans, 

3½ cents per pound on soy oil and $6.00 per ton on soy oil 
and meal.” Also discusses the Peoria Plan, and the NSPA, 
soybean standards (1925), the Bankhead-Jones Act, and the 
U.S. Regional Industrial Products Laboratory.
 A portrait photo shows W.E. Riegel. Address: Farm 
manager of the Meharry land in Champaign County, Illinois.

119. Soybean Digest. 1944. Pioneers recognized: Fouts, 
Ostrander, Meharry, Hurrelbrink, Burlison, Morse, Christie, 
Wilkins. Sept. p. 19.
• Summary: “Some pioneers whose work contributed 
materially to the rise of the soybean in America were given 
recognition on behalf of the Association by J.C. Hackleman, 
University of Illinois extension agronomist, at the Tuesday 
evening meeting of the Silver Jubilee. They included:”
 Taylor Fouts, W.A. Ostrander, Chas. Meharry, Frank 
Hurrelbrink, Dr. W.L. Burlison, W.J. Morse, G.I. Christie, 
and F.S. Wilkins.
 Taylor Fouts (Camden, Indiana) was the fi rst president 
of the American Soybean Association. He was one of the 
most enthusiastic soybean producers and a farmer with 
vision.
 W.A. Ostrander (Lafayette, Indiana) was the fi rst 
secretary of the American Soybean Association. “Then the 
extension agronomist at Purdue University, he worked very 
closely with Fouts in preparing the fi rst meeting [in Sept. 
1920 at the Fouts farm, Soyland, in Indiana].
 “The late Chas. L. Meharry (Tolono, Illinois), truly 
one of the pioneers of both Indiana and Illinois. He grew 
soybeans as early as 1908, and when he announced his 
intention of growing 19 acres in 1909, his farm manager, 
C.H. Oathout, asked, ‘What in the world are you going 
to do with that many acres of soybeans?’ Mr. Meharry 
helped pioneer the combine for harvesting soybeans. He 
assisted with the work of the Association for years, acting 
as secretary and as a member of the board of directors. He 
was largely responsible for the design of the Association 
emblem.”
 Frank Hurrelbrink, a farmer from Taylorville, Illinois, 
“began growing soybeans in 1904 and has grown them ever 
since. Obtaining seed from the University of Illinois, he set 
out to develop his own variety, seeking a bean that would 
stand well, resist shattering and could be left in the corn fi eld 
until the livestock could harvest the seed from the standing 
plants. This he did. The Hurrelbrink soybean is still grown 
and in demand.
 “Dr. W.L. Burlison, chief of the Agronomy Department 
of the University of Illinois, unable to attend the Jubilee 
because of illness although the program was largely of his 
planning. He has been actively interested in the crop since 
his association with the department. He led a coordinated 
study at Illinois is search of commercial outlets for soy 
products and had infl uence in obtaining a special federal 
laboratory for the study of the commercial uses of soybeans.
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 “W.J. Morse, U.S.D.A. Bureau of Plant Industry 
agronomist, dean of all soybean enthusiasts. The regional 
laboratories are in no small part the result of his unceasing 
efforts.”
 G.I. Christie of Guelph, Canada, a former Purdue 
University agronomist, was president of the American 
Soybean Association in 1929. Now president of the Ontario 
Agricultural College, he was formerly director of the Indiana 
Experiment Station and a booster for soybeans.
 The late F.S. Wilkins of Ames, Iowa, was leader of the 
soybean project at Iowa State College until his death in 1936. 
He picked the Mukden soybean variety, the most widely 
grown of Iowa’s varieties, from the thousands of selections 
under his supervision. “A most enthusiastic scientist.”
 Photos show: (1) A.E. Burwash (Champaign, Illinois), 
W.E. Riegel and J.T. Smith (Tolono, Illinois), and W.J. Morse 
(USDA). (2) Chas. Meharry (Tolono, Illinois).
 Note: This is one of two articles published in 1944 
which appear to be the forerunners of the concept of 
“honorary life members” in the American Soybean 
Association.–which began in Sept. 1946.

120. Lager, Mildred. 1945. The useful soybean: A plus factor 
in modern living. New York and London: McGraw-Hill 
Book Company, Inc. xii + 295 p. Illust. General index. Index 
of recipes. 22 cm.
• Summary: One of the most important and innovative 
books on soyfoods ever written. Contents: Preface. 1. 
Agriculture’s Cinderella: America discovers the soybean, 
our wonder beans, soy as a food in the United States, soy 
in rehabilitation food programs, soybeans as an emergency 
crop, soybean terminology. 2. World-wide use of soybeans: A 
real antique, monarch of Manchuria, soybeans in mechanized 
warfare–Germany, soybeans in other countries (USSR, 
Italy, Spain, Belgium, Holland, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, 
Great Britain, Canada), soybeans in Lend-Lease and United 
States Agricultural Marketing Administration, Food for 
Greece, soybeans and the Mexican Indian, soybeans in 
Hawaii (Mr. C.G. Lennox). 3. Soybeans and industry: The 
versatile soy, uses of soybean in industry, soybean paint 
(from soy oil, incl. Duco fi nishing), soybean protein (used in 
making plywood, plastics, water paints, paper sizing, leather 
fi nishes, and insecticide sprays), Henry Ford and soybeans, 
soybean glue (I.F. Laucks and the fi rms he has licensed turn 
out some 30,000 tons of soybean glue annually), rubber 
substitute (Norepol), paper industry (Glidden), plastics, soy-
cotton helmets, fi refi ghting compounds, lecithin, fertilizers. 
4. Nutritional nuggets: Food value of soybeans and soy 
products (vegetable or edible types of soybeans, protein, fat 
& carbohydrate, minerals, vitamins, lecithin, alkaline ash, 
economy, exaggerated claims), principal uses of soybeans 
and soy products (meat substitutes, meat enrichers, fortifying 
foods with soy fl our). 5. From soup to nuts: Green beans, dry 
beans, frozen beans, roasted soybeans, sprouted soybeans, 

the cow of China–soy milk, the meat without a bone–tofu or 
soy cheese, the little giant among protein foods–soy fl our, 
soy grits, puffed grits, soy oil, miscellaneous soy products 
(soy butter [soynut butter, p. 99-100], sandwich spreads, 
malts, coffee substitutes, soy sauce, soy albumen–a new 
product, greatly improved during the past two years, is now 
used to “replace egg albumen in candy manufacture” [as in 
marshmallows]).
 Note 1. This is the earliest English-language document 
seen (March 2001) that refers to tofu as ‘the meat without 
a bone.’ In 1938 Horvath called tofu ‘the meat without the 
bones.’ Note 2. This is the second earliest document seen 
(Aug. 2002) in which the soybean is called the “cow of 
China.”
 Note 3. This is the earliest English-language document 
seen (Aug. 2003) that uses the term “soy albumen” (or “soy 
albumens”) to refer to isolated soy protein as a product.
 6. The blazed trail: Introduction (history and pioneers), 
our tardy acceptance, food pioneers (health-food stores, 
Dr. W.D. Sansum of Santa Barbara and soy bread, allergy 
studies, vegetarians, Seventh-day Adventist food companies, 
meatlike products, Madison College of Tennessee, Loma 
Linda Food Co., the International Nutrition Laboratory and 
Dr. H.W. Miller, special dietary concerns and diabetic diets), 
establishing soybeans in the kitchen (The Edison Institute 
and Henry Ford, the USDA and the U.S. Bureau of Home 
Economics, the Agricultural Marketing Administration, U.S. 
railroads, the Soy Products Division of the Glidden Co., the 
Soy Flour Association). 7. The challenge of nutrition: The 
dangers of hidden hungers, nutrition and health, corrective 
nutrition, starch-restricted diets, meatless diets, allergy 
diets, bland diets, building diets, reducing diets, acidophilus 
culture, lecithin. 8. Our wonder crop: Jack and the beanstalk, 
early history, new varieties, aids to the industry (Regional 
Soybean Industrial Products Laboratory, American railroads, 
American Soybean Association, Fouts Brothers of Indiana, 
Soybean Digest and George Strayer in Hudson, Iowa, Soy 
Flour Association with Edward Kahl as fi rst president, Soya 
Kitchen in Chicago (Illinois) opened in Jan. 1943, National 
Soybean Processors Assoc., National Farm Chemurgic 
Council), educational program, restrictive regulations. 9. 
Soybeans and the farmer: Varieties, sources of information, 
seeding and inoculating, harvesting, grading, soybean 
diseases, crop rotation, damaged beans. 10. Tomorrow: 
Acreage and production, soybeans on the farm, soybeans 
in nutrition, postwar industrial uses, future improvements. 
11. A few suggestions for better living: Kitchen diplomacy, 
personal opinions, soybeans for everyone. Recipes: Green 
soybeans, dry soybeans, sprouted soybeans, roasted or 
toasted soybeans, meat-substitute dishes, soy-enriched meat 
dishes, soy noodles, macaroni, spaghetti, sauces and gravies, 
soups, salads, dressings, soy spreads, soy milk, tofu or soy 
cheese, soy butter, soy cereals, soy desserts, soy candies, soy 
beverages, soy-fl our recipes, bread and muffi ns, pancakes 
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and waffl es, soy gluten recipes, baking-powder biscuits, 
pastry, cookies and doughnuts, cakes.
 Contains recipes for “Soy milk molasses shake (p. 238). 
Soy puddings. Soy ice cream (p. 250; “Soy milk may may be 
used in place of milk in ice-cream recipes... adding whipped 
cream”). Soy fruit ice cream. Soy chocolate dessert (Eggless) 
(p. 250-51). Soy shake “(p. 254, made in a “liquefi er or 
mixer”).
 The story of Allied aid to Greece [p. 24-26] is one of the 
great mercy stories of World War II. Starting in March 1942, 
as many Greeks were starving, the fi rst mercy ship sailed to 
Greece with food and medicine. Up to Nov. 1943, the United 
States through Lend-Lease sent 82 million pounds of food to 
Greece. A number of these foods (including soup powders, 
stew mixes, and spaghetti) were based on soy fl our and grits, 
and specifi cally developed to suit Greek tastes.
 Concerning Henry Ford (p. 35-38), his “fi rst 
experiments were made in a laboratory in connection with 
the Edison Institute in 1930. In these experiments, several 
tons of wheat were used, also several thousand bushels of 
carrots; sunfl ower seeds, which have a high oil content; 
cabbages; onions; and cornstalks. It was not until December, 
1931, after a long series of experiments with the soybean, 
that Mr. Ford and his chemists felt that they were at last 
approaching a solution to the problem of fi nding a basic farm 
material from which the ordinary farmer could develop a 
commercially profi table product.”
 Note 4. This is the earliest English-language document 
seen (March 2007) that uses the term “Soy ice cream” (p. 
250).
 Note 5. This is the earliest document seen (July 2007, 
one of two) that uses the word “Cinderella” in connection 
with the soybean. The author, however, does not elaborate on 
this idea.
 Note 6. This is the earliest English-language document 
seen (June 2011) that uses the term “soy-fl our.” Address: 
Southern California.

121. Fouts, Taylor. 1946. Last will and testament. Carroll 
County, Indiana. 2 p. Dec. 2. 35 cm.
• Summary: Taylor Fouts’ last will was fi nalized on 2 Dec. 
1946, about six years before he died. His wife and three 
children are living. He gives all his property to his beloved 
wife, Lillie May Fouts. He asks his daughter, Pauline, to 
collect rents, etc. and, if necessary, to sell the North Farm 
(160 acres; the southwest quarter of section 15, which 
lies north of State Road No. 218). He gives the land at the 
northeast quarter of section 22 (160 acres) to his beloved 
daughters, Pauline Fouts and Mary Margaret Fouts Bowman, 
equally as tenants in common. To his beloved son, Frederick 
Fouts, he gives that part of the North Farm that lies south of 
State Road No. 218 plus $5,000. Any residue is to be divided 
among the three children. Address: Carrollton Township, 
Carroll County, Indiana.

122. Johnson, E.F. “Soybean”. 1949. History and 
accomplishments of the American Soybean Association. 
Soybean Digest. Nov. p. 28, 30-31.
• Summary: This article is from a talk before Ohio soybean 
producers. “The American Soybean Association was 
organized in the fall of 1920 at a meeting of some 600 
soybean enthusiasts at Taylor Fouts Farms at Camden, 
Indiana. The 1921 meeting was held on Riegel–The Meharry 
Farms at Tolono, Illinois.
 “In this same year a sectional meeting was held in 
Williams County, Ohio, on my farm. This was the fi rst 
soybean meeting for demonstration of farm practices for 
growing soybeans ever held in Ohio. Many of you may recall 
this meeting. That was back in the days when the Ito San was 
still a base variety, and Manchu, Black Eyebrow, Medium 
Green, Peking, Elton and A.K. were major varieties.
 “For many years the Association existed mainly through 
the untiring efforts of W.J. Morse of the USDA.” Now 
rightfully recognized as the ‘daddy’ of soybean production 
and promotion in America, he was ably assisted by many 
other university agronomists. “In this honor roll must appear 
such names as W.L. Burlison and J.C. Hackleman of Illinois, 
Keller Beeson of Purdue [Indiana], Hanger and Parks 
of Ohio State, Hughes and Dyas of Iowa, and Briggs of 
Wisconsin...
 “It is conceded today that the activities of your 
Association had much to do with the adaptation of the large 
combine to soybeans. All of us today realize that without the 
adaptation of the combine, the soybean industry as we know 
it could not have existed...
 “The 1940 annual meeting of the Association held at 
Dearborn, Michigan, as guests of Henry Ford, was perhaps 
the most signifi cant of all meetings of the Association to that 
date. As I read the published report printed after the meeting, 
I fi nd in rather small print two signifi cant statements. ‘Two 
defi nite suggestions were made to by developed by the board 
of directors, namely that the Association make plans to 
employ an executive secretary, and that a soybean periodical 
be published as an offi cial organ of the Association.’ That, 
my friends, marks the offi cial birth of Geo. Strayer, and the 
Soybean Digest, as far as the American Soybean Association 
is concerned.
 “The policy of having a university agronomist serve 
as chief offi cer of the Association had been abandoned 
the previous year. Much of the reorganization and solid 
foundation built was due to the able leadership of Glen 
McIlroy who served as president for 3 consecutive years 
during this period.”
 A photo shows E.F. Johnson standing in the offi ce of 
Delphos Grain and Soya Products Co. Address: Delphos 
Grain and Soya Products Co., Delphos, Ohio.

123. Soybean Digest. 1950. Two of Indiana’s soybean 
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pioneers. July. p. 17.
• Summary: Two of Indiana’s soybean pioneers, Taylor 
Fouts and Ben Edmondson, recently visited the offi ce of 
the Swift & Co. soybean mill at Frankfort, Indiana. They 
met with manager Sam D. Hollett, who is something of a 
pioneer himself. Taylor Fouts began growing soybeans at 
Camden, Indiana, 46 years ago. J.B. (Ben) Edmondson has 
been growing soybeans every year since 1914, and has been 
a producer of certifi ed seed. He was an early active member 
of the American Soybean Association. Sam Hollett has been 
in the soybean business since Swift & Co. began processing 
in 1937. Recently he received his 35-year pin from the 
company. Those 35 years were spent almost entirely in the 
fi rm’s feed and processing divisions.
 A photo shows the three mean seated around Hollett’s 
offi ce desk.

124. Taylor Fouts receiving honorary life membership award 
at American Soybean Association banquet (Photograph). 
1950.

• Summary: This 3-by-4 inch black-and-white photo shows 
the award being presented to Taylor Fouts, who is standing 
in front of a banquet table at an awards ceremony held by 
the American Soybean Association on 29 Aug. 1950 at 
Springfi eld, Illinois, in the Elks Club Ballroom; 350 plates. 
The chairperson is speaking into a microphone and Taylor, 
dressed in a light suit and black tie, is standing, with hands 
clasped, in front of the table.
 This photo, with caption and date, was sent on loan to 
Soyfoods Center by Mary Margaret Fouts Bowman of Deer 
Creek, Indiana.

125. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1950. Soybean 
Association honors Taylor Fouts. Sept. 7.
• Summary: Taylor, a well-known Carroll county farmer and 
seed producer, was awarded an honorary life membership 
in the American Soybean Association at their 30th annual 
convention last week in Springfi eld, Illinois. Fouts is 

believed to have grown soybeans for 47 years, longer than 
any other person in the United States. Fouts’ farm, known 
as Soyland, is located just south of Deer Creek on state 
road 29. In 1904 [sic, 1902] Fouts graduated from Purdue 
university with a bachelor of science degree in agriculture. 
That same year he fi rst began growing soybeans as a new 
legume for livestock and soil building. He was constantly 
conducting varietal experiments. The Purdue experimental 
station watched his soybean production with interest. His 
enthusiasm for soybeans spread to his brothers, Noah 
and Finis Fouts, and by 1908 they, too, were growing the 
relatively unknown crop. In 1910 a soybean fi eld day was 
held at the Fouts farm under the sponsorship of county 
agricultural agents, Purdue Soils and Crops, and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture; that was when farmers in Illinois 
and Ohio began to take notice of soybeans as a crop.
 On 3 Sept. 1920 some 1,000 farmers, along with 
experimental station men and county agents, gathered at the 
Fouts farm, Soyland, for another soybean fi eld day. At that 
meeting, “the National Soybean Growers Association, later 
to be known as the American Soybean Association, was 
formed.” Fouts was elected its fi rst president at that time, and 
he was elected president again on 1928–the only person ever 
honored with two terms as president.
 A large photo shows Taylor Fouts wearing a hat and 
laughing.

126. Soybean Digest. 1950. Honorary life members 
[American Soybean Assoc.]: George Heartsill Banks, Taylor 
Fouts, Edward Jerome Dies. Sept. p. 18, 81.
• Summary: George Heartsill Banks, age 57, was born at 
Raines, Tennessee. He graduated with a BSc degree from 
the University of Missouri in 1914. “He was director of 
fi eld service for the Arkansas Cotton Growers Cooperative 
Association from 1921 to 1926 in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
He was Director in Charge of the Rice Branch Experiment 
Station at Stuttgart, Arkansas, from 1926 to 1937. He was 
with Ralston Purina Co. at Osceola, Arkansas and Kansas 
City, Missouri, from 1937-1946. While at Osceola, Mr. 
Banks did the selection work on Ralsoy, which became one 
of the most popular soybean varieties in the South.” In 1946 
he discontinued his work with soybeans and began to work 
with rice experimentation and breeding, largely in Korea. In 
Jan. 1950 he became ill while on a trip to Asia (Japan). He 
died in a Los Angeles, California, hospital on 10 Aug. 1950.
 Taylor Fouts, native of Camden, Indiana, pioneer 
soybean grower, and the fi rst president of the ASA, went to 
college at Purdue University. Mr. Fouts has been one of the 
true soybean pioneers. His father fi rst procured free soybean 
seed from the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 1896 or 
1898. Fouts began growing soybeans in 1904, after he 
graduated from college. “Soybean days in cooperation with 
Purdue University were held in 1910 and 1916 at the Fouts 
farm, which became known as Soyland.” These soybean 
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meetings helped to create widespread interest in the crop. It 
was Fouts’ intense enthusiasm that helped to attract to the 
crop many other leaders who became nationally known later. 
“And in 1920 a Cornbelt soybean conference was held at 
Soyland. At this conference, the National Soybean Growers 
Association was formed.” The name was later changed to the 
American Soybean Association. “Fouts was elected president 
at this meeting, and so became the fi rst president of the 
American Soybean Association. He was elected president of 
the Association again in 1928.”
 Edward Jerome Dies, formerly the president of the 
National Soybean Processors Association, was a staff 
correspondent of the Associated Press and a magazine writer 
before launching his Chicago public relations bureau. In 
1936, when the soybean crop was only 33 million bushels, 
his agency was engaged by the National Soybean Processors 
Association to correct certain adverse publicity. Soon 
he became president of the expanding trade group, and 
continued in offi ce until 1945, when he resigned and went to 
live in Washington [DC]. He has retained a connection with 
the soy fl our industry as director of the Soya Food Research 
Council. Mr. Dies is the author of 8 books, one of them on 
soybeans–”Gold from the Soil”. Photos show Banks, Fouts, 
and Edward Jerome Dies.

127. Soybean News. 1950. 47-year record held by soybean 
pioneer [Taylor Fouts of Camden, Indiana]. 1(12):1, 4. Dec.
• Summary: Starting in 1904, he has grown soybeans every 
year on his Soyland farm in Carroll County, Indiana. “This 
may be a longer continuous record of growing soybeans 
than that of any other person in the United States.” Fouts 
started growing such varieties as Early Brown, Ito San, and 
Ogemaw, and has grown most of the varieties that have been 
recommended in Indiana. His current favorites are Lincoln 
and Hawkeye. “He has planted soybeans on as many as 150 
acres in a single year. One of the fi rst combines to harvest 
soybeans in central Indiana was on ‘Soyland’ farm in 1925.
 “Mr. Fouts in addition to being a true soybean pioneer is 

a well-known Indiana certifi ed seed producer, a graduate of 
Purdue University, and one of the fi rst master farmers to be 
selected in his state.”

 A photo shows Taylor Fouts laughing. The caption asks: 
“Will he be the fi rst farmer in America to grow soybeans for 
50 consecutive years?”
 Note: Taylor Fouts one of the fi rst ten Indiana Master 
Farmers honored by Prairie Farmer (Indiana) magazine. See 
issue of 15 Jan. 1927, p. 5-6.

128. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1951. Death 
claims Louanna Fouts. March 13. p. 1, col. 5.
• Summary: “Flora, March 13. Mrs. Louanna Fouts, 78, 
widow of Finis E. Fouts, died at 9:30 p.m. Monday in 
Memorial hospital, Logansport, where she had been a patient 
for two weeks.
 “She was born in Deer Creek township, Cass county, 
August 12, 1872, the daughter of Daniel and Mary Ellen 
(Babb) Kitchell [sic, Kitchel]. In 1900 she married Frank H. 
Shanks who died in 1908. Of this marriage three children 
survive, Mrs. Alpha Gray, Lafayette, Mrs. Kenneth Logan, 
South Whitley, Ind. [Indiana], and J.F. Shanks, Flora.
 “Her marriage to Mr. Fouts was in 1911. He preceded 
her in death in 1943. Also surviving are a daughter, Mrs. 
Lawrence Rinehart, route 1, Kokomo; three step-children, 
Glen Fouts, Deer Creek, Mrs. Roy Thornburgh, Flint, 
Michigan, and Mrs. Wendell Morton, Lebanon, Ind.; 19 
grandchildren and several great-grandchildren; two brothers, 
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Everett Kitchell, Muncie, and Charles Kitchell, Walton; and 
two sisters, Mrs. Earl Fouts, rural route, Camden, and Mrs. 
Arthur Lockhart, Albany, Ind.”

129. Delphi Citizen (Indiana). 1951. Louanna Fouts, 78, 
Deer Creek resident, will be buried today. March 15. p. 1, 
col. 3.
• Summary: “Final rites for Mrs. Louanna Fouts, 78, widow 
of Finis E. Fouts, will be conducted this afternoon at 2 p.m. 
from the Deer Creek Presbyterian church with the Rev. 
W.D. Stevenson offi ciating. Burial will be in the Deer Creek 
cemetery. Carter funeral home.”

130. Lafayette Leader (Tippecanoe Co., Indiana). 1951. Mrs. 
Finis Fouts. March 16. p. 9, col. 5.
• Summary: “Mrs. Finis Fouts, 78, of Deer Creek, mother 
of Mrs. Alpha B. Gray, 615 Owen St., died Monday night 
in Memorial Hospital, Logansport, where she had been 
a patient for two weeks... Survivors include a son, Frank 
Shanks, of Flora, and two other daughters, Mrs. Lawrence 
Rinehart, Kokomo, and Mrs. Kenneth Logan, South Whitley.
 “Services were held Thursday, Rev. W.D. Stevenson 
offi ciating. Interment was in Deer Creek cemetery.”

131. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1951. Louanna K. 
Fouts estate opened. March 22. p. 1, col. 5.
• Summary: “The estate of Louanna K. Fouts, formerly 
of Deer Creek, was opened in the Carroll circuit court last 
Saturday. Junior F. Shanks, son of the decedent, qualifi ed by 
giving bond in the amount of $7,000.00. In addition to the 
personal property involved in the estate, the decedent owned 
120 acres of land in Cass county and a residence property 
with a few acres adjoining in Deer Creek. A.D. Bishop, of 
Flora, is attorney for the estate.”

132. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1951. Mother of 
Junior Shanks succumbs Logan hospital. March 25. p. 1, col. 
7.
• Summary: “Mrs. Louanna Fouts, 78, widow of Finis E. 
Fouts, and mother of Junior Shanks, this city, died at 9:30 
p.m. Monday in Memorial hospital, Logansport,... She was 
born in Deer Creek township, Cass county, Aug. 12, 1872, 
the daughter of Daniel and Mary Ellen (Babb) Kitchel. In 
1900 she married Frank H. Shanks, who died in 1908. Of this 
marriage three children survive, Mrs. Alpha Gray, Lafayette; 
Mrs. Kenneth Logan, South Whitley, and J.F. Shanks, Flora. 
Her marriage to Mr. Fouts was in 1911. He preceded her in 
death in 1943.”

133. Indiana Farmers Guide (Huntington, Indiana). 1951. 
Taylor Fouts, Camden, Ind. [Indiana], has raised soybeans 
for forty-eight years. May 15. p. 6.
• Summary: Taylor Fouts’ farm focuses on soybeans and 
sheep. His barn that was built for cattle has been converted 

into a sheep barn, with the necessary equipment added 
for feeding. He has 250 young ewes on his 308 acre farm 
with 150 more, coming 5-year-old ewes, out on shares to 
neighboring farmers.
 Last year, at the 30th annual convention of the American 
Soybean Association, he was awarded a medallion and 
given a life membership because of his contributions to the 
soybean industry. This association was founded on his farm 
in 1920, and he was elected the fi rst president. He was also 
the fi rst president of the Carroll county Farm Bureau, and is 
still an active member.
 “Mr. and Mrs Fouts have three children. Mary Margaret, 
a Purdue home economics graduate, is married to Leo D. 
Bowman, a graduate of Purdue, and now associated with 
Mr. Fouts in the work at Soyland. Pauline majored in music 
and is the wife of Rev. A.C. Jones, of Hobart. Frederick, a 
DePauw graduate, is an accountant and now on the staff of 
the Black Lumber Company at Martinsville.
 “Taylor Fouts has been especially successful in the fi elds 
of his interest, soybeans and sheep, certifi ed seed corn and 
oats. He will be long remembered for his contribution to 
Indiana Agriculture.”
 A photo shows Taylor Fouts standing by a trough at 
which sheep are feeding.

134. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1951. Taylor Fouts 
has raised soy-beans for past 48 years. June 21. p. 6.
• Summary: This article “is taken from the current issue of 
the Indiana Farmers Guide” [May 15, p. 6–which see].

135. Fouts & Bowman. 1952. Indiana certifi ed Seed: 
Certifi ed by Indiana Corn Grower’s Association (Card–
Certifi cation certifi cate). Camden, Indiana.
• Summary: These are two tags which are attached to a bag 
of seed corn to show that it is certifi ed. On the front of the 
fi rst tag, which is cut in the shape of the state of Indiana, 
is written: “Indiana certifi ed seed: Certifi ed by Indiana 
Corn Grower’s Association.” The back states that this is a 
“certifi cation certifi cate” for the corn variety Clinton 59. 
“Producer No. 3481. Tag issued February 1952.”
 The second tag contains the name of the producer (Fouts 
& Bowman) plus handwritten and printed information about 
the seed. For example: Minimum pure seed: 99%. Minimum 
germination: 98%. Germination test: 28 Feb. 1952. Weed 
seed: 0%. Names of seven primary noxious weed seeds that 
are prohibited. Names of 11 secondary noxious weed seeds; 
none are listed as being present. Address: R.R. 1, Camden, 
Indiana.

136. Soybean Digest. 1952. Briggs, Ostrander, and Burlison 
attended the fi rst ASA convention–and the 32nd. Sept. Cover 
+ p. 89.
• Summary: “The three men pictured on the cover attended 
the fi rst meeting of the American Soybean Association at 
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Camden, Indiana [on the Fouts Brothers’ farm], 32 years ago, 
when soybeans were a very minor forage crop. They returned 
this September to the 32nd annual convention at nearby 
Lafayette to see soybean one of the nation’s leading farm 
crops, the base of nearly a billion-dollars-a-year industry.
 “In the meantime, all three had helped make soybean 
history. At left, George M. (Soybean) Briggs, University of 
Wisconsin agronomist, began early to promote soybeans as a 
forage crop, and has retained his interest over the years.
 “Center, W.A. Ostrander, now a farm manager and 
formerly a Purdue University staff member, was one of the 
starting spirits in ASA. He served as secretary the fi rst four 
years.
 “Right, W.L. Burlison, retired head of the department 
of agronomy at the University of Illinois, has been a tireless 
worker for the good of the crop. He was one of the big 
reasons that Illinois leads all others as a soybean state.”
 The cover photo shows the three men in 1952 in 
Lafayette, Indiana.

137. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1952. Taylor 
Fouts, 71, dies; Was fi rst soybean king. Widely known 
Carroll County farmer passes away after lingering illness; 
was fi rst president of American Soybean Association. Dec. 
12. p. 1, cols. 4-5.
• Summary: This story and obituary appeared on page 1, 
at the top center. Taylor Fouts was born on 14 Dec. 1880, 
on the same farm on which he died. He died on Thursday, 
11 Dec. 1952 at his home a half mile south of Deer Creek 
on state road 29 at 11:50 o’clock following an illness of 6 
months. He was age 71 years, 11 months, and 27 days. The 
burial will be in Deer Creek cemetery. Funeral rites will be 
conducted at the Deer Creek Presbyterian Church at 2 p.m. 
Monday. His parents were Solomon Fouts and Margaret 
Bridge. He married Lillie May Wagoner on 24 Oct. 1907. He 
is survived by his wife and 3 children. Several of his brothers 
and sisters are deceased.
 Contains a review of his pioneering work with soybeans. 
“The deceased was nationally known for his work with 
soybeans. He was the fi rst president of the American 
Soybean Association, which was organized on his farm, 
known as “Soyland,” on Sept. 3, 1920, and he was the only 
person ever honored with two terms as president, having 
been elected to that offi ce again in 1928.”
 “A graduate of Purdue university in 1902 with a 
bachelor of science degree in agriculture, Mr. Fouts was 
one of the fi rst Master Farmers to be elected in Indiana–the 
highest honor bestowed by the Grange.” Note: The Master 
Farmer award came from Prairie Farmer magazine in Jan. 
1927.
 He was a member of the Deer Creek Presbyterian 
church, of which he served as elder for many years. He 
was former president of the Carroll County Farm Bureau 
and was secretary of the Carroll County Soil Conservation 

Association at the time of his death.
 His three surviving children are: Mrs. Mary Margaret 
Bowman, route 1, Camden, Indiana; Fred Fouts of 
Martinville; and Mrs. Pauline Jones of Hobart. He is also 
survived by fi ve grandchildren and a sister, Mrs. Clara Grace, 
of Fort Wayne. A portrait photo shows Taylor Fouts.
 Similar obituaries appeared at about this time in the 
Hoosier Democrat (Dec. 18), Indianapolis Star, and several 
other Indiana newspapers.
 Note: The National Grange was founded in 1867, 
in an effort to bind together members of the agricultural 
community in the aftermath of the Civil War. It was the fi rst 
farmers’ organization in the United States.

138. Indianapolis Star (Indiana). 1952. Taylor Fouts, pioneer 
soy bean grower, dies. Dec. 13. p. 10, col. 1. Saturday.
• Summary: Taylor Fouts, age 71, died Thursday night in 
his home, Soyland Farm, south of Deer Creek, where he 
was born in 1880. Contains a lengthy discussion of the work 
of Mr. Fouts, “nationally-known pioneer in introducing 
soy beans to American farmers... He had grown soybean 
on his farm for 49 years and in September, 1920, when the 
American Soybean Association was formed on his farm, he 
was made its fi rst president.”

139. Logansport Press (Indiana). 1952. Taylor Fouts, of 
soybean fame, dies at Deer Creek home: Prominent Carroll 
County farmer expires at age 71. Dec. 13. p. 1, col. 4.
• Summary: This front-page article contains a nice 
discussion of his work with soybeans.

140. Delphi Journal (Indiana). 1952. Widely known soy 
raiser called by death: Taylor Fouts ends long career. Dec. 
18. p. 1, col. 5. Thursday.
• Summary: This front-page obituary contains a lengthy 
discussion of his work with soybeans: “Nationally known 
for his work with soybeans, he was the fi rst president of the 
American Soybean Association, which was organized on his 
farm, on Sept. 3, 1920.”

141. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1952. Taylor Fouts, 
71, pioneer soybean king, passes away. Dec. 18. p. 1, col. 7. 
Thursday.
• Summary: Final rites for Taylor Fouts, age 71, prominent 
Carroll county farmer and seed producer, were held at 2 
o’clock Monday at the Deer Creek Presbyterian church. This 
front-page obituary contains a lengthy discussion of his work 
with soybeans: “Believed to have grown soybeans longer 
than any other person in the United States, he was nationally 
known for his work.”

142. Logansport Delphi Citizen (Indiana). 1952. Taylor 
Fouts, soybean king, dies at home: Prominent county farmer 
was fi rst president of A.S.A. Dec. 18. p. 1, col. 8.
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• Summary: Contains a lengthy discussion of his work with 
soybeans.

143. Royal Centre Record (Cass Co., Indiana). 1952. Death 
of soybean king Taylor Fouts, of Deer Creek. Dec. 19. p. 1.
• Summary: Contains a discussion of his work with 
soybeans.

144. Pottenger, Francis Marion. 1952. The fi ght against 
tuberculosis: An autobiography. New York, NY: Henry 
Schuman. xii + 276 p. Illust. 22 cm. [100+* ref]
• Summary: Francis Marion Pottenger (born in 1869) 
was the brother of Nellie Pottenger, who married soybean 
pioneer Finis E. Fouts. Francis was also the author of many 
books and articles about tuberculosis. He became a doctor 
in two years (1892-94), taught himself about tuberculosis 
(1895-1901), became a specialist in tuberculosis (1901), 
and pioneered in the prevention of tuberculosis in California 
(1901-1909), founding the Pottenger Sanitorium in southern 
California in 1903. The frontispiece shows a portrait photo of 
Dr. Pottenger.

145. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1953. Will Taylor 
Fouts is probated Carroll circuit court. Jan. 1.
• Summary: “The will of Taylor Fouts, prominent farmer 
and soybean man of near Deer Creek, has been probated in 
the Carroll circuit court. After debts and expenses are paid he 
left his entire estate both real, personal and mixed in trust to 
his daughter, Pauline Fouts for his wife in case she survives. 
The estate to be managed and used for his widow as needed.
 “Subject to the life estate held by the widow in above 
item he bequeathed his 160-acre farm where he resided to his 
daughters, Pauline Fouts and Marry Margaret Bowman. And 
the north farm that lies north of State Road 218, he left to his 
son, Frederick, subject to the life estate, and he gave his son 
$5,000. The residue of the estate he left to his three children 
subject to Item one, share and share alike. He named his 
three children as executors. The will was executed December 
2, 1946.
 “Mary Margaret Fouts Bowman qualifi ed as executrix 
and gave bond for $40,000. Robert S. Justice is attorney for 
the executrix.”
 Note: For details, see Will Book 14, p. 226.

146. Soybean Digest. 1953. First ASA president passes 
[American Soybean Assoc. president Taylor Fouts]. Jan. p. 
11.
• Summary: “Taylor Fouts, 71, one of the founders and fi rst 
president of the American Soybean Association, died at his 
farm home, Soyland, near Deer Creek, Indiana, Dec. 11. He 
had been ill six months.
 “Fouts was born near Deer Creek and had been a farmer 
and seed producer in that state all his life. He was graduated 
from Purdue University with a bachelor of science degree in 

agriculture and was one of the fi rst 10 Master Farmers named 
in Indiana.”
 “Fouts was one of the true soybean pioneers. His father 
fi rst procured free soybean seed from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture in 1896 or 1898. After Taylor’s graduation from 
the University he began growing soybeans in 1904. Within a 
few years he and his brothers, Noah and Finis, were growing 
soybeans extensively...
 “Soybean days in cooperation with Purdue University 
were held in 1910, 1914 and 1916 at the Fouts farm, which 
became known as Soyland. These soybean meetings helped 
to create widespread interest in the crop.
 “And in 1920 a Cornbelt soybean conference was held 
at Soyland. At this conference the National Soybean Growers 
Association was formed. Later the name was changed to the 
American Soybean Association. Fouts was elected the fi rst 
president. He was elected president of the Association again 
in 1928. He was elected an honorary life member in 1950.”
 Surviving are the widow: two daughters, Mrs. Mary 
Margaret Bowman, Camden, Indiana, and Mrs. Pauline 
Jones, Hobart, Indiana; a son, Frederick, Martinsville, 
Indiana; and a sister, Mrs. Clara Grace, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana.” Taylor Fouts had fi ve grandchildren.
 Photos show: (1) Taylor Fouts. (2) The three Fouts 
brothers–Taylor, Finis, and Noah–during the fi rst meeting of 
the National Soybean Growers Association at Soyland on 1 
Sept. 1920.

147. Soybean Digest. 1953. First association secretary killed. 
July. p. 33.
• Summary: “Ward A. Ostrander, 65, who pioneered soybean 
research at Purdue University, was killed at Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, April 25 when he was struck by a car.
 “A resident of West Lafayette, Indiana, he and his wife 
were visiting in the Wisconsin city. Burial was at Randolph, 
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Wisconsin.
 “Ostrander served as Purdue extension agronomist from 
1918 until 1923. During this period he worked intensively 
with small groups of pioneer soybean producers in the 
state, and promoted the use of soybeans, particularly for 
hay, though he also foresaw the possibility of commercial 
utilization.
 “Ostrander helped promote the soybean day at the 
Taylor Fouts farm near Camden, Indiana, where the 
American Soybean Association was organized in 1920. He 
served as Association secretary the fi rst four years.
 “After leaving Purdue, Ostrander became engaged in the 
grain elevator business, with interests in elevators at Buck 
Creek and Colburn [both in Indiana]. He also owned a farm 
near Dayton, Indiana.”
 A photo shows Ostrander; it appeared on the front cover 
of the September 1952 issue of Soybean Digest. “He was one 
of three men who attended both the fi rst and the 32nd annual 
conventions.”

148. Kennedy, John F. 1960. Re: Thank you for your letter 
concerning the farm situation. Letter to Mr. Glenn Pogeler, 
Chairman of the Board, National Soybean Processors 
Association, 3818 Board of Trade Building, Chicago 4, 
Illinois, Oct. 29. 1 p. Typed, with signature on letterhead.
• Summary: “I am enclosing a copy of ‘Agricultural Policy 
for the New Frontier... I favor a program of selective supply 
management for those commodities where such supply 
management would prove effective and where a 2/3 majority 
of producers so favor such a majority [program?].”
 “I am well aware of the great expansion in the soybean 
industry in recent years as well as the fact that this expansion 
has not resulted in accumulation of surpluses nor in adverse 
economic effects to any segment of the industry. This is a 
record of which we can all be proud.”
 In the upper right corner of this letterhead is a portrait 
photo of John F. Kennedy. Down the left side of the 
letterhead is a long list of agricultural dignitaries who 
support Kennedy including: Director: Robert G. Lewis. 
National chairman: Honorable Herschel Loveless, Governor 
of Iowa. Executive committee–Chairman: Honorable Claude 
Wickard, Camden, Indiana, former secretary of agriculture 
[under Franklin D. Roosevelt], etc. Address: Farmers for 
Kennedy-Johnson, National Headquarters: 1511 K Street, 
Washington 5, DC. Phone: Dl. 7-1717, Dl. 7-9550.

149. Delphi Journal (Indiana). 1961. Lillie Fouts dies after 
long illness. April 20. p. 6. Thursday.
• Summary: Mrs. Lillie May Fouts, age 77, died at the Peru 
Nursing Home on Saturday [April 15] at 7:30 a.m. after an 
illness of fi ve years.

150. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1961. Deaths: Mrs. 
Lillie Fouts. April 20. p. 4. Thursday.

• Summary: Mrs. Lillie May Fouts, age 78 [sic, see below], 
died at 7:30 a.m. Saturday [April 15] in the Peru Nursing 
Home [Indiana], where she had been a patient since 31 Aug. 
1958. Her home was one-half mile south of Deer Creek on 
U.S. 29.
 She was born on 4 Nov. 1883 in Carrollton township, the 
daughter of William Wagoner and Mary (Niccum) Wagoner. 
She was married on 24 Oct. 1902 [sic, 1907] to Taylor Fouts, 
who died on 11 Dec. 1952.
 “Mrs. Fouts was a member of the Hopewell North 
Presbyterian Church at Deer Creek. She was graduated from 
Valparaiso University” [at Valparaiso, Indiana; est. 1859.]
 She is survived by two daughters, Mrs. Pauline Jones, 
Crawfordsville R.R. 1, and Mrs. Margaret Bowman, 
Camden, R.R.; one son, Frederick, of Martinsville; one 
brother, Earl Wagoner, Berea, Ohio; fi ve grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. Three brothers are deceased.
 Funeral services were held in the North Hopewell 
Presbyterian Church at 1:30 Monday afternoon [April 17]; 
there the body lay in state for one hour before the services, at 
which Rev. Dallas Landrum offi ciated.
 The Carter Funeral Home of Flora was in charge. 
Interment was made in the Deer Creek Cemetery.
 Note: Lillie May’s age at death was actually 77 years, 5 
months, and 11 days.

151. Delphi Journal (Indiana). 1963. Carroll farm has 
soybean record. Jan. 17. [1 ref]
• Summary: A summary of an article about Taylor Fouts and 
Soyland farm published in Soybean News (Jan. 1963, p. 6).

152. Soybean News. 1963. 59-year record on Indiana farm 
[Taylor Fouts and Soyland farm of Camden, Indiana]. 
14(2):6. Jan.
• Summary: “Soybeans were planted on the Soyland farm, 
Carroll County, Indiana, Indiana, in 1904 and have been 
grown every year since–a total of 59 years. Leo Bowman of 
Camden owns and operates the Soyland farm now. Soybean 
production was started there in 1904 by his father-in-law. 
Taylor Fouts, who was honored many times as a soybean 
grower... Mr. Fouts’s fi rst seed beans were obtained direct 
from China.”
 “In 1962 Bowman had 70 acres of soybeans that yielded 
just over 35 bushels per acre. The yield has varied from a 
low of 21 bushels to a high of 48 bushels since 1947 when 
Bowman started farming on Soyland with Mr. Fouts.”
 Note 1. This is the earliest article seen (Oct. 2012) 
stating that Leo Bowman now owns the Soyland farm, 
formerly owned and run by soybean pioneer Taylor Fouts.
 Note 2. This is the earliest document seen stating that 
Mr. Fouts obtained soybeans from China; he almost certainly 
did not. Mr. Bowman probably invented a bit of history 
related to this farm and the work of Taylor Fouts.
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153. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1963. 130 attend 
Fouts family reunion. Oct. 24.
• Summary: “A reunion of the Solomon Fouts family was 
held Sunday at the Deer Creek Conservation Club with 130 
people from Indiana and other states, including California 
and Maryland, attending. A basket dinner was enjoyed at 
noon.
 “Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Fouts, of Deer Creek, were 
in charge of arrangements, and their son, Tom Fouts, 
of LaGrange, Illinois, was master of ceremonies at the 
afternoon program. He is well known throughout the 
mid-west as Captain Stubby of the WLS radio and ABC 
television broadcasting team, the ‘Buccaneers’, and regaled 
the crowd with many anecdotes from his boyhood memories 
of experiences at the old swimming hole and along the banks 
of Deer Creek.
 “Mrs. Clara Grace, of Fort Wayne 85, the oldest person 
present, and the only survivor of a family of eight children 
of Solomon Fouts, told of his coming to Indiana from 
Montgomery County, Ohio, in 1833 with his wife Margaret 
and family. They came by way of Camden and settled 
temporarily a mile east of where Deer Creek now stands, and 
later built a log cabin and lived on a homestead on what was 
later known as the Taylor Fouts farm.
 “Mrs. Grace also told of the fi rst Fouts family reunion 
at the Center school house in 1906, and of the trip of her 
family from Logansport by automobile, it being her fi rst auto 
ride, and an experience which she never forgotten. She also 
recalled contacts with friendly Indians as they traveled in 
their canoes up and down Deer Creek.
 “Reports were presented of the last Fouts family reunion 
17 years ago at Attica, and arrangements were made to have 
the clan meet in fi ve years.”
 Note: The Center school house, site of the fi rst Fouts 
family reunion in 1906, was probably the school that the 
children of Solomon and Margaret Fouts attended near Deer 
Creek. As of Oct. 1999, according to Bill Fouts, there is still 
a Center school in Cass Co., Indiana, not far from where 
most of these kids were born.

154. Grace, Clara Fouts. 1965. Fouts family history. 3 p. 
Aug. Unpublished typescript.
• Summary: “The genealogical research for this history 
was done by Helen Bridge Thurman. Bits of history were 
recorded by Solomon Fouts, my father, concerning his 
experiences during his lifetime. Since I am the only survivor 
of his immediate family, I have tried to assemble these facts 
into a simple story concerning one of the early settlers of 
this wonderful country of America.” Clara Fouts Grace, the 
author, was born on 29 Aug. 1878. At the time she wrote this, 
she lived in Fort Wayne, Indiana. She died on Labor Day [the 
fi rst Monday in September = Sept. 5] of 1965.
 In 1727 Baron [sic] Hans Michel (John Michael) von 
Pfoutz brought his family to American from Germany on 

the ship William & Sarah. His name was later shortened 
to Fouts. There were fi ve in the family: John Michael, his 
wife Catherine, and three children: John, Frederick, and 
Margaret. The family settled in a valley in Pennsylvania, 
between the Juniata and Susquehanna Rivers. They were the 
fi rst settlers and the valley came to be named Pfoutz Valley. 
The old homestead property was sold in 1860. Margaret 
married Andrew Hoover and moved to Randolph County, 
North Carolina. Her most famous descendant was Herbert 
Hoover, 31st President of the United States. John Pfoutz also 
went to Randolph County in 1756, taking with him his fi ve 
year old son, John Andrew. John Andrew’s son, Frederick, 
was born on 27 June 1772. Frederick’s son, Noah, was born 
on 27 March 1801, in North Carolina. His family moved to 
Montgomery County, Ohio, in 1802. There his son, Solomon, 
was born on 16 Dec. 1826. He moved his family to Indiana 
in the fall of 1833.
 There follow lengthy excerpts from Solomon Fouts’ 
Reminiscences of the Early Settlement of Carroll and Cass 
Counties–including the great meteor shower of 1833, killing 
snakes, meetings with Indians in a canoe, making clothes 
from fl ax. “In the winter of 1837-38 Noah and a neighbor, 
Joseph Neff, sold their land at a good profi t and moved their 
families east of the Michigan Road about 3 miles, on what 
was then known as the Miami Reserve, secured from the 
Miami Indians in the Treaty of 1826, and ceded to the State 
of Indiana to construct a canal. They were the fi rst white 
settlers in Deer Creek township, Cass County, Indiana. With 
the assistance of a surveyor they got suitable locations near 
together, for mutual protection. Mr. Neff moved March 26, 
1838. Noah’s family moved March 28.” The winter of 1842-
43 was long remembered by the older settlers as being very 
long and cold.
 “I do not have any dates for the time that Solomon’s 
family lived in Deer Creek township, but my memory leads 
me to believe that seven of the nine children were born 
during that period; the second child, Judson, died when he 
was about six months old. She also does not recall the date 
when Solomon purchased the farm of his father-in-law, 
James Bridge; this farm was located on the west side of the 
Michigan Road, a mile south of the village of Deer Creek. 
There he built his dream house, a two-story brick. “To 
anyone who had lived in log cabins and frame houses all his 
life, this building would be a mansion. The brick was made 
on the location.”
 The history ends: “I have no date for the building of the 
permanent house of Solomon and Margaret Bridge Fouts, 
but I believe it was in 1876 or 1877. It was a beautiful show 
place along the Michigan Road. The yard had some unusual 
trees that I shall always remember. There were two tall 
cedars and on each side of these were two smaller cedars of 
a different variety, with branches clear to the ground. Aside 
from the maples and elms there was a tamarack tree that 
Grandfather Bridge had driven north of Logansport to fi nd. 
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A trumpet vine found its way to the top of the tree, making it 
beautiful to behold.
 “My father and mother lived happily in this home for 
thirty some years. They both died there. All the daughters of 
the family were married in the home. My brother Taylor and 
I were the only ones born there. The house was destroyed by 
fi re on March 5, 1929.”
 On the bottom half of the third (last) page is an 
illustration of a lovely country estate, with a 3-story mansion 
surrounded by tall trees, a large barn to the far left, and 
several people in a carriage pulled by one horse in the 
foreground. 
 Talk with Mara Bowman Hendress (Taylor Fouts’ 
granddaughter). 1999. March 27. This illustration shows the 
permanent house of Solomon and Margaret Fouts, built in 
about 1876 or 1877. It later became the main home of Taylor 
Fouts and his family. Its main house burned on 5 March 
1929; Taylor and one hired man rebuilt a new but smaller 
house atop of the foundation and basement of the one that 
burned. The barn burned in about 1978. A second barn (the 
one on which “Soyland” was written) is not visible; It would 
be behind the trees, between the main house and the barn. 
The conical shaped tree to the right of the main house is a 
tamarack; it is now huge. The main house is now located 
about 50 feet from a major highway–State Road 29.
 Note 1. In 1975 John Scott Davenport, a university 
professor and expert genealogical researcher, wrote an 
excellent article titled “Earliest Pfautz / Fouts families in 
America” in the National Genealogical Society Quarterly 
(Dec., p. 243-58). He followed this in 1982 with a letter to 
the Fouts family in Indiana. He argued convincingly that 
parts of the early lineage of the Fouts family genealogy, 
as Helen Bridge Thurman had researched and recorded it, 
were incorrect. Hans Michael was not a “Baron” and the 
relationship of this Fouts family to the ancestors of President 
Herbert Hoover is confused.
 Note 2. According to a 1980 letter to Jeanette Helms 
from the County Clerk, Perry County, Pennsylvania, the 
Pfoutz Valley still exists outside of Millerstown, Perry Co., 
Pennsylvania. Address: Fort Wayne, Indiana.

155. Wilson, E.H. 1965. Soyland–Home of soybeans. 
Hoosier Farmer (Indianapolis, Indiana) 50(11):17. Nov.
• Summary: Soyland, a farm in Carroll county, is the 
birthplace of soybeans in Indiana, and of the national 
organization devoted to this money-making crop. For 61 
years soybeans have been produced on this farm. In 1898 
Solomon Fouts, father of Taylor Fouts, brought soybeans 
to Carroll County. That same year his son, Taylor Fouts, 
entered Purdue University. In 1902 Taylor graduated from 
Purdue’s school of agriculture, and in the spring of 1904 four 
varieties of soybeans–Ogemaw, Ito San, Early Brown, and 
Hollybrook–were grown on the farm.
 In 1920 the fi rst midwest soybean convention was held 
at Soyland and on September 3 of that year the American 
Soybean Association (ASA) was born. During the 1920s the 
soybean failed to impress midwest farmers. “Anyone who 
has handled loose soybean hay or tried to ‘fork’ the stems 
from a tramp-shed knows well the ‘why’ of its unpopularity. 
In 1925 Fouts developed one of the fi rst combines for 
soybeans in central Indiana. From that time on soybeans 
became one of Hoosierland’s fi nest cash crops as a protein 
supplement.”
 Leo Bowman married Mary Margaret Fouts. Today 
Soyland still grows soybeans and operates as a general 
livestock farm. This year, Leo is growing Lindarin soybeans. 
He is also testing a plot of Harosoy 63.
 Photos show: (1) Taylor and Finis Fouts in 1915, 
standing in front of their barn (on which is written “Soyland–
Taylor Fouts) and examining new soybean varieties. (2) Leo 
and Mary Fouts Bowman standing in front of their barn (on 
which is written “Soyland–L.D. Bowman) and examining a 
Harosoy 63 soybean plant.
 Note: This is the second earliest document seen (Oct. 
2012) which states that Solomon Fouts brought soybeans to 
Carroll County, and that he did so in 1898. The source of this 
information may have been Taylor Fouts, or the following 
article: Fouts, Taylor. 1944. “Soyland saga.” Soybean Digest. 
Sept. p. 15-16.

156. Briggs, George M. 1970. Memories of an “oldtimer.” 
Soybean Digest. Aug. p. 50-53.
• Summary: “My personal interest in soybeans has spanned 
nearly 60 years–from September 1912 to the present. 
My introduction to the crop came when, with a fellow 
agricultural student at the University of Minnesota, we 
attempted to thresh out some soybeans with old fashioned 
fl ails in a high-sided boarded wagon box at the University 
Farm. In a half-hour’s time we harvested about 10 pounds of 
little soybeans!”
 “Following my graduation from the College of 
Agriculture of the University of Minnesota, I became the 
14th county agricultural agent in Wisconsin, serving for 3½ 
years in Burnett County.
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 “This county has a large proportion of light, sandy 
soils. People needed a cash crop, as well as a legume hay. 
Soybeans seemed to offer an answer to the problem of 
producing cheaper feed. So, it was natural that we had 
considerable interest in the development of a program that 
would answer the needs of the farmer.
 “During my Burnett County years, and later, in my 
years of agricultural extension work at the University of 
Wisconsin, it was my privilege to advise and counsel with 
people on farm crop culture. An attempt was made to 
establish a recommendation that farmers plant soybeans 
according to the rule of 1 acre for hay, 1 acre for seed, and 1 
acre to plow under as green manure.”
 “The production of soybeans in Wisconsin, as well as in 
the whole country, was never too great until the combine was 
perfected.” Dr. Harry Miller, an ASA member from Ohio, 
had been a missionary in China. “He related to me how he 
helped develop and distribute a soybean milk for Chinese 
infants who were deprived of nutritional foods.
 “Soybean milk was introduced in many parts of this 
country. Over 50 years ago, one of my nephews in Minnesota 
was nurtured to health and growth by its use when regular 
milk could not be assimilated properly. The use of soybean 
milk as a regular milk substitute in special diets is now well 
established.”
 Also discusses early problems of soybean production, 
soybean hay which was piled in cocks then fed to dairy 
cows to increase their milk production, the slow acceptance 
of soybean meal for livestock feeding in America, how 
I.C. Bradley educated farmers about soybean meal, why 
Wisconsin didn’t favor margarine, and work with the ASA.
 Photos show: (1) Early shocks of soybean hay in a fi eld. 
(2) Soybean pioneer V.P. Atwell (Stevens Point, Wisconsin) 
harvesting soys with an old-fashioned reaper. (3) Portrait: 
“George ‘Soybean’ Briggs was one of the founders of the 
American Soybean Association, and its fourth president. In 
fact, he may be the only member who was at the fi rst meeting 
at Camden, Indiana” [at the Fouts Bros. farm]. Address: 
Univ. of Wisconsin, Agric. Exp. Station.

157. Dies, Edward Jerome. 1970. In the beginning... Soybean 
Digest. Aug. p. 42-44.
• Summary: The article begins: “Far back when the 
Pyramids were being built, 3 centuries before the Tower 
of Babel, and 12 centuries before Solomon fashioned his 
temple, the little soybean was hoary with age.
 “As to the fi rst brave men to eat the legume, we must 
accept a charming little vignette from antiquity. It tells of a 
rich caravan, laden with gold and furs, crawling homeward 
from an east China town. It was surrounded by bandits. The 
fat merchants took refuge in a rocky defi le easy of defense. 
Days later, with food supplies exhausted, in desperation they 
ate beans from a curious plant until rescued.
 “For the fi rst written record of the soybean one must 

turn to ‘Materia Medica’ by Emperor Shennung [Shennong, 
Shên Nung of China] in 2838 B.C.
 “It was not until 1712 that the soybean was introduced to 
Europe by Engelbert Kaempfer, a German botanist, who had 
spent 1691 and 1692 in Japan. Europe was mildly bored.”
 “In 1804 a Yankee Clipper ship in full sail glided down 
the coast of China searching for a cargo. Uncertain as to the 
length of the return journey home the captain ordered several 
bags of soybeans tossed into the hold as a reserve food 
supply.”
 This history of the early days of the soybean also 
discusses William Morse (who graduated from Cornell 
University on 20 June 1907 and 2 days later reported for 
duty at the Bureau of Plant Industry in Washington, DC, 
to work under Dr. C.V. Piper), Burlison, Hackleman and 
Woodworth of Illinois, Beeson and Ostrander of Indiana, 
Delwiche and Briggs of Wisconsin, Wilkins of Iowa, Park of 
Ohio, Wiggans of Cornell and New York, Williams of North 
Carolina, and Barr of the USDA.
 The pioneer growers were Smith and Riegel in Illinois; 
Elmer and E.F. (Soybean) Johnson, and G.G. McIlroy in 
Ohio; J.B. Edmondson, the three Fouts brothers, and Charles 
Meharry in Indiana. The pioneer soybean processors and 
NSPA, the American Soybean Assoc., and Henry Ford.
 “E.J. Dies is a former staff correspondent of the 
Associated Press, magazine writer, and public relations 
man. He is the author of at least eight books including the 
well-known ‘Soybeans: Gold from the Soil,’ which he wrote 
while he was president of the National Soybean Processors 
Association. He headed the processor group in a period 
‘when products had to fi ght every inch of the way into a 
fi ercely competitive fi eld,’ terminating his association in 
1945.”

158. Pellett, Kent. 1970. Soybeans: a crop made by people 
who tried harder. Soybean Digest. Aug. p. 24-28, 30-32, 34-
35.
• Summary: A superb history of the American Soybean 
Association on its 50th anniversary and of soybeans in 
America. Contents: Introduction. Market-oriented from the 
fi rst. ASA’s founding at Camden, Indiana (3 Sept. 1920 at 
Soyland). George M. Strayer takes helm; founds Soybean 
Digest (Nov. 1940 at Hudson, Iowa). The great growth of 
the markets. Restrictions on margarine. The market for 
exports (after World War II, Japanese American Soybean 
Institute, Soybean Council of America, American Soybean 
Institute {ASI}, and USDA Foreign Agricultural Service). 
Soybeans are big business. State soybean associations and 
fi eld staff (including the legislative program and referendum 
[checkoff]). The task confronting us all.
 Concerning state soybean associations and fi nancing: 
The Minnesota Soybean Growers Association, the fi rst 
affi liated association, was founded in 1962 [but did not 
affi liate with ASA until Jan. 1965]. Since then, 16 other 
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state associations have been formed, and a fi eld staff has 
been established to service them. There are presently 1,900 
directors of county committees, state associations, and 
ASA itself. A Mid-South offi ce was opened in Memphis, 
Tennessee, a year ago. Financing of the soybean program is 
done in many ways. Many states are participating in Phase II, 
a voluntary checkoff at the fi rst point of sale.
 “The legislative program and referendum, Phase III, 
which enables an automatic deduction of ½ cent per bushel 
from all soybean sales in a state, was passed in North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Louisiana, but was defeated 
in Minnesota and Missouri. The memory of the defeated 
checkoff in those two states is still painfully fresh. Texas and 
Ohio have passed enabling legislation for referendums this 
year.
 “Funds for market development work have also 
been provided by the marketing boards or departments of 
agriculture in Iowa, Ohio, Mississippi, Missouri, Louisiana, 
and Tennessee.”
 Photos show: (1) Kent Pellett, soybean historian for 
28 years, managing editor then editor of Soybean Digest. 
(2) ASA President D. Leslie Tindal, of Ten-Dale Farms, 
Pinewood, South Carolina. He raises 500-600 acres of 
soybeans annually, helped organize the South Carolina 
Soybean Assn., and has made 2 trips to Europe on behalf of 
ASA’s marketing program. (3) Taylor Fouts, the fi rst ASA 
president. He and his two brothers held the fi rst meeting 
of the ASA on their Soyland Farm at Camden, Indiana, in 
1920, when they had 150 acres in soybeans plus another 200 
acres of soybeans interplanted with corn. Several soybean 
fi eld days had been held at Soyland Farm in earlier years. 
(4) Panoramic photo (courtesy of George M. Briggs, of 
Wisconsin) of the more than 1,000 people who attended the 
“First Cornbelt Soybean Conference” at Soyland Farm in 
Sept. 1920. Note: As of March 1999, this photo is owned 
by Bill Fouts of Indiana. On page 26, from right to left, the 
people seated in the second row are: Unknown, Louanna 
Fouts (wife of Finis), Finis Fouts, Lillie May Fouts (wife 
of Taylor), Taylor Fouts, Lillie Jane (wife of Noah), Noah 
Fouts. (5) Some ASA fi rsts: Paul C. Hughes, the fi rst ASA 
fi eldman, 1948-1951. He is now manager of the Farmers 
Soybean Corp., Blythville, Arkansas. David R. Farlow was 
the fi rst executive assistant 1958-61. He is now manager of 
the Bunge Corp. vegetable oil division in New York. Shizuka 
Hayashi was managing director of the Japanese American 
Soybean Institute for ASA in Tokyo from its founding 
in 1956 until his retirement in 1968. (6) Dr. Steve Chen, 
director of the Taiwan offi ce, with staff. (7) Scott Sawyers, 
Far East director, in Tokyo, with Karl Sera, Yoshiko Kojima, 
and his staff. Ms. Kojima, who has been with ASA since 
1957 and is the longest serving overseas employee, is 
chief of the food section of ASI’s Far East Offi ce. (8) Dr. 
Karl-Wolfgang Fangauf, director of the German offi ce in 
Hamburg, with staff. (9) Enoch Lachinian, director of the 

Iran offi ce, with staff. (10-14) ASA staff in the United States, 
which started with one part-time person in 1940 and has 
grown to 45 in 1970, including regional offi ces and overseas 
staff of 19 in 4 foreign offi ces. Incl. Chet Randolph, Howard 
E. Grow, George McCully, Merv Syverson, Larry Krueger. 
(15) Princesses and queens: Mary Ellen Laatz of Illinois 
and Julie Carlson of Minnesota were the fi rst to be named 
national “Princess Soya” in 1968 and 1969. But “soybean 
queens” were being named as long ago as 1948, when Edith 
Harris of Dyersburg, Tennessee, was given that title at 
Portageville, Missouri.
 On the cover of this issue are two oval photos: (1) A 
man [probably Taylor Fouts] seated on a cultivator pulled by 
two horses. “Cultivating soybeans on farm of Taylor Fouts, 
fi rst ASA president, in 1923.” (2) A modern tractor with a 
cultivation attachment behind. “Cultivating soybeans on 
farm of Leslie Tindal, 33rd ASA president (left in picture) in 
1970.”

159. Soybean Digest. 1970. ASA’s honorary life members 
1946-1969. Aug. p. 40-41.
• Summary: 1946–W.J. Morse,* agronomist, USDA, 
president, ASA; W.L. Burlison,* chief, agronomy division, 
University of Illinois, president, ASA. 1947–I.C. Bradley, 
J.C. Hackleman, G.G. McIlroy. 1948–J.B. Edmondson, 
David G. Wing, C.M. Woodworth. 1949–Keller E. Beeson, 
Jacob Hartz Sr., E.F. (Soybean) Johnson.
 1950–G.H. Banks, E.J. Dies, Taylor Fouts. 1951–Frank 
S. Garwood, James W. Hayward. 1952–Garnet H. Cutler. 
1953–George M. Briggs. 1954–J. Ward Calland. 1955–Geo. 
M. Strayer. 1956–J.L. Cartter, John P. Gray. 1957–Howard L. 
Roach, Ersel Walley. 1958–Harry W. Miller. 1959–John W. 
Evans, W.E. Hodgson.
 1960–Frederick Dimmock, Edgar E. Hartwig. 1961–
Shizuka Hayashi, Albert H. Probst. 1962–Chester B. Biddle, 
Joseph E. Johnson. 1963–Allan K. Smith, C.R. Weber. 1964–
A.J. Ohlrogge, Leonard F. Williams. 1965–Russell Davis, 
Jake Hartz Jr. 1966–Dwayne Andreas, Dale W. McMillen. 
1967–Whitney Eastman, Chas. V. Simpson. 1968–Herbert 
W. Johnson, John Sawyer, Walter W. Sikes. 1969–Frederic R. 
Senti, Hays Sullivan.
 As shown above with Burlison and Morse, with each 
person’s name is give their current position or title, whether 
or not they are still living (* = deceased), and offi ces they 
have held in the American Soybean Association (ASA). Page 
41 is fi lled with small, individual photos of each of ASA’s 
honorary life members.

160. Soybean Digest. 1970. ASA offi cers 1920-1970. Aug. p. 
38-39.
• Summary: 1920–pres., Taylor Fouts, Camden, Indiana; 
secy., W.A. Ostrander, Lafayette, Indiana. 1920-21–pres., 
W.E. Riegel, Tolono, Illinois; secy., W.A. Ostrander, 
Lafayette, Indiana. 1921-22–pres., C.E. Carter, Columbia, 
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Missouri; secy., W.A. Ostrander, Lafayette, Indiana. 1922-
23–pres., G.M. Bridges, Madison, Wisconsin; secy., W.A. 
Ostrander, Lafayette, Indiana. 1923-24–pres., W.J. Morse 
[USDA], Washington, D.C.; vice presidents, E.C. Johnson, 
Stryker, Ohio, and J.L. Robinson, Ames, Iowa; secy., C.L. 
Meharry, Attica, Indiana. 1924-25–pres., W.J. Morse, 
Washington, D.C.; vice presidents, E.C. Johnson, Stryker, 
Ohio, and J.L. Robinson, Ames, Iowa; secy., C.L. Meharry, 
Attica, Indiana
 1925-26–pres., W.E. Ayres, Stoneville, Mississippi; vice 
pres., F.P. Latham, Belhaven, North Carolina; secy.-treas., 
C.L. Meharry, Attica, Indiana. 1926-27–pres., F. P. Latham, 
Belhaven, North Carolina; vice pres., Taylor Fouts, Camden, 
Indiana; secy.-treas., W.E. Ayres, Stoneville, Mississippi. 
1927-28–pres., Taylor Fouts, Camden, Indiana; vice pres., 
Walter Godchaux, New Orleans, Louisiana; secy.-treas., W.E. 
Ayres, Stoneville, Mississippi. 1928-29–pres., G.I. Christie, 
Guelph, Ontario, Canada; vice pres., C.K. McClelland, 
Fayetteville, Arkansas; secy.-treas., J.B. Edmondson, 
Clayton, Indiana. 1929-30–pres., W.L. Burlison, Urbana, 
Illinois; vice pres., F.S. Wilkins, Ames, Iowa; secy.-treas., 
Roy Chasteen, Crothersville, Indiana.
 1930-31–pres., W.C. Ethridge, Columbia, Missouri; 
vice pres., E.A. Hollowell, Washington, D.C., secy.-treas., 
W.L. Burlison, Urbana, Illinois. 1931-32–pres., W.J. Morse, 
Washington, D.C.; vice pres., H.D. Hughes, Ames, Iowa; 
secy.-treas., J.B. Park, Columbus, Ohio. 1932-33–pres., 
John P. Gray, Baton Rouge, Louisiana; vice pres., C.K. 
McClelland, Fayetteville, Arkansas, secy.-treas., W.E. Ayres, 
Stoneville, Mississippi. 1933-34–pres., C.K. McClelland, 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, vice pres., unknown; secy.-treas., P.A. 
Webber, Madison, Tennessee. 1934-35–pres., K.E. Beeson, 
Lafayette, Indiana; vice pres., E.S. Dyas, Ames, Iowa; secy.-
treas., P.A. Webber, Madison, Tennessee.
 1935-36–pres., E.S. Dyas, Ames, Iowa; vice pres., J.C. 
Hackleman, Urbana, Illinois; secy.-treas., K.E. Beeson, 
Lafayette, Indiana. 1936-37–pres., J.C. Hackleman, Urbana, 
Illinois; vice pres., J.B. Park, Columbus, Ohio; secy.-treas., 
K.E. Beeson, Lafayette, Indiana. 1937-38–pres., J.B. 
Park, Columbus, Ohio; vice pres., Geo. Briggs, Madison, 
Wisconsin; secy.-treas., K.E. Beeson, Lafayette, Indiana. 
1938-39–pres., G.G. McIlroy, Irwin, Ohio; vice pres., Jacob 
Hartz Sr., Stuttgart, Arkansas; secy.-treas., J.B. Edmondson, 
Clayton, Indiana. 1939-40–pres., G.G. McIlroy, Irwin, Ohio; 
vice pres., Jacob Hartz Sr., Stuttgart, Arkansas; secy.-treas., 
J.B. Edmondson, Clayton, Indiana.
 1940-41–pres, G.G. McIlroy, Irwin, Ohio; vice 
pres., David G. Wing, Mechanicsburg, Ohio; secy.-treas., 
J.B. Edmondson, Clayton, Indiana; exec. secy., Geo. M. 
Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 1941-42–pres., David G. Wing, 
Mechanicsburg, Ohio; vice pres., Joe Johnson, Champaign, 
Illinois; secy.-editor, Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa; treas., 
J.B. Edmondson, Clayton, Indiana.
 1942-43–pres., David G. Wing, Mechanicsburg, Ohio; 

vice pres., Joe Johnson, Champaign, Illinois; secy., Geo. M. 
Strayer, Hudson, Iowa; treas., J.B. Edmondson, Clayton, 
Indiana. 1943-44–Joe Johnson, Champaign, Illinois; vice 
pres., Howard Roach, Plainfi eld, Iowa; secy., Geo. M. 
Strayer, Hudson, Iowa; treas., J.B. Edmondson, Clayton, 
Indiana. 1944-45–pres., Howard Roach, Plainfi eld, Iowa; 
vice pres., Walter McLaughlin, Decatur, Illinois; secy., 
Jeanne Strayer, Hudson, Iowa; treas., J.B. Edmondson, 
Clayton, Indiana.
 1945-46–all offi cers held over, no convention. 1946-
47–pres., Walter W. McLaughlin, Decatur, Illinois; vice 
pres., J.B. Edmondson, Clayton, Indiana; secy.-treas., Geo. 
M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 1947-48–pres., Ersel Walley, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana; vice pres., W.G. Weigle, Van Wert, Ohio; 
secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 1948-49–pres., 
Ersel Walley, Fort Wayne, Indiana; vice pres., John Evans, 
Montevideo, Minnesota; secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, 
Hudson, Iowa. 1949-50–pres., John W. Evans, Montevideo, 
Minnesota; vice pres., Jake Hartz Jr., Stuttgart, Arkansas; 
secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa.
 1950-51–pres., John W. Evans, Montevideo, Minnesota; 
vice pres., Chester B. Biddle, Remington, Indiana; secy.-
treas., Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 1951-52–pres., 
Chester B. Biddle, Remington, Indiana; vice pres., Jake 
Hartz Jr., Stuttgart, Arkansas; secy.-treas., Geo. M. 
Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 1952-53–pres., Chester B. Biddle, 
Remington, Indiana; vice pres., Jake Hartz Jr., Stuttgart, 
Arkansas; secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 
1953-54–pres., Jake Hartz Jr., Stuttgart, Arkansas; vice 
pres., Albert Dimond, Lovington, Illinois; secy.-treas., Geo. 
M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 1954-55–pres., Jake Hartz Jr., 
Stuttgart, Arkansas; vice pres., Albert Dimond, Lovington, 
Illinois; exec. vice pres. and secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, 
Hudson, Iowa.
 1955-56–pres., Albert Dimond, Lovington, Illinois; vice 
pres., H.H. Huddleston, Lamont, Mississippi; exec. vice pres. 
and secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 1956-57–
pres., Albert Dimond, Lovington, Illinois; vice pres., John 
Sawyer, London, Ohio; exec. vice pres. and secy.-treas., Geo. 
M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 1957-58–pres., John Sawyer, 
London, Ohio; vice pres., C.G. Simcox, Assumption, Illinois; 
exec. vice pres. and secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, 
Iowa. 1958-59–pres., John Sawyer, London, Ohio; vice 
pres., C.G. Simcox, Assumption, Illinois; exec. vice pres. 
and secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 1959-60–
pres., C.G. Simcox, Assumption, Illinois; vice pres., Chas. V. 
Simpson, Waterville, Minnesota; exec. vice pres. and secy.-
treas., Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa.
 1960-61–pres., Chas. V. Simpson, Waterville, 
Minnesota; vice pres., Hubert Baker, Dalton, Illinois; exec. 
vice pres. and secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 
1961-62–pres., Chas. V. Simpson, Waterville, Minnesota; 
vice pres., Hays Sullivan, Burdette, Arkansas; exec. vice 
pres. and secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 1962-
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63–pres., Chas V. Simpson, Waterville, Minnesota; vice 
pres., Hays Sullivan, Burdette, Arkansas; exec. vice pres. and 
secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 1963-64–pres., 
Hays Sullivan, Burdette, Arkansas; vice pres., Lyle Trisler, 
Fairmont, Illinois; exec. vice pres. and secy.-treas., Geo. 
M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 1964-65–pres., Hays Sullivan, 
Burdette, Arkansas; vice pres., L.C. Meade, West Lafayette, 
Indiana; exec. vice pres. and secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, 
Hudson, Iowa.
 1965-66–pres., L.C. Meade, West Lafayette, Indiana; 
vice pres., Harris Barnes Jr., Clarksdale, Mississippi; exec. 
vice pres. and secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 
1966-67–pres., L.C. Meade, West Lafayette, Indiana; vice 
pres., Harris Barnes Jr., Clarksdale, Mississippi; exec. vice 
pres. and secy.-treas., Geo. M. Strayer, Hudson, Iowa. 1967-
68–pres., Harris Barnes Jr., Clarksdale, Mississippi; vice 
pres., Seeley Lodwick, Wever, Iowa; secy., Leslie Tindal, 
Pinewood, South Carolina; treas., John Sawyer, London, 
Ohio; exec. vice pres., Chet Randolph, Hudson, Iowa. 1968-
69–pres., Harris Barnes Jr., Clarksdale, Mississippi; vice 
pres., Seeley Lodwick, Wever, Iowa; secy., Leslie Tindal, 
Pinewood, South Carolina; treas., John Sawyer, London, 
Ohio; exec. vice pres., Chet Randolph, Hudson, Iowa. 1969-
70–pres., Leslie Tindal, Pinewood, South Carolina; vice 
pres., Harold Kuehn, Du Quoin, Illinois; secy., W.B. Tilson, 
Plainview, Texas; treas., Howard Adler, Sharpsville, Indiana; 
exec. vice pres., Chet Randolph, Hudson, Iowa.

161. Soybean Digest. 1970. ASA directors of 50 years. Aug. 
p. 39.
• Summary: These directors of the American Soybean Assoc. 
are listed alphabetically by last name: O.H. Acom, Wardell, 
Missouri 1948-64; Howard Adler, Sharpsville, Indiana 1969-
70; W.E. Ayres, Stoneville, Mississippi 1925-29, 1932-33.
 Hubert Baker, Dalton, Illinois 1959-61; G.H. Banks, 
Osceola, Arkansas 1937-38; K.E. Beeson, West Lafayette, 
Indiana 1934-38; Harris Barnes, Clarksdale, Mississippi 
1961-69; Chester B. Biddle, Remington, Indiana 1949-1969; 
C.E. Bowen, Champaign, Illinois 1964-67; G.M. Briggs, 
Madison, Wisconsin 1922-23, 1937-38; J.B. Buchanan, 
Guelph, Ontario, Canada 1928-30; W.L. Burlison, Urbana, 
Illinois 1929-31; John Butterfi eld, Pana, Illinois 1956-62; 
Frank Byron, Waseca, Minnesota 1969-70.
 C.E. Carter, Columbia, Missouri 1921-22; Roy 
Chasteen, Crothersville, Indiana 1929-30; G.I. Christie, 
Guelph, Ontario, Canada 1928-29; Harvey S. Clapp, 
Accotink, Virginia 1928-29; H.I. Cohn Sr., St. Louis, 
Missouri 1949-52; Joe Coleman, Clare, Iowa 1967-70; J.S. 
Cutler, Columbus, Ohio 1925-28.
 E.J. Delwiche, Madison, Wisconsin 1925-28; Gilles 
DePutter, Appin, Ontario, Canada 1953-56; Albert Dimond, 
Lovington, Illinois 1951-59; W.R. Dodson, [Louisiana] 
1932-33; John Dries, Saukville, Wisconsin 1940-51; E.S. 
Dyas, Ames, Iowa 1934-36.

 J.B. Edmondson, Clayton, Indiana 1928-29, 1935-49; 
W.C. Ethridge, Columbia, Missouri 1929-31; John Evans, 
Montevideo, Minnesota 1949-69.
 Milton Farough, Maidstone, Ontario, Canada 1968-70; 
Robert Ford, Merlin, Ontario, Canada 1966-68; Taylor Fouts, 
Camden, Indiana 1926-28; Eugene Funk, Bloomington, 
Illinois 1935-37.
 Frank Garwood, Stonington, Illinois 1946-49; Harry 
Gatton Jr., Rumsey, Kentucky 1959-66; Ben Gildersleeve, 
Hudson, Illinois 1961-67; Thomas Gilmore, Sandersville, 
Georgia. 1935-37; Walter Godchaux, New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 1926-28, 1932-33; John P. Gray, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. 1932-35, 1938-40.
 J.C. Hackleman, Urbana, Illinois 1935-37; Joe Hammer, 
Des Moines, Iowa 1960-62; Jacob W. Hartz Sr., Stuttgart, 
Arkansas 1938-49; Jake Hartz Jr., Stuttgart, Arkansas, 1949-
69; Calvin Heilman, Kenton, Ohio 1949-52; E.A. Hollowell, 
Washington, DC. 1930-31; Frank Hoxie, Shenandoah, Iowa 
1967-70; H.H. Huddleston, Lamont, Mississippi 1950-
57; H.C. Hughes, Ames, Iowa 1931-32; Frank W. Hyatt, 
Wheatley, Ontario, Canada 1962-64.
 E.C. Johnson, Stryker, Ohio 1923-25; Joe Johnson, 
Champaign, Illinois 1941-44; A.E. Jolly, Chatham, Ontario, 
Canada 1956-59.
 Harold Keller, Dyersburg, Tennessee 1966-70; Roger 
Killingsworth, Jonesville, Louisiana. 1967-70; Harold 
Kuehn, Du Quoin, Illinois 1967-70.
 F.P. Latham, Belhaven, North Carolina 1925-27; F.C. 
Laughinghouse, Pantego, North Carolina 1967-70; Frank W. 
Lewis, Ursa, Illinois 1962-64; Seeley Lodwick, Wever, Iowa 
1964-69; Lester Longhurst, St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada 
1964-66; J.G. Loo Jr., Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 1932-33; 
Harold Lumsden, Essex, Missouri 1954-57.
 Martin Manning, Ladd, Illinois 1966-70; C.K. 
McClelland, Fayetteville, Arkansas 1928-29, 1932-35; G.G. 
McIlroy, Irwin, Ohio 1938-50; Walter McLaughlin, Decatur, 
Illinois 1943-47; L.C. Meade, West Lafayette, Indiana 1962-
70; C.L. Meharry, Attica, Indiana 1923-26, 1930-35; Wm. 
Merschman, West Point, Iowa, 1969-70; Gerald Michaelson, 
Dawson, Minnesota 1969-70; Roy H. Monier, Carrollton, 
Missouri 1943-44; W.J. Morse, Washington DC. 1923-25, 
1931-32; Glen Myers, Memphis, Missouri 1959-68.
 Stuart D. Ormsby, Belleville, New York 1941-43; W.A. 
Ostrander, Lafayette, Indiana 1920-23.
 J.B. Park, Columbus, Ohio 1930-32, 1936-38; R.H. 
Peck, River Canard, Ontario, Canada 1947-53; Don 
Pemberton, Cape Girardeau, Missouri 1969-70; Joe Pepper, 
Weston, Missouri 1968-70; W.R. Perkins, State College, 
Mississippi 1934-35; LeRoy Pike, Pontiac, Illinois 1948-
56; Harry A. Plattner, Malta Bend, Missouri 1944-48; Wm. 
Prichard, Louisville, Georgia. 1969-70.
 Howard Roach, Plainfi eld, Iowa 1941-67; J.L. Robinson, 
Ames, Iowa 1923-25; Everett Royer, Irwin, Ohio, 1968-70.
 John Sand, Marcus, Iowa 1943-46; John Sawyer, 
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London, Ohio 1952-69; Walter M. Scott Jr., Tallulah, 
Louisiana 1957-61; Richard Simcoke, Kennett, Missouri 
1964-69; C.G. Simcox, Assumption, Illinois 1949-61; Chas. 
Simpson, Waterville, Minnesota 1957-69; Gilbert Smith, 
Taylorville, Illinois 1944-46; J.T. Smith, Tolono, Illinois 
1925-26; Richard Smith, Tilbury, Ontario, Canada 1960-
62; Robert Smith, Walnut Ridge, Arkansas 1969-70; L.F. 
Stoner, Holly Bluff, Mississippi 1946-48; Bert S. Strayer, 
Hudson, Iowa 1930-31; George Strayer, Hudson, Iowa 1937-
67; Jeanne Strayer, Hudson, Iowa 1944-46; Hays Sullivan, 
Burdette, Arkansas 1960-70.
 C.W. Tabaka, Ivesdale, Illinois 1926-28; Edward 
Tillman, Caruthersville, Missouri 1952-54; Leslie Tindal, 
Pinewood, South Carolina 1967-70; W.B. Tilson, Plainview, 
Texas 1967-70; Lyle Trisler, Fairmont, Illinois 1961-66.
 W.W. Wallace, Woodslee, Ontario, Canada 1959-60; 
Ersel Walley, Fort Wayne, Indiana 1941-62; P.A. Webber, 
Madison, Tennessee 1933-35; W.G. Weigle, Van Wert, 
Ohio 1946-49; R.G. Wiggins, Ithaca, New York 1937-38; 
F.S. Wilkins, Ames, Iowa 1925-26, 1929-30; Harry D. 
Wilson, [Baton Rouge, Louisiana] 1932-33; David G. Wing, 
Mechanicsburg, Ohio 1940-68; John Wing, Mechanicsburg, 
Ohio 1969-70; LaVerne Workman, Chatham, Illinois 1967-
70.
 Note: These directors come from only 16 U.S. states 
plus Ontario, Canada. Illinois has the most directors with 21, 
followed by Iowa with 14 and Indiana with 10.

162. Soybean Digest. 1970. ASA convention sites 1920-
1969. Aug. p. 40.
• Summary: 1920–Camden, Indiana [Fouts Bros. Farm]. 
1921–Urbana, Tolono, Illinois. 1922–Columbia, Missouri. 
1923–Madison, Wisconsin. 1924–Ames, Iowa. 1925–
Washington, DC. 1926–Stoneville, Clarksdale, Greenville, 
Mississippi. 1927–Belhaven, Washington, Elizabeth City, 
North Carolina. 1928–Camden, Lafayette, Indiana. 1929–
Guelph, Ontario, Canada.
 1930–Urbana, Illinois. 1931–Columbia, Missouri. 1932–
Washington, DC. 1933–Baton Rouge, Houma, Louisiana. 
1934–Little Rock, Stuttgart, Marianna, Arkansas. 1935–
Evansville, Lafayette, Indiana. 1936–Ames, Cedar Rapids, 
Hudson, Iowa. 1937–Urbana, Illinois. 1938–Columbus, 
Wooster, Ohio. 1939–Madison, Wisconsin.
 1940–Dearborn, Michigan. 1941–Ames, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 1942–Lafayette, Indiana. 1943–Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. 1944–Urbana, Illinois. 1946–St. Louis, Missouri. 
1947–Columbus, Ohio. 1948–Memphis, Tennessee. 1949–
Minneapolis, Minnesota.
 1950–Springfi eld, Illinois. 1951–Des Moines, Iowa. 
1952–Lafayette, Indiana. 1953–St. Louis, Missouri. 1954–
Memphis, Tennessee. 1955–Cincinnati, Ohio. 1956–Urbana, 
Illinois. 1957–Minneapolis, Minnesota. 1958–Des Moines, 
Iowa. 1959–St. Louis, Missouri.
 1960–Memphis, Tennessee. 1961–Indianapolis, Indiana. 

1962–Minneapolis, Minnesota. 1963–Columbus, Ohio. 
1964–Kansas City, Missouri. 1965–Memphis, Tennessee. 
1966–Des Moines, Iowa. 1967–Peoria, Illinois. 1968–New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 1969–Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. 
1970–Golden Anniversary, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

163. Hoosier Democrat (Flora, Indiana). 1972. Obituaries: 
J. Earl Fouts. Sept. 14.
• Summary: Joseph Earl Fouts, age 91, a native of Carroll 
County, died last Friday at the Milner Community Home at 
Rossville. Born on 9 Jan. 1881, in Carroll County, he was 
the son of Silas W. and Josephine Bennet Fouts. He was 
married in 1906 in Cass County to the former Nellie Grand 
Kitchel, who survives. He began the practice of law in 1906 
in Muncie and from there moved to Washington, DC.

164. Hitchens, Pam. 1975. Carroll Co. brothers among 
soybean pioneers. Pharos-Tribune & Press (Logansport, 
Indiana). Sept. 24. p. 5. Wednesday.
• Summary: About the pioneering work of the Fouts brothers 
(Taylor, Finis, and Noah) with soybeans in Indiana. Many 
Indiana farmers grow soybeans today and realize that 
soybeans are one of Indiana’s most important crops. But not 
everyone knows that some of the fi rst soybean growers in 
Indiana were the three Fouts brothers, who grew them on 
farms located near Deer Creek in Carroll County, Indiana. 
This article tells the story of their work and its present 
signifi cance.
 In 1974 Indiana ranked third in the USA in soybean 
production. The farm which Taylor Fouts called the 
homestead has passed into the hands of his son-in-law, Leo 
Bowman, who now farms 400 acres there, of which 151 
acres are in soybeans. Bowman also farms part of the land 
that belonged to Noah Fouts; of these 110 acres, about 60 
acres are planted with soybeans. Bowman also has another 
42 soybean acres on another farm–for a total of 253 acres in 
soybeans. Of the 900 acres planted this year by Bill Fouts 
(grandson of Finis Fouts), about 300 are in soybeans.
 Photos above the article show: (1) The front of a large 
white barn with “Soyland” written in big letters above the 
main doors. (2) The cover of a seed catalog. Across the top 
is written “Soyland Seeds.” In the middle is a large photo of 
a soybean plant. Below that: “Soybeans our specialty. Fouts 
Brothers. Camden, Indiana.” The text says that this brochure 
was also used to teach Indiana farmers about the soybean 
crop. Address: People Page editor.

165. Davenport, John Scott. 1975. Earliest Pfautz/Fouts 
families in America. National Genealogical Society 
Quarterly 63(4):243-63. Dec. [83* ref]
• Summary: Anyone interested in the real history of the 
Fouts family in American should study this article, which 
has been carefully researched and documented. Equally 
important, it carefully points out and explains the mistakes in 
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earlier family histories.
 The Pfautz/Fouts family arrived in America in 1727 
when Hans Michael Pfautz and family of fi ve children (all 
born in Europe) arrived in Philadelphia on 18 Sept. 1727 
on the ship William & Sarah from Rotterdam. William 
Hill was the ship’s master. On the same ship came Jacob 
Pfautz, Hans Michael’s eldest son, and Jacob’s family. Their 
destination was “Skibach.” From the German settlement 
at Skippack (about 20 miles northwest of Philadelphia, in 
present Montgomery County), the family appears to have 
settled in Lancaster County. Hans Michael died intestate in 
Lancaster County about Feb. 1741 or 1742. His estate was 
administered by Jacob Pfautz, his son, and two others. A 
remarkable document dated 29 April 1763 provides details. 
His widow, Ursula Pfautz, lived three decades longer. Born 
in about 1862, she was buried in the graveyard on Augustine 
Widder’s plantation on 16 May 1772. Hans Michael was also 
probably buried there.
 Second generation: Jacob Pfautz, the eldest son of Hans 
Michael and Ursula Pfautz, was born in Europe ca. 1700, 
married Anna Magdalena there ca. 1719. He arrived in 
Philadelphia (as noted above) on the same ship as his father. 
By Sept. 1750 he was describing himself as Jacob Fauts of 
York County, Pennsylvania. He and his wife had at least 
seven children.
 Third generation: Michael Fouts, the third child, was 
born in Europe ca. 1724. He married Catherine Varner, 
daughter of John Adam Varner, of Germany Township, York 
Co., Pennsylvania. In about 1762 he moved to Uwharrie 
waters in Rowan (now Randolph) Co., North Carolina. In 
1801 he deeded all his lands to his eldest son John, then 
disappeared from the records. Michael died in about 1803 in 
Randolph County, North Carolina.
 Note 1. The fourth through seventh generations are 
outlined in a letter dated 4 Feb. 1982 from John S. Davenport 
to Mrs. William G. Fouts of Galveston, Indiana (which see).
 Note 2. In early 1979 Dr. Davenport discovered that he 
had made several crucial mistakes concerning the children of 
Hans Michael Pfautz and his wife Ursula. He explained these 
in detail in a typed, single-spaced, 6-page letter dated 29 
May 1979 and sent to his many Fouts genealogy co-workers: 
(1) The Jacob Pfautz who married Anna Magdalena in about 
1719, who immigrated to America before 1730, and whose 
ancestors settled in Cass and Carroll counties, Indiana, was 
NOT the son of Hans Michael and Ursula Pfautz.
 (2) This Jacob immigrated to America before 1730 on a 
different ship from Hans Michael and Ursula. He may have 
been in America by 1727.
 (3) Two children (and their wives) in the family of Jacob 
and Anna Magdalena Pfautz should not have been there. (4) 
The number of children in the family of Hans Michael and 
Ursula Pfautz and their order of birth was wrong.
 (5) The Jacob Pfautz who WAS the son of Hans Michael 
and Ursula did NOT marry Anna Magdalena in about 1719; 

he married Eve Elizabeth Eckman on 22 Nov. 1748.
 The question then naturally arises: Are Hans Michael 
Pfautz (immigrant of 1727) and Jacob Pfautz (immigrant 
before 1730) related? They probably are, perhaps cousins 
from Germany, but the exact nature of relationship is not yet 
(April 2000) known.
 Note 3. The information in this article was based largely 
on 40 “Fouts Folks Progress Reports” from 28 July 1970 
to 26 April 1982. Some of these, published after 1975, 
updated information in this article. Additional updates are 
found in the 14 issues of the Pfautz-Fouts-Foutz Newsletter 
published from 26 May 1980 to June 1987. As of Oct. 1999 
the latter are available on the Web at http://home.earthlink.
net/~pfoutsr/. Address: 112 Liberty Hall Road, Lexington, 
Virginia 24450.

166. Carroll County Comet (Delphi, Indiana). 1976. A cabin 
built with hand-hewn oak logs by Noah Fouts in 1838... 
March 3.
• Summary: “... was moved Saturday from Deer Creek 
Township in Cass County [Indiana] to its new resting 
place in France Park. The building was donated to the Cass 
Historical Society by a descendant of the Fouts.”

167. Carroll County Comet (Delphi, Indiana). 1977. Fouts 
cousins reunion. Oct. 19. p. 2, cols. 3-4.
• Summary: “A reunion of the descendants of the late 
Solomon and Margaret Fouts was held Sunday, October 9 
at the Burlington Legion Home with 110 persons attending. 
Following a basket dinner at noon, Bill Fouts, president, 
acted as master of ceremonies and called on representatives 
of the families of the eight children of Solomon and 
Margaret Fouts for entertainment. Humorous incidents, 
stories from the past, and musical selections were presented 
by Chris Krause, Sarasota, Florida; Tom Fouts, better known 
as Captain Stubby, Galveston; Mrs. Jerry Hendress, Camden; 
Mrs. Pauline Jones, Lafayette; Fred Getty; Charlotte Grace, 
Ft. Wayne; Jan Yoshonis, Okemis, Michigan; and Dr. 
Howard House, Los Angeles, California.”

168. Cox, Maxine. 1978. Bowman family carries on tradition 
of Fouts’ ‘Soyland.’ FarmWeek (Knightstown, Indiana) 
24(40):1. Nov. 2. Central & Western Indiana edition.
• Summary: Taylor Fouts’ daughter and her husband, Mr. 
and Mrs. Leo Bowman, now farm a total of 900 acres on 
what used to be the famous farm of Taylor Fouts, which 
was named “Soyland” in 1918–two years after the second 
soybean day was held at the Fouts farm in 1916. The name 
“Soyland” still appears on the big barn, located along S.R. 
29 south of Logansport near Deer Creek in Carroll County. 
The 900 acres includes land that used to be part of Noah 
Fouts’ farm; 350 of these 900 acres are planted to soybeans 
this year. The Bowmans farm the land in partnership with 
their son-in-law, Jerry L. Hendress, and their daughter, Mara. 
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The Bowmans are also the parents of a son, Darrell, and 
grandparents of four. Bill Fouts is also engaged in soybean 
production. “So the soybean tradition is being continued in 
the Fouts family.”

169. Davenport, John Scott. 1979. Re: Hans Michael Pfautz, 
Sr. of Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania, was NOT an ancestor of 
North Carolina Fouts! Letter to Fouts family genealogy co-
workers, May 29. 4 p. Typed, with signature on letterhead.
• Summary: “Dear Fouts Folk: You are going to have trouble 
believing this–but we’re almost back where we started 
relative to identifying the immigrant ancestry of the Fouts 
of North Carolina. The reason: Johann Michael Pfautz, Sr., 
of Rohrbach-Sinsheim, Rhenish Palatinate, was not the 
father of Germany Twp., York Co., Pennsylvania, who was 
the father of Michael Fouts and Margaret Fouts Hoover of 
Randolph Co., North Carolina!
 “Why this recantation after the article published in 
December 1975? Relative to other Fouts work I have 
had occasion to inspect the parish records at Rohrbach-
Sinsheim. With other facts, the German records make the 
Jacob Pfautz, of Strasburg, Lancaster Co., Pa. (previously 
identifi ed as the eldest son of Jacob Pfautz of York Co.) the 
only possible identifi cation as the son of Johann Michael 
Pfautz, Sr. The land patent of 1763 to Barbara Lyne which 
included a description of the land disposition and probate of 
Hans Michael Pfautz, Sr.’s estate had an intentional error in 
its identifi cation of Jacob Pfautz as the eldest son. Clearly, 
in retrospect, with all of the Pfautz being strong Lutheran 
(Ursula, the mother, was German Reformed before marriage 
and after her husband’s death), the eldest son (Hans Michael, 
Jr., the Dunker minister) was disowned by his father. Hence, 
in Johann Michael, Sr.’s mind Jacob was the eldest son–and 
he made his land deal with Jacob.
 “In Pennsylvania in 1741/2 when Johann Michael, Sr., 
died, aliens still did not possess the right to devise by will, 
but a land conveyance to an eldest son was legitimate (the 
English had a thing about primogenitor [and primogeniture]) 
and land could be passed from father to eldest son without 
the question of naturalization arising. Hence, the conveyance 
of the father’s land to Jacob had to be stated in deed 
terminology as a conveyance to an eldest son in order 
to make it legal and acceptable for patent. So, all parties 
participated in a charade–and I got sucked into a whirlpool 
of circumstantial evidence, for the only Jacob in the area 
who was obviously older than Hans Michael, Jr., was Jacob 
Pfautz of York Co., who just happened to be on the move 
when movement was indicated in Sr.’s land affairs. It made 
a nice story, but it was all wrong. With Jacob PFautz of 
Strasburg fi rmly identifi ed as the son of Sr., all corroborative 
documentation connecting the North Carolina Fouts to the 
Lancaster Co., Pa., Pfautz disappears.
 “There was unquestionably a connection between Jacob 
Pfautz of York Co., and young Theobald Pfautz, immigrant 

of 1738–but the only possible connection of Hans Michael, 
Sr., to Jacob Pfautz lies in that fact that Hans MIchael is 
shown in the passenger manifest of 1727 as destined for 
‘Skippach,’ a German community north of Philadelphia in 
present-day Montgomery Co., Pa., and Jacob Pfautz was a 
resident of Skippach from at least 1729 to 1749–by records 
noted to date. Further, on the same ship’s list was a Jacob 
Mast, also destined for Skippach–who did not sign the list of 
oaths of allegiance and abjuration.”
 “So those of you who were a bit disappointed and found 
that genealogy had lost its savor after we’d made the Hans 
Michael Pfautz connection, be of good cheer! The quest 
starts anew.
 “Before going on, however, you should see what the 
Hans Michael Pfautz family looked like in its German 
origins and Pennsylvania documentation. This identifi cation, 
I assure you, is not going to change–it double documented, 
both sides of the Atlantic.”
 A family group record is then given for this family of 
6 children, with notes. Dr. Davenport then discusses John 
David Pfautz, who arrived in America in Oct. 1749, and 
who was, in some manner, related to both Jacob Pfautz 
and Theobald Pfautz. Johann David Pfautz had lived in 
Merchingen, Rhenish Palatinate, for at least 12 years before 
he left for America. Lutheran records document the births 
and deaths of children during that period.
 “Are we to believe that the cluster of Fouts in North 
Carolina during the Revolution was coincidental. The 
identifi able families of Jacob, immigrant of 1727?; Theobald, 
immigrant of 1738; and John David, immigrant of 1749, 
were all living within the fi ve-mile diameter of a circle 
in 1779 and were occupying adjacent lands in several 
instances–yet were in two separate counties.
 “We’ve got spade work to do, but the odds favor our 
fi nding a blood relationship between Jacob Pfautz, Theobald 
Pfautz, and Johann David Pfautz–all of whom have clear 
Lutheran antecedents, and all of whom became Dunker in 
greater or lesser degree. If we fi nd one, I suspect that we’ll 
fi nd all three in Germany. I suspect that all of them will tie 
together ultimately, for Pfautz or Pfauz is an uncommon 
name, and seemingly did not appear until the 1600s. With the 
exception of Conrad Foutz, who was born in Zweibruecken, 
all of the PFAUTZ originated east of the Rhine in what is 
now Wurttemburg-Baden [Baden-Wuerttemberg], Germany. 
The evidence now strongly points to another surname–
PFAUTZ for Conrad.
 “Okay, are you ready for a Jacob Pfautz hypothesis?
 “From the present evidence, having eliminated 
erroneous identifi cations and relationships per Germany 
fi ndings, Jacob PFAUTZ, wife Anna Magdalena, had the 
following family:
 “Anna Margaret, b. c1723; m. c1744, Andrew Hoover, 
Sr.; d. 1798, N.C.
 “Michael, b. c1724; m. c1746 Catherine Varner; d. 
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c1803, N.C.
 “John Ludwig, v. 1730; no further record.
 “Andrew, b. 1735; m. c1771, Ann Lemen; d. 1808, (W) 
Va. [Virginia]
 “Ana Maria, b. 1738; no further record.
 “Catherine, b. 1740; m. c1758, John Eckert; d. 1815, Pa.
 “Maria Elizabeth, b. 1743; no further record.” Address: 
Brigham Young Univ., Provo, Utah.

170. Scott, Walter O. 1979. Cooperative extension efforts in 
soybeans. In: R.W. Judd, ed. 1979. 50 Years with Soybeans. 
Urbana, IL: National Soybean Crop Improvement Council. 
86 p. See p. 64-67.
• Summary: The Smith Lever Act offi cially established 
the Extension Service in 1914. But prior to 1914 the word 
“extension” was already an accepted word at U.S. colleges. 
Cornell [Ithaca, New York] had established a Department of 
Extension in 1900. Illinois organized an extension staff in 
1901, and these people worked through Farmers’ Institutes.
 William J. Morse “probably deserves more credit than 
any other one person for the establishment of soybeans in the 
U.S. Even though he was a member of the USDA research 
staff, he was a tremendously effective extension educator... 
I have heard the late J.C. Hackleman talk about him on 
many occasions. In 1974 Martin Weiss wrote Dr. Howell 
the following: ‘... on rare occasions he (Morse) would let 
his hair down and describe some of the early experiences–
how he would take a few bushels of soybeans with him as 
he traveled by train into the southeast; how he would hire 
a spring wagon and team of horses at the livery stable and 
strike out across country; how he would induce them to plant 
a few rows from the seed he had.’ This is how he found some 
of the strong cooperators, such as the family at Monetta, 
South Carolina.’” Note: In 1936 a soybean variety was 
named “Monetta.”
 The “beginning of real acceptance of soybeans by 
American farmers started in the late teens. Notes made by 
J.C. Hackleman state that the soybean acreage in Illinois 
increased from 500 acres in 1914 to 3,288 acres in 1919. The 
persons who are linked with the early history of soybeans 
were mostly on the job before 1929 and had already fallen 
in love with soybeans. By 1929 they had developed their 
extension education program to promote soybean production. 
In the Midwest these would include the familiar names of 
J.C. Hackleman in Illinois, Keller Beeson in Indiana, Ed 
Dyas in Iowa, and George ‘Soybean’ Briggs in Wisconsin.” 
In the early days you had to sell soybeans to farmers. These 
extension pioneers were “soybean evangelists.”
 “The popularity of soybeans really took an upward turn 
in about 1920. The fi rst Corn Belt Soybean Day was held on 
the Fouts Brothers farm near Camden, Indiana, September 
3, 1920. Over 1,000 people from Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Kentucky and the USDA attended. 
The following year the second annual Soybean Day was held 

on the A. P. Meharry farm on which there were 400 acres 
of soybeans, of which 300 were for seed and hay, and 100 
acres of corn. This farm was near Tolono, Illinois. About 
1600 attended that meeting... As you might expect, Morse 
was at both of these events. The National Soybean Grower’s 
Association was organized at the Fouts farm in 1920. The 
name was changed to American Soybean Association in 
1925.
 “An extension educational program needs practitioners-
farmers who believe in the program. The late J.C. Hackleman 
mentioned two farmers more than any others; these were 
W.E. Riegel of Tolono, Illinois and John T. Smith also of 
Tolono. There were many others including Frank Garwood 
and T.H. Lloyd.”
 Also discusses: Dr. W.L. Burlison and Dr. C.W. 
Woodworth of Illinois, soybean research dealing with 
fertility and cultural practices, soybean hay, extension 
work on inoculation and soybean variety demonstrations in 
Illinois. A note attached to a page of a 1922 report said that 
Charles Vulgarnot furnished the fi rst load of soybeans to the 
A.E. Staley Company in Decatur. Staley processed the beans 
and reported it was not successful–they gummed up the 
machine.”
 Since World War II the nature of extension work with 
soybeans has changed to providing farmers with the most 
recent research information.
 Two men who were not members of any state extension 
staff but who have had a tremendous infl uence on the 
acceptance and use of soybeans in the USA are Ward Calland 
(fi rst director of the National Soybean Crop Improvement 
Council) and Bob Judd (who currently holds that position). 
Address: Univ. of Illinois.

171. Windish, Leo G. 1981. The soybean pioneers: 
Trailblazers, crusaders, missionaries. Galva, Illinois: 
Published by the author. viii + 239 p. Illust. No index. 26 cm.
• Summary: Contains many interesting biographies, often 
based on the author’s fi rst-hand knowledge. Contents: 
Section I: 1. A time to pause and refl ect. 2. Dr. W.B. Morse. 
3. The Cinderella crop of this century and some orchids 
long overdue. 4. First soybean crushing plant. 5. George M. 
Strayer (Contains a good history of the American Soybean 
Association and Strayer’s role in it). 6. Ersel Walley. 7. Dr. 
Harry Miller. 8. Henry Ford. 9. Northern Regional Research 
Laboratory. 10. Dr. Reid Milner. 11. Soybeans in China. 12. 
The fi rst combine harvesters, the western migration, and the 
passing of an era (a good history of combines in the USA 
from the 1850s to the present). 13. Prof. W. Ralph Nave 
(agricultural engineer, specializing in improving combine 
design for harvesting soybeans). 14. Soybean harvesting 
equipment.
 Section II: 15. August Eugene Staley, Sr. 16. Eugene D. 
Funk, Sr. (and the Peoria Plan, p. 74). 17. Dale W. McMillen 
[of Central Soya]. 18. Jacob Hartz, Sr. 19. Archer-Daniels- 
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Midland Company, Inc. 20. Jay Courtland Hackleman. 21. 
Dr. Robert W. Howell. 22. Dr. W.O. Scott. 23. Program. 
24. Crop improvement associations. 25. Illinois Crop 
Improvement Association. 26. Professor Emeritus Alvin L. 
Lang. 27. Morrow Plots.
 Section III: 28. Dr. Clyde Melvin Woodworth. 29. Dr. 
R.L. Bernard. 30. Theodore Hymowitz. 31. A reluctance to 
accept change or progress. 32. Episodes. 33. Russian Tour. 
34. South Farm buildings. 35. Soybeans again assert their 
value. 36. Taylor Fouts. 37. Excerpts from the Mumford 
Files. 38. Excerpts from the Hackleman Files. 39. Soybean 
variety and inoculation demonstrations. 40. The frosted green 
soybean dilemma. 41. Soybeans in the Deep South. 42. Mr. 
H.G. [sic, George Heartsill] Banks. 43. Dr. E.E. Hartwig. 
44. U.S. soybean production. 45 Aquaculture... the world’s 
untapped resource (From 1974 to 1979 the harvest from 
aquaculture more than doubled to nearly 7 million metric 
tons). 46. Almost a century of progress. About the author 
(autobiographical): Leo Gilbert Windish was born in 1909. 
A retired seedsman, he attended the University of Illinois 
in 1927 and 1928. He was close friends with Hackleman, 
and wrote this book in fulfi llment of a promise he made to 
Hackleman, whom he described as “the soybean’s greatest 
missionary.” Windish also knew Burlison (the fi rst to 
promote soybeans heavily) and Woodworth (the fi rst soybean 
geneticist).
 Note: Most of the chapters about people contain a 
portrait photo of the person on the fi rst page. Address: 101 
Exchange St., Galva, Illinois 61434.

172. Yoder, Don. ed. 1981. Rhineland emigrants: Lists of 
German settlers in colonial America. Baltimore, Maryland: 
Genealogical Publishing Co. xii + 170 p. See p. 1, 9-10. 
Illust. Index. 26 cm.
• Summary: Chapter 1, titled “Palatine emigration materials 
from the Neckar Valley,” by Friedrich Krebs, notes that the 
present state of the Palatinate (now Rheinland-Pfalz) in West 
Germany lies entire west of the Rhine River. But in the 18th 
century, when there was much emigration from the Palatinate 
to the New World, portions of the territories east of the Rhine 
were included in the Electoral Palatinate (Kurpfalz). Among 
these was the lower Neckar Valley. An old map (p. 1) shows 
the Neckar Valley, including a town named Rohrbach about 
1/8 inch southeast of Heidelberg. Since this area is now part 
of Baden-Wuerttemberg, the records are housed in the Baden 
State Archives at Karlsruhe.
 Entry 24 (p. 9-10) describes the emigration of Michael 
Pfautz of Rohrbach bei Dühren. “Hans Michael Pfautz 
appears in the passenger lists of the ship William and Sarah, 
1727.
 “[According to the records in the Heimatstelle 
Pfalz, Kaiserslautern, Hans Michael Pfautz, son of Hans 
Michael Pfautz, village mayor (Schultheiss), was born 
about 1680/1682 at Rohrbach, Kreis Sensheim. He was 

the innkeeper of the Tree Inn (Baumwirt) at Rohrbach, and 
was married on February 10, 1702, at Steinsfurt (Church 
Register, Rohrbach) to Ursula Muehlenhäuser of Steinsfurt, 
Reformed, daughter of Hans Jacob Muehlenhauser of 
Steinsfurt. The emigration party consisted of fi ve persons. 
On March 22, 1727, Michael Pfautz sold his property [Haus, 
Hof u. Acker] for 650 fl orins to the beerbrewer Hans Adam 
Tracken at Neckargemünd].
 “Hans Michael Pfautz settled in ‘Conestoga,’ i.e., 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. In 1737 his children 
numbered six: (1) Hans Michael, (2) Hans Jacob, (3) 
Johannes, (4) Andreas, (5) Anna Margaretha Wiederer, and 
(6) Anna Barbara Weller. Pfautz’s Valley in Perry County, on 
the west side of the Susquehanna, is named for this family.”
 Other members of the family found in Frederick 
Township, Philadelphia (now Montgomery) County, prior 
to 1734, are listed; they include Jacob Fauts, Baltus Fauts, 
Anna Barbara Pfautz (of Leacock, married Jacob Heller, 
25 June 1734), David Pfautz (a carpenter in Lancaster in 
1761). Andreas Huber, President Herbert Hoover’s emigrant 
ancestor, married a Pfautz from Lancaster County. Andreas 
Huber, born 23 Jan. 1723 at Ellerstadt in the Palatinate, 
from a family originally from Canton Aargau, Switzerland, 
came to Pennsylvania on the Ship Two Sisters, arriving at 
Philadelphia on 9 Sept. 1738. He settled in Lancaster County 
and married Margaret Pfautz circa 1745. Margaret Pfautz 
was said to be a daughter of Michael Pfautz, emigrant of 
1727. In 1746 Andreas and Margaret Huber removed to 
Carroll County, Maryland, near Little Pipe Creek, and in 
1772 went to North Carolina. Two brothers of Andreas 
preceded him to America. A large illustration (p. 10) shows 
the Palatine city of Sinsheim.

173. Cass Park and Recreation Board. 1981? France Park, 
Cass County, Indiana. Established spring of 1967 (Leafl et). 
Cass County, Indiana. 2 panels. Front and back. Undated.
• Summary: On the back of this brochure is a color photo 
of the Noah Fouts’ 100 year old log cabin, which stands at 
the entrance to the park; it was moved here from its original 
location. Noah lived 1801-1845. He settled in Cass Co. in 
1838. Address: Cass County, Indiana.

174. Modisett, Tom Fouts. 1982. Indiana Department of 
Commerce: Hoosier Homestead Award application. Camden, 
Indiana. 15 p. Jan. 13. 28 cm.
• Summary: This is the farm on which Noah Fouts grew 
soybeans. Name of present owner: Tom Fouts Modisett. 
Address: R.R. #1, Box 137, Camden, Indiana 46917. 
Name(s) to appear on award: Tom Modisett. Address of 
farm: Address: As above. Township: Carrollton. County: 
Carroll. Date of original purchase by members of family: 
1872. Number of acres in original purchase: 112.7. Number 
of acres in original purchase still retained: 112.7. Number of 
acres in farm at present: 260. How many acres are actively 
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farmed: 260.
 “Please include a copy of the Deed or Abstract for 
each transfer of ownership, beginning with the original and 
continuing to present owner, with the Application Form. 
List all Family Owners, beginning with the Original and 
continuing to Present Owner:” A table has three columns: 
Name, relationship to present owner, date.
 1872 Feb. 29–Solomon Fouts purchased from James 
Bridge and his wife, Eve, 112.73 acres for $5,000.
 1873 Feb. 1–Solomon Fouts purchased from James 
Bridge and his wife, Eve, 80 acres for $2,200.
 1894 Dec. 15–Noah Fouts purchased from Solomon 
Fouts and his wife, Margaret E. (Noah’s parents), 112 acres 
for $5,264.
 1938 Robert and Marguerite Fouts McKee are said to 
have bought the land.
 1940 June 15. 20–Castyle N. Fouts, his wife Mildred 
A., Marguerite McKee and her husband Robert B. secured 
a mortgage on 160 acres from the Federal Land Bank of 
Louisville for $7,065.
 1942 July 30–Castyle N. Fouts and his wife, Mildred 
Ann, purchased from Robert B. McKee and his wife, 
Marguerite, 80 acres “subject to a mortgage of $4,000.00 
held by the Federal Land Bank of Louisville, Kentucky and 
recorded in Book #61, Page #323 of the Recorded of Carroll 
County, Indiana.”
 1942 Aug. 20–Castyle and his wife secured a mortgage 
on 160 acres from Aethna Life Insurance Co. for $12,000.
 Then in 1943 it was acquired by Mildred (remarried) 
and Junior Shanks, in Dec. 1950 by Chester & Kathryn 
Joyce, and in Jan. 1951 by Forrest Modisett, father of Tom 
Fouts Modisett. A letter from Tom Modisett explains that his 
father, Forrest, made an arrangement with Mr. Joyce to trade 
farms if Mr. Joyce would buy the home farm from Mildred. 
Mrs and Mrs. Joyce never lived on this farm.
 This real estate is in Carrollton Township, Carroll 
County, Indiana: The NW ¼ of Sec. 23 in Twp. 25, North 
Range 1, East.
 Source: Indiana State Archives, Indiana Commission on 
Public Records. Address: R.R. 1, Box 137, Camden, Indiana. 
Phone: 219-859-3400.

175. Davenport, John Scott. 1982. Re: The ancestors of 
Solomon Fouts (1826-1907) in America. Letter to Mrs. 
William G. Fouts, Route 2, Box 98, Galveston, Indiana 
46932, Feb. 4. 2 p. [2 ref]
• Summary: This is a key document in understanding the 
real descendants of Solomon Fouts of Indiana. The writer 
is asking for genealogical information on the children of 
Solomon Fouts and Margaret Bridges [sic, Bridge].
 He explained in an article in the Dec. 1975 issue of 
National Genealogical Society Quarterly (p. 243-63) that the 
immigrant ancestor of Solomon Fouts arrived in America in 
1727 when Hans Michael Pfautz and family of fi ve children 

(all born in Europe) arrived in Philadelphia on 18 Sept. 1727 
on the ship William & Sarah from Rotterdam, Netherlands. A 
table shows the line of direct descent from Hans Michael to 
Solomon Fouts.
 Second generation: Jacob Pfautz, the eldest son of Hans 
Michael and Ursula Pfautz, ca. 1690–ca. 1765, of York 
County, Pennsylvania. He immigrated before 1730.
 Third generation: Michael Fouts, ca. 1724–ca. 1803 
of Randolph Co., North Carolina. In 1801 he deeded all 
his lands to his eldest son John, then disappeared from the 
records. Michael died in about 1803 in Randolph County, 
North Carolina.
 Fourth Generation: John Fouts (1747-1821), moved to 
Montgomery County, Ohio.
 Fifth generation: Frederick Fouts (1772-1852) of 
Montgomery Co., Ohio.
 Sixth generation: Noah Fouts (1801-1845) of Cass Co., 
Indiana.
 Seventh generation: Solomon Fouts (1826-1907), of 
Cass Co., Indiana.
 Mrs. Thurman’s account [see 1965 article by Clara 
Fouts] of the connection between the Fouts family and the 
ancestors of Herbert Hoover “is largely fi ction, representing 
a lot of bad genealogy that was done in the 1930s–when all 
the Fouts tried to paste themselves onto a Presidential line. If 
you saw the January, 1982, issue of the Pfautz-Fouts-Foutz 
Newsletter, you saw the evidence that the family of Hans 
Michael Pfautz, Sr., did not contain a Margaret who married 
a Hoover or a John Andrew.”
 “The family movement of our Fouts line (I, too, 
descended from Jacob, via Anna Margaret Hoover) was from 
the Lower Neckar Valley of Germany [around Stuttgart] 
before 1730, to Perkiomen Creek waters in Philadelphia 
(now Montgomery) Co., Pennsylvania, then (c. 1737) to 
Germany Twp., York (now Adams) Co., Pennsylvania, then 
(1745) to Pipe Creek waters, Frederick (now Carroll) Co., 
Maryland, and then (1762) to Uwharrie waters, Rowan (now 
Randolph) Co., North Carolina. After Michael Fouts died 
in 1803, all of his children, except for son Andrew, moved–
most to Montgomery Co., but several of the son-in-laws 
moved to the mountain country of western North Carolina.
 “This origin in Jacob Pfautz is now proven–and has 
been accepted by Hulda Hoover McLean, President Hoover’s 
niece, and Hoover family genealogist. We do not know 
Jacob’s wife’s name, beyond Magdalena, but Michael’s wife 
was Catherine Varner, John’s wife was Mary Younce (Janss), 
Frederick’s wife was Susannah Sinks (widow of Solomon 
Burket), Noah’s wife was Eve Zech, and Solomon’s wife was 
Margaret Bridges [sic, Bridge].
 “As to religion, Jacob Pfautz was a Lutheran, Michael 
Fouts appears to have adopted his wife’s Mennonite 
persuasion, and John and Frederick Fouts appear to have 
been Dunkers. What Noah and his family were, I know not, 
but they were in a Brethren (Dunker) area in their early 



FOUTS FAMILY OF INDIANA    90

© Copyright Soyinfo Center 2012

Indiana settlements. I presume you know that Noah was in 
St. Joseph Co., Indiana, for a few years before he settled in 
Cass Co.”
 Note: Mrs. Fouts adds in handwriting: Dr. Davenport 
moved from Ohio to New Mexico and then to Salt Lake City. 
She has not heard from him since 1987. Address: P.O. Box 
981, Rootstown, Ohio 44272.

176. Schock, Shirley. comp. 1982. Town of Camden: Our 
sesquicentennial memoir, 1832-1982. Flora, Indiana: Printed 
by Loudon Printing Co., Inc. 80 p., unnumbered. 28 cm.
• Summary: The text on the cover reads: “The town of 
Camden: Our fi rst 150 years. A historical and pictorial 
souvenir booklet.” A large photo (on about p. 43) shows 
the Soy Seed Co. [named Soyland Seeds until about 1928] 
buildings (with a large sign on one side) next to a railroad 
siding. Roy Caldwell, dressed in overalls, is standing in 
the foreground. The caption states: “Roy M. Caldwell and 
Chester Joyce–owners–grew Reids Yellow–Dent corn and 
soybeans on their own farms. Soybeans was a new crop–
buying and selling for seed purposes. Sold many carloads to 
Henry Ford and the Ford Motor Co. for using in making oil 
paint for their automobiles during the 1930’s for their line of 
Model ‘A’ Fords. 1944–Became a specialist in the production 
of hybrid seed corn. 1982 location–Camden Hog Market–
East edge of Camden, Indiana, at the railroad crossing on 
218.”
 Talk with Bill Fouts of Galveston (Cass Co.), Indiana. 
1999. May 14. Bill is the grandson of Finis Fouts. The Soy 
Seed Company is now owned by Select Seeds in Camden; 
they are still in business.
 Talk with Dolores, wife of Arthur Eggerling, owner of 
Select Seeds Hybrids, Inc., P.O. Box 54, Camden, Indiana 
46917. Phone: 219-686-2743. 1999. May 18. In 1973 the 
Eggerlings bought the company from Virgil Joyce and his 
brother. Today they breed and sell only corn–no soybeans. 
They have no early documents. The Fouts name no longer 
survives as a brand or division within the company.
 Talk with Linda Parrot of the Carroll County Recorders 
Offi ce. 1999. Oct. 7. She thinks that the Fouts brothers sold 
Soyland Seeds to Chester Joyce. By 1928 it was renamed 
Soy Seed Co. and owned by Roy M. Caldwell and Chester 
Joyce, both of whom are now deceased. Address: Local 
Librarian, Camden, Indiana.

177. Alkire, Jack. 1983. Nanette Fabray at Fouts reunion in 
Deer Creek. Journal and Courier (Lafayette, Indiana). Oct. 
18.
• Summary: Nanette Fabray, a singer and actress who 
currently appears in the TV series “One Day at a Time,” 
attended the reunion of the descendants of the late Solomon 
and Margaret Fouts at Deer Creek several weeks ago. 
Nanette attended with her long-time friend Dr. Howard 
House, a hearing specialist from Los Angeles, California. 

Dr. House is a Fouts, being the grandson of the late Noah 
Fouts, whose farm was located along Indiana 29. Fabray has 
hearing diffi culties, and she credits Dr. House with saving 
her hearing some years ago. House was also the doctor who 
provided the hearing aid recently for President Reagan.
 The reunion drew 162 members of the Fouts clan to the 
basement of the Deer Creek Presbyterian Church. Another 
famous Fouts in attendance was Captain Stubby (Tom 
Fouts), the musician-comedian. Address: Staff columnist.

178. Project: F-135-4(3): State highway 29, construction and 
right-of-way. 1983. Indiana.
• Summary: “No right-of-way is being acquired for that 
portion of the old ‘Fouts Brothers Farm’ that was the 
probable site of the original soybean fi elds.”
 Note from and talk with Mara Hendress, who now lives 
in the home of her grandfather, Taylor Fouts. 1998. Nov. 
State Highway 29 was carefully constructed around the area 
where the original Fouts soybean fi elds are thought to have 
been planted so that the area would remain undisturbed. It 
was also constructed around the sycamore trees that grew 
from the corduroy road and Michigan Road. As of March 
1999 Highway 29 runs south of the town of Deer Creek, 
Washington Township, Carroll County, Indiana. Address: 
Indiana.

179. Kirkpatrick, Pauline Fouts Jones. 1984. Glimpses from 
memory about Uncle Noah and Aunt Lillie Jane Fouts. 
Lafayette, Indiana. 5 p. Unpublished manuscript.
• Summary: Pauline Fouts (lived 21 April 1909 to 26 May 
1988) was the eldest child of Taylor Fouts and Lillie May 
Wagoner. Her fi rst marriage was to Arthur R. Jones (b. 1890, 
d. 1975). Her second marriage was to William Kirkpatrick 
(b. 1902, d. 1997). Pauline had no children. She probably 
wrote these loving memories of her uncle and aunt after the 
Oct. 1983 Fouts family reunion.
 “My father, Taylor, graduated from Purdue in 1904 and 
he fi lled the natural position of managing the home farm 
because the father, Solomon, died in 1907. Thus Noah and 
Taylor lived across the road from each other all their lives. 
Noah, Finis, and Taylor worked together in the soybean 
development seed business for years with Purdue University.
 “Lillie Jane was the sister of Ann Payne, who lived with 
her husband on the farm north of the Fouts farm. Lillie Jane 
lived with her parents near Monitor, ten miles north-east of 
Lafayette, Indiana. When Lillie Jane visited Ann she met 
Noah and they fell in love. Ann Payne was Howard House’s 
grandmother.
 “Uncle Noah was always congenial and even 
tempered...” He laughed often. Noah built a pond next to the 
road in front of the house. Filled by a fl owing well, it was 
used for swimming and diving by kids and grown-ups alike. 
Milus House and Alta with Howard came for Christmas in 
1919 and stayed at the Modisett’s house. The weddings of 
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all Noah’s daughters except Emily were at the house, and 
Pauline remembers them all. Church was an important part 
of the life of Noah’s family. Lillie Jane died in her own 
home. Noah lived several years more but was always lonely. 
“On his way home by train from visiting Alta in Whittier, 
California, he died of a heart attack. They both were buried 
in the Deer Creek cemetery.”
 “How wonderful to have a family that can give us all a 
feeling of having ‘roots.’ Feelings of stability, working with 
the soil, devotion, love, lots of fun and laughter, and most 
of all a deep commitment to God and love for all our fellow 
men!” Address: Lafayette, Indiana.

180. Fouts, William G. 1985. Indiana Department of 
Commerce: Hoosier Homestead Award application. 
Galveston, Indiana. 12 p. 28 cm.
• Summary: This is the farm on which Finis E. Fouts 
grew soybeans. Name of present owner: William G. Fouts. 
Address: R.R. 2, Box 98, Galveston, Indiana 46932. Name(s) 
to appear on award: Mr. & Mrs. William G. Fouts. Address 
of farm: Address: R.R. 2, Box 98, Galveston, Indiana 46932. 
Township: Deer Creek. County: Cass. Date of original 
purchase by members of family: April 4, 1867. Number of 
acres in original purchase: 35.85. Number of acres in original 
purchase still retained: All. Number of acres in farm at 
present: 151.44. How many acres are actively farmed: 135, 
remainder in buildings and lots.
 “Please include a copy of the Deed or Abstract for 
each transfer of ownership, beginning with the original and 
continuing to present owner, with the Application Form. 
List all Family Owners, beginning with the Original and 
continuing to Present Owner:” A table has three columns: 
Name, relationship to present owner, date.
 1867 April 4–Solomon Foutz [Fouts] purchased from 
Henry Shanks and his wife, Mary, 35.85 acres for $1,200. 
Note: Henry Shanks had purchased this land on 23 Feb. 1865 
from William Bridge and his wife, Mary E. Bridge.
 1878 March 7–Solomon Fouts purchased from David 
See and his wife, Mary, 80 acres for $2,800.
 1894 Dec. 15–Finis E. Fouts purchased from Solomon 
Fouts and his wife, Margaret E., 80 acres for $3,360.
 1896 Oct. 5–Solomon Fouts purchased from Melissa J. 
Cree and her husband, James R. Cree, 21.5 acres for $860.
 1908 Dec. 31–Finis E. Fouts purchased from Melissa 
J. Cree and her husband, James R. Cree, 14.09 acres for 
$1,450.
 1912 Jan. 3–Finis E. Fouts purchased from the heirs 
(children) of Solomon and Margaret Fouts 57 acres for 
$2,964.
 1949 Oct. 13–Glen P. Fouts purchased from his relatives 
151.44 acres for $10.
 1974 April 11–William G. Fouts purchased from his 
relatives 151.44 acres for $10.
 This real estate is in Deer Creek Township, Cass County, 

Indiana: The NW ¼ of Sec. 13 in Twp. 25, North Range 1, 
East.
 Source: Indiana State Archives, Indiana Commission 
on Public Records. Address: R.R. 2, Box 98, Galveston, 
Indiana. Phone: 219-859-4612.

181. Carroll County Comet (Delphi, Indiana). 1985. 
Homestead awards given to two area families. Oct. 23. p. 
11A, cols. 4-6.
• Summary: Members of the Fouts family and one other 
family from this area have been invited to the State Capitol 
in Indianapolis to receive Hoosier Homestead Awards. 
Mary Margaret Fouts Bowman (of Route 1, Camden, 
Carroll County) and her sister Pauline Fouts Kirkpatrick (of 
West Lafayette, formerly of Carroll County) will receive 
commemorative certifi cates for the farm which has been in 
their family since 1854. It is a mile south of Deer Creek on 
SR [State Road] 29. Mr and Mrs Bowman and their daughter 
and son-in-law, Mara and Jerry Hendress, and family all 
live on the property, and the Hendresses farm the land. The 
original tract homesteaded was 160 acres.
 “To qualify as a Hoosier Homestead Farm, a property 
must either be a minimum of 20 acres or produce $1,000 
worth of agricultural products annually. Documentation 
of family ownership of at least 100 years must be shown.” 
The Indiana Department of Commerce started honoring 
Hoosier farm families in 1976, and since then more than 
2,300 families have been recognized for the long-term 
contributions they have made to Indiana’s agricultural 
community–according to Lt. Governor Mutz, Indiana’s 
commissioner of agriculture. For more information contact 
the Division of Agriculture, Indiana Dept. of Commerce, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Phone (Sept. 1999): 317-232-3660.

182. Bowman, Mary M. 1985. Indiana Department of 
Commerce: Hoosier Homestead Award application. Camden, 
Indiana. 2 p. 28 cm.
• Summary: This is the farm on which Taylor Fouts 
grew soybeans. Name of present owner: Bowman-Fouts 
Land Trust (Mary M. Fouts Bowman and Pauline Fouts 
Kirkpatrick). Address: R.R. 1, Camden, Indiana. Name(s) 
to appear on award: Soyland Farm. Address of farm: R.R. 
1, Camden, Indiana. Township: Carrollton. County: Carroll. 
Date of original purchase by members of family: 1854. 
Number of acres in original purchase: 160. Number of acres 
in original purchase still retained: 160. Number of acres in 
farm at present: 240. How many acres are actively farmed: 
All.
 “Please include a copy of the Deed or Abstract for 
each transfer of ownership, beginning with the original and 
continuing to present owner, with the Application Form. 
List all Family Owners, beginning with the Original and 
continuing to Present Owner:” A table has three columns: 
Name, relationship to present owner, date. (1) James Bridge–
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Margaret Bridge Fouts, wife of Solomon Fouts, was daughter 
of James Bridge–1854. (2) Zachariah Motter and Hannah–a 
relative of James Bridge–1873. (3) James Bridge–a nephew 
of Hannah Motter–27 March 1875 (a part of the NE ¼ of 
Sec. 22, Twp. 25). [3a–omitted. Solomon Fouts–son-in-law 
of James Bridge–27 March 1875 (East ½ of the NE ¼ of Sec. 
22, Twp. 25; p. 13). On this day Solomon bought 54 acres of 
land from James Bridge for $3,285. Note: Solomon built his 
fi nal residence, a two-story mansion, on this land in 1876-
77]. [3b–omitted. Solomon Fouts (from Samuel P. Berry and 
Susan J. Berry, his wife)–Probably unrelated–1 March 1880 
(SW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Sec. 22, Twp. 25; p. 13)]. (4) Finis 
E. Fouts–Grandson of James Bridge–1892. Solomon Fouts–
son [sic, father] of Finis E. Fouts–1894. Taylor Fouts–son 
of Solomon Fouts–1907. Mary Fouts Bowman and Pauline 
Fouts Kirkpatrick (daughters of Taylor Fouts)–1961.
 General information (p. 2). 1. From whom was the 
farm purchased? Jacob B. Plank. 5. Was this a homestead? 
Yes, it was the Fouts homestead. 6. Did the fi rst owner 
farm the land? Yes. 7. Did he engage in any other trades or 
occupations other than farming? Not that we are aware of. 
9. Is the original home, or any portion of it or other original 
buildings, still standing or in use? Possibly–we are not sure. 
10. When was the present home built? 1930. 11. What are the 
farm’s major crops or products? Corn, soybeans, and hogs.
 Attached to this application is an extensive “Abstract of 
Title” (23 pages) to Taylor’s 160 acre homestead, prepared 
by the Carroll County Abstract Co. in early 1930. See this 
1930 document for more details.
 Source: Indiana State Archives, Indiana Commission on 
Public Records. Address: R.R. 1, Camden, Indiana.

183. Fouts, Doris; Hand, Frank. comps. 1986. Fouts family 
tree scrolls. Galveston, Indiana. 9 scrolls.
• Summary: The information on these eight scrolls was 
compiled by Doris and Bill Fouts. The printing (apparently 
with printed letters on blueprint-type paper) was done by 
Frank Hand. The paper is tan, the letters (all uppercase) are 
black, and each scroll is 18¼ inches wide. The two longest 
scrolls (for the descendants of Noah Fouts and Finis Fouts) 
are each 7 feet long. Each generation on a scroll takes up 1 
column 2½ inches wide.
 Thus, for example, one of the two long scrolls is titled 
(in the upper left corner): “The descendants of Noah Fouts, 
the 3rd. of 9 children born to Solomon Fouts.” In the center 
of this scroll (measuring from top to bottom) in the far left 
column is written on 4 lines: “Fouts, Solomon. / B. 16 Dec. 
1826. / D. 31 March 1907. M. Bridge, Margaret.” Note that 
no dates for marriage or burial are given, and no places are 
given for birth, marriage, death, or burial.
 The fi rst scroll shows the fi rst six generations of the 
Fouts family in America. The name of the immigrant 
ancestor is given as “Pfouts, John.” No other information 
about him is given. In the second column are the names of 

his nine children, all with the surname “Pfouts.” From top 
to bottom (oldest to youngest): Catherine, John Andrew, 
Elizabeth, Susannah, Magdalene, Jacob, Jonas, Ester, and 
David. The second child, John Andrew (the only child for 
whom more than just the name is given), was born in March 
1751; his wife’s fi rst name was Mary P.
 Third generation: Andrew had ten children. The fi rst 
child, Frederick Pfouts (the only child for whom more than 
just the name is given), was born on 27 June 1772. He 
married Burkett (Nee Sinks), Mrs. Susannah.
 Fourth generation: Frederick had ten children, all with 
the surname Fouts. The third child, Noah Fouts (the only 
child for whom more than just the name is given), was born 
on 28 March 1801 and died on 1 March 1898. He married 
Eve Zech.
 Fifth generation: Noah Fouts had fi ve children. The third 
child, Solomon Fouts (the only child for whom more than 
just the name is given), was born on 16 Dec. 1826 and died 
on 31 Aug. 1907. He married Margaret Bridge.
 Sixth generation: Solomon fouts had nine children: (1) 
Laura Fouts, born 19 July 1861, died Jan. 1940, married John 
Wickard. (2) Judson Fouts, died at early age. (3) Noah Fouts, 
born 25 Jan. 1864, died 1938, married Lillie Jane Patton. 
(4) Finis Fouts, born 21 Nov. 1866, died 1943, married (1) 
Nellie Pottenger, (2) Louanna Kitchel Shanks. (5) Mary 
Fouts, born 28 Sept. 1868, died 25 Feb. 1950, married 
George Guard. (6) Emma Fouts, born 21 Nov. 1870, died 2 
Sept. 1948, married Oliver Morton Jones. (7) Alma Fouts, 
born 27 Sept. 1872, died 4 Dec. 1945, married John Albert 
Getty. (8) Clara Fouts, born 29 Aug. 1878, died 6 Sept. 1965, 
married Edward Henry Judge, Grace.
 Scrolls No. 2-8 show the descendants of each of the 
married children of Solomon Fouts.
 Note 1. These scrolls are the single best source of 
information on the descendants of Solomon Fouts (1826-
1907) and Margaret Bridge (1838-1911), even though they 
contain only birth and death dates, and spouse names. Most 
families include children born as late as the 1980s.
 Note 2. By comparing the genealogical information on 
the early generations of the Fouts/Pfautz family in America 
in these scrolls with that compiled and documented by 
professional genealogist John Scott Davenport (1975, 1982) 
it will be seen that there are some major errors in these 
scrolls. Much of the early information in these scrolls is 
based on research conducted by Helen Bridge Thurman, who 
was an amateur and did not cite her sources. For example: 
(1) The immigrant ancestor should be Hans Michael Pfautz 
(died 1741) and his wife Ursula. The second generation 
should be Jacob Pfautz (1690-1765) and his wife Anna 
Magdalena. The third generation should be Michael Fouts 
(1724-1803) and his wife Catherine Varner. (2) Solomon 
Fouts (1826-1907) should be the 7th generation in America, 
not the sixth. Address: Route 2, Box 98, Galveston, Indiana 
46932.
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184. Fouts, Christmas Eve. 1988. Re: Humorous comments 
to her grandchildren concerning the famous “Soybean Day.” 
Letter to her grandchildren. 1 p. Handwritten.
• Summary: Christmas Eve Fouts was the daughter and 7th 
child of Noah Fouts. Born on 24 Dec. 1901 in Deer Creek, 
she would have been age 18 in Sept. 1920 when the soybean 
fi eld day was held at the farm of Taylor Fouts. Her father, 
Noah Fouts (Taylor’s older brother), was there.
 Her relatives gave her a copy of a book titled A 
Grandparent’s Book, by James Wagenvoord (1981, Tucson, 
Arizona: Fisher Publishing Inc.–H.P. Books, 143 p. 28 cm) 
which consists of many basic questions and lots of blank 
space in between each question for a grandparent to write 
answers and reminiscences. In about 1988, in the section 
asking about her years growing up (p. 23) Christmas Eve 
wrote by hand: “My Grandparents Solomon and Margaret 
Eve Bridge Fouts were pioneers in Indiana, coming from 
Ohio. My grandfather became a prosperous farmer. He gave 
his three sons, Noah, Finis, and Taylor farms of 200 acres 
each.
 “My father, with his two brothers, raised the fi rst 
soybeans in Indiana and were called The Soybean Kings. 
The National Meeting for Soybean Growers was held at 
Uncle Taylor’s home, which was the Fouts’ homestead. In 
the afternoon, three cousins and myself, drove to Logansport 
in a Model T Ford. My cousin, Carol, was driving and ran 
off the road. The top fl ew back and hit our heads. My cousin, 
Rufus, who was very humorous, said as we were crawling 
out of the car, ‘Well, it is Soybean Day and we all got our 
beans cracked.’”
 Note 1. Taylor Fouts fi rst grew soybeans in 1904. The 
fi rst soybeans in Indiana were defi nitely being grown in 
Hendricks county by 1888, and in numerous other counties 
by the 1890s. They were probably grown even earlier–by G. 
Champley of Oxford, Benton County, in 1856, and by L.D. 
Brown of Tippecanoe County by 1885.
 Note 2. Christmas Eve Fouts Ragan died on 25 Nov. 
1990. Her son, William Ragan, M.D., now owns this book. 
Address: Greenwood Village South, Village Manor, Apt. 
B. 126, 271 Village Lane, Greenwood (near Indianapolis), 
Indiana 46142.

185. Carroll County Comet (Delphi, Indiana). 1989. 
Reunions: Fouts. Oct. 18.
• Summary: “One hundred twenty-eight descendants of the 
late Solomon and Margaret Fouts met for a reunion Oct. 
8 at the Burlington Community Building. Dr. Bill Ragan, 
president, conducted the meeting. Tom Fouts (Captain 
Stubby) was in charge of entertainment.” The names of the 
attendees are given.

186. Ragan, William. 1989. Fouts’ country cousins family 
reunion program. Carmel, Indiana. 2 p. Oct. 18. Unpublished 

typescript.
• Summary: Accompanying the 2-page program is a 1-page 
announcement of the reunion. Address: 11416 Lakeshore 
Drive East, Carmel, Indiana 46032.

187. Country Cousin’s Committee. comp. 1989. Fouts family 
cookbook. Indiana. 36 p. + R1-R6. Illust. Index. 24 cm.
• Summary: On the cover is an illustration (a 1989 line 
drawing, by Lou Fouts, wife of the well-known humorist 
Tom Fouts–better known as “Captain Stubby”) of the old 
Fouts cabin, erected in 1839 by Noah Fouts in Deer Creek 
Township, Cass County, Indiana. This Noah Fouts (born 
1801) was the father of Solomon Fouts (born 1826). Noah 
was born in North Carolina, moved to Montgomery County, 
Ohio, in 1802, then to Indiana in 1833. Six years later he 
built the cabin. Page 1, titled “The old Fouts cabin,” by Tom 
C. Fouts, explains that Deer Creek Township was part of 
the Miami Indian Reservation. “The old Fouts cabin now 
stands in France Park on Highway 24 west of Logansport, 
Indiana. It has been well preserved and has been leased to the 
Indiana State Archery Association.” Page 2 is a brief Fouts 
genealogy, which stops with the children of Solomon Fouts 
and their spouses.
 Contents: Appetizers. Salads. Breads. Vegetable. Dishes. 
Meat dishes. Dessert. Miscellaneous. Note: There are no 
soy recipes. Fouts family roster. Fouts genealogy (in brief). 
Note: Noah has the most living descendants (3 pages full), 
followed by Finis (1.5 pages), then Taylor (4 descendants).
 Note: Talk with William Ragan, a Fouts family relative. 
1999. June 12. In 1989 Bill was president of the Fouts family 
reunion. He asked family members to contribute recipes, 
from which he compiled this booklet. He coined the name 
Fouts Family Committee so as not to draw attention to 
himself. In 1989 he and his wife lived in nearby Carmel, 
Indiana–where they had lived for about 30 years. The old 
Fouts cabin, erected in 1839 by Noah Fouts in Deer Creek, 
has been moved to a park near Logansport, Indiana. The 
quotes in this booklet are some that Bill personally liked and 
collected over the years; they did not come from within the 
Fouts family. Address: 11416 Lakeshore Drive East, Carmel, 
Indiana 46032.

188. Ragan, Bill. comp. 1989. Fouts cousin roster. Carmel, 
Indiana. 6 p. 28 cm.
• Summary: Solomon and Margaret Fouts had eight children. 
This roster is organized by listing those eight children and 
their year of birth in the order they were born, with the name, 
address, and Zip code of the living descendants under each 
of the eight. “Revised roster for Reunion Oct. 8, 1989.”
 Note: Talk with William Ragan, a Fouts family relative. 
1999. June 12. In 1989 Bill was president of the Fouts family 
reunion. He transformed a one-page handwritten names of 
family members into a complete roster, by writing everyone 
he could think of, including heads of families. He used this 



FOUTS FAMILY OF INDIANA    94

© Copyright Soyinfo Center 2012

new roster to announce the 1989 reunion. Over the years, 
he has taken it on himself to update the roster for the Fouts 
family reunion, which takes place every three years. The last 
reunion was in July 1998. Address: 11416 Lakeshore Drive 
East, Carmel, Indiana 46032.

189. Hyman, Sidney. 1990. For the world to hear: A 
biography of Howard P. House, M.D. Pasadena, California: 
Hope Publishing House. xii + 410 p. Foreword by President 
Ronald Reagan. Illust. Index. 24 cm.
• Summary: Dr. Howard Payne House, a famous otologist, 
married into the Fouts family. This book mentions the Fouts 
family numerous times. Howard’s father was Milus M. 
House, a well-known dentist who went to Indiana University 
dental school. His fi rst wife was Jesse Payne. She gave birth 
to Howard on 29 June 1908 in Indiana, then she died in 1912 
at age 30, when Howard was only 4 years old (p. 11-13).
 Chapter 4 titled “Young Howard” states (p. 21-22): 
“In the fall of 1916 when Howard was eight years old Alta 
Mae Fouts, a young woman related to the Paynes, appeared 
on the Indianapolis scene. Her father [Noah Fouts], a 
very successful farmer near Deer Creek, Indiana, worked 
closely with people at Purdue University in developing the 
soybean business.” Alta’s mother [Lillie Jane Patton Fouts] 
was the sister of Ann Payne, which made Floyd, Dorothy, 
and the lately deceased Jesse her fi rst cousins. Alta came 
to Indianapolis to enter teacher’s college. “One evening 
after Alta fi nished reading a story to Howard, Milus, who 
was hovering nearby, told him that Alta would soon be his 
new mother. A week after Alta graduated, in June 1918, 
she and Milus were married at the Fouts country home” 
near Deer Creek, Carroll County, Indiana. Howard was 
now age 10. Alta and Milus moved to Whittier, California, 
where they had three more sons, all of whom became health 
professionals. William Fouts House became a physician (ear, 
nose, and throat; he is one of the world’s leading specialists 
in the fi eld of inner ear surgery–including acoustic tumor 
surgery and cochlear implants), James House became a 
dentist, and Warren House became a veterinarian (with large 
animals in California). Note: As of Oct. 1999 Howard, now 
age 91, is still very much alive and actively involved in his 
medical work.

190. Fouts, Bill. 1992. Re: New tombstone for Noah Fouts 
(1801-1845) and his wife Eve Zech Fouts (1796-1846). 
Letter to Fouts family cousins, Nov. 10. 1 p.
• Summary: “Dear Cousin... Enclosed are the pictures, front 
and back, of the new Fouts tombstone [gravestone] in the 
Fouts Cemetery located at Center Church in Deer Creek 
Township, Cass County [Indiana].” Engraved in the stone 
on the front top is the name “Fouts.” Below that Noah and 
Eve (Zech) with the years that each lived. Across the bottom: 
“First Settler–Deer Creek Twp. 1838.”
 On the back: “Their children: Henry married Margaret 

(Grow). Susannah. Solomon married Margaret (Bridge). 
Margaret married Levi Campbell. Frederick married Jane 
Ann (Ross) & Matilda (Hyman).
 Two enclosed color photos (each 3½ by 5 inches) show 
the front and back views. Note: This Center Cemetery is 
located on the same piece of land on which Noah Fouts 
(1801-1845), the father of Solomon Fouts, built his original 
log cabin. Address: R.R. 2, Box 98, Galveston (Cass Co.), 
Indiana 46932.

191. Bridge, Carl J. 1992. Bridge family genealogy. Keene, 
New Hampshire. 51+ p. Unpublished manuscript. 28 cm.
• Summary: Carl Bridge, M.D., is a descendant of Margaret 
Bridge, the wife of Solomon Fouts. He is retired and actively 
involved in genealogy. In a few years, he hopes to come out 
with an update of the Bridge genealogy of 1924; it would 
include the descendants of Deacon John Bridge, who came to 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1632. Note: Unfortunately, Dr. 
Bridge died in 1996 before he could fi nish his update.
 The section titled Samuel-John Townsend Line gives 
genealogical information on the descendants of Margaret 
Bridge and Solomon Fouts.
 A color photo shows a large engraved marble monument 
(in Cambridge) to John Bridge (lived 1578-1665). It 
reads: “Left Braintree, Essex County, England, 1631. As a 
member of Rev. Mr. Hooker’s Company settled here 1632 
and stayed when that company moved to Connecticut. He 
had supervision of the fi rst public school established in 
Cambridge 1635. Was selectman 1635-1652. Deacon of the 
church 1636-1658. Representative to the great and general 
court 1637-1641, and was appointed by that body to lay 
out lands in this town and beyond.” Address: 620 West St., 
Keene, New Hampshire 03431-2142.

192. Brown, Marilyn Bridge. 1992. Descendants of John 
Townsend Bridge (1778-1825): Of Massachusetts, Butler 
County, Ohio, and Madison County, Indiana. Mena, 
Arkansas: Published privately by the author. viii + 189 p. 
Illust. Index of Bridge names. Index of names other than 
Bridge. 28 cm. [35 ref]
• Summary: Contents: Introduction. Family historians. 
Historical background. 1. Ancestry of John Townsend 
Bridge. Chart of Bridge-Garfi eld Connections. 2. John 
Townsend Bridge: The Fall Creek Massacre–A chronology. 
(Summary: In 1824, nine Indians were murdered by 
white men in Madison County, Indiana. The men were 
tried and found guilty, and three were hanged. It was 
the fi rst execution of white men for killing Indians. An 
historical marker describing the event is located by State 
Road 38 between Markleville and New Castle, Indiana). 
Bibliography–The Fall Creek Massacre. Helen Thurman’s 
“The Fall Creek Tragedy.” Some editorial comments on 
the massacre. Map of Adams Township, Madison County, 
Indiana. The Harper family. 3. The Margaret Bridge line. 
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Chart of descendants. 4. The John Bridge line. Chart of 
descendants. 5. The James Bridge line. Chart of descendants. 
6. The Hannah Bridge line. Chart of descendants. 7. The 
Joseph Bridge line. Chart of descendants. The Bennett 
family. 8. The Thomas Bridge line. Chart of descendants. 
9. The William Bridge line. Chart of descendants. Map 
of Carroll County, Indiana. Carroll County landowners. 
Cousinships.

 Photos of special interest include: (1) Portrait of James 
Bridge (p. 44, above).
 (2) The children of James Bridge and Eva Brozier ca. 
1880. Back row (left or right): Margaret E. (Bridge) Fouts, 
Martha Jane “Jennie” (Bridge) Gates, Hannan (Bridge) 
Motter. Front row (l to r): John W. Bridge, Daniel James 
Bridge, James Cornelius Bridge. Source: From the collection 
of Carl J. Bridge.
  A large illustration (p. 48) shows the handsome two-
story home and barn of Solomon and Margaret Fouts. In 
front of it is a horse and carriage, and a split-rail fence.
 Talk with Marilyn Bridge Brown. 2000. Feb. 17. John 
Townsend Bridge was not the fi rst white man to be convicted 
of killing an Indian in the United States. Address: 627 Polk 
412, Mena, Arkansas 71953. Phone: 501-394-3646.

193. Ragan, Bill. comp. 1995. Fouts genealogy. Indiana. [5 
p.] + 5 p. + 9 p. 28 cm.
• Summary: On the white cover is an illustration of the large 
two-story homestead of Solomon Fouts. To its left is a two-
story barn, and between the barn and main house are four tall 
conifers. In front of the house, a horse is pulling a carriage to 
the left. In the foreground is a low split-rail fence.
 Contents: Fouts genealogy. Fouts family history, by 
Clara Fouts Grace (Aug. 1965; she was born on 29 Aug. 
1878). History of Hopewell North Presbyterian Church 
(and the Ladies Aid Society), by Mr. Solomon Fouts, Sept. 
1, 1906. Fouts cousin genealogy & mailing roster: The 
descendants of Solomon Fouts (born 1826, died 1907) and 
Margaret Bridge (b. 1838, married 1860, d. 1911). Contains 
the name, address, and Zip code of all living descendants.
 The Fouts genealogy starts with Baron [sic] Hans 
Michel (John Michael) von Pfoutz. In 1727 he brought 
his family (wife Catherine and two children, Frederick 
and Margaret) to America from Germany. They settled in 
Pfoutz Valley [sic], Pennsylvania. After several generations: 
Frederick Fouts (born 1772) moved from North Carolina to 
Montgomery County, Ohio, in 1802. His son, Noah Fouts 
was born in 1801 in North Carolina. In 1802 he moved with 
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his parents to Montgomery County, Ohio. In 1833 he moved 
to Indiana. His son, Solomon Fouts was born in 1826. He 
had eight children who grew to adulthood: (1) Laura Fouts, 
born 1861, married John Wickard. (2) Noah Fouts, born 
1864, married [fi rst] Lillie Jane Patton. (3) Finis Fouts, 
born 1866, married Nellie Pottenger, then Louanna Kitchel 
Shanks. (4) Mary Fouts, born 1870, married George Guard. 
(5) Emma Fouts, born 1870, married Oliver Morton Jones. 
(6) Alma Fouts, born 1872, married John Albert Getty. (7) 
Clara Fouts, born 1878, married Edward Henry Judge Grace. 
(8) Taylor Fouts, born 1880, married Lillie May Wagner” 
[sic, Wagoner]. Note: For a more accurate and carefully 
documented genealogy of the Fouts family see: Davenport, 
John Scott. 1975. “Earliest Pfautz/Fouts families in America” 
National Genealogical Society Quarterly (Dec., p. 243-58).
 Talk with Mara Fouts. 1999. June 11. Solomon’s last 
two children were born while the family lived in this house, 
which is located about ½ mile from the town of Deer Creek 
and 5 miles from Camden (the town where the post offi ce 
is located). The house burned down in 1929. Taylor Fouts 
rebuilt it in 1930. Address: 11147 Peppermill Lane, Fishers, 
Indiana 46038-9082. Phone: 317-570-9025.

194. McLean, Hulda Hoover. 1995. Genealogy of the 
Herbert Hoover family: Revised and expanded edition. West 
Branch, Iowa: The Hoover Presidential Library Assoc. xiii + 
309 p. Hoover Institution Biographical Series No. 30.
• Summary: This book is divided into two parts: Part 
I–Ancestors of Herbert Hoover. Part II. Descendants of 
Andrew Hoover. It contains a great deal of information 
concerning the Pfautz / Fauts families (see the Index under 
these two surnames).
 Pages 112-13 discuss Andreas Huber (Andrew Hoover) 
and his marriage to Maria Margretta Pfautz. Andreas was 
born on 29 Jan. 1723 at Ellerstadt, district Dunkheim, in the 
Rhenish Palatinate, the ninth and youngest child of Gregor 
Jonas Huber, a well-to-do landowner and vintner. An entry at 
the old Lutheran church book at Ellerstadt gives the record of 
this infant birth and baptism (on 7 Feb. 1723). When Andreas 
was 15 years old, he emigrated to America, where two of 
his brothers preceded him. He arrived in Philadelphia on 9 
Sept. 1738, and took his oath of allegiance on 9 Sept. 1748. 
He stayed with his brothers and friends in the rich farmland 
of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, until he was 22 years 
old, “when he married Maria Margretta Pfautz. She was the 
eldest daughter of Jacob Pfautz and probably niece of Hans 
Michael Pfautz, Jr., Bishop of the Church of the Brethren in 
Pennsylvania. She was born in about 1725 in Zweibreuken 
[sic, Zweibruecken], the Palatinate, and came as an infant 
with her family on the ship William and Mary, arriving in 
Philadelphia on 8 Sept. 1717.
 In 1746, Andreas and Margretta moved to Carrol [sic, 
Carroll] County, Maryland and, in 1750, patented fi fty acres 
of land called Mirey Spring along Little Pipe Creek at the 

head of Chesapeake Bay near Uniontown (between the 
present towns of New Windsor and Union Bridge). Here 
their children, except possibly the youngest, were born. 
During these years Andreas Huber changed his name to 
Andrew Hoover and Margretta became Margaret.
 Note: The 1st edition (xii + 486 p.) was published by 
the Hoover Institution (at Stanford University) in 1967, with 
errata and addenda (24 p.) published in 1976. Hulda Hoover 
McLean, a niece of President Hoover, was born in 1906. 
The second edition was edited by Martha Hayes. As of Aug. 
2000, Hulda presently lives in California, and is very sharp 
and alert.
 Note 2. Talk with John Scott Davenport, professional 
genealogist. 2000. Aug. 4. The Jacob Pfauts mentioned 
above was born in Rohrbach, Rhenish Palatinate, in today’s 
Germany–not Switzerland. He did not emigrate to America 
on the ship William and Sarah. His fi rst wife was Maria 
Elizabeth, but there is only a “family tradition”–with no 
fi rm evidence, that he was married a second time to Anna 
Magdalena Yingling. In short, this book contains quite a few 
errors and is not well documented. Address: California.

195. Pharos-Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). 1996. Joseph 
Kitchel Fouts–Obituary. Jan. 29.
• Summary: Joseph Kitchel Fouts, age 88, of Route 1, 
Camden, died at 10:45 p.m. Sunday at Sarasota Memorial 
Hospital, Sarasota, Florida. He was born on 11 July 1907 
at Deer Creek, the son of Joseph E. and Nellie E. Kitchel 
Fouts. On 21 June 1930 he was married to Gladys A. Brooke 
in Rockville, Maryland; she died 5 April 1980. On 23 Dec. 
1984 he married again in Carroll County to Elizabeth B. 
Black, who survives.
 In 1939 he returned to the farm and farmed until his 
retirement in 1974. He was a member of the Deer Creek 
Presbyterian Church. He was also a member of the board of 
the Carroll County Historical Museum.
 He is survived by two sons: Joseph E. Fouts (Hot 
Springs Village, Arkansas) and William B. Fouts (Columbia 
Heights, Minnesota). Also by one brother, Charles W. Fouts 
(Flemington, New Jersey), one sister–Rebekah Wharton 
(Indianapolis, Indiana), four grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren.
 Services will be held at 10:30 a.m. Thursday in Deer 
Creek Presbyterian Church, Camden, with Rev. David 
Smook offi ciating. Burial will be in Hopewell Cemetery, 
Deer Creek. Friends may call from 4 to 8 p.m. Wednesday in 
Cree Funeral Home.
 Note: Joseph was a member of the board of the Carroll 
County Historical Museum.

196. Callanan, Bob. 1996. Soya Bluebook: Celebrating 50 
years of service to the soybean industry (Ad). Soya Bluebook 
Plus 1997. p. 13-21.
• Summary: On the top two-thirds of each page is a brief 
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history of the soybean in America from 1900 to the present, 
with emphasis on the work of the American Soybean 
Association, which was founded on 3 Sept. 1920 as the 
National Soybean Growers’ Association by more than 
1,000 people who attended the fi rst “Cornbelt Soybean 
Conference” on a farm owned by the three Fouts brothers 
near Camden, Indiana. It was renamed the American 
Soybean Association in 1929.
 To the left and right of this story on each page are two 
reproductions of full-page advertisements from existing 
companies that appeared in the Bluebook. The fi rst four ads 
are from Anderson International (1947), Archer Daniels 
Midland Co. (1947), French Oil Mill Machinery Co. (1947), 
and Ross & Rowe, Inc. (1947, now ADM Lecithin).
 The story contains many photos related to the ASA and 
soybean production and trade. For example: (1) A farmer on 
a horse-drawn cultivator in a soybean fi eld from the early 
1900s. (2) The front of the ASA offi ces in Hudson, Iowa. 
(3) Henry Ford in 1940 testing the strength of a soy-based 
plastic trunk lid on a Ford car by swinging an ax against 
it. (4) Mr. & Mrs. George Strayer in Oct. 1955 leaving 
for Japan by air from Waterloo, Iowa. (5) The fl oor of the 
Chicago Board of Trade in Oct. 1936 as the new soybean 
futures market opens. (6) An oceangoing freighter in the 
1940s docked next to Central Soya Company’s elevators in 
Chicago. (7) W.L. Burlison and C.M. Woodworth inspecting 
soybean variety demonstration plots at the University of 
Illinois.
 Accompanying this history, on the bottom one-third 
of each page is a chronology from 1900 to 1997 that 
highlights major events of the companies that advertise in 
the Soya Bluebook Plus–even though those events may be of 
relatively little importance in soybean history. For example: 
1905–H.R. Williams Mill Supply Inc., Kansas City, Missouri 
is founded by Harry Richard Williams. 1914–Universal Oil 
Products Co. (UOP), Des Plaines, Illinois, is established. 
Address: Communications Director, American Soybean 
Assoc. Phone: 314-576-1770.

197. Archibald, Jennifer. 1996. Soyland–soybean birthplace. 
Carroll County Comet (Delphi, Indiana). Oct. 23. p. 8.
• Summary: Since 1854 the farmstead now known as 
Soyland has been in the Fouts-Bowman-Hendress family. 
Located along SR [State Road] 29 near Deer Creek, “the 
farm was the birthplace of soybean production. Solomon 
Fouts was the fi rst to bring soybeans from China to Carroll 
County. He experimented with raising some of the seed in 
the late 1800s.” Solomon’s son, Taylor Fouts, was a soybean 
pioneer in Indiana and the USA. He graduated from Purdue 
in 1902. “In 1904, he planted four varieties on four acres. By 
1907 he had amassed a total of 200 bushels of seed beans. 
He was joined in the venture a year later by his two older 
brothers, Noah and Finis.”
 Taylor’s daughter Mary Margaret Fouts, and her 

husband Leo Bowman, continued to farm Soyland until 
1974, at which time they formed a partnership with their 
daughter, Mara, and her husband, Jerry Hendress. In 1986 
Jerry left the farming business and became a sales specialist 
for Countrymark Co-op. He is presently the feed sale and 
marketing manager of Excel Co-op.
 A photo shows Taylor Fouts and Finis Fouts in 1915, 
holding up and examining a soybean plant.
 Note 1. This article was is a special section of the 
Carroll County Comet honoring fi ve Hoosier homesteads in 
the county which have been in the family for 100 or more 
consecutive years.
 Note 2. Talk with Jennifer Archibald. 1999. March 17. 
Jennifer heard from Leo Bowman that Solomon Fouts “was 
the fi rst to bring soybeans from China to Carroll County.” 
Further research has convinced her that this statement is not 
true. Solomon did not bring soybeans from China. But in 
1896 or 1898 he did receive two varieties of soybeans from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture; he planted these on his 
farm near Deer Creek. Address: Staff writer, Delphi Offi ce, 
Delphi, Indiana.

198. Ragan, Bill. comp. 1998. Fouts genealogy. Indiana. [4 
p.] + 5 p. + 10 p. 28 cm.
• Summary: This 1998 edition is quite similar to the 1995 
edition (which see) except that it contains an insert of a table 
(3 p.) of the name, address, and Zip code of all the living 
descendants. Address: 11147 Peppermill Lane, Fishers, 
Indiana 46038-9082. Phone: 317-570-9025.

199. Hendress, Mara. 1998. Taylor Fouts (Interview). 
SoyaScan Notes. Nov. 22. Conducted by William Shurtleff of 
Soyfoods Center.
• Summary: Taylor Fouts was Mara’s maternal grandfather 
(her mother’s father), but she never knew him because he 
died when she was one year old. Taylor’s parents were 
Solomon and Mary; Taylor was one of about nine children. 
Mara’s mother is Margaret Fouts Bowman and her father Leo 
Bowman. Her grandmother (Taylor’s wife) was Lillie May 
Wagoner. Mara and her husband now live in the house where 
Taylor Fouts lived most of his life. This house burned down 
in about 1929, when her mom was about age 9. Taylor and 
one hired man rebuilt it the next year.
 Leo farmed with Taylor until Taylor died [on 11 Dec. 
1952]. Then Leo took over the farm, and Leo and Margaret 
Bowman moved into Taylor’s house with his widow–who 
died about 4 years later. Mara has quite a few articles about 
Taylor Fouts and the farm; she is willing to send copies to 
Soyfoods Center.
 Mara and her husband moved onto this farm in about 
1979-1981 even though her father still owns the main farm. 
They farmed for a few years, then her husband got a better 
job working for a company that sells farm equipment. So 
they sold their own farm equipment, and now a friend of 
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theirs farms their land. The old barn burned about 18 years 
ago; it too was rebuilt and “Soyland” was written again in 
big letters on the new barn–where it can still be seen. As far 
as Mara knows, Taylor coined the word “Soyland” and it 
has always been associated only with his farm and not with 
his brothers’ farms. Taylor had a good sense of humor, and 
religion was an important part of his life; he was a devout 
Christian (Presbyterian) and his children and grandchildren 
attend the same church that he did.
 Mara’s parents are both alive and well, and of clear 
mind; they spend the winters in North Fort Myers, Florida. 
Margaret is about age 78. Taylor Fouts’ other two children 
are no longer living. Address: 3858N SR [State Road] 29, 
Camden, Indiana 46917. Phone: 219-859-3522.

200. Bowman, Mary Margaret Fouts. 1998. Taylor Fouts 
(Interview). SoyaScan Notes. Nov. 23. Conducted by William 
Shurtleff of Soyfoods Center.
• Summary: Taylor Fouts was Mary Margaret’s father. 
Taylor’s parents were Solomon Fouts and Margaret Bridge. 
Solomon immigrated to the United States from Germany and 
settled the family farm in Carroll County. They had eight 
children, 3 boys and 5 girls. Taylor (who had no middle 
name), the youngest of the eight, was born on 14 Dec. 1880. 
He grew up on the family farm, graduated from Purdue 
University in agriculture, then immediately came back home 
and took over the family farm from his father. He and his 
wife lived in the big family house. Solomon’s two other sons, 
Noah and Finis (pronounced FAI-nus), also became farmers, 
and each son farmed about 350 acres. Noah’s farm was right 
across the road from Taylor’s, while Finis’ farm was about 
3 miles north. All three brothers were deeply interested in 
soybeans; they lived close to one another and remained close 
friends throughout their entire lives. Of the fi ve girls, some 
went to college, all got married and moved away from the 
farm–located on Route 1, Camden (the post offi ce), next to 
State Road 29 in Carroll County. The two main crops on 
Taylor’s farm were corn and soybeans, but he also grew 
wheat, oats, and alfalfa.
 An abbreviated family tree sent by Mary (revised July 
1995) shows that Taylor married Lillie May Wagoner and 
they had three children: Pauline (born 1909), Frederick (born 
in late 1910), and Mary Margaret (the youngest, born 26 
Dec. 1919). Mary Margaret is the only one of these three 
children still living. In Sept. 1920, one year after Mary 
Margaret was born, Taylor hosted the foundation meeting of 
the American Soybean Association on his farm, which was 
named Soyland.
 In 1929 the main family home burned to the ground; 
Taylor and one hired man rebuilt it. Mary Margaret was age 
9 at the time. Taylor died on 11 Dec. 1952; he was 3 days 
short of age 72.
 What kind of a man was Taylor Fouts? Mary Margaret 
remembers him as a fi ne man. He was a family man, very 

kind and honest and witty. He was a fun person to be with, 
had lots of friends, and was a good neighbor–thoughtful of 
others, and always helpful when they were in need. Note: 
He even composed a humorous song about the soybean–
which he and his brothers sang at the big ASA meeting in 
1920. He was very inventive–always trying to make or fi x 
something, a handy man. He developed and used a one-row 
mounted corn picker, that was attached to a B International 
tractor; however he never applied for any patents. He and 
his brothers were very active in the church in Deer Creek 
(which was only about half a mile away), and religion was 
extremely important to him. He was an elder for many years 
and he helped construct the church building.
 Mary Margaret went to Purdue and met her future 
husband, Leo, there. They both graduated (Leo in 
agriculture) and were married in 1943, then moved to a small 
existing house on her parent’s farm, located about 1,000 feet 
from the main house (the “homeplace”), just over a little hill. 
Leo took over the farming, since Taylor wanted to retire, but 
Taylor remained very active and helpful. After Taylor died, 
Mary Margaret and Leo moved into the homeplace with 
Lillie May. After several years, Lillie May moved away, into 
a trailer near one of her daughters in Gary, Indiana. She was 
there about 2 years, then she was taken to a nursing home 
in Peru (pronounced PEE-ru by most farmers in Carroll and 
Miami counties), Indiana, where she passed away.
 In about 1974 Mary Margaret’s daughter, Mara, and 
her husband, Jerry Hendress, moved into the little house on 
the farm–where Mary Margaret and Leo had fi rst lived. On 
1 Jan. 1980 the big old barn, which had “Soyland” written 
on the front, burned down. It was replaced with a simpler 
pole-building barn and the word “Soyland” (the name of the 
farm) was again written on the front. In about 1986-87 Leo 
retired. Mary Margaret and Leo moved out of the big house 
and into the little house; they swapped houses with Mara and 
Jerry. Mara has all the articles about Taylor and the farm; 
Mary Margaret has none of those documents. Address: RR1, 
Box 134, Camden, Indiana 46917. Winter: North Fort Myers, 
Florida. Phone: 941-543-8910.

201. Fouts, Bill; Fouts, Doris. 1999. Remembrances of 
the Fouts brothers (Interview). SoyaScan Notes. Feb. 15, 
May 26, and May 28. Conducted by William Shurtleff of 
Soyfoods Center.
• Summary: Bill’s grandfather was Finis (pronounced FAI-
nis) Fouts. Bill bought the home farm, used to grow up to 
500 acres of soybeans a year, is now age 71, and retired 
4 years ago. He is interested in the history of the Fouts 
brothers work with soy. He has two large and excellent 
photos Solomon and Margaret Fouts with all their children. 
One of these is quite large. He also has a panoramic photo 43 
inches wide (and its negative) of the soybean fi eld day held 
on Taylor Fouts’ farm in 1920. On the front is written Sept. 
3, 1920. On that day, someone few an airplane down from 
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Chicago, Illinois, and landed on the pasture. Bill used to pilot 
a little.
 Bill has never heard the story about Solomon Fouts 
getting soybeans from China. Solomon did give each of his 
sons–Noah (the eldest), Finis, and Taylor (the youngest)–80 
acres of land.
 The Fouts brothers had one of the fi rst combines in 
this part of Indiana. They probably purchased it jointly. 
Bill remembers that 12-foot combine, which was one of 
the biggest around, in about 1928. Bill’s father (Glen) and 
Castyle (a son of Noah) worked together with Taylor, using 
the combine to harvest crops on all three farms. This shows 
that the three brothers were farming together. He thinks they 
sold the combine during the 1940s, then all three of them 
went their individual ways. It was probably at that time that 
Soyland, which had been used to refer to all three farms 
during the years the three brothers farmed together, reverted 
back to being Taylor’s farm. Bill recalls that the three split 
up at about the time that Taylor’s daughter, Mary Margaret, 
married Leo Bowman [in 1943]; after that Taylor, Leo, and 
Mary Margaret all farmed together.
 Bill’s father, Glen, often told him that they had no 
way to get the soybeans out of their pods, so they tromped 
‘em out on the barn fl oor. Glen also said that Taylor’s fi rst 
soybeans arrived in 1903, but he didn’t get his fi rst crop until 
1904.
 Taylor, the youngest child of Solomon Fouts, was the 
only one who graduated from Purdue (in 1902). Noah was a 
student there for two years (1885-86) and Finis for one year 
(1888).
 Doris Fouts is the Fouts family genealogist; she has 
passed her genealogical information on to a younger person; 
it is not in the form of family group records.
 Bill has heard that the Fouts Brothers had a seed house 
in the town of Camden, Indiana. Bill is looking at an article 
titled “Soybeans and Red Star,” dated 1925 from some 
unknown farm periodical. An oval photo shows Rufus Fouts 
(a son of Finis and a brother of Glen–Bill’s father), who died 
at an early age of a defective heart valve. Rufus Fouts was 
the bookkeeper. It states: “A very big percentage of Middle 
Western farmers know of the Fouts Bros., soybean Kings 
of Carroll County. These men have built up a very enviable 
reputation in the seed business, and are doing the same thing 
with Red Star [fertilizer]. “The members of this organization 
are Taylor, Noah and Finis, the three brothers. Rufus Fouts, 
son of Finis, is in charge of the fertilizer business for the 
fi rm.” Rauh is the name of the company that owns the Red 
Star fertilizer brand. An oval photo shows handsome Rufus 
Fouts dressed in a coat, tie, and Ben Hogan-style golf cap.
 The descendant of Soyland Seeds still exists in Camden 
under the name of Select Seed Hybrids, and Bill sells their 
seed corn. Bill has called them to ask for early records. They 
told him that a lady (who is interested in history) in Camden 
has those early records. Rufus’ wife, aunt Alta, is still living. 

Address: 427 E. 1050 S., Galveston (Cass Co.), Indiana 
46932. Phone: 219-859-4612.

202. Carroll County Comet (Delphi, Indiana). 1999. Three 
named to ag hall of fame. March 10.
• Summary: Leo Bowman was one of three men inducted 
into the Carroll County Agriculture Hall of Fame, which 
was established in 1994. Twenty-eight other men have been 
previously named to this elite group. The three were named 
and recognized at the Carroll County Pork Producers’ annual 
meeting and banquet Monday night. Also announced at the 
meeting were the 1999 recipients of the Carroll County Pork 
Producers Memorial Scholarship in memory of Jill Pickart.
 Leo Bowman was born in 1920 and was a member of 
Ceres, an agricultural honorary organization. He returned 
home to farm with his father-in-law, Taylor Fouts, and he 
also taught veterans agriculture at Flora High School and 
then at Camden High School... He has been a member of the 
Carroll County Farm Bureau since 1946 and served as its 
president for approximately 10 years.”
 “Soybeans have always been grown on their farm, 
Soyland Farm, and the fi rst American Soybean Association 
was formed there, with Taylor Fouts serving as the fi rst 
president.
 “Bowman and his son-in-law, Jerry Hendress, were 
farming approximately 1100 acres of corn and soybeans and 
marketing between 1500 and 2000 hogs per year when he 
retired.
 “He and his family are very strong Purdue people. Leo, 
Mary, their son, Darrel, and their daughter, Mara, are all 
Purdue graduates. Jerry and Mara’s son, Jason, is a recent 
Purdue graduate, and their daughter, Lindsey, is presently a 
student at Purdue.
 “The Bowmans spend about fi ve months a year in 
southern Florida.”
 A small portrait photo shows Bowman, Bill Duff, and 
Everett Gruber.

203. Bowman, Mary Margaret Fouts. 1999. The descendants 
of Taylor Fouts. Galveston (Cass Co.), Indiana. 1 p. 40 x 30 
cm.
• Summary: This is descendancy chart in the form of a 
family tree with Taylor Fouts and his wife at the head (far 
left). Taylor Fouts (born 14 Dec. 1880, died 19 Dec. 1952) 
married Lillie May Wagoner (b. 4 Nov. 1883, d. 15 April 
1961). They had three children: (1) Pauline Fouts (b. 21 
April 1909; died 26 May 1988). Her fi rst marriage was to 
Arthur R. Jones (b. 1890, d. 1975). Her second marriage 
was to William Kirkpatrick (b. 1902, d. 1997). Pauline 
had no children. (2) Fredric Fouts (b. 20 Sept. 1910, d. 25 
Feb. 1984). He married Mae Vodicka (b. 1912). (3) Mary 
Margaret Fouts (b. 26 Dec. 1919). She married Leo D. 
Bowman (b. 15 Feb. 1920).
 Fredric and Mae Fouts had three children: (2A) Jan 
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Norman Fouts (b. 4 June 1939). He married Barbara Oliver 
and they had four children: Lynda K. Fouts (b. 15 March 
1961), Sheila Marie Fouts (b. 10 March 1974), Robin C. 
Fouts (b. 9 Dec. 1970), and Thomas B. Fouts (b. 30 July 
1971). Lynda married Patrick Apodaca and they had one 
child, Patrick Jan Apodaca (b. 30 March 1989). They were 
divorced. (2B) Reginald Leigh Fouts (b. 4 March 1942). He 
married Kay Comstock. They had no children. (2C) Gregory 
Taylor Fouts (b. 22 May 1943). He married Gheri Matea (b. 
21 April 1943) and they had two children: Benjamin Taylor 
Fouts (b. 6 Aug. 1970) and Courtney Jane Fouts (b. 20 July 
1972). They were divorced.
 Mary Margaret Fouts and Leo Bowman had two 
children: (3A) Darrell Bowman (b. 25 Nov. 1947). He 
married Rita Sheagley, and they had two children: Shane 
Alan Bowman (b. 23 Aug. 1970) and Todd Warner Bowman 
(b. 20 April 1972). Todd married Candi Dukes (b. 12 Aug. 
1972) and they had one child: Conner Davis Bowman (b. 4 
Jan. 1998). They were divorced. (3B) Mara Lynn Bowman 
(b. 25 Jan. 1951). She married Jerry Hendress (b. 20 April 
1949). They had two children: Jason Ryan Hendress (b. 27 
Nov. 1975) and Lindsey Taylor Hendress (b. 1 March 1978). 
Address: 427 E. 1050 S., Galveston (Cass Co.), Indiana 
46932. Phone: 219-859-4612.

204. Ragan, Bill. 1999. Memories of Taylor Fouts 
(Interview). SoyaScan Notes. June 12. Conducted by William 
Shurtleff of Soyfoods Center.
• Summary: Bill, who was born in 1927, has many vivid 
memories of Taylor Fouts. Taylor was the most educated 
of all the eight children of Solomon Fouts. He was the only 
university graduate (he graduated from Purdue in 1902) and 
he had a life-long zeal for reading, studying, and learning. In 
his home on the farm he had an offi ce; the walls were lined 
with books, which he collected and read. “He was always 
reading and trying to keep up on things.” He must have had a 
very active mind. Taylor was considered somewhat eccentric 
by his contemporaries, but he was very kind. He was bald 
headed, even as a fairly young man, and had a very quick 
smile. In his barn, near the house, he was always tinkering 
farm equipment and other machinery. He was somewhat of 
an inventor, and he liked to do that more than doing the basic 
farm work. People in the area felt like he was not tending 
to his business–though he had quite a few hired hands and 
his farm (like that of his brother, Noah) was always quite 
prosperous. Noah’s farm and Taylor’s farm were right 
across the road (Road 29, called the Michigan Road at that 
time) from each other. Bill does not know why Taylor, the 
youngest child, inherited his father’s main house and land.
 Taylor came from a very religious family with high 
moral standards; his father helped to found the local 
Presbyterian church. Taylor continued this tradition in his life 
and family. He was a member of the “old school.” His family 
was the center of his life, and they were active in the local 

church.
 Noah, Bill’s grandfather, was also a very kind and 
religious person. He had less zeal for education that Taylor 
and spent more time working in his fi elds with his hired 
hands, and later his son, Castyle. The Great Depression hit 
Noah very hard. Address: 11147 Peppermill Lane, Fishers, 
Indiana 46038-9082. Phone: 317-570-9025.

205. Hendress, Mara. 1999. Re: The location of Taylor 
Fouts’ home and farm (Soyland). Letter to William Shurtleff 
at Soyfoods Center, June 22. 2 p.
• Summary: Mara encloses a contemporary map of northern 
Indiana. The farm is located in northeastern Indiana, in 
Carroll County, about ½ mile south of the small town of 
Deer Creek. State Road 29 runs north-south on the east side 
of the farm and State Road 218 runs east-west a little north 
of the farm. Camden is about 6 miles to the west. Purdue 
University, in West Lafayette, Indiana, is about 30 miles to 
the southwest.
 The nearest medium-sized cities are Logansport, about 
10 miles to the north, and Kokomo, about 26 miles to the 
southeast. The nearest big city is Indianapolis, about 60 miles 
to the south.
 She also encloses maps of Carrollton and Washington 
townships. Taylor originally owned 160 acres on the northern 
edge of Carrollton township, 40 acres (later sold to Laura 
Grubb) in central Carrollton township, and another roughly 
160 acres just north of the fi rst 160 acres, on the southern 
edge of Washington Township. Address: 3858N SR [State 
Road] 29, Camden, Indiana 46917. Phone: 219-859-3522.

206. Photographs taken at the home of Jerry and Mara 
Hendress, the former home of Taylor Fouts near Camden, 
Indiana. 1999. Camden, Indiana.
• Summary: These 12 color photographs (each 4 by 6 
inches) were taken in June and July 1999 by Mara Bowman 
Hendress, a granddaughter of Taylor Fouts, who now lives in 
his former house with her husband, Jerry Hendress. She sent 
them to Soyfoods Center to help readers better understand 
what Taylor’s house looks like today.
 The photos show: (1) View of the east side of the 
house (see next page), taken from across the highway. This 
handsome two-story brick structure, which sits about 5 feet 
above the highway surrounded by wide green lawns, was 
built in 1932 on the basement of the original homeplace of 
Solomon Fouts that burned in 1929. Jutting out to the left is a 
new addition to the house, constructed in 1991. 
 (2) North view of the house with a huge tamarack tree in 
the foreground. The old front door faces west. (3) South view 
of the house. A vine growing up in the angle where two walls 
meet marks the dividing line between the old and new parts 
of the house.
 (4) A blue and white sign near the road states: “Hoosier 
Homestead Farm–Owned by the same family for over 100 
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years.” The south view of the house is in the background. 
Note: This farm has been in the family since 1854. The Fouts 
family was given the Hoosier Homestead Award on 25 Oct. 
1985. (5) The inset white stones forming the letters “T” 
and “F” (for Taylor Fouts) by the old front door facing west 
towards the highway. Taylor had a shuffl eboard on the front 
porch. (6) Looking to the west from the highway at gardens 
and lawns just north of the house. Barely shows the road to 
the garage. The grayish blue house in the distance between 
the trees is where Mara’s parents, Leo and Mary Margaret 
Bowman, live.

 (7) The bottom fi eld, west of the highway, looking from 
the house northward. Notice the wall and mailbox built from 
fi eldrock.
 (8) Standing in the front yard (upper right) and looking 
north towards Deer Creek. The row of trees in the far distant 
center of the picture is the historic row of sycamore trees 
that sprouted from a corduroy road (of logs laid side by side 
transversely to make a road surface). The highway used to go 
straight through the row of sycamores; now it curves to the 
right or east of them. The farm of Noah Fouts (Taylor’s older 
brother) is to the right in the picture. (9) Standing across 
State Road 29 on the east side looking north and west.
 (10) Standing at the north end of the house and looking 
north and east to Noah’s old farm area. See the pond with 

swans on it. “Our cousin Donita Modisett lives there.” (11) 
Looking to the north from the driveway (which goes to the 
garage under the house) on the north side of the house. The 
lane to Mara’s parents’ house is the road on the other (north) 
side of the rock wall. (12) taken from the west side of the 
house facing north.

207. McCain, Richard. 1999. Memories of Taylor Fouts 
(Interview). SoyaScan Notes. Sept. 16. Conducted by 
William Shurtleff of Soyfoods Center.
• Summary: The Fouts family was famous for their work 
with soybeans. As each of his children got married, Solomon 
gave four of them 160 acres apiece and he gave the other 
four the equivalent in money. Taylor Fouts was one of the 
fi rst men in the area to put rubber tires on his tractor. Later, 
almost all tractors and farmers switched to using rubber 
tires, from steel wheels. There were many advantages of 
using rubber tires: You could drive down a paved road. They 
rode easier in the fi eld, used less fuel, and required less 
horsepower from the motor, so you could plow in a higher 
gear. Rubber tires also compacted the soil somewhat less and 
sunk into soft soil less than steel wheels.
 Taylor had a “Regular Farmall” tractor fi rst built in the 
1920s by International Harvester Co. The tires were made by 
Firestone. The Farmall tractor was one of the few that could 
plow corn, because of the narrow front end. Address: R.R. 1, 
Bringhurst, Indiana 46913. Phone: 765-268-2303.

208. Grace, Charlotte. 1999. Fouts family reunions and Fouts 
cousins reunions (Interview). SoyaScan Notes. Sept. 25. 
Conducted by William Shurtleff of Soyfoods Center.
• Summary: In about 1912-1918, when Charlotte was a child 
age 6-12, she recalls that there were Fouts family reunions 
every year at Spencer Park in Logansport, Indiana. “It was a 
very close family.”
 In 1946 there was a Fouts family reunion at Attica, 
Indiana, at the home of Ellen Guard McCracken. This may 
have been the fi rst “Fouts cousins reunion.” They formed an 
association.
 The next family reunion was on 24 Oct. 1963 at the 
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Deer Creek Conservation Club in Indiana. The Fouts 
cousins reunions nowadays are held once every three years 
in Burlington, Indiana. There was one on 9 Oct. 1977 at the 
Burlington Legion Home, and another on 8 Oct. 1989 at the 
Burlington Community Building. In recent years Captain 
Stubby has made these reunions great fun with his good 
humor.
 Note: The fi rst Fouts family reunion was in 1906. 
Address: Concord Village, Apt. E530, 2723 S. Anthony 
Blvd., Ft. Wayne, Indiana 46816-2045. Phone: 219-447-
7130.

209. Rinehart, Margaret Fouts. 1999. Memories of Finis 
Fouts’ work with soybeans (Interview). SoyaScan Notes. 
Sept. 25. Conducted by William Shurtleff of Soyfoods 
Center.
• Summary: Margaret was born on 9 July 1912, near Deer 
Creek, Cass Co., Indiana, the daughter of Finis E. Fouts and 
Louanna Kitchel. Her earliest memory of soybeans was in 
Sept. 20, when the fi rst national soybean convention was 
held at Soyland on the farm of Taylor Fouts. “It was a very 
big event.” She was age 8 at the time, but she still remembers 
the day clearly, and she still has an original panoramic 
photograph showing the whole group. The three brothers 
and their wives were seated near the middle. The camera 
would move slowly as it took the picture. When they started 
taking the picture, she stood at the far right hand end–where 
they started. As soon as the camera started to move, she ran 
behind the group and stood at the other end. She hoped to 
appear in two places in the fi nal photo. Unfortunately, she 
only appeared at the far left end–in a little white dress; she 
started running too soon. She remembers that the wives of 
the three brothers made some soybeans recipes, including 
baked soybeans.
 When she was about 12 year sold, Finis would go out 
on his farm and collect soil from places where his soybeans 
had grown. In the shop, he ran it through a fan mill, which 
sifted as fi ne as fl our. Then he put the soil in little paper 
bags and sold it to people who wanted to plant soybeans. 
Farmers would stop by his farm and buy it. “He always said 
he was selling his farm by the pint.” She doubts that he ever 
advertised it.
 The Fouts brothers had their seed house, named Soyland 
Seeds, in Camden next to the railroad tracks. They owned 
the company together. They took the soybean seeds that they 
had grown on their farms, bagged them in burlap sacks, then 
loaded them onto the railroad cars (usually boxcars) to ship 
to their customers. She remembers as a little girl thinking it 
was lots of fun to run back and forth between the boxcars 
and the offi ce. There was a little offi ce in the front, with a 
front door, and a big room in the back where they had the 
soybeans sacked. She does not recall any walk-in customers 
buy soybeans at the store.
 Her father would drive with her down to the seed house 

and spend all day. “He had a Republic truck with hard rubber 
tires [not infl atable]. It was ten miles from our home to the 
seed house, and it took us an hour to get there. I’d sometimes 
fall asleep on the way.”
 Margaret’s sister, Laura Morton, was also at the great 
soybean event in 1920. Her picture is right there in the 
second row. She is age 95 but very alert. Address: 223 Zook 
Lane, Burlington, Indiana 46915. Phone: 765-566-3550.

210. Fouts, Tom. 1999. Memories of the Fouts brothers 
(Interview). SoyaScan Notes. Oct. 6. Conducted by William 
Shurtleff of Soyfoods Center.
• Summary: Note: Tom Fouts (brother of Bill Fouts) was 
born on 24 Nov. 1918 in Carroll County, Indiana. His father 
was Glenn Pottenger Fouts and his paternal grandfather 
was Finis Ewing Fouts. Tom is very well known throughout 
the Midwest as Captain Stubby–a wonderful and beloved 
humorist. Note: He died on 24 May 2004.
 Tom has very clear memories of Taylor, Finis, and Noah 
Fouts. Taylor was a very unusual man, a very busy man; he 
was always thinking about things–what he and his brothers 
could do. The Fouts brothers did a lot of work together. “He 
was a very interesting guy. He took my eye right away, as 
a kind of a mover, a goer–I liked that.” He was a very good 
family man, and a good church member. He always sang in 
the choir of the little Presbyterian church for which Solomon 
donated the land and quite a lot of money to construct and 
establish the church. All three Fouts brothers were very 
active in the Presbyterian church. “Taylor was a good guy, I 
just enjoyed him. He had a good sense of humor. His favorite 
expression when something went wrong was ‘Aw, rats!’ That 
was as close as he got to swearing.
 Tom recalls that the three Fouts brothers jointly 
purchased a McCormick-Deering combine, one of the early 
combines in Indiana; they took turns using it to harvest 
soybeans and other crops. Later Finis got a huge 16-foot 
Case combine that came in two parts; the body and the head. 
Taylor tried to fi gure out ways to remove the head and use it 
in different ways; he was a very inventive man. Taylor had 
a little white building on his farm that was his shop, where 
he tried different things on his implements. He was always 
working on something. In that shop he had lots of hand tools 
and even a forge and anvil. 
 For example, he put a rear view mirror on his tractor.
 Taylor also had an offi ce in his home; it was a busy 
place. Back in those days, Taylor and his brothers subscribed 
to and read a lot of agricultural publications that most 
farmers didn’t read. They were all forward thinkers. Taylor 
and Finis studied and read more than Noah and more than 
most farmers in those days. Taylor worked long hours each 
day. He was an exceptional farmer. Tom is aware that Taylor 
was one of the fi rst Indiana farmers to be given the Master 
Farmer award by Prairie Farmer.
 The three Fouts brothers were very close to one another 
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as people. They had big family gatherings–which still go on 
every few years. Tom is the master of ceremonies at these 
reunions. He says “I work cheap for the family. We have a 
glorious time.”
 Tom remembers the seed company [Soyland Seeds] 
building in Camden by the railroad tracks. “It was a big 
old building, that stored various kinds of seeds, such as 
soybeans, wheat, corn, oats, plus fertilizer.” Tom’s uncle, 
Rufus, ran the place; he died very young. Address: “Captain 
Stubby,” Box 100, Young America, Indiana 46998.

211. Richard, Mary “Ginny.” 1999. A Fouts family reunion 
in the early 1930s, later reunions, and memories of Taylor 
Fouts (Interview). SoyaScan Notes. Oct. 14. Conducted by 
William Shurtleff of Soyfoods Center.
• Summary: Mary was born Mary Virginia McCain on 2 July 
1921. Her grandparents were Mary Eve Fouts and George 
Thomas Guard. Her parents were Carl McCain and Margaret 
Guard. When she was about 10-12 years old, in about 1931-
33, there was a reunion of the Fouts children (the daughters 
and sons of Solomon Fouts) at Taylor Fouts’ home near Deer 
Creek, Indiana. This was not a great big reunion like the 
ones more recently; it was rather small, maybe 20-30 people, 
but there were some children her age there, and even a few 
babies. It was a very close family, and they all belonged to 
the Deer Creek Community Church–at least when they were 
younger, before they moved away. Mary Margaret Fouts, 
Taylor’s daughter, who has just moved to Flora, Indiana, 
would remember this reunion.
 Mary has attended many of the Fouts cousins reunions 
that started in 1963. Everyone gathers at noon for a big 
potluck lunch; the food is always wonderful. There is always 
a program, usually with Captain Stubby, which is lots of fun. 
Her husband, Jerry Richards, played clarinet with Captain 
Stubby’s group, the Buccaneers, from about 1938. There are 
many talented people in the family. Each reunion lasts only 
one day but people come from all over the United States to 
be there.
 Mary has many clear memories of Taylor Fouts: “He 
was a really great man–just a very friendly man. He liked 
to invent things. He was kind of dreamer, in a way–at least 
that’s what my grandfather, George Guard, who was German, 
used to say. Uncle Taylor was the only one of the Fouts 

children who ever graduated from college–from Purdue. He 
always had ideas about new and different things. He worked 
on some small farm-type inventions. Taylor was a very 
successful farmer, and especially in his work with soybeans. 
I saw Taylor a lot because his daughter, Mary Margaret, was 
just a year older than I was and his other daughter, Pauline, 
was my piano teacher. They were just a good family and 
Taylor was a very good family man. He was never ‘down.’ 
He always seemed to have an upbeat personality, and was a 
good laugher.” Address: 1800 W. 54th St., LaGrange, Illinois 
60526. Phone: 708-246-1288.

212. Edmondson, John Robert. 2000. J.B. “Ben” 
Edmondson, soybean pioneer in Hendricks County, Indiana 
(Interview). SoyaScan Notes. April 9. [1 ref]
• Summary: John, who is the son of J.B. “Ben” Edmondson, 
was born in 1914 (the same year his father started to grow 
soybeans) and so is now age 86, but his memory is excellent. 
He lives on his father’s farm near Clayton, the same farm 
on which he was born. This farm, now several hundred 
acres, straddles the Hendricks-Morgan county line, and his 
father was born on the Morgan County part. His parents 
had only two children; John was four years older than his 
sister, Marian. His mother was Amanda Pearl Richardson; 
everyone called her “Pearl.” She was born near Hazlewood 
in Hendricks County, about 1½ miles north of J.B.’s farm. 
John knew Taylor Fouts better than the other Fouts brothers. 
“They were primarily seedsmen.”
 Each August, just prior to harvest, J.B. Edmondson (who 
graduated from a 4-year course at Purdue in 1911) and his 
brother Ralph (who was not a college graduate) would have 
a soybean meeting on one of their farms; this greatly helped 
to develop interest in soybeans. They always had a variety 
plot each year on one of the two farms. They would invite 
local farmers plus Keller Beeson and M.O. (Merville Oleo) 
Pence, extension agronomists and soybean specialists at 
Purdue University, to speak about soybeans. Typically 35-50 
men attended. The Edmondsons would serve lemonade (John 
had to squeeze the lemons) and all the men would spend the 
afternoon discussing soybean varieties, especially varieties 
and cultural practices. These annual meetings began in about 
1920, several years before the founding of the Mid-State Soy 
Bean Association, and they continued after the Association 
was founded.
 Dunfi eld variety soybeans were grown mostly in 
Hendricks and Morgan counties. In about 1925 John’s 
dad, two of his four brothers, and some other men who 
lived nearby organized the Mid-State Soy-Bean Growers’ 
Association, to promote yellow Dunfi eld soybeans and to 
have them certifi ed. Ralph Edmondson was one of J.B.’s 
brothers who lived on the adjacent farm; he and J.B. were 
the co-founders of the Mid-State Association. Clarence 
Edmondson, J.B.’s elder brother, grew soybeans nearby and 
was a member of Association, but was not very involved 
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with its activities. J. Frank Edmondson, a fi rst cousin of J.B. 
Edmondson, was a Purdue graduate, farmed in this area, 
and helped to develop the Association. Then he contracted 
tuberculosis and decided to move to California. So he quit 
farming, went to a local college, got a teacher’s certifi cate, 
and moved to Merced, California, in 1930; he taught 
vocational agriculture until he died.
 Each year the Edmondsons went to the International 
Live Stock and Grain Show in Chicago, Illinois; they had 
a booth and promoted their certifi ed Dunfi elds. There were 
about as many farmers interested in soybeans for hay as for 
grain. Soybeans were never a very good hay crop, because 
they came in the fall when it was dusty and that was an 
aggravation to animals. In those days they were always full 
of weeds, stems, and other stuff. The Mid-State Association 
promoted soybeans as a supplement to corn for hogs–
enabling hog farmers to grow their own feed and become 
independent of feed mills–and of the need for cash. But then 
the soft-pork problem arose because mostly full-fat soybeans 
were used with the corn. That problem was solved by the use 
of defatted soybean meal.
 The American Soybean Association held part of their 
ninth annual meeting on the Edmondson farm in about 1928. 
“Prairie Farmer had little old biplane and they fl ew that 
thing down here and landed on our fi eld. That was really 
something for the books!” John recalls that they baked 
soybeans like Boston Baked Beans for about 3 days in a 
Dutch oven, then served them to those attending. The local 
women’s organization furnished the meal, and they made 
everybody take a serving of those soybeans–which not 
everybody liked.

Prairie Farmer absorbed the Farmer’s Guide of 
Huntington, Indiana. J.B. was the associate editor of the 
Farmer’s Guide for a year or two–1912 and 1913–after 
he graduated from Purdue. He and John’s mother lived in 
Huntington before they moved to the farm where John now 
lives and started farming. They started by purchasing 10 
acres adjacent to brother Ralph’s farm from an outsider (a 
non-relative). They added 80 acres the next year, then 65 
more acres 3-4 years after that.
 J.B. carried on a very active correspondence. For 
example, he was one of the 4-5 founders of the Indiana state 
Farm Bureau in about 1919 or 1920. “He was also very 
strong in the Presbyterian church, and he worked with its 
general assembly.” Most Edmondsons were Presbyterians. 
Politically, J.B. was a Democrat. And of course he wrote 
in connection with soybeans. “His old typewriter would 
be rattlin’ when I’d go to bed, and he made a carbon copy 
of every letter he wrote, and kept everything neatly fi led. 
But after he retired from farming, he and his wife moved to 
Danville, Indiana, and moved all his fi les into the basement 
of an old house. He died in 1962 and his wife died in 
1983. “Some twenty or more boxes of fi les in the basement 
deteriorated (from water and mold/mildew) to the point that 

we had to take it all to the dump. Everything smelled awful. 
It was just a catastrophe.” Ralph Edmondson lived until 
about 1960, but he was not the kind to keep records.
 John does not know when or how the soybean was fi rst 
introduced to Indiana. When asked if he has ever heard of a 
man named Parsons, he replies that he knew a man named 
Adrian Parsons who lived in northern Hendricks County. 
John also knew Adrian’s grandson, who was also named 
Adrian. John recalls that Adrian Parsons was a friend of 
his dad’s but he does not recall Adrian coming to annual 
meetings on the Edmondson farms. Adrian did nothing to 
promote soybeans as far as John can recall.
 When John was a student at Purdue, an agronomy 
professor named Fred Robbins (who had graduated from 
Purdue in about 1912) did more experimentation on the food 
qualities of soybeans than anyone else. He made soybean 
milk, and roasted soybeans like peanuts. In the late 1920s 
there was also a company in Chicago named Kato Nuts; 
they bought several truckloads of soybeans from J.B. They 
retailed them for 5 cents a bag in little cello bags. Another 
company in Chicago made a soy-based malted milk powder 
that, when mixed with milk, made a sort of chocolate milk. 
“Since dad furnished them with soybeans, they furnished 
us with samples.” Address: 10725 Hodge Rd., Clayton, 
Hendricks Co., Indiana 46118-9171. Phone: 317-539-2349.

213. Shurtleff, William; Aoyagi, Akiko. comps. 2000. Fouts 
family of Indiana–Soybean pioneers: Bibliography and 
genealogy, 1882 to 2000. Lafayette, California: Soyfoods 
Center. 91 + 187 leaves. Subject/geographical index. Author/
company index. 28 cm. Part I was printed 18 Oct. 1999. Part 
II was printed 24 April 2000. [163 ref]
• Summary: This book has two parts. Part I (91 pages) is 
an extensively annotated bibliography of the Fouts family’s 
pioneering work with soybeans, from 1882 to 1999; it 
contains 163 records, plus a complete subject/geographical 
index, and an author/company index.
 “Part II (pages 92 to 187) is a genealogy of the Fouts 
family from about 1700 to 2000–eleven generations. The 
long introduction, giving an overview of each generation, 
is followed by three descendancy charts and many family 
group records, plus an index.
 “Between the 1880s and the mid-1920s, three groups 
of people deserve most of the credit for transforming the 
soybean in the United States from an exotic curiosity into 
a commercial farm crop: farmers, workers at agricultural 
colleges and their agricultural experiment stations, and 
specialists at the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
 “Among farmers, the Fouts family of Carroll and Cass 
counties in Indiana were the leading pioneers. Taylor (the 
youngest), Noah (the oldest), and Finis Fouts, three brothers, 
worked together to demonstrate the commercial potential of 
this new crop. But their father, Solomon, was the fi rst in the 
family to grow soybeans.
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 “The Fouts family did not introduce the soybean to the 
United States: Samuel Bowen did that in 1765 at Savannah, 
Georgia.
 “Nor did they introduce soybeans to the Midwest: 
Benjamin Franklin Edwards did that, and the soybeans he 
obtained from shipwrecked Japanese in San Francisco were 
fi rst cultivated in Ohio in 1852.
 “Nor did the Fouts family introduce soybeans to 
Indiana–as some writers have incorrectly alleged: Soybeans 
were being grown in Indiana by 1888 (by Adrian Parsons 
of Hendricks Co.), and perhaps as early as 1856. In 1892 
they were fi rst grown at the Purdue Agricultural Experiment 
Station (Lafayette, Tippecanoe Co., Indiana; see Plumb 
1894).
 “Rather, over a period of fi fty years, the Fouts 
family laid the foundations of America’s modern soybean 
production industry. Today, soybeans are America’s second 
largest farm crop, after corn. Here is a brief chronology 
of their work:” Address: Soyfoods Center, P.O. Box 234, 
Lafayette, California 94549. Phone: 925-283-2991.

214. Ragan, Bill. comp. 2001. Fouts family history and 
roster. Fishers, Indiana. [10] + 5 + 10 p. 28 cm. [1 ref]
• Summary: This spiral-bound book has six parts: (1) 
“Fouts genealogy” (3 p.), by William Shurtleff, director, 
Soyfoods Center, Lafayette, California. (2) Fouts Genealogy 
(1 p.): Shows only the family in which Solomon Fouts and 
Margaret Bridge were parents. For each child, the year of 
birth and name of the spouse is given. (3) “History of the 
soybean in Indiana” (3 p.), by William Shurtleff. (4) “Fouts 
family history” (3 p.), by Clara Fouts Grace, Aug. 1965. 
(5) “History of the Hopewell North Presbyterian Church” 
(5 p.), by Solomon Fouths, 1 Sept. 1906. (6) “Fouts cousin 
genealogy and mailing roster” (10 p.), compiled and updated 
by Bill Ragan.
 Solomon and Margaret Fouts had eight children. This 
roster is organized by listing those eight children and their 
year of birth in the order they were born, with the name, 
address, and Zip code of the living descendants under each 
of the eight. On the last page we read: “Roster revised July 
2001.”
 Note: Talk with William Ragan, son of Christmas Eve 
Fouts Ragan. 2001. July 13. The one-day reunion will be 
held tomorrow, July 14. They expect about 150 people. 
Address: 1147 Peppermill Lane, Fishers, Indiana 46038-
9082. Phone: 317-570-9025.

215. Kitchell, Dave. 2004. Tom ‘Captain Stubby’ Fouts 
(1917-2004): Goodbye, beloved entertainer. Humorist, 
broadcaster fondly remembered by community. Pharos-
Tribune (Logansport, Indiana). May 25.
• Summary: A fi ne obituary for the legendary Indiana 
humorist. Three photos show Tom Fouts.

216. Farm Progress staff. 2004. Soy good-bye to farming’s 
funnyman: Captain Stubby lives on in our smiles and 
laughter. Indiana Prairie Farmer (Lombard, Illinois) 
176(8):10-12. July. Cover story.
• Summary: Contents: Introduction. Made us laugh. Talent 
show memories. Stubby and Red Skelton. Cat with nine 
lives. Court jester. Three hours with Stubby. Too funny! 
Power of a smile. Brief biography. Captain Stubby says. 
Lower the curtain. Passing the torch. Under the hay. From 
Captain Stubby’s family to you.
 Photos (one color) show Stubby at different stages of his 
life. On the cover is a large color illustration of him.

217. Indiana Prairie Farmer (Lombard, Illinois). 2004. One 
more salute to the ‘Captain.’ 176(8):8. July.
• Summary: “Indiana’s loss is heaven’s gain. Tom ‘Captain 
Stubby’ Fouts passed away May 24... Hoosiers felt a special 
tie to Stubby. After all, he was Hoosier by birth and by the 
grace of God. Underneath the laugher was a dedicated family 
man with a big heart.” Gives a number of his favorites. A 
portrait photo shows Captain Stubby.

218. Ragan, Bill. comp. 2004. Fouts family history and 
roster. Fishers, Indiana. [10] + 5 + 10 p. 28 cm. [1 ref]
• Summary: This spiral-bound book, with a blue cover, is 
very similar in contents to the one from the last reunion in 
2001–except: There is a nice 1-page tribute to and photo of 
the famous humorist Tom C. Fouts (“Captain Stubby”), who 
died on 24 May 2004 in Kokomo, Indiana. The directory 
of living members of the extended Fouts family has been 
updated. An insert is a memorial to Howard Payne House, 
MD, founder of the House Ear Institute; he died on 1 Aug. 
2003 and the memorial service was held on Aug. 19. This 
Fouts family reunion was held on 31 July 2004 at the 
Burlington Community Club, in Burlington, about 15 miles 
south of Deer Creek, Indiana.
 Note from Bill Ragan. 2004. Aug. 30. Written on an 
announcement for the “Fouts Cousins Reunion.” About 150 
persons attended this “marvelous Reunion.” Address: 1147 
Peppermill Lane, Fishers, Indiana 46038-9082. Phone: 317-
570-9025.

219. American Soybean Association. 2010. 90 years: A 
history of the American Soybean Association. Founded in 
1920. Still going strong in 2010. St. Louis, Missouri: ASA. 
20 p. Illust. 22 cm.
• Summary: Contents: In the beginning. Through the years: 
1920s. 1930s. 1940s. 1950s. 1960s. 1970s. 1980s. 1990s. 
200s. ASA presidents since 1920.
 Photos show: (1) “The three Fouts brothers (left to 
right), Taylor, Finis and Noah, at Soyland Farm during 
the fi rst Corn Belt Soybean Field Day, Sept. 3, 1920, in 
Camden, Indiana, the birthplace of the American Soybean 
Association.” (2) An early horse-drawn soybean harvester. 
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(3) Cultivating soybeans in 1923 in Camden, Indiana, on 
the farm of Taylor Fouts. (4) A typical early soybean hay 
fi eld. (5) The cover of the fi rst issue of Soybean Digest (Nov. 
1940) and of the Soybean Blue Book (1947).
 (6) George Strayer (left) and Ersel Walley (ASA 
President 1947-48) shaking hands in front of the ASA 
Offi ce in Hudson, Iowa, in 1956. (7-9) Three oval close-ups 
of some of the 1,000 people who attended fi rst Corn Belt 
Soybean Field Day on Sept. 3 at Taylor Fouts’ Soyland Farm 
in Camden, Indiana. (10) ASA’s new world Headquarters 
at St. Louis, Missouri in 1978. (11) The ASA logo from the 
1970s and 1980s.
 Note: This booklet was compiled by Jill Wagonblast, 
although her name does not appear on it. ASA has a large 
archive of photographs. There was so much there that Jill 
only got through a little bit of it. She organized information 
about each of the past presidents and some of the specifi c 
history. She has that all in fi les now that are online. She 
scanned only the photos she used in the 90th anniversary 
commemorative booklet. To scan all the old photos would 
be a full-time year-long project. The compiled this booklet 
in addition to her normal job of marketing at ASA. She 
met with Larry Krueger and give him some extra copies. 
Address: St. Louis, Missouri.

220. SoyaScan Notes. 2012. Chronology of the Fouts 
family’s work with soybeans in Indiana: Solomon, Taylor, 
Noah, and Finis. Compiled by William Shurtleff of Soyinfo 
Center.
• Summary: 1896 or 1898–Solomon Fouts (father of 
Noah, Finis, and Taylor Fouts) receives two varieties of 
soybean seeds, free of charge from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. He plants these in rows across a cornfi eld on 
his farm near Deer Creek, Carroll County, Indiana. These 
were probably the fi rst soybeans grown in Carroll County. 
Note: Soybeans were being grown experimentally in Indiana 
by 1888, and perhaps as early as 1856. In 1892 they were 
fi rst grown at the Purdue Agricultural Experiment Station 
(Lafayette, Tippecanoe Co., Indiana; see Plumb 1894). 
Solomon’s soybeans attract considerable attention as a 
legume that grows upright (erect) and produces abundant 
seeds. A lasting impression was made on Taylor Fouts (born 
14 Dec. 1880), the youngest of Solomon’s eight living 
children.
 1902–Taylor Fouts graduates from Purdue University 
(which is Indiana’s state agricultural college) with a bachelor 
of science degree in agriculture; he was the only member of 
the Fouts family to graduate from college. During the early 
1900s, several faculty members in the Purdue College of 
Agriculture were very interested in soybeans; these included 
W.C. Latta, John H. Skinner, Alfred T. Wiancko, and C.O. 
Cromer. Taylor was now “convinced that the whole Cornbelt 
needed soybeans and would like them for keeps.”
 1904 spring–Taylor Fouts collects soybean seed from the 

Indiana Experiment Station and “Soybean” Smith–an Indiana 
soybean pioneer from Warren County–enough to plant 4 
acres, 1 acre each of the Ogema, Ito San, Early Brown and 
Hollybrook varieties. Since he planted them incorrectly, only 
a few grew, but he saved that seed for another trial in 1905. 
Each year he planted more “soys” and by 1907 his varieties 
were Ito San and Hollybrook.
 1907 Feb.–The fi rst published report of Taylor Fouts’ 
growing of or experiments with soy beans appears in the 
Indiana (Purdue) Agricultural Experiment Station, Bulletin 
No. 117. Titled “Results of cooperative tests of varieties 
of corn, wheat, oats, soy beans and cow peas.” by A.T. 
Wiancko, it describes variety trials conducted in Indiana 
during 1906. One of the three experimenters in northern 
Indiana was Taylor Fouts of Camden, Carroll Co. He tested 
Ito San, Early Brown, and “Soy Bean 12339.” Since his 
yields were signifi cantly lower than those of the other two 
growers, they were not included in the averages.
 1907 April 2–Solomon Fouts (born 16 Dec. 1826 in 
Montgomery Co., Ohio) dies at his home near Deer Creek, 
Indiana. He is buried at Deer Creek Cemetery, near Deer 
Creek, Carroll County, Indiana.
 1907 Oct. 24–Taylor is married to Lillie May Wagoner 
(born 4 Nov. 1883) at Flora, Carroll Co., Indiana. Lillie 
May was obliged to postpone their wedding day until Taylor 
fi nished threshing his soybeans. “We fi nally set October 24 
as being amply late, but I just fi nished threshing at noon that 
day. We were married at 3 p.m. and were off for the long-
planned honeymoon.” Taylor now had 200 bushels of seed 
soybeans–a unique possession.
 1908 spring–Noah Fouts (born 25 Jan. 1864 in Indiana) 
and Finis Fouts (pronounced FAI-nus, born 21 Nov. 1866), 
join Taylor for the fi rst time in planting soybeans. “We 
ventured drilling soybean with the corn so that our western 
lambs, to be purchased in September, would have a more 
balanced ration. My two older brothers took readily to this 
plan and thereafter grew soybeans as a habit.”
 1908 April 1–Nellie M. Pottenger, Finis’ wife, dies in 
California at age 35. Finis had gone with her to California to 
help with her care, and he suffered a “nervous collapse” after 
her death. He was in critical condition for a while, then left 
to raise their fi ve children. devastated by her death.
 1909 April 21–Pauline Fouts, the fi rst child of Taylor 
and Lillie May Fouts is born at their home near Deer Creek. 
They would have two more children: Frederic Fouts (born 20 
Sept. 1910) and Mary Margaret Fouts (born 26 Dec. 1919).
 1909 June–Taylor writes his fi rst article for an 
agricultural journal, the Purdue Agriculturist (p. 3-5). Titled 
“Opportunities on the farm for the trained man,” it discusses 
the many benefi ts of an agricultural education, but does not 
discuss soybeans–or any other crops. He will later write four 
more articles in various other ag periodicals.
 1910 Sept.–The fi rst “Soybean day” in Indiana is held 
at Taylor Fouts’ farm–sponsored by the Purdue agricultural 
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extension department and the Carroll County agent. “It 
proved quite a help in creating interest in the crop. Report of 
this demonstration reached Illinois and a few days later in 
drove two ‘suckers’–Chas. L. Meharry and Wm. Riegel, all 
the way from Tolono.” They soon became close friends and 
soybean pioneers in Illinois.
 1914–Taylor buys an old pioneer-type elevator at 
Camden. It is remodeled and equipped with a recleaning 
and grading mill for preparation and storage of the growing 
amount of seed beans. “This was perhaps the fi rst soybean 
elevator devoted exclusively to the handling and shipping of 
soybeans in the U.S.”
 1915 Jan.–Taylor writes his fi rst article about soy 
beans, titled “Soy beans–A coming crop,” in the Purdue 
Agriculturist (p. 9-13). He discusses four advantages of 
planting corn and soy beans (especially the Hollybrook 
variety) together. Three photographs accompany the article–
including one of “hogging off” soybeans.
 1916 fall–A second soybean day is held at the “Fouts 
Bros. Farms–more acres, varieties, and experiences, and 
more folks to see and talk.” Interest in the new crop is 
growing.
 1918–”The name Soyland was adopted for the farm 
and seemed to fi t.” The Fouts brothers soon fi nd themselves 
working as seedsmen, selling soybean seeds. For many years 
the price had stayed around $2.00 to $2.50 a bushel, but in 
1917, because of demand and shortages during World War 
I, the price rose to $3.00, climbing to $5.00 in 1918, then 
$6-8/bushel in 1919. “At the end of that period we were 
offered $10.00 per bushel so we scoured the community for 
remnants from seeding and shipped 30 bushels for $300.00.”
 1920 Sept. 3–The biggest event in the history of the 
soybean in America to date takes place on Taylor Fouts’ 
farm, Soyland. It’s “The Corn Belt Soy-bean conference,” 
organized by W.A. Ostrander, of the soils and crops 
department at Purdue University, and A.L. Hodgson, County 
Agent at the Carroll County Farm Bureau, in co-operation 
with the Fouts brothers, who planted a number of variety 
test plots for the occasion; they grew 150 acres designed 
for seed and hay, and planted soybeans in over 200 acres 
of their corn. One thousand people attend and have a 
great time. Taylor demonstrated a “small direct harvesting 
machine” for soybean which he apparently developed or 
invented. W.E. Riegel wrote of this machine in 1944 as a 
forerunner of the combine, fi rst used to harvest soybeans 
in 1924 (in Illinois). The combine revolutionized soybean 
production in America. Taylor wrote a song about soybeans, 
which is sung by a quartet of local growers. Lunch includes 
soybean salads and crunchy roasted and salted soybeans–”a 
rare treat.” A panoramic photograph is taken showing all 
attendees with the Fouts home in the background. Another 
photo shows the three Fouts brothers, each wearing a hat, 
coat, and tie, standing in front of the “Soyland” barn. The 
National Soybean Growers’ Association is formed at this 

meeting. Taylor Fouts is elected its fi rst president and W.A. 
Ostrander is elected secretary. It is unanimously agreed that a 
soy bean fi eld day be held each year as a vital activity of the 
association.
 1923–A 24-page mail-order seed catalog titled “Soyland 
Seeds: Soybeans our specialty” is published by the “Fouts 
Brothers” (company name) of Camden, Indiana. It describes 
many soybean varieties that are for sale and gives details on 
growing and harvesting soybeans. They also sell Michikoff 
seed wheat, Victory Oats, Calico Seed Corn, and clover 
seeds. By 1925 they have added Red Star fertilizer to their 
product line.
 1925 Sept.–Taylor writes an article titled “Putting 
soybeans on the hoof,” published in the Proceedings of 
the American Soybean Assoc. (p. 123-26). In late 1925 
Taylor is one of four members of a committee that draws 
up a constitution and by-laws for the reorganized The 
National Soybean Growers’ Association, which is renamed 
the “American Soybean Association” (ASA). Today it is 
considered one of the world’s most powerful agricultural 
commodity associations.
 1927 Jan. 14–Taylor Fouts is one of the fi rst ten Indiana 
Master Farmers honored by Prairie Farmer (Indiana) 
magazine. He receives the prestigious Master Farmer award 
and a gold medal in a public ceremony.
 1927 Nov. 28–Taylor Fouts is elected president of the 
ASA for a second time. He is the second person ever elected 
to the ASA presidency for two terms; the fi rst was William J. 
Morse of the USDA in 1923-24, and 1924-25. Taylor, Noah, 
and Finis write a light and witty article titled “Soyland–Fouts 
Bros., Camden, Indiana,” published in the Proceedings of the 
American Soybean Assoc. (p. 92-97).
 1928–The Fouts brothers have sold their seed business, 
Soyland Seeds, with its offi ce by the railroad tracks in 
Camden, to Roy M. Caldwell and Chester Joyce, who 
rename the company Soy Seed Co. Soyland Seeds’ offi ce 
had been run by Rufus Fouts (son of Finis) until his untimely 
death on 25 July 1926, at age 24 years and 8 months.
 1929 March 5–Taylor Fouts home (built by his father, 
Solomon, in about 1876-1877) burns to the ground. In 1930 
Taylor and a hired man fi nish building a new house on the 
foundation of the old one.
 1938 Feb. 24–Noah Fouts dies in Dallas, Texas, as he is 
returning home from a trip to California.
 1943 April 3–Finis Fouts dies in Logansport, Cass Co.
 1944 Sept.–Taylor writes “Soyland saga,” published 
in Soybean Digest (p. 15-16). This is the single best history 
of the Fouts brothers’ pioneering work with soybeans. It 
contains two good photographs and the lyrics to the song he 
wrote about soybeans in 1920.
 1950 Aug. 29–Taylor Fouts is honored at the 30th annual 
convention of the American Soybean Association, where 
he is named an honorary life member and presented a gold-
plated medallion for his contribution to the soybean industry. 



FOUTS FAMILY OF INDIANA    108

© Copyright Soyinfo Center 2012

ASA’s fi rst honorary life members were chosen in Sept. 1946 
and 2-3 were named each year.
 1952 Dec. 11–Taylor Fouts dies at his home near Deer 
Creek, Carroll Co., Indiana. He had grown soybeans on his 
farm for 49 consecutive years–longer than any other farmer 
in America. As of Oct. 1999 his son-in-law, Leo Bowman, 
continues that tradition; oybeans are still being grown each 
year on that farm.

221. SoyaScan Questions. 2012. Questions about the life and 
work of the Fouts family of Indiana. Compiled by William 
Shurtleff of Soyinfo Center.
• Summary: The following questions are listed in 
chronological order:
 1876-77–When did Solomon fi nish building his 
beautiful, permanent two-story home along the Michigan 
Road in Carrollton Township, Carroll County?
 1896-1898–When and where did Solomon Fouts fi rst get 
his soybeans?
 1910 Sept.–The fi rst “Soybean day” in Indiana is held 
at Taylor Fouts’ farm–sponsored by the Purdue agricultural 
extension department and the Carroll County agent. On 
what exact date was it held. Try to get an article or other 
documents describing the day.
 1916 fall–A second soybean day is held at the “Fouts 
Bros. Farms. On what exact date was it held. Try to get an 
article or other documents describing the day.
 1918–”The name Soyland was adopted for the farm 
and seemed to fi t.” Try to get an article or other documents 
describing the day.
 1923–When did the Fouts brothers start Soyland Seeds? 
When did they open their offi ce in Camden?
 When did they sell Soyland Seeds and why? Try to get 
an article or other documents describing the transaction.

An asterisk (*) at the end of the record means that 
SOYFOODS  CENTER does not own that document.
A plus after eng (eng+) means that SOYFOODS CENTER 
has  done a partial or complete translation into English of 
that document.
An asterisk in a listing of number of references [23* ref] 
means that most of  these references are not about soybeans 
or soyfoods.
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SUBJECT/GEOGRAPHICAL INDEX BY RECORD 
NUMBERS

Acid-base balance in diet and health. See Nutrition–Acid-Base 
Balance

Adhesives or Glues for Plywood, Other Woods, Wallpaper, Building 
Materials, Etc.–Industrial Uses of Soy Proteins (Including Soy 
Flour). 94, 120

ADM. See Archer Daniels Midland Co

Adventists, Seventh-day. See Seventh-day Adventists

Agricultural Experiment Stations in the United States. 10, 32, 40, 
44, 45, 46, 54, 55, 56, 57, 61, 62, 69, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 77, 83, 86, 
87, 94, 106, 108, 115, 117, 119, 125, 126, 156, 213, 220

Agronomy, soybean. See Cultural Practices, Soybean Production

Alfalfa or Lucerne / Lucern (Medicago sativa). 21, 44, 71, 106, 200

Alkaline food, ash, reaction, or balance in diet and health. See 
Nutrition–Acid-Base Balance

Allied Mills, Inc. Including (by July 1929) American Milling 
Co. (Peoria, Illinois) and Wayne Feed Mills (Chicago, Peoria, or 
Taylorville, Illinois). 86, 88, 107, 109, 110, 118, 156, 159

American Milling Co. See Allied Mills, Inc.

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Activities in the United 
States and Canada, and General Information (Headquarters in 
St. Louis, Missouri. Established 3 Sept. 1920. Named National 
Soybean Growers’ Association until 1925). 38, 43, 75, 93, 99, 107, 
108, 109, 118, 119, 122, 123, 124, 133, 138, 140, 141, 147, 156, 
157, 158, 170, 171, 196, 202, 219

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Activities, Offi ces, and 
Infl uence Worldwide (General). 171, 196

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Activities, Offi ces, and 
Infl uence in Asia. 158, 196

American Soybean Association (ASA)–American Soybean Institute 
(1969-1973), an Industry-Wide Association. 158

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Checkoff Programs 
(Legislated / Mandatory Funding. State Programs Starting in North 
Carolina in Sept. 1966, National Programs Starting in 1989-1991), 
and State Promotion Boards (Research & Promotion Councils). 158

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Funding and Fundraising 
Before Checkoff Program or 1971. Voluntary or from USDA (FAS 
or ARS). 75, 76, 77, 107, 108, 158

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Honorary Life Members. 
119, 124, 125, 126, 133, 146, 159, 220

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Japanese-American 
Soybean Institute (JASI). 158

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Legislative Activities. 107, 
108, 158

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Meetings / Conventions 
(Annual) and Meeting Sites. 38, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 49, 52, 
53, 55, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 83, 84, 86, 88, 108, 110, 113, 115, 
116, 117, 119, 122, 125, 126, 136, 137, 138, 140, 146, 147, 155, 
158, 162, 212

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Members and Membership 
Statistics. 75, 76, 77, 88, 107, 118

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Offi cers, Directors (Board), 
and Special Committees. 46, 73, 75, 76, 77, 83, 84, 86, 87, 88, 108, 
109, 110, 113, 115, 119, 122, 125, 126, 133, 137, 138, 140, 142, 
146, 160, 161, 220

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Periodicals, Including 
Soybean Digest, Proceedings of the American Soybean Assoc., 
Soybean Blue Book, Soya Bluebook, Late News, etc. 122, 158

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Soybean Council of 
America (June 1956-1969). Replaced by American Soybean 
Institute (Est. 11 July 1969). 158

American Soybean Association (ASA)–State Soybean Associations 
and Boards (Starting with Minnesota in 1962). 158

American Soybean Association (ASA)–State Soybean Associations 
and United Soybean Board–Activities Related to Food Uses of 
Soybeans / Soyfoods, or Soy Nutrition, in the United States (Not 
Including Soy Oil or Edible Oil Products). 38, 44, 71, 72, 73, 76, 
88, 117, 126

American Soybean Association (ASA)–Strayer. See Strayer Family 
of Iowa

Anderson International Corp. (Cleveland, Ohio). Manufacturer of 
Expellers for Soybean Crushing and Extrusion Cooking Equipment. 
Formerly V.D. Anderson Co. and Anderson IBEC. 117, 196

Andreas Family of Minnesota and Iowa–Incl. Reuben Peter 
Andreas, and his sons Albert, Glenn, Dwayne (1918- ), and Lowell 
Andreas (1922- ). 159

Appliances. See Blender

Aquaculture. See Fish or Crustaceans (e.g. Shrimp) Fed Soybean 
Meal Using Aquaculture or Mariculture

Archer Daniels Midland Co. (ADM) (Decatur, Illinois; 
Minneapolis, Minnesota until 1969). 159, 171, 196

Arlington Experimental Farm. See United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA)–Arlington Experimental Farm

Asia, East (General). 20, 66, 69, 73, 118
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Asia, East–China (People’s Republic of China; Including Tibet. 
Zhonghua Renmin Gonghe Guo). 74, 109, 152, 156, 157, 171, 197

Asia, East–China–Shennong / Shên Nung / Shen Nung–The 
Heavenly Husbandman and Mythical Early Emperor of China. 157

Asia, East–Japan (Nihon or Nippon). 74, 110, 196

Asia, East–Manchuria (Called Manchukuo by Japanese 1932-45; 
The Provinces of Heilongjiang [Heilungkiang], Jilin [Kirin], and 
Liaoning Were Called Northeast China after 1950). 59, 120

Asia, East–Taiwan (Republic of China. Widely called by its 
Portuguese name, Formosa, from the 1870s until about 1945). 158

Asia, Middle East–Iran, Islamic Republic of (Jomhori-e-Islami-e-
Irân; Persia before 1935). 158

Bean curd. See Tofu

Bibliographies and / or Reviews of the Literature (Contains More 
Than 50 References or Citations). 165, 213

Biloxi soybean variety. See Soybean Varieties USA–Biloxi

Binder for Sand Foundry Cores–Industrial Uses of Soy Oil as a 
Drying Oil. 66, 76

Biographies, Biographical Sketches, and Autobiographies–See also: 
Obituaries. 1, 26, 106, 119, 126, 144, 159, 171, 173, 189, 199, 200, 
220

Black soybeans. See Soybean Seeds–Black

Black-eyed pea. See Cowpea–Vigna unguiculata

Blender, Electric (Kitchen Appliance)–Including Liquefi er, 
Liquidizer, Liquifi er, Osterizer, Waring Blender, Waring Blendor, 
Waring Mixer, Whiz-Mix, Vitamix–Early Records Only. 120

Boyer, Robert. See Ford, Henry

Breeding of soybeans. See Variety Development and Breeding

Briggs, George M. (1884-1970, Univ. of Wisconsin). 30, 32, 33, 44, 
52, 53, 55, 72, 73, 76, 77, 87, 109, 113, 117, 122, 156, 157, 158, 
159, 160, 161, 170

Brown soybeans. See Soybean Seeds–Brown

Building materials. See Adhesives or Glues for Plywood, Other 
Woods, Wallpaper, or Building Materials

Bunge Corp. (White Plains, New York). Including Lauhoff Grain 
Co. (Danville, Illinois) since 1979. 158

Burlison, William Leonidas (1882-1958, Univ. of Illinois). 30, 32, 
33, 44, 52, 53, 72, 94, 109, 110, 113, 117, 119, 122, 136, 157, 159, 
160, 161, 170, 171, 196

Cake or meal, soybean. See Soybean Meal

California. See United States–States–California

Canada–Soybean Production, Area and Stocks–Statistics, Trends, 
and Analyses. 77

Canada. 74, 75, 77, 113, 117, 119, 120, 160, 161, 162

Canadian Provinces and Territories–Ontario. 77, 113, 119, 160, 161, 
162

Central Soya Co. (Fort Wayne, Indiana; Acquired in Oct. 1987 by 
the Ferruzzi Group in Ravenna, Italy. In 1991 became part of CSY 
Agri-Processing, Inc. [a holding company], operating as a member 
of the Eridania / Beghin-Say agro-industrial group, within Ferruzzi-
Montedison). Acquired in Oct. 2002 by Bunge. 159, 171, 196

Certifi cation of soybean seeds. See Seed Certifi cation (Soybeans)

Checkoff programs (state and national). See American Soybean 
Association (ASA)–Checkoff Programs

Chemurgy, the Farm Chemurgic Movement, and the Farm 
Chemurgic Council (USA, 1930s to 1950s, Including Wheeler 
McMillen, William J. Hale, and Francis P. Garvan). 110, 120

Chicago Board of Trade (CBOT, organized in April 1848). 196

Chicago Heights Oil Co. (Chicago Heights, Illinois; Started by I.C. 
Bradley and George Brett). 62, 117

China. See Asia, East–China

Chocolate substitute made from roasted soybeans. See Soy 
Chocolate

Chronology / Timeline. 192, 196, 213, 220

Civil War in USA (1861-1865). 1

Cleaning soybean seeds. See Seed Cleaning–Especially for Food or 
Seed Uses

Coffee, soy. See Soy Coffee

Color of soybean seeds. See Soybean Seeds (of different colors)

Combines. Also called the Combined Harvester-Thresher in the 
1920s and 1930s (Combine). 57, 66, 76, 77, 93, 94, 117, 118, 119, 
122, 127, 155, 156, 159, 161, 171

Conservation of soils. See Soil Science–Soil Conservation or Soil 
Erosion

Cookery, Cookbooks, and Recipes–Mostly Using Soy, Mostly 
Vegetarian. See also: the Subcategories–Vegetarian Cookbooks, 
Vegan Cookbooks. 88, 120, 187
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Cooperative Enterprises, Ventures, Research, or Experiments, and 
Cooperatives / Co-ops, Worldwide. See also: Soybean Crushers 
(USA)–Cooperative Crushers. 10, 62, 69, 105, 116, 126, 170, 197, 
220

Corn / Maize (Zea mays L. subsp. mays)–Including Corn Oil, Corn 
Germ Oil, Meal, Starch, and Gluten. 8, 9, 10, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 
25, 27, 30, 32, 33, 38, 44, 49, 52, 53, 55, 62, 65, 66, 69, 71, 76, 77, 
79, 91, 92, 93, 94, 106, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 133, 135, 158, 
176, 182, 200, 201, 202, 207, 210, 212, 213

Cornell University (Ithaca, New York), and New York State 
Agric. Experiment Station (Geneva, NY)–Soyfoods Research & 
Development. 109, 157, 170

Cottonseed Meal and Cake (Defatted). Previously Spelled Cotton-
Seed Cake. 73

Cottonseeds / Cottonseed. Previously Spelled Cotton Seeds / Seed. 
94, 109

Cowpea or Black-Eyed Pea. Vigna unguiculata (L.) Walp. Formerly 
spelled Cow Pea. Also called Blackeye Pea, Pea Bean, Yardlong 
Cowpea. Chinese: Jiangdou. Previous scientifi c names: Vigna 
sinensis (L.) (1890s-1970s), Vigna catjang (1898-1920), Vigna 
Katiang (1889). 10, 67, 106, 115, 220

Cows / Cattle for Dairy Milk and Butter Fed Soybeans, Soybean 
Forage, or Soybean Cake or Meal as Feed. 60, 66, 67

Crop Rotation Using Soybean Plants for Soil Improvement. 20, 21, 
49, 52, 53, 55, 67, 69, 77, 92, 120

Cropping Systems: Intercropping, Interplanting, or Mixed Cropping 
(Often Planted in Alternating Rows with Some Other Crop). 22, 23, 
33, 44, 158

Crushing, soybean–equipment manufacturers. See Anderson 
International Corp., French Oil Mill Machinery Co.

CSY Agri-Processing, Inc. See Central Soya Co. (Fort Wayne, 
Indiana)

Cultural Practices, Cultivation & Agronomy (Including Crop 
Management, Erosion, Planting, Seedbed Preparation, Water 
Management / Irrigation). 5, 10, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 33, 37, 59, 60, 
67, 72, 83, 92, 170

Dairy alternatives (soy based). See Soy Puddings, Custards, 
Parfaits, or Mousses, Soymilk, Tofu (Soy Cheese)

Dawson Mills (Dawson, Minnesota) (Tri-County Soy Bean Co-
operative Association until 1969) and Dawson Food Ingredients 
(from 1974)–Cooperative. 161

Death certifi cates. See Obituaries, Eulogies, Death Certifi cates, and 
Wills

Delphos Grain & Soya Products Co. (Delphos, Ohio). 122

Detergents or soaps made from soy oil. See Soaps or Detergents

Diabetes and Diabetic Diets. 94, 120

Dies, Edward Jerome (1891-1979). 109, 126, 157, 159

Diseases of Soybeans (Bacterial, Fungal, and Viral / Virus). See 
also: Nematode Disease Control. 120

District of Columbia. See United States–States–District of 
Columbia

Documents with More Than 20 Keywords. 10, 20, 24, 33, 44, 52, 
53, 54, 55, 66, 67, 69, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 87, 88, 94, 109, 110, 
113, 115, 117, 118, 119, 120, 122, 126, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 
161, 162, 170, 171, 196, 220

Earliest document seen... See Historical–Earliest Document Seen

Economics of soybean production and hedging. See Marketing 
Soybeans

Edamamé. See Green Vegetable Soybeans

Edmondson, J.B. “Ben” (1846-1929). Soybean Pioneer in Indiana, 
and in Hendricks County, Indiana. 86, 88, 107, 109, 113, 118, 123, 
157, 159, 160, 161, 212

Embargoes, tariffs, duties. See Trade Policies (International) 
Concerning Soybeans, Soy Products, or Soyfoods–Tariffs, Duties, 
Embargoes, Moratoriums

England. See Europe, Western–United Kingdom

Equipment for soybean crushing–manufacturers. See Anderson 
International Corp., French Oil Mill Machinery Co.

Erosion of soils. See Soil Science–Soil Conservation or Soil 
Erosion

Etymology of the Words “Soya,” “Soy,” and “Soybean” and their 
Cognates / Relatives in Various Languages. 20, 44, 59, 88, 117, 120

Etymology. See the specifi c product concerned (e.g. soybeans, tofu, 
soybean meal, etc.)

Europe, Eastern–Russia (Russian Federation; Formerly Russian 
SFSR, a Soviet Republic from 1917 to Dec. 1991). 171

Europe, Eastern–USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics or 
Soviet Union; called Russia before 1917. Ceased to exist in Dec. 
1991). 120, 171

Europe, Western–Belgium, Kingdom of. 120

Europe, Western–Denmark (Danmark; Including the Province of 
Greenland [Kalaallit Nunaat]). 120

Europe, Western–Germany (Deutschland; Including East and West 
Germany, Oct. 1949–July 1990). 120, 154, 157, 158, 165, 169, 172, 
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175, 193, 194

Europe, Western–Greece (Hellenic Republic–Elliniki Dimokratia–
Hellas. Including Crete, Kríte, Kriti, or Creta, and Epirus or 
Epeiros). 120

Europe, Western–Italy (Repubblica Italiana). 120

Europe, Western–Netherlands, Kingdom of the (Koninkrijk der 
Nederlanden), Including Holland. 120, 165, 175

Europe, Western–Norway, Kingdom of (Kongeriket Norge). 120

Europe, Western–Spain, Kingdom of (Reino de España). 120

Europe, Western–Sweden, Kingdom of (Konungariket Sverige). 
120

Europe, Western–Switzerland (Swiss Confederation). 172

Europe, Western–United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland (UK–Including England, Scotland, Wales, Channel Islands, 
Isle of Man, Gibraltar). 120, 191

Europe, Western. 77

Evans Seed Co. (West Branch, Ogemaw County, Michigan) and Mr. 
Edward Ellsworth Evans (1864-1928). 52, 53, 54, 118

Expellers. See Soybean Crushing–Equipment–Screw Presses and 
Expellers

Experiment stations (state) in USA. See Agricultural Experiment 
Stations in the United States

Explosives Made from Glycerine–Industrial Uses of Soy Oil as a 
Non-Drying Oil. 66, 94, 110

Exports. See Trade of Soybeans, Oil & Meal, or see Individual 
Soyfoods Exported

Family history. See Genealogy and Family History

Farm machinery. See Tractors

Feeds–Soybeans, soybean forage, or soy products fed to various 
types of animals. See The type of animal–chickens, pigs, cows, 
horses, etc.

Feeds / Forage from Soybean Plants–Hay (Whole Dried Soybean 
Plants, Foliage and Immature Seed Included). 5, 10, 20, 21, 24, 27, 
43, 44, 49, 52, 53, 55, 67, 69, 71, 72, 73, 77, 82, 88, 93, 106, 117, 
155, 156, 170

Feeds / Forage from Soybean Plants–Pasture, Grazing or Foraging. 
53, 55, 71, 73

Feeds / Forage from Soybean Plants–Pastures & Grazing–Hogging 
Down / Off, Pasturing Down, Grazing Down, Lambing Down / Off, 
and Sheeping-Down / Off. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 33, 38, 44, 66, 69, 

71, 72, 73, 82, 93, 117, 220

Feeds / Forage from Soybean Plants–Silage / Ensilage Made in a 
Silo. 5, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 37, 38, 44, 49, 55, 69

Feeds / Forage from Soybean Plants–Straw (Stems of Whole Dried 
Soybean Plants). Also Fertilizing Value, Other Uses, Yields, and 
Chemical Composition. 71, 118

Feeds / Forage from Soybean Plants or Full-Fat Seeds (Including 
Forage, Fodder {Green Plants}, or Ground Seeds). 32, 33, 59

Feeds Made from Soybean Meal (Defatted). 71, 94

Fertilizer, soybean meal used as. See Soybean Meal / Cake, Fiber 
(as from Okara), or Shoyu Presscake as a Fertilizer or Manure for 
the Soil

Fish or Crustaceans (e.g., Shrimp) Fed Soybean Meal or Oil as Feed 
Using Aquaculture or Mariculture. 171

Flax plant or fl axseed. See Linseed Oil, Linseed Cake / Meal, or the 
Flax / Flaxseed Plant

Flour, soy. See Soy Flour

Fodder, soybean. See Feeds / Forage from Soybean Plants or Full-
Fat Seeds

Forage, soybean. See Feeds / Forage from Soybean Plants, Feeds / 
Forage from Soybean Plants or Full-Fat Seeds

Ford, Henry (1863-1947), and His Researchers–Work with Soy–
Robert Boyer, Frank Calvert, William Atkinson, Edsel Ruddiman, 
Bob Smith, Holton W. “Rex” Diamond, and Jan Willemse. 113, 
120, 122, 157, 171, 176, 196

Foreign Agricultural Service of USDA. See United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA)–Foreign Agricultural Service 
(FAS)

Foundry cores, binder. See Binder for Sand Foundry Cores

Fouts Family of Indiana–Incl. Taylor Fouts (1880-1952), His 
Brothers Noah Fouts (1864-1938) and Finis Fouts (1866-1943), 
Their Soyland Farm (1918-1928), and Their Father Solomon Fouts 
(1826-1907). 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 
36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 
54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 
72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 
90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 
106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 
120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 
133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 145, 
146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 
159, 160, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 169, 170, 171, 
172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 
185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 
198, 199, 200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 
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211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 221

French Oil Mill Machinery Co. (Piqua, Ohio). Maker of Soybean 
Crushing Equipment. Also Named French Oil Machinery Co. 196

Frozen desserts, non-dairy. See Soy Ice Cream

Funk Brothers Seed Co. (Bloomington, Illinois). Founded in 1901 
by Eugene D. Funk, Sr. (1867-1944). Started selling soybeans in 
1903. Started Crushing Soybeans in 1924. Renamed Funk Seeds 
International by 1983. 76, 109, 161, 171

Genealogy and Family History. See Also: Obituaries, Biographies. 
1, 2, 3, 4, 11, 12, 13, 14, 18, 26, 101, 103, 104, 112, 119, 126, 128, 
129, 130, 131, 132, 137, 138, 140, 141, 144, 146, 147, 149, 150, 
159, 163, 165, 169, 171, 175, 183, 188, 190, 191, 193, 195, 198, 
199, 200, 203, 214, 215, 218

Germany. See Europe, Western–Germany

Glidden Co. (The) (Chicago, Illinois, and Cleveland, Ohio). See 
also: Julian, Percy. 120

Gluten. See Wheat Gluten

Glycerine, explosives made from. See Explosives Made from 
Glycerine

Grades and grading of soybeans. See Seed Quality of Soybeans–
Condition, Grading, and Grades (Moisture, Foreign Material, 
Damage, etc.)

Grazing green soybean plants. See Feeds / Forage from Soybean 
Plants–Pasture, Grazing or Foraging

Green Manure, Use of Soybeans as, by Plowing / Turning In 
/ Under a Crop of Immature / Green Soybean Plants for Soil 
Improvement. 20, 69, 93, 156

Green Vegetable Soybeans, Usually Grown Using Vegetable-Type 
Soybeans. 120

Green soybeans. See Soybean Seeds–Green

Grits, roasted soy. See Roasted Whole Soy Flour (Kinako–Dark 
Roasted with Dry Heat, Full-Fat) and Grits

Groundnuts. See Peanut

Haberlandt soybean variety. See Soybean Varieties USA–
Haberlandt

Hackleman, Jay C. (1888-1970, Extension Agronomist, Univ. of 
Illinois). 31, 44, 45, 46, 52, 53, 54, 55, 73, 86, 87, 94, 109, 110, 113, 
117, 118, 119, 122, 157, 159, 160, 161, 170, 171

Hartz (Jacob) Seed Co. (Stuttgart, Arkansas). Founded by Jacob 
Hartz, Sr. (1888-1963) in 1942. Continued by Jake Hartz, Jr. 
(1920- ). Acquired by Monsanto in April 1983. Headquarters at Des 
Moines, Iowa, since Jan. 1998. 113, 159, 160, 161, 171

Harvesting and Threshing Soybeans (Including Use of Chemical 
Defoliation and Defoliants to Facilitate Harvesting). 5, 20, 21, 22, 
27, 49, 52, 53, 66, 67, 69, 73, 77, 93, 94, 115, 120

Hawaii. See United States–States–Hawaii

Hay, soybean. See Feeds / Forage from Soybean Plants–Hay

Health Foods–Manufacturers. 120

Health Foods Stores / Shops (mostly USA)–Early (1877 to 1970s). 
120

Herbicides. See Weeds–Control and Herbicide Use

Historical–Documents on Soybeans or Soyfoods Published Before 
1900. 1, 3

Historical–Documents on Soybeans or Soyfoods Published from 
1900 to 1923. 5, 6, 10, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 29, 30, 31, 
32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 
50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 
68, 69

Historical–Earliest Document Seen Containing a Particular Word, 
Term, or Phrase. 5, 20, 44, 69, 120

Historical–Earliest Document Seen That Mentions a Particular 
Soybean Variety. 20, 88

Historical–Earliest Document Seen on a Particular Subject. 10, 27, 
38, 46, 74

Historical–Earliest Document Seen on a Particular Subject. 1, 40, 
65, 69, 77, 93

Historically Important Events, Trends, or Publications. 32

History–Chronology. See Chronology / Timeline

History of the Soybean–Myths and Early Errors Concerning Its 
History. 157

History. See also Historical–Earliest..., Biography, Chronology / 
Timeline, and Obituaries. 1, 7, 8, 9, 26, 27, 67, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 
77, 84, 87, 88, 97, 103, 106, 107, 108, 110, 113, 115, 117, 118, 119, 
120, 122, 123, 126, 127, 137, 138, 139, 141, 142, 146, 152, 154, 
156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 162, 164, 165, 168, 169, 170, 171, 
174, 180, 181, 182, 188, 189, 192, 193, 196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 
201, 203, 204, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 218, 219, 220, 221

Hogging down soybeans. See Forage from Soybean Plants–
Hogging Down

Holland. See Europe, Western–Netherlands

Home Economics, Bureau of. See United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA)–Bureau of Human Nutrition and Home 
Economics
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Horses, Mules, Donkeys or Asses Fed Soybeans, Soybean Forage, 
or Soybean Cake or Meal as Feed. 66

Horvath, Artemy / Arthemy Alexis (1886-1979) and Horvath 
Laboratories. See also Soya Corporation of America and Dr. 
Armand Burke. 120

Hydrogenation of Soybean Oil, Soy Fatty Acids, or Soy Lecithin. 
120

Hydrogenation. See Margarine, Shortening, Trans Fatty Acids, 
Vanaspati, also Margarine and Shortening

Ice cream, soy. See Soy Ice Cream

Illinois, University of (Urbana-Champaign, Illinois). Soyfoods 
Research & Development. 53, 171

Illinois. See United States–States–Illinois

Illumination or Lighting by Burning Soy Oil in Wicked Oil Lamps 
Like Kerosene–Industrial Uses of Soy Oil as a Non-Drying Oil. 66

Illustrations Published after 1923. See also Photographs. 116, 154, 
187, 192

Illustrations, Not About Soy, Published after 1923. See also Photos. 
172

Implements, agricultural. See Machinery (Agricultural), 
Implements, Equipment and Mechanization

Important Documents #1–The Very Most Important. 1, 10, 20, 38, 
40, 44, 46, 69, 74, 86, 88, 106, 115, 117, 118, 120, 146, 158, 159, 
162, 213

Important Documents #2–The Next Most Important. 87, 119, 156

Imports. See Trade of Soybeans, Oil & Meal, or see Individual 
Soyfoods Imported

Indiana Soy Pioneers. See Central Soya Co., Fouts Family, Meharry

Indiana. See United States–States–Indiana

Industrial Uses of Soy Oil (General). 24

Industrial Uses of Soy Proteins–General and Minor Uses–Galalith, 
Sojalith, Cosmetics (Lotions and Soaps), Rubber Substitutes, 
Insecticides, etc. See also Culture Media as for Antibiotics Industry. 
171

Industrial Uses of Soybeans (General Non-Food, Non-Feed). 75

Industrial Uses of Soybeans (Non-Food, Non-Feed)–Industry and 
Market Statistics, Trends, and Analyses–Larger Companies (Ford 
Motor Co., I.F. Laucks, O’Brien Varnish Co., The Drackett Co., 
ADM, General Mills, etc.). 120

Industrial uses of soy oil as a drying oil. See Ink for Printing, Paints, 
Varnishes, Enamels, Lacquers, and Other Protective / Decorative 
Coatings, Rubber Substitutes or Artifi cial / Synthetic Rubber 
(Factice)

Industrial uses of soy oil as a non-drying oil. See Lubricants, 
Lubricating Agents, and Axle Grease for Carts

Industrial uses of soy proteins (including soy fl our). See Adhesives 
or Glues for Plywood, Other Woods, Wallpaper, or Building 
Materials

Industrial uses of soy proteins. See Paints (Especially Water-Based 
Latex Paints), Paper Coatings or Sizings, or Textile Sizing, Plastics 
(Including Molded Plastic Parts, Plastic Film, Disposable Eating 
Utensils and Tableware–From Spoons to Plates, and Packaging 
Materials)

Industrial uses of soybeans. See Chemurgy, the Farm Chemurgic 
Movement, and the Farm Chemurgic Council (USA, 1930s to 
1950s) Including, Lecithin, Soy–Industrial Uses, Soybean Meal / 
Cake, Fiber (as from Okara), or Shoyu Presscake as a Fertilizer or 
Manure for the Soil

Infant Foods and Infant Feeding, Soy-based. See Also Infant 
Formulas, Soy-based. 94

Information, computerized. See Websites or Information on the 
World Wide Web or Internet

Ink for Printing–Industrial Uses of Soy Oil as a Drying Oil. 66

Insects–Pest Control. See also: Integrated Pest Management. 22, 67, 
94, 120

Intercropping–use of soybeans in. See Cropping Systems: 
Intercropping, Interplanting, or Mixed Cropping

International Nutrition Laboratory. See Miller, Harry W. (M.D.) 
(1879-1977)

Internet. See Websites or Information on the World Wide Web

Introduction of Soybeans (as to a Nation, State, or Region, with P.I. 
Numbers for the USA) and Selection. 10, 59, 106

Iowa. See United States–States–Iowa

Isolated soy proteins. See Soy Proteins–Isolates

Ito San soybean variety. See Soybean Varieties USA–Ito San

Japan. See Asia, East–Japan

Johnson Family of Stryker, Williams County, Ohio. Including (1) 
Edward Franklin “E.F. Soybean” Johnson (1889-1961) of Johnson 
Seed Farms (Stryker, Ohio), Delphos Grain and Soya Processing 
Co. (Ohio), and Ralston Purina Company (Missouri); (2) Elmer 
Solomon Johnson (1879-1920); (3) Perhaps E.C. Johnson and Hon. 
Solomon Johnson (1850-1918). 38, 54, 72, 87, 109, 110, 122, 157, 
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159, 160, 161

Kaempfer, Engelbert (1651-1716)–German physician and traveler. 
157

Kinako. See Roasted Whole Soy Flour (Kinako–Dark Roasted with 
Dry Heat, Full-Fat) and Grits

Kloss, Jethro. See Seventh-day Adventists–Cookbooks and Their 
Authors

Lager, Mildred (Los Angeles, California). 120

Latin America–Central America–Mexico. 120

Laucks (I.F.) Co. (Seattle, Washington). 120

Lauhoff Grain Co. See Bunge Corp. (White Plains, New York)

Lecithin companies. See Ross & Rowe (Yelkin Lecithin, New York 
City)

Lecithin, Soy–Industrial Uses. 120

Lecithin, Soy. 120, 196

Legislative activities. See American Soybean Association (ASA)–
Legislative Activities

Lend-Lease (Program and Administration). U.S. Program to Send 
Key Supplies to Overseas Allies During World War II. 120

Lighting by burning soy oil. See Illumination or Lighting by 
Burning Soy Oil in Wicked Oil Lamps Like Kerosene

Linoleum, Floor Coverings, Oilcloth, and Waterproof Goods–
Industrial Uses of Soy Oil as a Drying Oil. 66, 94

Linseed Oil, Linseed Cake / Meal, or the Flax / Flaxseed Plant 
(Linum usitatissimum L.). 9, 37, 66, 154

Loma Linda Foods (Riverside, California). Named La Loma Foods 
from Feb. 1989 to Jan. 1990. Acquired by Worthington Foods in 
Jan. 1990. 120

Los Angeles–City and County–Work with Soyfoods, Natural / 
Health Foods, and / or Vegetarianism. 14, 103, 126, 167, 177

Lubricants, Lubricating Agents, and Axle Grease for Carts–
Industrial Uses of Soy Oil as a Non-Drying Oil. 66

Lucerne / lucern. See Alfalfa or Lucerne

Machinery (Agricultural), Implements, Equipment, and 
Mechanization (Binders, Cultivators, Cutters, Harvesters, Mowers, 
Pickers, Planters, Reapers, Separators, Thrashers, or Threshers). See 
also: Combines and Tractors. 5, 20, 21, 22, 49, 52, 53, 56, 59, 67, 
73, 92

Machinery, farm. See Combines

Madison Foods and Madison College (Madison, Tennessee). 
Madison Foods (Then a Subsidiary of Nutritional Corp.) Was 
Acquired by Worthington Foods in Aug. 1964. 120

Maize. See Corn / Maize

Mammoth Yellow soybean variety. See Soybean Varieties USA–
Mammoth Yellow

Manchu soybean variety. See Soybean Varieties USA–Manchu

Manchuria. See Asia, East–Manchuria

Map / Maps. 28, 52, 69, 97, 172, 192, 205

Margarine Made with Soy Oil. 66

Margarine. 120, 156, 158

Market statistics. See the specifi c product concerned, e.g. Tofu 
Industry and Market Statistics

Marketing Soybeans, Market Development, and Economics 
(Including Futures Markets, Hedging, and Mathematical Models). 
24, 94

Marketing soybeans. See Chicago Board of Trade

Massachusetts. See United States–States–Massachusetts

Meal or cake, soybean. See Soybean Meal

Meat Alternatives–Documents About (Meatlike Meatless Meat, 
Poultry, or Fish / Seafood Analogs. See Also Meat Extenders). 120

Medical aspects of soybeans. See Diabetes and Diabetic Diets

Meharry, Charles Leo (1885-1937), the A.P. Meharry Farms (One 
Near Tolono, Champaign County, Illinois, and Three in Indiana), 
and William E. Riegel, Meharry Farm Manager and Independent 
Soybean Grower in Tolono, Illinois. 27, 30, 31, 32, 33, 46, 52, 53, 
54, 55, 59, 61, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 84, 86, 87, 88, 92, 109, 110, 
113, 115, 117, 118, 119, 122, 157, 160, 161, 162, 170

Mesoamerica. See Latin America–Central America

Mexico. See Latin America, Central America–Mexico

Michigan. See United States–States–Michigan

Milk, soy. See Soymilk

Miller, Harry W. (M.D.) (1879-1977) and International Nutrition 
Laboratory (Mt. Vernon, Ohio). 120, 156, 159, 171

Minnesota. See United States–States–Minnesota

Missouri. See United States–States–Missouri
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Monticello Co-operative Soybean Products Co. (Monticello, Piatt 
Co., Illinois). Later also called Piatt County Soybean Cooperative 
Co., and Viobin (Maker of Wheat Germ Oil). 65, 66, 117

Morse, William Joseph (1884-1959, USDA Soybean Expert). 31, 
44, 45, 46, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 61, 72, 73, 75, 76, 86, 87, 88, 99, 109, 
110, 113, 114, 117, 119, 122, 157, 159, 160, 161, 170, 171

Motion Pictures or References to Motion Pictures. Also called 
Movies, Films, or Documentaries. 74

Mottled, speckled, or spotted soybeans. See Soybean Seeds–
Mottled

Movies or fi lms. See Motion Pictures

Myths of soybean history–debunking / dispelling. See History of the 
Soybean–Myths and Early Errors Concerning Its History

Names for soybeans–Fanciful. See Soybean Terminology and 
Nomenclature–Fanciful Terms and Names

National Center for Agricultural Utilization Research (NCAUR) 
(USDA-ARS) (Peoria, Illinois). Named Northern Regional 
Research Laboratory prior to July 1976. Named Northern Regional 
Research Center prior to 28 Dec. 1991. 119, 171

National Oilseed Processors Assoc. (NOPA) (National Soybean 
Oil Manufacturers Association from May 1930 to 1935; National 
Soybean Processors Assoc. [NSPA] from June 1936 to Aug. 1989. 
Washington, DC. Including Soy Flour Assoc. [1936-1949], Soya 
Food Research Council [1936], and Soybean Nutritional Research 
Council [1937]). 118, 120, 126, 148, 157, 170

National Soybean Crop Improvement Council. Organized March 
1948. 170

Near East. See Asia, Middle East

Netherlands. See Europe, Western–Netherlands

New York State Agric. Experiment Station (Geneva, NY). See 
Cornell University (Ithaca, New York)

New York. See United States–States–New York

Nitrogen Fixation, Inoculum, Inoculation, and Nodulation by 
Rhizobium Bacteria. 20, 22, 25, 33, 49, 55, 60, 67, 69, 72, 73, 74, 
77, 93, 120, 170, 171

Nodulation. See Nitrogen Fixation, Inoculum, Inoculation, and 
Nodulation by Rhizobium Bacteria

Nomenclature of Soybean Varieties–Standardization of and 
Confusion Concerning Names. 54, 61

North America. See United States of America, and Canada. For 
Mexico, see Latin America, Central America

North Carolina. See United States–States–North Carolina

Northern Regional Research Center (NRRC) (Peoria, Illinois). See 
National Center for Agricultural Utilization Research (NCAUR) 
(USDA-ARS)

Nutrition–Acid-Base Balance in Diet and Health, or Individual 
Foods, or Acid-Alkaline Ash in Diet, or Acid-Forming and Base-
Forming Elements in Foods. 120

Nutrition–Medical Aspects. See Diabetes and Diabetic Diets

Nutrition, human, USDA bureau of. See United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA)–Bureau of Human Nutrition and Home 
Economics

Nutrition. See Vitamins (General)

Nutritional aspects of vegetarian diets. See Vegetarian and Vegan 
Diets–Nutrition / Nutritional Aspects

Nuts made from roasted soybeans. See Soynuts

Obituaries, Eulogies, Death Certifi cates, and Wills. See Also: 
Biographies, Biographical Sketches and Autobiographies. 4, 11, 14, 
18, 101, 103, 104, 112, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 137, 138, 139, 140, 
141, 142, 143, 146, 147, 149, 150, 163, 195, 215, 216, 217

Ohio. See United States–States–Ohio

Oil, soy–industrial uses of, as a drying oil. See Binder for Sand 
Foundry Cores, Industrial Uses of Soy Oil, Linoleum, Floor 
Coverings, Oilcloth, and Waterproof Goods, Rubber Substitutes or 
Artifi cial / Synthetic Rubber (Factice)

Oil, soy–industrial uses of, as a non-drying oil. See Explosives 
Made from Glycerine, Illumination or Lighting by Burning Soy 
Oil in Wicked Oil Lamps Like Kerosene, Lubricants, Lubricating 
Agents, and Axle Grease for Carts, Soaps or Detergents

Oil, soy–industrial uses of. See Industrial Uses of Soy Oil

Oil, soy, industrial uses of, as a drying oil. See Industrial Uses of 
Soy Oil

Oil, soy. See Soy Oil

Olive Oil. 37

Ontario. See Canadian Provinces and Territories–Ontario

Ostrander, Ward A. (1888-1953, Purdue Univ., Indiana). 33, 37, 38, 
39, 41, 44, 46, 47, 56, 63, 66, 68, 72, 76, 87, 109, 110, 113, 116, 
117, 119, 136, 147, 157, 160, 161, 220

P.I. numbers of soybeans. See Introduction of Soybeans (as to 
a Nation, State, or Region, with P.I. Numbers for the USA) and 
Selection

Paints (Especially Water-Based Latex Paints)–Industrial Uses of 
Soy Proteins. 120
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Paints, Varnishes, Enamels, Lacquers, and Other Protective / 
Decorative Coatings–Industrial Uses of Soy Oil as a Drying Oil. 37, 
66, 73, 94, 110, 120, 176

Paper Coatings or Sizings, or Textile Sizing–Industrial Uses of Soy 
Proteins. 120

Parsons, Adrian Alkanh (1846-1929). Soybean Pioneer in Indiana, 
and in Hendricks County, Indiana. 20, 86, 88, 106

Pasture from green soybean plants. See Feeds / Forage from 
Soybean Plants–Pasture, Grazing or Foraging

Pasture from soybeans. See Forage from Soybean Plants–Hogging 
Down

Patents–References to a Patent in Non-Patent Documents. 42

Peanut / Peanuts (Arachis hypogaea or A. hypogæa)–Also Called 
Groundnut, Earthnut, Monkey Nut, Goober / Gouber Pea, Ground 
Pea, or Pindar Pea / Pindars. 44, 212

Peanut Brittle–A Brittle Toffee Containing Roasted Peanuts. 66

Peking / Pekin soybean variety. See Soybean Varieties USA–
Mammoth Yellow

Peoria Plan of 1928-29 for Growing, Selling, and Processing 
Soybeans. Initiated in Illinois by American Milling Co., Funk Bros. 
Co., and Grange League Federation (GLF) Exchange, New York. 
86, 88, 94, 118, 171

Periodicals–American Soybean Association. See American Soybean 
Association (ASA)–Periodicals

Photographs Published after 1923. See also Illustrations. 72, 73, 
79, 80, 81, 82, 86, 88, 92, 93, 94, 100, 102, 106, 114, 115, 116, 117, 
118, 119, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 133, 136, 137, 144, 146, 
147, 148, 155, 156, 158, 159, 164, 171, 176, 196, 197, 201, 202, 
206, 209, 218, 219, 220

Photographs Published before 1924. See also Illustrations. 1, 3, 6, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 42, 43, 44, 49, 55, 59, 64, 65, 66, 67, 69

Photographs, Not About Soy, Published after 1923. See also 
Illustrations. 173, 190, 191, 192

Piatt County Soybean Cooperative Co. See Monticello Co-operative 
Soybean Products Co.

Pigs, Hogs, Swine, Sows, Boars, Gilts, or Shoats / Shotes Fed 
Soybeans, Soybean Forage, or Soybean Cake or Meal as Feed to 
Make Pork. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 32, 33, 38, 44, 49, 59, 66, 69, 71, 
72, 93, 115, 212

Piper, Charles Vancouver (1867-1926, USDA). 31, 74, 109, 157

Plant Industry, Bureau of. See United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA)–Bureau of Plant Industry

Plastics (Including Molded Plastic Parts, Plastic Film, Disposable 
Eating Utensils and Tableware–From Spoons to Plates, and 
Packaging Materials)–Industrial Uses of Soy Proteins. 120, 196

Pogeler, Glenn Henry (1915-1995). Soybean Pioneer. Iowa 
Cooperatives, Soybean Council of America (SCA), National 
Soybean Processors Association (NSPA). 148

Price of Soybeans, Soybean Seeds, and Soybean Products–Except 
Sauces (Which See). 88

Production of soybeans. See Soybean Production

Protection of soybeans from diseases. See Diseases of soybeans

Protection of soybeans. See Insects–Pest Control. See also: 
Integrated Pest Management

Protein sources, alternative, from plants. See Peanut & Peanut 
Butter, Sunfl ower Seeds, Wheat Gluten & Seitan

Puddings. See Soy Puddings, Custards, Parfaits, or Mousses 
(Usually made from Soymilk

Quality and grades of soybean seed. See Seed Quality of Soybeans–
Condition, Grading, and Grades (Moisture, Foreign Material, 
Damage, etc.)

Railroad / railway / rail used to transport soybeans. See 
Transportation of Soybeans or Soy Products to Market by Railroad

Railroads / Railways and Special Trains Used to Promote Soybeans 
and Soybean Production. 120

Ralston Purina Co. (St. Louis, Missouri). Including Protein 
Technologies International, a Wholly Owned Subsidiary from 1 
July 1987 to 3 Dec. 1997. 126

Recipes. See Cookery

Regional Soybean Industrial Products Laboratory (Urbana, Illinois). 
See U.S. Regional Soybean Industrial Products Laboratory (Urbana, 
Illinois). Founded April 1936)

Republic of China (ROC). See Asia, East–Taiwan

Research & Development Centers. See Cornell University (Ithaca, 
New York), and New York State Agric. Exp. Station, Illinois, 
University of (Urbana-Champaign, Illinois). Soyfoods, National 
Center for Agricultural Utilization Research (NCAUR) (USDA-
ARS) (Peoria, Illinois), U.S. Regional Soybean Industrial Products 
Laboratory (Urbana, Illinois). Founded April 1936)

Reviews of the literature. See Bibliographies and / or Reviews of 
the Literature

Rhizobium bacteria. See Soybean Production–Nitrogen Fixation

Riegel, William E. See Meharry, Charles Leo (1885-1937)
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Roasted Whole Soy Flour (Kinako–Dark Roasted with Dry Heat, 
Full-Fat) and Grits. 120

Ross & Rowe (Yelkin Lecithin, New York City). 196

Rubber Substitutes or Artifi cial / Synthetic Rubber (Factice)–
Industrial Uses of Soy Oil as a Drying Oil. 66, 94, 120

Russia. See Europe, Eastern–Russia

Screw presses. See Soybean Crushing–Equipment–Screw Presses 
and Expellers

Seed Certifi cation and Certifi ed Seeds (Soybeans). 69, 88, 92, 116, 
117, 118, 123, 127, 133, 135

Seed Cleaning–Especially for Food or Seed Planting Uses. 115, 220

Seed Companies and Seedsmen, Early Soybean, Worldwide 
(Especially Before 1925)–Including Siebold & Co., Vilmorin-
Andrieux, Wood & Sons, Haage & Schmidt, Dammann & Co., 
Peter Henderson, Thorburn & Co., Mark W. Johnson, Johnson & 
Stokes, Harry N. Hammond, Burpee, E.E. Evans, Funk Bros. Seed 
Co. 87

Seed Quality of Soybeans–Condition, Grading, and Grades 
(Moisture, Foreign Material, Damage, etc.). 109, 117, 120, 157

Seed companies, soybean. See Evans Seed Co. (West Branch, 
Ogemaw County, Michigan) and Mr. Edward Ellsworth Evans 
(1864-1928), Funk Brothers Seed Co. (Bloomington, Illinois), 
Hartz (Jacob) Seed Co. (Stuttgart, Arkansas), Wing Seed Co. 
(Mechanicsburg, Champaign County, Ohio)

Seeds, soybean–Variety development and breeding of soybeans. See 
Variety Development and Breeding

Seventh-day Adventist work with vegetarianism. See 
Vegetarianism–Seventh-day Adventist Work with

Seventh-day Adventists–Cookbooks and Their Authors, Dietitians 
and Nutritionists–Ella E.A. Kellogg (1852-1920), Anna L. Colcord 
(1860?-1940?), Jethro Kloss (1863-1946), Almeda Lambert (1864-
1921), Lenna Frances Cooper (1875-1961), Julius G. White (1878-
1955), Frances Dittes (1891-1979), Edyth Cottrell (1900-1995), 
Dorothea Van Gundy Jones (1903-1979), Philip S. Chen (1903-
1978), Frank & Rosalie Hurd (1936- ), etc. 120

Seventh-day Adventists. See Loma Linda Foods (Riverside, 
California), Madison Foods and Madison College (Madison, 
Tennessee), Miller, Harry W. (M.D.) (1879-1977)

Shakes–Made with Soymilk, Tofu, Amazake, Soy Protein, etc. 
Usually non-dairy. 120

Sheep, Lambs, Ewes, or Rams Fed Soybeans, Soybean Forage, or 
Soybean Cake or Meal as Feed to Make Wool or Mutton. 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 32, 33, 44, 49, 59, 60, 66, 69, 71, 72, 79, 82, 88, 133

Shennong / Shen Nung. See Asia, East–China–Shennong / Shên 
Nung / Shen Nung

Shortening. 66, 94

Shoyu. See Soy Sauce

Shurtleff, William. See Soyinfo Center (Lafayette, California)

Silage, soybean. See Feeds / Forage from Soybean Plants–Forage 
Used for Silage / Ensilage

Sizings for paper or textiles. See Paper Coatings or Sizings, or 
Textile Sizing

Soaps or Detergents–Industrial Uses of Soy Oil as a Non-Drying 
Oil. 66, 73, 94

Soil Science–Soil Erosion and Soil Conservation. 137

Soil Science. 24, 83

Soy Chocolate (Toasted Soy Flour) (Also includes use of non-
roasted Soy Flour or Soymilk in Making Chocolate). 94

Soy Coffee–Made from Roasted Soy Flour or Ground Roasted 
Soybeans. 66, 73, 94, 120

Soy Flour or Defatted Soybean Meal in Cereal-Soy Blends, with 
Emphasis on Dry Products Used in Third World Countries (such as 
CSM, WSB, etc.). 111

Soy Flour, Grits and Flakes (Usually Defatted)–Etymology of These 
Terms and Their Cognates / Relatives in Various Languages. 120

Soy Flour, Grits, Meal, Powder, or Flakes–For Food Use (Usually 
Defatted or Low-Fat). See also Soy Flour–Whole or Full-fat. 71, 73, 
76, 94, 120, 126

Soy Ice Cream (General–Usually Non-Dairy). 120

Soy Ice Cream–Etymology of This Term and Its Cognates / 
Relatives in Various Languages. 120

Soy Oil as a Commodity, Product, or Ingredient for Food Use (in 
Cookery or Foods). Its Manufacture, Refi ning, Trade, and Use. See 
Also: Industrial Uses of Soy Oil, and Nutrition: Lipids. 20, 21, 37, 
53, 56, 62, 65, 66, 71, 73, 76, 107, 118, 120, 122

Soy Proteins–Isolates–Enzyme-Modifi ed Soy Protein with 
Whipping / Foaming Properties Used to Replace Egg Albumen, and 
Early Related Whipping / Aerating Agents or Products. 120

Soy Proteins–Isolates–Etymology of These Terms and Their 
Cognates / Relatives in Various Languages. 120

Soy Puddings, Custards, Parfaits, or Mousses (Usually made from 
Soymilk or Tofu). See also Soy Yogurt–Not Fermented. 120

Soy Sauce (Including Shoyu). See Also Tamari, Teriyaki Sauce, and 
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Traditional Worcestershire Sauce. 73, 94, 120

Soy Sprouts (Sprouted or Germinated Soybeans) for Food Use. 120

Soy is NOT Mentioned in the Document. 2, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 18, 26, 28, 101, 104, 112, 121, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 
145, 149, 150, 163, 165, 167, 169, 172, 173, 175, 179, 181, 183, 
185, 186, 188, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 198, 203, 208, 215

Soy lecithin. See Lecithin, Soy

Soy oil–industry and market statistics. See Soybean Crushing

Soy protein companies (USA). See Glidden Co. (The), Laucks (I.F.) 
Co.

Soybean–Terminology and Nomenclature–Fanciful Terms and 
Names. 69, 73, 120

Soybean Council of America. See American Soybean Association 
(ASA)–Soybean Council of America

Soybean Crushers (USA), Early–Pacifi c Oil Mills and Albers 
Brothers Milling Co. (Seattle, Washington; 1911), Elizabeth City 
Oil and Fertilizer Co. (Elizabeth City, North Carolina; 1915. By 
1917 six other North Carolina oil mills were crushing soybeans), 
Chicago Heights Oil Mfg. Co. (Chicago Heights, Illinois; 1920), 
A.E. Staley Mfg. Co. (Decatur, Illinois; 1922), Piatt County 
Cooperative Soy Bean Co. (Monticello, Illinois; 1923–batch 
solvent), Blish Milling Co. (Seymour and Crothersville, Indiana; 
1923), Eastern Cotton Oil Co. (Norfolk, Virginia; 1924–continuous 
solvent). 62, 65, 66, 76, 94, 117

Soybean Crushers (USA), Small Crushers–Arkansas Grain Corp. 
(Helena & Stuttgart, Arkansas), Hemphill Soy Products (Kennett, 
Missouri), Old Fort Mills (Marion, Ohio), Sioux Soya Mills 
(Sioux City, Iowa), Soy Bean Processing Co. (Waterloo, Iowa), 
Soybean Products, Inc. (Cedar Rapids, Iowa), Southern Soya Corp. 
(Cameron, South Carolina), Soy-Rich Products (Wichita, Kansas), 
Toledo Soybean Products (Toledo, Ohio) Western Soybean Mills 
(Sioux Falls, South Dakota), etc. 76

Soybean Crushers (USA). See Seed Companies, Soybean–Funk 
Brothers Seed Co. (Bloomington, Illinois)–After 1924

Soybean Crushing (General: Soy / Soybean Oil and Soybean Meal). 
117, 157

Soybean Crushing–Equipment–Screw Presses and Expellers 
(Continuous, Mechanical). 117, 196

Soybean Crushing, Including Production and Trade of Soybean 
Oil, Meal or Cake, Margarine, or Shortening–Industry and Market 
Statistics, Trends, and Analyses -. 65, 94, 126

Soybean Meal (SBM) (Defatted). Formerly Called Bean Cake, 
Beancake, Soybean Cake, Oilmeal, or Presscake. 20, 21, 56, 62, 66, 
71, 73, 76, 94, 108, 118, 156, 212

Soybean Meal / Cake, Fiber (as from Okara), or Shoyu Presscake as 

a Fertilizer or Manure for the Soil–Industrial Uses. 20, 66, 94

Soybean Production–General, and Amount Produced. 62, 66, 82, 
108, 110, 118, 158

Soybean Seeds–Black in Color. Food Use is Not Mentioned. 20, 23, 
24, 53, 54, 55, 67, 73, 75, 88, 122

Soybean Seeds–Brown in Color. Especially Early Records. 10, 20, 
24, 54, 75, 115, 127, 155, 220

Soybean Seeds–Green in Color. Food Use is Not Mentioned. Early 
Named Varieties Include Aoda, Columbia, Giant Green, Guelph or 
Medium Green, Medium Early Green, Medium Green, Samarow, 
Sonoma, and Tashing. 54, 122

Soybean Seeds–Mottled, Speckled, Spotted, Striped, Banded, 
Flecked, Variegated, or Bicolored. 69

Soybean Seeds–Yellow in Color. Including Yellowish White, Cream 
Colored, and Pale (Pallida). Especially Early Records. See also: 
Soybean Seeds–White. 10, 33, 44, 53, 54, 55, 69, 73, 75

Soybean Varieties USA–A.K.–Early Introduction. 53, 55, 73, 122

Soybean Varieties USA–Arlington–Early Introduction. 53, 55

Soybean Varieties USA–Auburn–Early Selection (1907). 20, 24

Soybean Varieties USA–Biloxi–Early Introduction. 54

Soybean Varieties USA–Black Eyebrow–Early Introduction. 53, 
122

Soybean Varieties USA–Dunfi eld–Early Introduction. 77, 88, 92, 
212

Soybean Varieties USA–Early Brown–Early Introduction. 10, 20, 
24, 75, 115, 127, 155, 220

Soybean Varieties USA–Early Yellow–Early Introduction. Renamed 
Ito San by about 1902. 33

Soybean Varieties USA–Ebony–Early Introduction. 20, 53, 75

Soybean Varieties USA–Elton–Early Introduction. 122

Soybean Varieties USA–Guelph–Early Introduction. 54

Soybean Varieties USA–Habaro–Early Introduction. Also spelled 
“Habara” in Canada. 77

Soybean Varieties USA–Haberlandt–Early Introduction. 53, 55, 67, 
73

Soybean Varieties USA–Hahto–Early Introduction. Large-Seeded 
and / or Vegetable-Type. 53, 55

Soybean Varieties USA–Hollybrook–Early Introduction. 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 33, 44, 49, 53, 55, 62, 69, 88, 115, 117, 155, 220
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Soybean Varieties USA–Hongkong / Hong Kong–Early 
Introduction. 53

Soybean Varieties USA–Hurrelbrink–Early Introduction. 119

Soybean Varieties USA–Indiana Hollybrook–Early Development. 
69, 72

Soybean Varieties USA–Ito San–Early Introduction. Synonyms–
Medium Early Yellow, Early White, Early Yellow, Kaiyuski Daizu, 
Kiyusuki Daidzu, Kysuki, Yellow Eda Mame, Dwarf Early Yellow, 
Early, Eda Mame, Coffee Berry. 10, 20, 24, 33, 44, 49, 53, 54, 55, 
62, 69, 75, 88, 115, 117, 122, 127, 152, 155, 220

Soybean Varieties USA–Laredo–Early Introduction. 88

Soybean Varieties USA–Lexington–Early Introduction. 55

Soybean Varieties USA–Mammoth Brown–Early Introduction. 54

Soybean Varieties USA–Mammoth Yellow–Early Introduction. 53, 
54, 55, 73, 75

Soybean Varieties USA–Manchu–Early Introduction. 53, 62, 69, 73, 
88, 92, 117, 118, 122

Soybean Varieties USA–Mandarin–Early Introduction. 53, 55

Soybean Varieties USA–Medium Early Yellow–Early Introduction. 
10, 69

Soybean Varieties USA–Medium Green–Early Introduction. 122

Soybean Varieties USA–Medium Yellow–Early Selection (1905). 
Renamed Midwest by 1923. 44, 53, 55, 73

Soybean Varieties USA–Midwest–Early Introduction. 69, 73, 75, 
88, 92, 117

Soybean Varieties USA–Mikado–Early Development. 20, 23, 24

Soybean Varieties USA–Mongol–Early Introduction. 33, 44, 53, 54, 
55, 69, 72, 73

Soybean Varieties USA–Morse–Early Introduction. 31, 55, 67, 73

Soybean Varieties USA–Ogemaw / Ogema–Early Development. 
Synonym–Dwarf Brown (Morse 1948). 10, 75, 115, 127, 155, 220

Soybean Varieties USA–Otootan / O-too-tan–Early Introduction. 54

Soybean Varieties USA–Peking / Pekin–Early Selection (1907). 20, 
23, 24, 53, 54, 55, 88, 122

Soybean Varieties USA–Tokyo / Tokio–Early Introduction. 54

Soybean Varieties USA–Virginia–Early Selection (1907). 31, 53, 
55, 67, 73, 88

Soybean Varieties USA–Wilson–Early Introduction. 20, 24, 55, 67, 
73

Soybean Varieties USA–Wilson-Five / Wilson Five / Wilson 5 / 
Wilson-5 / Wilson V–Early Selection (1912). 88

Soybean crushers (USA), Cooperative. See Dawson Mills (Dawson, 
Minnesota), Monticello Co-operative Soybean Products Co. 
(Monticello, Piatt Co., Illinois)

Soybean crushers (USA). See Allied Mills, Inc., Archer Daniels 
Midland Co. (ADM) (Decatur, Illinois), Bunge Corp. (White Plains, 
New York), Central Soya Co. (Fort Wayne, Indiana), Chicago 
Heights Oil Co. (Chicago Heights, Illinois), Delphos Grain & 
Soya Products Co. (Delphos, Ohio), Ralston Purina Co. (St. Louis, 
Missouri), Staley (A.E.) Manufacturing Co. (Decatur,, Swift & Co. 
(Illinois)

Soybean oil. See Soy Oil

Soybean processing. See Soybean Crushing

Soybean production–Farm Machinery. See Tractors

Soybean production–Farm equipment. See Machinery 
(Agricultural), Implements, Equipment, and Mechanization

Soybean production–Farm machinery. See Combines

Soybean production–Marketing. See Chicago Board of Trade 
(CBOT), Marketing Soybeans, Railroads / Railways and Special 
Trains Used to Promote Soybeans and Soybean Production

Soybean production–Plant protection. See Diseases (Bacterial, 
Fungal, and Viral / Virus), Insects–Pest Control. See also: Integrated 
Pest Management, Weeds–Control and Herbicide Use

Soybean production and the soil. See Soil Science

Soybean production. See Crop Rotation of Soybean Plants for Soil 
Improvement, Cropping Systems: Intercropping, Interplanting, or 
Mixed Cropping, Cultural Practices, Green Manure, Harvesting 
and Threshing, Peoria Plan of 1928-29 for Growing, Selling, and 
Processing Soybeans, Price of Soybeans, Soybean Seeds and 
Soybean Products–Except Sauces (Which See), Yield Statistics, 
Soybean

Soybeans, whole dry (used unprocessed as food). See Whole Dry 
Soybeans

Soyfoods Center. See Soyinfo Center (Lafayette, California)

Soyinfo Center (Lafayette, California). Named Soyfoods Center 
until 1 Jan. 2007. 213, 214, 218

Soyland Farm. See Fouts Family of Indiana

Soymilk shakes. See Shakes

Soymilk, Soy Drinks / Beverages, Soy-Based Infant Formulas, and 
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Nogs (Liquid, Non-Fermented). Note–For Soymilk Products See 
Tofu, Yuba, Shakes, Soy Ice Cream, Soy Yogurt, and Soy Cheese or 
Cheese Alternatives. 66, 73, 94, 120, 156, 212

Soynut Butter (Soynuts / Roasted Soybeans Ground to a Paste 
Resembling Peanut Butter; May Also Be Made from Soy Flour 
Mixed with a Little Oil). 120

Soynuts (Oil Roasted or Dry Roasted / Toasted), Incl. Irimame Used 
in Bean-Scattering (Mame-Maki) Ceremony at Setsubun (Lunar 
New Year) in Japan and Parched Soybeans. 33, 37, 38, 41, 44, 66, 
72, 120, 212, 220

Soynuts–Etymology of This Term and Its Cognates / Relatives in 
Various Languages. 38, 44

Sprouts. See Soy Sprouts

Staley (A.E.) Manufacturing Co. (Decatur, Illinois; Acquired by 
Tate & Lyle PLC in June 1988). 76, 94, 109, 170, 171

Standardization of nomenclature of soybean varieties. See 
Nomenclature of Soybean Varieties–Standardization of and 
Confusion

Standards, Applied to Soybeans or Soy Products. 118

Statistics on soybean production, area and stocks. See individual 
geographic regions (such as Asia, Europe, Latin America, United 
States, etc.) and nations within each region

Statistics on soybean yields. See Yield Statistics, Soybean

Statistics. See the specifi c product concerned, e.g. Tofu Industry and 
Market Statistics

Straw, soybean. See Feeds / Forage from Soybean Plants–Straw

Strayer Family of Iowa–Incl. George Strayer (1910-1981; executive 
offi cer of the American Soybean Association 1940-1967), His 
Father Bert Strayer (1880-1941), and His Nephew Dennis Strayer 
(born 1938). 113, 118, 120, 122, 158, 159, 160, 161, 171, 196

Sunfl ower Seeds and Sunfl owers (Helianthus annuus)–Including 
Sunfl owerseed Oil, Cake, and Meal. Once called the Heliotrope, 
Heliotropion, and Heliotropium. 120

Swift & Co. (Chicago, Champaign, and Oak Brook, Illinois). 123

Taiwan. See Asia, East–Taiwan

Tariffs, duties, embargoes. See Trade Policies (International) 
Concerning Soybeans, Soy Products, or Soyfoods–Tariffs, Duties, 
Embargoes, Moratoriums, and Other Trade Barriers or Subsidies

Terminology for soybeans–Fanciful. See Soybean–Terminology and 
Nomenclature–Fanciful Terms and Names

Timeline. See Chronology / Timeline

Tofu (Also Called Soybean Curd or Bean Curd until about 1975-
1985). See also Tofu–Fermented, Soy Ice Creams, Soy Yogurts, and 
Cheesecake, Which Often Use Tofu as a Major Ingredient. 120

Tractors. 66, 93, 200

Trade (International–Imports, Exports) of Soybeans, Soy Oil, and / 
or Soybean Meal. See also Trade–Tariffs and Duties. 66, 94

Trade Policies (International) Concerning Soybeans, Soy Products, 
or Soyfoods–Tariffs, Duties, Embargoes, Moratoriums, and Other 
Trade Barriers or Subsidies. 84, 108, 118

Trains, special. See Railroads / Railways and Special Trains Used to 
Promote Soybeans and Soybean Production

Transportation of Soybeans or Soy Products to Market by Railroad 
/ Railway / Rail within a Particular Country or Region. See also 
Railroads / Railways and Special Trains Used to Promote Soybeans 
and Soybean Production. 69, 176, 209

Tri-County Soy Bean Co-operative Association. See Dawson Mills

United Kingdom. See Europe, Western–United Kingdom

United States–States–Arkansas. 113, 126, 158, 160, 161, 162, 171, 
192

United States–States–California. 14, 15, 103, 120, 144, 153, 167, 
177, 179, 189, 194, 212, 213, 214, 218, 220

United States–States–Delaware. 74

United States–States–District of Columbia (Washington, DC). 31, 
45, 53, 61, 74, 75, 76, 87, 99, 109, 111, 113, 114, 118, 126, 148, 
157, 160, 161, 162

United States–States–Georgia. 74, 161

United States–States–Hawaii. 120

United States–States–Illinois. 18, 27, 30, 31, 32, 33, 39, 40, 41, 44, 
45, 46, 47, 52, 53, 54, 55, 59, 61, 62, 65, 66, 72, 73, 75, 76, 77, 86, 
87, 88, 92, 94, 99, 107, 108, 109, 110, 113, 114, 115, 117, 118, 119, 
120, 122, 125, 136, 153, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 162, 170, 171, 
196, 211, 212, 220

United States–States–Indiana. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 
32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 
50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 
68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 
86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 
103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 
117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 
130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 
143, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 
157, 158, 160, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 170, 171, 
173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 
186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 195, 196, 197, 198, 199, 
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200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 
213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 221

United States–States–Introduction of Soybeans to. This document 
contains the earliest date seen for the cultivation of soybeans in a 
certain U.S. state. 106

United States–States–Iowa. 52, 53, 54, 74, 75, 77, 87, 99, 109, 113, 
117, 118, 119, 120, 122, 148, 157, 158, 160, 161, 162, 170, 196, 
219

United States–States–Kansas. 52, 53, 73

United States–States–Kentucky. 44, 46, 52, 53, 54, 55, 72, 73, 117, 
161, 170

United States–States–Louisiana. 84, 87, 113, 118, 158, 160, 161, 
162

United States–States–Maryland. 74, 172, 175, 194

United States–States–Massachusetts. 191, 192

United States–States–Michigan. 30, 32, 33, 39, 40, 41, 44, 52, 53, 
54, 72, 113, 117, 118, 122, 162, 167, 170

United States–States–Minnesota. 54, 156, 158, 160, 161, 162

United States–States–Mississippi. 74, 75, 77, 84, 87, 113, 158, 160, 
161, 162

United States–States–Missouri. 31, 52, 53, 54, 55, 61, 67, 73, 75, 
77, 87, 99, 113, 117, 126, 158, 160, 161, 162, 196, 219

United States–States–New Hampshire. 191

United States–States–New York. 94, 109, 114, 157, 158, 161, 170

United States–States–North Carolina. 1, 56, 59, 75, 84, 87, 94, 99, 
109, 113, 154, 157, 158, 160, 161, 162, 165, 169, 172, 175, 187, 
193

United States–States–Ohio. 1, 3, 8, 11, 14, 18, 30, 32, 33, 34, 38, 
39, 40, 41, 44, 46, 47, 52, 53, 54, 57, 66, 72, 73, 74, 87, 94, 109, 
110, 113, 114, 117, 118, 122, 125, 144, 153, 154, 156, 157, 158, 
160, 161, 162, 170, 175, 184, 187, 192, 193, 213, 220

United States–States–Pennsylvania. 54, 74, 110, 154, 165, 169, 172, 
175, 193, 194

United States–States–South Carolina. 74, 158, 160, 161, 162, 170

United States–States–South Dakota. 54, 55

United States–States–Tennessee. 120, 158, 160, 161, 162

United States–States–Texas. 103, 104, 158, 160, 161, 220

United States–States–Utah. 169

United States–States–Virginia. 26, 54, 59, 72, 74, 87, 109, 161, 165, 
169

United States–States–Washington state. 118

United States–States–West Virginia. 46

United States–States–Wisconsin. 30, 32, 33, 39, 40, 41, 44, 52, 53, 
54, 55, 72, 73, 75, 77, 87, 109, 113, 114, 117, 122, 156, 157, 158, 
160, 161, 162, 170

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)–Arlington 
Experimental Farm at Arlington, Virginia (1900-1942). 54, 59, 72, 
74, 109

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)–Bureau of 
Human Nutrition and Home Economics (1943-1953). Including 
Bureau of Home Economics (1923-1943), Offi ce of Home 
Economics (1915-1923), and Nutrition and Home Economics Work 
in the Offi ce of Experiment Stations (1894-1915). Transferred to the 
Agricultural Research Service in 1953. 120

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)–Bureau of 
Plant Industry, Soils, and Agricultural Engineering (1943-1953). 
Including Bureau of Plant Industry (1901-1943), Offi ce of Plant 
Industry (1900-1901), and Division of Agrostology (1895-1901). 
Transferred to Agricultural Research Service in 1953. 31, 44, 45, 
46, 54, 56, 57, 61, 72, 73, 74, 75, 86, 87, 99, 109, 114, 117, 119, 
122, 157, 159, 170, 171

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)–Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FAS, Est. 1953) Including Offi ce of Foreign 
Agricultural Relations (1939-1953). Foreign Agricultural Service 
(1938-1939). 158

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA; Including Federal 
Grain Inspection Service [FGIS], and War Food Administration 
[WFA]). See also: Agricultural Marketing Service, Agricultural 
Research Service (ARS), Bureau of Plant Industry, Economic 
Research Service, Food and Nutrition Service, Foreign Agricultural 
Service, and Section of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction. 5, 44, 
73, 86, 88, 111, 115, 119, 122, 125, 126, 146, 148, 157, 160, 170, 
171, 220

United States of America (USA). 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 
49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 
67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 
85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 
102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 
115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 
128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 
141, 142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 
154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 
167, 168, 169, 170, 171, 172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 
180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 
193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 
206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 
219, 220, 221
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United States of America–Activities and Infl uence Overseas / 
Abroad. 158

United States of America–Soybean Production, Area and Stocks–
Statistics, Trends, and Analyses. 59, 72, 94, 99, 109, 110

U.S. Regional Soybean Industrial Products Laboratory (Urbana, 
Illinois). Founded April 1936. 118, 120

USA. See United States of America

USDA. See United States Department of Agriculture

USSR. See Europe, Eastern–USSR

Van Gundy, Dorothea. See Seventh-day Adventists–Cookbooks and 
Their Authors

Varieties of soybeans–Earliest document seen... See Historical–
Earliest Document Seen

Varieties, soybean. See Soybean Varieties

Variety Development and Breeding of Soybeans (General, 
Including Varieties and Seeds). 31, 48, 52, 72, 73, 120, 126, 171

Variety development of soybeans. See Introduction of Soybeans (as 
to a Nation, State, or Region, with P.I. Numbers for the USA) and 
Selection

Variety names / nomenclature–standardization. See Nomenclature 
of Soybean Varieties–Standardization of

Vegetable soybeans. See Green Vegetable Soybeans

Vegetarian Diets–Nutrition / Nutritional Aspects–Vitamins. 120

Vegetarianism–Concerning a Diet and Lifestyle Free of Flesh 
Foods, But Which May Include Dairy Products or Eggs. See also: 
Veganism. 120

Vegetarianism–Seventh-day Adventist Work with. 120

Vigna unguiculata or V. sinensis. See Cowpea or Black-Eyed Pea

Vitamins (General). 120

Vitamins in a vegetarian diet. See Vegetarian Diets–Nutrition / 
Nutritional Aspects–Vitamins

War, Civil, USA. See Civil War in USA (1861-1865)

War, world. See World War I–Soybeans and Soyfoods, World War 
II–Soybeans and Soyfoods

Waterproof goods or cloth. See Linoleum, Floor Coverings, 
Oilcloth, and Waterproof Goods

Websites or Information on the World Wide Web or Internet. 165

Weeds–Control and Herbicide Use. 5, 38, 92, 110

Wheat Gluten. Chinese–Pinyin: Mianjin / Mian-jin. Wade-Giles: 
Mienchin / Mien-chin. 94, 120

Whipping or foaming in soy proteins. See Soy Proteins–Isolates–
Enzyme-Modifi ed Soy Protein Isolates with Whipping / Foaming 
Properties Used to Replace Egg Albumen

Whole Dry Soybeans (Used Unprocessed as Food). 38, 120

Wiancko, Alfred Theodore (1872-1949, Purdue Univ., Indiana). 10, 
19, 44, 54, 117, 220

Wilson soybean variety. See Soybean Varieties USA–Mammoth 
Yellow

Wing Seed Co. (Mechanicsburg, Champaign County, Ohio). 
Founded 1909. Including Joseph Elwyn Wing (1861-1915), Charles 
Bullard Wing (1878-1949), and David Grant Wing (1896-1984). 
113, 159, 160, 161

Woodworth, C.M. (1888-1960, Plant Breeder, Univ. of Illinois). 52, 
53, 55, 73, 157, 171

World War I–Soybeans and Soyfoods. Also known as the “First 
World War” and “The Great War”. 73, 115, 220

World War II–Soybeans and Soyfoods. Also Called the “Second 
World War”. 110, 111, 120, 158, 170

Yellow soybeans. See Soybean Seeds–Yellow

Yield Statistics, Soybean. 5, 10, 22, 24, 33, 44, 76, 94, 109, 152

Zea mays. See Corn / Maize
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FOUTS FAMILY GENEALOGY

Allied Families
Bridge, Brosius / Brozier, Getty, Grace,
 Guard, House, Huber, Jones, Patton,

Pfautz / Pfoutz, Pottenger, Wagoner, Wickard
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Immigrant Ancestor. First generation in 
North America - Jacob Fouts (ca. 1700-ca. 
1765): The immigrant ancestor of our Fouts 
line was probably Jacob Pfautz who was born 
in Germany (probably in or near Rohrbach, near 
Sinsheim, Rhineland-Palatinate, in the Lower 
Neckar Valley of southwestern Germany) in about 
1700, immigrated to the United States, arriving 
in Philadelphia before 1730, and died in York 
Co., Pennsylvania in about 1765 - but we are not 
certain of this. Jacob married Anna Magdalena 
(surname unknown) in about 1619 in Germany 
before immigrating to Pennsylvania. She was born 
in the late 1690s in Germany.
 The uncertainty about Jacob lies in the fact 
that, as of this writing, we have been unable 
to confi rm the family’s exact place of origin in 
Germany, and we are not sure who Jacob’s parents 
were. But we do know the origin of several of 
Jacob’s friends (probably close relatives) - such 
as Hans Michael Pfautz, who immigrated to 
Pennsylvania in 1727. However their relationship 
has not yet been proven.
 Jacob, his wife and two German-born children, 
Anna Margaretha and Michael, arrived in 
Pennsylvania circa 1726 - prior to the time when 
Ship Lists & Oaths were established. They settled 
in the German settlement at Skippack - about 
20 miles northwest of Philadelphia in present 
Montgomery County. On 29 Oct. 1634 Jacob took 
out a survey warrant for 150 acres on Perkiomen 
Creek. Thereafter he and his family lived at 
various places in Pennsylvania. Jacob and his wife 
had seven children; their third child and eldest son, 
Michael, was our direct ancestor. As to religion, 
Jacob was a Lutheran.

Second generation - Michael Fouts 
(ca. 1724-ca. 1803 of Randolph Co., North 
Carolina): Born in Germany in about 1724, he 

arrived in Pennsylvania on the same ship as his 
parents. By 29 Aug 1745 he was in Maryland; 
he obtained 50 acres on Little Pipe Creek, Prince 
George County. In about 1746 Michael married 
Eva Catherina Varner (daughter of Johann 
Adam Werner and Catherine Barbara Sigler) in 
Pennsylvania. He appears to have adopted his 
wife’s Mennonite religion.
 From 1747-1753 they had four children at Pipe 
Creek waters, Frederick (now Carroll) County, 
Maryland. Their eldest son, John Fouts “the 
miller” was our direct ancestor. From 1755 to 1761 
the family lived in Pennsylvania, then from 1763 
to 1776 they lived at Uwharrie Waters, Rowan 
(now Randolph) County, North Carolina. During 
the Revolutionary War (1776-1787), almost all 
the Uwharrie Germans were pacifi sts. As such, 
they lost many of their civil rights, including 
the right to purchase land. For 12 years many of 
them left or were pushed off their lands in North 
Carolina. When Michael Fouts died in about 1803 
in Randolph Co., North Carolina, all but one of his 
children moved - most to Montgomery Co., Ohio.

Third generation - John Fouts (1747-1821 
of Montgomery Co., Ohio): John was born on 11 
June 1747 at Pipe Creek Waters, Frederick Co., 
Maryland. He was christened on 23 June 1747 
at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church at Hanover, 
Pennsylvania. On 13 Aug. 1769 John married 
Mary Younce (daughter of Frederick Janss) at 
Salisbury, Rowan Co., North Carolina. They 
had ten children, all born at Uwharrie Waters, 
Rowan Co., North Carolina. Their second child 
and second son, Frederick Fouts, was our direct 
ancestor. In 1803, shortly after John’s father 
died, John and his wife and children moved to 
Montgomery Co., Ohio. As to religion, John 
appears to have been a Dunker.

INTRODUCTION
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Fourth generation - Frederick Fouts (1772-
1852) of Montgomery Co., Ohio: Frederick was 
born on 27 June 1772 at Uwharrie Waters, Rowan 
Co., North Carolina. In about 1796 he married 
Susannah Sinks (widow of Solomon Burket). 
They had ten children, the fi rst four being born 
at Uwharrie Waters, North Carolina, and the last 
six in Montgomery Co., Ohio. Their third child 
and eldest son, Noah, was our direct ancestor. 
Frederick died in 1852 in Montgomery Co., Ohio.

Fifth generation - Noah Fouts (1801-1845) of 
Cass Co., Indiana: Noah was born on 28 March 
1801/1802 at Uwharrie Waters, Rowan Co. North 
Carolina. He married Eve Zech (born in 1796) in 
1821. They had fi ve children, probably born in 
Ohio. Their third child and second son, Solomon, 
was our direct ancestor.
 In 1833 Noah and his family moved to Indiana, 
settling fi rst in Carroll Co., then in Cass Co. Noah 
died on 1 March 1845 in Cass Co., Indiana, and 
was buried at Center Cemetery in that county. Eve 
died on 2 April 1846 and was buried beside her 
husband.

Sixth generation - Solomon Fouts (1826-
1907) of Cass Co., Indiana: Solomon Fouts was 
born on 16 Dec. 1826 at Montgomery Co., Ohio. 
Solomon and his family are the fi rst on which we 
have complete genealogical information. On 11 
Aug. 1860 Solomon married Margaret E. Bridge 
(daughter of James Bridge and Eve Rumple 
Brosius) at Carroll Co., Indiana. They had nine 
children, eight of whom lived to adulthood, 
married, and bore children. Noah (the third child 
and eldest son), Finis (the fourth child), and Taylor 
(the ninth child and third son) were soybean 
pioneers in Indiana.
 Solomon, who became a wealthy farmer, 
died on 1 April 1907 at the family mansion near 
Deer Creek, Carroll Co., Indiana, and on April 
3 was buried at Deer Creek Cemetery. His wife, 
Margaret, died on 1 Nov. 1911 at the spacious 
home near Deer Creek. On Nov. 3 she was buried 
next to her husband. Taylor, the youngest child, 

continued to live (with his wife and children) in 
the family homeplace, and to farm the surrounding 
land.

Seventh generation - Noah, Finis, and Taylor 
Fouts of Indiana: Noah was born on 25 Jan. 
1864 in Deer Creek Township, Cass Co., Indiana. 
Finis (pronounced FAI-nus) was born on 21 Nov. 
1866 in the same place. Taylor was born on 14 
Dec. 1880 near Deer Creek, Carroll Co., Indiana. 
All three men married and had many children. 
They were pioneers in introducing the soybean to 
Indiana and making it a major commercial crop - 
as told in the fi rst part of this book.

Questions and Misconceptions

Wasn’t our immigrant ancestor Johann/
Hans Michael Pfautz, Sr. of Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania? This Johann was born in 1682 
in Rohrbach, Kris Sinsheim, Rhenish Palatinate 
[southwestern Germany]. He married Ursula 
Muehlenhauser and they and their children 
immigrated to Philadelphia from Rotterdam 
on the ship William and Sarah, arriving on 18 
Sept. 1727. They were bound for “Skibach” 
(actually Skippack), Pennsylvania. In 1975, in 
a very important, carefully researched, and well 
documented article in the National Genealogical 
Society Quarterly (Dec., p. 243-63) John Scott 
Davenport argued convincingly that Hans Michael 
Fouts, Sr. was our immigrant ancestor. But in 
1979, he discovered his mistake and in the Fouts 
Newsletter (“Dear Fouts Folk,” 29 May 1979) he 
carefully explained the complex series of events 
which led him to this error - including intentional 
falsifi cation of early documents by Hans Michael 
Pfautz, as he disowned his eldest son for religious 
reasons: The father and mother were strong 
Lutherans, but the eldest son - Hans Michael, Jr. 
- became a Dunker minister. Therefore the father 
incorrectly named Jacob Pfautz as his eldest son in 
order to give him land.
 Dr. Davenport then proposed that our 
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immigrant ancestor was Jacob Pfautz of Germany 
Township, York Co., Pennsylvania, who 
married Anna Magdalena; their fi rst child, Anna 
Margaretha married Andrew Hoover, Sr. (Andreas 
Huber) in about 1745 in Germany Township, York 
Co., Pennsylvania. Andrew, who was born 23 
Jan. 1723 at Ellerstadt, Durkheim Dist., Rhenish 
Palatinate, and his wife Anna Margaretha Pfautz 
are the immigrant ancestors of President Herbert 
Hoover.

 Is our Fouts family related to President 
Herbert Hoover? Yes, through Anna Margaretha 
Fouts as described above. Anna Margaretha was 
born in 1724 in Rohrbach, Kris Sinsheim, Rhenish 
Palatinate [southwestern Germany]. However 
the original account of this relationship by Mrs. 
Helen Bridge Thurman (1881-1975) was (as 
Dr. Davenport put it in 1982) “largely fi ction, 
representing a lot of bad genealogy that was done 
in the 1930s--when all the Fouts tried to paste 
themselves onto a Presidential line.” 

 Who was “Baron von Pfoutz, of Pfoutz 
Valley?” Pure fantasy! There is no evidence that 
such a person ever lived. The “so called” Baron 
was John Pfautz (born 10 Feb 1726 in Rohrbach), 
the youngest son of Hans Michael Pfautz, Sr.; he 
was a tavern keeper in Strasburg Village, Lancaster 
Co., Pennsylvania.

Why did the Pfautz family immigrate to 
Pennsylvania? The liberal and tolerant principles 
of William Penn’s government in colonial 
Pennsylvania attracted a large fl ow of immigrants 
from the Rhine country of Germany - including 
the Pennsylvania Dutch (from Deutsch, meaning 
“German”), such as Mennonites, Amish, Dunkers 
or German Baptists, Moravians, etc. In 1682 
William Penn established a Quaker colony in 
Pennsylvania. Though the Puritans and other 
religious groups came to the New World seeking 
religious freedom, they often failed to grant it to 
those with different religious beliefs.

 About the Genealogy Part of this Book: The 
edition of this book published in the year 2000 
contains genealogical records for 408 individuals 
and 155 families, mostly the descendants of Jacob 
Pfautz (1700-1765) or John Bridge (Deacon; 
1578-1665). Also included in the records and 
index are the parents and spouses of many of these 
individuals. Extensive notes, documenting sources, 
are given for fi ve key Pfautz/Fouts families in 
generations 1, 3, 5, 6, and 7.
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